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TO 

COLONEL W. H. SYKES, F.E.S., 
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LONDON. 


Dear Honorable Sir, 


With clue respect I place before you my 
humble work, in the shape of journal, about which 
I talked to you ten years ago, when I had the 
honor of waiting upon you in person at your own 
house. 


I do not pretend to say it is worthy of the 
perusal of a learned scholar like yourself ; at the 
same time, 1 am confident that the unvarnishe'd 
truths contained therein, if cleared of grammatical 


^errors by your able pen and published under your 
^ auspices, will not fail to teach experience to those 
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DEDICATION. 


who want it, and afford satisfaction to readers in 
general. 

I beg to observe that, being self-tutored in your 
most difficult language, I stand far beyond the reach 
of critics, who will surely pardon me, when they 
are* fully acquainted with my circumstances, by going 
through this book. 

With due respf‘ct, 

Dear Honorable Sir, 

I remain, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

LUTFULLAH. 


Sf HAT, 

24<A Novpmhcr, 1854. 



PEE FACE. 


As tills volume contains the genuine sentiments of 
a native of India on many matters connected with the 
Government of that country, it will, perhaps, be read 
with some interest at the present crisis. The Author 
is known to be one of the least bigoted disciples of 
Islam ; yet his bias towards his own sect, and the 
leaders of it, is most evident. If any one is disposed 
to think that the English are beginning to be re- 
garded otherwise than cis aliens by the inhabitants 
of Hindustan, a perusal of this book will probably 
lead his convictions the other way. In short, we 
may take it for granted that there is scarce a sipdhi 
in our army, or other native of India, whose dis- 
like of what Europeans deem progress docs not 
equal that of the writer of this work. The majority 
iJe certainly much more opposed to it. 
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PREFACE, 


To some peculiar notions I would have willingly 
drawn attention by notes, but the great object being 
to condense as much as possible, I have forborne 
from all remark, and cut down the original as much 
as could be done without leaving out any fact or 
•sehtirncut of importance. Indeed, my chief editorial 
task li;>s been to compress ; but, except with this 
view, I have altered the MS. as little as possible. 
Some stories, however, more suited to Oriental than 
to European taste, have been altogether omitted. 
The quotations and scraps of Latin are all of Lut- 
fullah’s own insertion. 

When the slender advantage's of tlu' writer are 
considered, the readc'r will no doubt accord to Lut- 
fullah some praise for composing so long a work in 
the, to him, forc'igu Englisli language, with so much 
general accuracy. 

TllK EDITOR. 


Uaileybury, 

June^ 1857 . 
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CltAl’Tlill ]. 

My birth and parentage— Death of my father— My motlier finds an 
asylum with iny uncle— Famine and the persecution of iiiy 
cousins— My mischievous habits— I catch a Mulla napping and 
dose my schoolmaster— The tank of Dharanagar where my cousins 
attempt to drown me— liajaruin, the Good Samaritan— A new cure 
for dysentery— End of my childhood. 

• 

I MADK my first appearance in this world of 
wonders in the ancient city of Dharanagar, in Mal^a, 
on Thursday, the 7th of Kajab, 1217 a.h., corre- 
sponding M'ith the 4th of November, 1802, a.d. 

My father was a Mohamedan of the sacred order, 

^ a descendant of Shah Kamaluddin, who was a great 
^ saint of his time, in the province of Malwa, being the 
Spiritual guide as well as moral preceptor of Sultan* 
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Malimud Khilji, during a period of thirty-six years, 
from 1434 to 1470 a d.* On the death of his 
venerated friend and adviser, this good Sultan built 
a mag4;iifvjent lyiausoleum, at the western gate of the 
city, and endowed therein a shrine to the memory 
of the holy ''man; opposite to it he caused to be 
raised another edifice, surmounted by a superb dome, 
which was intended as a resting-place for his own 
mortal remains, and there they still repose. Near 
the shrine was an ancient Hindu temple of con- 
siderable size, which, by order of the Sultan, was 
transformed into a beautiful moscpic. To these sacred 
places he bequeathed in ])cr2)ctuity about three 
hundred acres of land immediately surrounding them, 
the annual produce of which was dirc'cted to be 
employed in the occasional repairs of the edifices, 
and ill the maintenance of the poste rity of the saint. 
In addition to the above, in; granted an allowance 

of one rupee per diem from the* revenue derived from 
1 

certain grass lands, to be applied to the same imiqioses. 
These rights were enjoyed by my ancestors until 
A.D. 1706, when, after the reign of Aurangzeb, the 
Marathas having possessed themselves of the 2)rovince, 
confiscated both the land and the allowance, leaving, 
however, from the former, about two acres, for the 

i 


* Vide Bngg’s “ iloliamedan Power in Tiidia,” vol. iv., p 195. * ' 
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support of my great-grandfather. Thus was a family 
which, for a period of nearly three centuries had en- 
joyed affluence, reduced to a state verging on destitu- 
tion. To use an Eastern metaphor, “the lightTSf the 
day was withdrawn, the shadows of night had 
gathered around them. 

My father, at a very early period of his life, when 
not more than seven years of age, travelled in the 
country, in company with a relative of his, in search 
of knowledge. In the course of a few years he 
mastered his profession, that of a niulla (priest) ; and, 
on attaining the age of fifteen, was desired by his com- 
panion to return home. But the beauty and delightful 
climate of the upper provinces, and the pain of parting 
from the many kind friends who had rendered his stay 
there so agreeable, delayed his return for ten years 
more ; although, when he was about twenty-six years 
of age, being urgently summoned by his father, he 
quitted Delhi for home, and nothiijg particular appears 
to have marked his course until his arrival at Agra. 
There, being a man of great personal attractions, with 
a highly cultivated mind, winning manners, and in the 
very prime and vigour of his life, he was offered in 
marriage the daughter of the person with whom he 
ilodged. He accepted the offer, forgetting the urgent 


/ 


necessity of his return home, and this circumstance 
detained him there for four years more. It was ' 
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while he lived at Agra that he received the intelli" 
gence of his father’s death, a circAimstaiice which has- 
tened his return home, where it was his lot to remain 
for tlrtTfitturc, • 

At the age of forty-nine, he had the misfortune to 
lose his good wife, by whom he had issue only two 
daugliters. Those who are acquainted with the senti- 
ments of eastern nations, know the intense anxiety 
which every man, whctlicr Mohaincdan or Hindu, 
feels to have a son to hear his name, and transmit it 
(as the English poet says) to ages yet unborn.” 
Such persons will be able to enter into the state of 
my father’s feelings on finding himself, at an advanced 
period of life, a widower, and with the dreary pros- 
pect of descending into the grave tlic last male scion 
of his race. Had ho consulted only Ijis own incli- 
nations, he ’would have been content to sufier this 
fate, miserable as it was, ratlnr tlian endeavour to 
forget in the society of a second wife the severe loss 
which he had sustained in the death of the former 
partner of his bosom. Ihit, at tlie earnest solicitation 
of his friends, he was induced, at the end of a year 
of widowerhood, to wed a girl of seventeen, exquisite 
in beauty, elegant in manner^, perfect in virtue and 
goodness, and of a family fully equal to bis own^ 
both as regarded sacred and social advantages, llcadcj^ 
she wa*- my mother: and you vrill therefore, I am 
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sure, forgive mo if I disj)lay more than ordinary 
warmth in paying this tribute to her departed worth. 

It was not till three years after he had contracted 
this alliance, that the tree of my father’s hope iTPcame 
fruitful, and that I, the humble author of these mc- 
moirs, made my appearance on the stage of existence, 
to gladden the hearts of my fond parents and cjf all 
those who felt an interest in their happiness. There 
were some, however, nearly connected with me by 
blood, cousins on the father’s side, to whom my birth 
brought anything but joy, seeing that, if I survived, 
one half of the profits arising from the remains of 
Sultan Mahmud’s grants must necessarily fall to my 
share. These profits were now miserably small ; some 
200 rupees, or about £20 per annum. Ilut, insig- 
nificant as they were, the jHospcct of losing any por- 
tion of them served to kindle and to keep alive the 
fire of envy and hatred in the bosoms of my unnatural 
relatives, abundant proofs of whi^h I shall have occa- 
sion shortly to adduce. Leaving them for a moment, 
however, let me return to the more pleasing task* of 
recording the delight of my dear parents when they 
beheld the blessing which it had pleased the Almighty 
to confer upon them. To mark their grateful sense 
of his kindness, and, at the same time, to commemorate 
the event in a manner which they considered the most 
appropriate, they bestowed on me the name of Lut-* 
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fullah, which, being interpreted, means the favour 
of God.” Two years after I was born, my father had 
a second son, but he survived only a few months, 
and ISf thb tim($ I had attained my fourth year, my 
dear father also was taken from us, leaving a youthful 
wddow, with a helpless orphan, to seek support wliere- 
ever«they could. 

Our condition now was truly deplorable. My poor 
mother, wholly inexperienced in the ways of the 
world, and borne down by the suddenness and weight 
of the misfortune which had befallen us, knew not 
where to turn for aid or counsel. My cousins, co- 
sharers in the small estate before-mentioned, so far 
from rendering her any assistance, were unceasing in 
their endeavours to compass our destruction ; and, to 
complete the measure of our misery, the country was 
afllicted with a famine, the severity of which has pro- 
bably never been exceeded. This last calamity lives 
in my recollection as freshly as if it were only an 
occurrence of yesterday. Numbers of people died 
daily of starvation ; famished corpses were dragged 
out of the city by tens or twenties, and buried in huge 
pits dug for the purpose, or thrown promiscuously 
into dry wells ; but there was one case, in particular, 
connected with this season of horror, which, as dis- 
playing the dreadful lengths to which human nature 
may be driven by the force of hunger, I must not 
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omit to record. I remember being taken by my uncle 
to see a woman who was subjected to public dis- 
grace,” by being paraded through the streets of the 
city, seated astride on a donkey. II(?r face!*, cftTfe side 
of which was painted white and the other black, was 
turned towards the animal’s tail, and I, not knowing 
the reason of this strange exhibition, was at* first 
highly amused by the sight. My mirth, however, waf< 
soon dispelled, by being informed that the wretched 
creature before me, who was an inhabitant of a Bheel 
village in the district, and who was afterwards to be 
transported for life, had been convicted of having 
killed the young child of a neighbour, and, to allay 
the pangs of hunger, had boiled and eaten it. 

But to return to my own affairs. At the expiration 
of the Chihlum,” or forty days of mourning, pre- 
scribed by the customs of the Moslems in India, when 
the memory of the deceased is supposed no longer 
to engross the attention of sorrowing survivors to the 
exclusion of the ordinary concerns of life, my mother 
thought it advisable to remove from my late father’s . 
house, where we were surrounded by a host of mis- 
called friends, intent only on accomplishing our ruin. 
We accordingly took up our residence with her mother 
and brother, by both of whom we were received and * 
tr^eated with the utmost tenderness. These dear rela- 
tives had no pecuniary interest, like my cousins oi> 
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of which was, at first, a most violent fit of sneezing, 
and if protracted to a quarter of an hour, a 
horrible death by suffocation. But though these, and 
some ^thw modv3s of extracting confessions, equal in 
cruelty to anything which I read, many years after- 
wards, of the IiK^uisItioii in Catholic countries, were 
ill genera] attended with success, there were not 
wanting instances, in whicli a love of gold prevailed 
over a love of life ; and I have heard of many persons 
wlio submitted in resolute aud sullen silence to the 
most agonizing tortures, till death released them from 
th(‘ir sufferings, and restored them to that mother- 
earth, wherein their loved treasure lay interred. 

Our houses, however, having contained sacred fami- 
lies were looked upon with reverence by all the troops 
of the banditti. Moreover, they always made some 
presc'uts to my uncle and self when they left the city, 
which they considered a sanctification of their booty. 
People of our neighbourhood, either jMoslcms or 
Hiiuliis, whoever had the opportunity of hiding them- 
sefves and property in our houses and thus escaped 
diabolical outrages, made us some presents : so we 
were not badly ofi’ even in such times of difficulty ; 
but tlic sufferings of our fellow-creatures rendered our 
lives bitterly miserable. 

A[y good uncle took our part against our otl^er 
• usurping relatives, and demanded one half of the 
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produce of the landed property, and of the daily 
offerings, etc., to the shrine. Accordingly, sometimes 
they paid a few rupees ; but always said they would 
give us nothing unless I should either personally 
attend every day at the shrine, as they did, to super- 
intend the offerings, etc., or employ another t)erson 
to act for me. My uncle aliordt'd us all the pecuniary 
aid in his power ; but then he had a large family of 
his own to maintain, and my mother did not like to 
burden her kind brother with our wants. She had 
jewels of her dowry, about four hundred rupees’ worth, 
which she was now obliged to sell, one by one ; and, 
in the course of one year, all the jewels vanished — 
but, luckily for us, so did the dearth. 

After a few years, my pronunciation became as 
correct as possible. I spoke with accuracy, and tried 
to cheat my mother and relatives by patching up 
stories, which often excited their mirth. I was, besides, 
a mischievous young creature, and devised various 
plans of playing tricks, to the great annoyance of niy 
protectors. 

I caught frogs, and slyly put them into the ladies’ 
work-baskets, which contained their needles, thread 
and cotton, etc. I watched the time when they finished 
their domestic matters, and, after breakfast, sat at their 
peaceful occupation : I then fixed my eyes on the 
basket, and just as the poor lady uncovered the lid,. 
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out sprang the imprisoned animal upon her. This 
caused licr to scream, and sometimes faint, to the 
laughter of the lookers on. 

Afc^thc age of five I grew more troublesome, and 
now it was determined that I should h(.‘ sent to school. 
A day of good luck was fixed, and the book being 
placad under my arm, I was led to the jdacc of in- 
struction. I 2)roccecIed, of course, unwillingly, like a 
lamb to the slaughter-house. 

I was introduced by my uncle to the master, who 
took me in charge, and was very glad to find, in a 
short time, that I learnt my lessons quicker tliaii my 
schoolfellows, and knew my Kur’an as well as any 
mulla. In the course of six months I learnt all the 
prayers of Islam, and was received everywhere with 
approbation. Whenever I happened to recite any 
part of the holy book in an assembly of great peoj^le, 
I was loaded with applause and presents. 

During this periqd I was only ])unishcd once, but 
very severely, for a grievous offence against a holy man 
naiiK'd Shaikh Nasrullah. 

This good old man was a jn-iest of the village of 
Ilasiltnir, about fifty miles distant from us, and was an 
intimate friend of my uncle, to whom he occasionally 
paid liis visits, and these not of short duration of a day 
or so, but he stayed with him for wee ks, and sometimes 
<'for months. Our means wxrc too scanty to endure the 
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burden of maintaining this old priest, who seemed 
to take no notice of our circumstance's ; but as my 
uncle was unparalleled in liberality, generosity, and 
humanity, he pawned his clothes, a«d ran iir^debt, 
for the entertainment of his guest. 

It happened that this old Shaikh Nasrullah had 
come as uMial on a visit. He was an old man of 
great wut, and almost every other word of his conver- 
sation was a proverb. 1 remember his form and 
features very well ; he was a tall man, of good and 
strong make, with a dc'pressed forehead ; he squinted 
much, and invariably shook liis head up and down, 
as if he consented to everything proposed to him. 
He had no teeth in his mouth, but his long hovving 
white beard made up for all his deformity. He was 
so fond of talking, that he chatted on, whether sense 
or nonsense, whether one listened to it or not. Al- 
though speaking ill of our neighbours is a crime 
unpardonable, — particularly of those who are gone 
by, ^^de inortuis nil nisi bomim,” — yet 1 cannot help 
recollecting Lord Jkicon’s remark here — Deforined 
persons arc commonly even with Nature ; for as 
Nature has done ill by them, so they do ill by 
Nature.” In sliort, it was not easy for my poor 
uncle to get rid of him after the evening meal ; he 
frequently fell asleep during the interminable conver- 
sation of bi^ old guest, and did not wake to peiTonn, 
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his nightly prayers, until roused up from his sleep. 
The old man — may God forgive him ! (or rather for- 
give me for the crime 1 committed on his sacred 
perso;.^ — 3 omeh'i)w or other did not like me. He 
always checked me for something or other, and 
scolded me severely if T made a slight mistake, even 
in pronouncing a word. These unjust reprimands 
made me resolve to take my revenge upon him. 

One Friday, our Sabbatli, being free front my task, 
as is usual in all IMahomedan schools, I went out to 
the market with a few pieces of money, which I had 
by me, saved IVom my prc'sents, and purchased a little 
gunpowder. The same day, after the mid-day prayer, 
the old man returned homo, and went to sleep in an 
airy part of the verandah, his stomacli overloaded 
with food, his mouth wid(* open, and his eyes half- 
shut, presenting a truly laughable picture, and his 
thick long whiU' beard lay on liis breast like a bundle 
of hay. 1 entered quietly, went to his side, and 
spread the combustible on his b('ard. I then went out, 
aifd, tying a match to a long rod, lighted it ; I gave 
a touch from a distance and ofl’ it went, setting the 
beard on a sudden blaze. The old man started from 
his sleep and began rubbing his face, repeating his 
creed as a sign of distress, Laillah illillah, — There 
is no God but one God.” Presently he got up, mad 
.with rage, and I slipped in at the door of the Zanana 
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unobserved by him, and looked on at the fun through 
the key-hole with the eye of admiration and satis- 
faction. The old fellow ran here ’and there with his 
staff, ready to smite even the dcwil himself, if h/? met 
him. llis face and hands were flayed, and, what with 
his natural ugliness and his singed beard, he was 
certainly a hideous object. TIis shouts soon brought 
my uncle out of his r(‘ading place, and seeing his 
friend with face and hands flayed, and deprived of 
his beard, he cried out, What ails you Shaikh 
Nasrullah?” Ails me? the devil himself! ” replied 
the old man ; I am gone for ever : God lias punished 
me for my sins ; my honour is gone with my beaiTh 
Oh, my beard! my beard!” Exainining well Ids face, 
and hearing such exclamations, my uncle could not 
help smiling, for which the old man reproved him 
very harshly, saying, ‘^llavc you no shame to laugh 
at the calamity of your brother?” My uncle begged 
his pardon, and enquiring liow it happened, he 
replied, That dog ! that brute ! that infidel ! tliat little 
Shaitan ! that learned nephew of yours, whom you call 
a promising young lad, has, 1 am sui*c, done this : that 
rod of his lying there is a proof substantial enough to 
have him beheaded.” Hearing this I trembic'd, went 
quie'tly to my bed, and pretended to sleep soundly. 
In the meantime, my good uncle poured two or throe 
p'liia’s of ink on his face and hands Tit biing the 
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common remedy used in our country for burns), and 
consoled him by saying all of us were helpless against 
the decrees of fate, to which all must submit, and that 
whaXjia^bbcn grdained by the omnipotent hand of Deity 
for any individual being must come to pass : we must 
bear it with J)atience, according to the saying, Bene- 
Jlciis malcjlcia pensarey He promised the old Shaikh 
that my foollsli act should not go unrewarded, and 
that the puiiisliiiieiit should be a severe one; Avhich 
last sentence gave the old fellow more consolation 
than all the doctrine above preached. My uncle then 
came in, determined to fullil his promise ; but being 
a man of very tender heart, he could not punish 
me, so lie told my motlier and grandmother what 
had takem place, upon which both the ladies, with- 
out asking a question, and without a judge and 
jury, began to use their canes on my back unre- 
lentingly. I cried for mercy, and declared my inno- 
cence, telling them that I never burnt the beard, 
which last sentence, foolishly uttered, proved me 
guilty beyond all doubt. Fortunately, my uncle 
being present, I received but very few blows, and 
w'as released from the liands of my fair torturers. 

My mother now swore, by the holy Kur’an, that 
she would burn my hands with a red-hot pair of 
tongs, if ever 1 was found guilty of a similar mis- 
demeanour again. I was very glad that I got off 
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SO easily, unaware of another impending thrashing 
that I had to undergo next day. 

Early in the next morning I jDroceeded to school, 
with my books and breakfast. My ma5j:er Ibokeckvery 
stift' and awkward, and did not return my salutation. 
A young friend of mine, who sat next to me, 
whispered that the old Shaikh had reported my^of- 
fence to the master, and that I must soon expect 
the consequence. The boys were then examined in 
their lessons of the day before, but I was required 
to repeat by heart all that I had learnt for the last 
three days, which I did with perfect fluency, and 
without a single mistake. We were ordered to resume 
our seats, and the master then asked me, ^^Did you 
burn the old Shaikh’s beard yesterday?” No, Sir,” 
replied I, but I set fire to it by mistake, and have 
suflered for my error.’^ Mistake ! you little brute !” 
rejoined he, ‘‘ it was a heinous crime, in return for 
whicli if you do not get something from me, as an 
additional reward, you will certainly try my beard 
next.” I Avas then immediately tied to the post^ 
and flogged most unmercifully till my back was flayed. 
This unexpected punishment caused me to determine 
on another revenge, which I took on my master, 
and I fortunately managed it so well as to escape 
detection. Moreover, his superstition led him to 
view* the accident in the light of a punishment in- 


3 
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flicted on him by the invisible hand, for maltreating 
the person of a sacred orphan, and he was confirmed 
in this belief by several dreams. In the course of 
two or -tliree ^days, I took another opportunity of 
going to the market place, and purchased a little 
J emalgota croton iiglium the severe purgative 

powers of which nut I knew beforehand, my uncle 
having administered it to several persons as medicine. 
I powdered one of the nuts, and preserved it folded 
up in a piece of paper in rny turban. My custom 
was to go to school before the other boys arrived. 
The next morning when the coffee was brought in 
small cups for my master and his three friends, each 
cup was placed before their respective seats on the 
floor, they being outside warmly engaged in arguing 
on a religious point. The attendant having placed 
the cups went out to inform them ; and I, immediately 
taking out the powder from my turban, put it in 
my master’s cup, and mixed it with my finger. In 
the meantime, in comes a youngster, and seeing me 
near the cup, cries out, " Ila ! ha ! stealth ! ” 
Mentally cursing him, I told him he was blind 
and had lost his sight, for accusing me, when I was 
driving away the flies with my kerchief. I then 
asked him to come in my place and act my part, 
as my turn was over. He readily accepted the situ- 
ation, and I, resuming my seat, began to read my 
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book with profound attention. My master and his 
friends now came in, still engaged in conversation, 
and drank their cups and smoked hookas with their 
usual zest. After about an hour the friencls*lcA and 
my master began to feel uneasy. I saw quite clearly 
that my miraculous dose was taking effect on him ; his 
brown complexion became pale, his fiery eyes .ap- 
peared dull and sunk ; and strange qualms coming 
on, he told the boys to take a holiday as he felt very 
unwell, and that it was owing to his own imprudence, 
for in the entertainment of last night he had eaten 
beyond the bounds of moderation ; and one of such 
feasts,” observed he, will sooner or later put an end 
to my life.” 

We gladly received this order, and commenced 
folding up our books, etc. In the meantime, the 
master’s suffering became greater ; he threw his 
rosary on one side and his turban on another, and 
began to roll on the floor, embracing his large pillow 
and cursing the entertainment and its author. When 
we prepared to leave the house and saluted the mastei**, 
he was seized with severe vomiting and other painful 
symptoms ; so leaving the poor old man in this state 
we rushed out, each of us taking his own way. 

For my part, I bent my steps towards home, with 
the ^tear of sorrow in one eye and the light of satis- 
faction in the other. To say the truth, although 
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my revenge was appeased, yet I could not help think- 
ing my horrid vengeance liad exceeded the punish- 
ment I had received ; that one quarter of the cursed 
quantity*' I gave him was quite sufficient for the poor 
old fellow, and that if anything worse happened to 

f 

him, I should have to carry his blood on my head 
at the day of judgment (according to the preaching 
I often heard from my uncle and others). With these 
confusing thoughts 1 reached home. My mother 
asked me the reason of my unseasonable return, and 
1 explained to her the cause, viz., the master’s severe 
illness, not forgetting, however, to mention the un- 
lucky feast of the night before, in which he had 
overloaded his stomach according to his custom on 
such occasions. Upon this, my mother ordered me 
to sit at lier wheel and r(*ad to lier wliat I had learnt 
during th(3 last week. 

Tills bt'ing the mango season, my uncle had gone 
out to his trees in the morning, and did not return 
till the afternoon. On being informed of the mas- 
t&r’s indisposition, he observed that he had predicted 
it last night, when he saw the old gentleman at the 
feast. He immediately ran to his house, and finding 
him exhausted and nearly lihdess, gave him some 
cordial medicines, and, leaving advice with the attend- 
ant, returned home. The master recovered the next 
moiiiing, but was unfit for his duty for several days. 
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(luring which period I studied with my mother and 
uncle. 

On the master’s recovery, the school became re- 

m 

populated, and I resumed my visits uMiai. • The 
master’s j)i'o^^und superstition led him to be more 
respectful towards me than necessary, and he told 
every one that his indisposition was owing to the dis- 
pleasure of the saints — my ancestors — from whom he 
had received many warnings in his dreams. He 
begged my pardon for his past ill-treatment of me ; 
so, at the age of seven, I was a little priest ; 
every body kissed my hand, and I was respected 
by all. 

It was no more requisite now to instruct me in the 
Holy Book, as I knew it almost all by heart. I knew 
all the forms of jn-ayer, and was sometimes put in 
the pulpit to rcjicat sermons on Fridays, and I re- 
member having acted my part well. 

I was soon after removed from tljc Alkoranic school, 
and intrusted to a Persian teacher. IMy studies now 
became heavier, as I had two lessons to learn, both in 
reading and writing, with the Pei'sian master during 
the day ; and, at night, my uncle w^as pleased to 
load my little head with the elements of the Arabic 
grammar, which last I hated, not knowing the import- 
anoc of what I was learning. On the other hand, 
I liked Persian, having had the advantage of knowing 
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it colloquially from my infancy, the language being 
generally spoken by all the members of our family, 
on occasions of secrecy and religious discussions, 
etc. '’Besides, Viiy new master was a very gentlemanly 
man, of most amiable character. He explained fully 
everything I asked, and proved logically all he said. 
He. seldom grew angry, and, if ever he did, his words 
of anger were sweeter than the applause of my first 
master. His instruction was a mere matter of favour, 
as he was an ofliccr of his Highness the Gaikwdr, re- 
siding tlicre on duty, and kept no school. 

At the age of eight, I went through the celebrated 
works of the immortal Sadi. I could write a passable 
hand in Persian, and thoroughly knew the elements 
of the Arabic grammar. During this year I met with 
a dangerous accident, but was lucky enough to escape 
from the dreadful claws of the angel of death. It 
happened, one Friday, that I went to visit the shrine, 
being requested bv my uncle to attend occasionally, 
in order that my rightful claim to the income might 
remain undisputed. I was received with their usually 
hypocritical kindness by my two cousins, and sat, for a 
little while, talking with them. They observed I was 
too wise for my years, but that I passed my life in a 
sort of prison under teachers, and that, when I 
reached their age, t.e. seventeen or eighteen, I should 
have got no knowledge of the world. To this I made 
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no reply, but I could not help admiring their con- 
dition, compared with my own, and thought their life 
must be very happy, as they had no restriction of 
school, but enjoyed freedom, and cilways* talked, 
laughed, and played, while I was confined in a dun- 
geon, with bundles of nasty papers. At the same 
time, I consoled myself with this conclusion (com- 
monly resorted to by all Muslims) : it was written, in 
the book of their fate, to have a good and kind 
mother, and, in that of mine, to have a strict one ; it 
was not, therefore, proper to strive against fate, and 
thus I comforted myself. In the meantime, several 
boys came in, and all of us joined in playing and run- 
ning about for an hour. About 10 o’clock a.m we 
got tired, and my cousins proposed going to a tank 
in the neighbourhood to bathe, so all of us proceeded 
thither. 

This was a small but beautiful tank, built at the 
junction of several streams descending from hills. 
The deep column of water was about fifteen yards 
square ; three sides of the tank were almost level with 
the ground, with steps of red stone, but the fourth side 
was built up perpendicularly, and here the water was 
deepest. The spot was lovely, covered with verdant 
trees both of fruits and flowers, and adorned with lofty 
Hindu temples at a few yards distance from the pool. 
On our arrival here, my cousins and others jumped . 
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down in the water from the enormous height of the 
fourth side, and swam from one side to another, seem- 
ing to enjoy themselves vastly. I longed greatly to 
play with t\iems perceiving this, from my looks, they 
asked me to join them. I pleaded my inability in 
swimming, but they offered to teach me by supporting 
me ^011 their liands. I willingly accepted the offer 
and, strippifjg myself, entered the water. My cousins 
swam across once or twice with me, and then left me 
to my fate in the middle. I went down and floated up 
once or twice, and at last sunk never to rise again, if 
such liad been the will of the Almighty. My cousins 
and all the boys (I was told afterwards) ran away, the 
former under the pretence of fetching some one to 
take me out of the water, most likely thinking that by 
the time they returned I shordd be no more. I know 
not how long after I was take n out. When I came to 
my senses, I found myself hung to a tree with my legs 
upward and head down, the water flowing from my 
mouth, nose, and eyes, mixed with foam. Opening 
nty eyes, I saw a Brahman standing by my side and 
whirling me about. As the rope by which I was sus- 
pended to the bough slacked and tightened I 
attempted to speak, but had no power of doing so. 

I made signs with my hand, begging the Brahman to 
release me from the torture I was undergoing, and the 
good man did so ; after which, he seated me on his 
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right arm and, standing up, he turned round like a 
top until he was tired ; he then fell down with me 
exhausted. In a little while, regaining strength, I sat 
up, but was seized with severe vomiting tvhich Spoiled 
his clothes. The water issued from my^ mouth for 
about an hour ; in the meantime, the good Brahman 
washed, bathed, and j^nrified himself in the tank, ayd 
returning to me, stood at a little distance muttering his 
prayers in Sanskrit, all the time eyeing me with com- 
passion. He asked me how I did? To this kind 
question my reply was, that I was very nearly re- 
covered. I then saluted him respectfully, and begged 
to know his name. He told me his name was 
Kajaram, and that he was the principal warden of the 
temple opposite to me ; that he was watching me from 
within the temple all the while, and wlnui the boys 
deserted, leaving me to perish in the water, he was 
inspired by his god, Mahadeva, to draw me out, in obe- 
dience to which sacred command he had saved my life. 
He then asked me to make a prostration to the deity 
to which I owed my life. Situated as I was I could* 
not well disobey my patron, so I made a profound bow 
apparently to the stone, touching the ground with my 
head, but, at the same time, bending my little mind to 
the Almighty, the only God, the Maker of the stone 
as \yell as of all creatures. As a young Muslim 
priest, the first thing that had been inculcated in me 
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was to ridicule the folly of the Hindus^ in worship- 
ping stones framed and made by themselves, and 
other beings besides the Supreme One. 

This* accident, however, raised doubts in my 
young mind, as I thought of Polytheism prevailing 
everywhere, and I argued with myself, — If the 
Hindu shrines arc stones, ours contain but dust and 
bones. To believe in one or the other, or believe 
or disbelieve in both, is a most puzzling question.” 
On the other hand, when I afterwards came to think 
upon Christianity, Christians, too, seemed to have 
fallen into various erroneous opinions respecting the 
Prophet Jesus Christ (blessed be his name!). Some 
make him their God, others the Son of God, and 
others one of the three persons of their Trinity. 

Although in my after life I was a good Muslim, 
yet I could not shake off such confused notions 
entirely, until I was about tliirty years of age, when 
my close study of some excellent works, set my brain 
right, and then I knew what I was and how to 
•perform my devotions to my Creator. I beg, however, 
to observe, that I am still ignorant of my first origin, 
and of what I am to be on my being transferred to 
the undiscovered country, from whose bourne no 
traveller returns.” Talking upon these subjects, even 
with strictness, with some of my learned friends,^ren- 
ders me an infidel in their estimation, to whom my 
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general reply is the ode of the immortal Hafiz (may 
his earth be cool!), very nearly corresponding with 
the following lines of Lord Byron : — 

“Some kinder casuists are rlcased to say. 

In nameless print, that I have no devotion ; 

But set those persons down with me to pray. 

And you shall see who has the propercst notion 
Of getting into heaven the shortest way. 

My altars are the mountains and the ocean, 

Earth, air, stars,— all that springs from the great Whole 
Who hath produced and will receive the soul.” 

To return to my own predicament: I had hardly 
finished my affected prostration to the well-formed 
medium of worship, when the Brahman pointed out 
to me the boys coming with ropes and hooks, for 
the purpose of taking me out of the tank. My 
cousins ran and embraced me, and washed my body 
from the dust and mud, etc., and assisted me in my 
dressing, and shed false tears ; telling me, at the 
same time, that they were very ^ sorry that I had 
slipped from their hands, adding that if they could 
not have drawn me out of the water with the mate- 
rials they had brought, they had determined upon 
drowning themselves for my sake. The Brahman 
listened to this plausible story of theirs very quietly, 
and looked on at their washing and dressing me ; which 
having done, they asked me to go along with them. 
I got up, made my salam to the Brahman and was 
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about to depart, when he in an angry tone addressed 
himself to them. The boy shall not leave the spot 
without my going with him, and you shall not take 
him to throw Him into another well.” 

My cousins iirctended to discuss the point, alleging 
that I was thedr brother, but he threatened to call to 
the neighbouring gardeners for help, and to send 
them along with me to the Minister of the Raja, and 
report tludr infamous conduct to him in full. Hearing 
this, they AV('rc frightemed out of their wits, and pros- 
trated themselves at his feet, begging his forgiveness 
for the sake of the deity in the tem])le. They made 
him some present in money, and in return took his 
solemn promise not to allow the story to transpire. 

I liked this arrangement, dreading that the betray- 
ing the secret would bring on jik' a severe punish- 
ment. He entered into the agreement witJi them in 
every respect, c’xeept as to <lclivering me over to 
them, Avhich he declared he would never do for 
anything in the world. 

After mutual promises my cousins left the jilace, 
and Eajaram led me behind the temjile, where he 
spread a few bundles of grass under the thick shade 
of a tree, and desired me to go to sleep. 

I recollect that my sleej) at that time was as sound 
as that of eternity, and, to this day, I have never 
had a slumber so refreshing. When roused by thi 
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Brahman 1 got up ; it was dark night, and I found 
my clothes and the grassy bed all wet with the 
moisture which issued from mo during niy rest. I 
felt my head heavy, my limbs benunjbed; an(\ my 
mental power stupified. The Brahman made me wash 
my hands and face, and then asked me where I 
resided. I mentioned to him the name of the quarter 
and that of my uncle, — the mere mention of wliom 
caused me, on a sudden, to burst into a violent 
flood of tears. The Brahman then held me by the 
hand, and led me to the direction I pointed out. 
lie asked me where my father was ? He died long 
ago,” replied I. As we proceeded, he put several 
questions, regarding my station in life, means of live- 
lihood, and relatives, etc. I told him cvcrytliing I 
possibly could, and the man seemed greatly 

moved with conq)assion at my distressful condition. 
He made me a present of two rupees, and advised 
me never to go to bathe, or trust my cousins again. 

At the gate of my house he left me and departed. 
My mother, uncle, and otliers received me with . 
deliglit after their long anxiety. My uncle was ready 
to start in search of me, when I arrived. I was asked 
the reason of my long absence, and, in reply, I 
pleaded indisposition; and after taking my meal, I 
was put in bed. 

Bive or six days after, my uncle was informed of 
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the accident by some of the boys. He explained it 
to my mother, and this time all the members of the 
family took pity on me, instead of visiting me, as 
usual with reproof. Rajaram was sent for, and sin- 
cerely thanked by all. My good mother, especially, 
with tearfub eyes appeared before him, against all 
the laws of morality of Mohamedan ladies ; she 
thanked him most sincerely for having saved her only 
son’s life, and offered him a pair of silver bracelets 
and ten rupees in ready cash as a humble reward, 
declaring that was all she then possessed in the world, 
and that if she had ten lacs of rupees she would 
have given all to him with pleasure, still considering 
his service had far exceeded in comparison the 
amount. The poor, but honest. Brahman said he took 
the offer to be the very act, and that he would not 
deprive the poor lady of a small sum on any account ; 
however, lie took one rupee out of it to please her. 

After this, I was not allowed to go anywhere, 
except to my school. Misfortunes do not come singly : 
about two months subsequent to my being thus saved 
from drowning, I was seized with dysentery, which 
tenacious and trying malady fed on my flesh for seven 
long months. I was reduced to a mere skeleton. 
All sorts of medicines were tried on me, most abomi- 
nable in taste and appearance, but without any 
effect. I was allowed nothing but rice and d^l. 
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which food to my palate was worse than medicine. 
In short, I was given up by all. The poor Brahman 
often called on me ; he comforted me in my presence, 
but, on turning his back, he shed tears at. my 
orphanage, poverty, and mortal disorder. 

As the time went on, the month of Moharram — or 
the anniversary of the death of our most sacred king 

I 

of martyrs. Imam Husain, the son of Ali, by the 
daughter of our blessed prophet — arriving, a sort of 
fair was held in the city for about ten days. I had 
little or no strength to walk without another person’s 
aid, and asked my uncle to help me out as far as 
the gate of our house, where he seated me on a small 
bench and returned. Looking on the thoroughfare 
of the people, and their playing with warlike weapons, 
etc., I could not help envying their healthful con- 
dition, and had the mortification of reflecting that 
my time was over, and that it was no use thinking 
of the world, where I had to stay for only a few 
days, or, very likely, a few hours. I was seized 
with despondency and despair, ignorant of this, that 
I had still many vicissitudes to encounter, and 
many years more to breathe upon this terrestrial 
globe of wonder ; and little thinking of the unlimited 
power of the omnipotent divine Providence, which 
shows its miraculous effects where all human powers 
fail; 
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During niy stay at the gate, my attention was 
drawn to the cook-shop, adorned with several kinds 
of cakes and some j)astry of mincemeat, etc. I asked 
my ^imcle to give me some money tliat I might pur- 
chase some of it, as I felt my desire irresistibly strong 
to have it but the reply was a usual one, — You 
shall not have any of it; for meat is indigestible, 
and poison for those who have dysentery ; you arc 
sure to die in case of tasting even a particle of it.” 
For my 2 )art, I did not like this advice, but was 
obliged to submit to it. The next day I stole a few 
pieces from my mother’s work box, and prepared 
in the evening to buy some of the pastry. My desire 
was so great that I would have it, and cared not if 
it cost me my life. The evening came, and 1 took 
my staff, and walked out to the gate supported by 
it. Taking my seat, I called to the cook, and, giving 
him the pieces of money, I obtained the object of 
my ardent desire. But now, it was another dilliculty 
almost unsolvablc,’ where to cat it undiscovered by 
anybody? My experience, however, soon suggested 
a secret place, where I went and devoured the large 
quantity — I think about one pound in weight — and 
then going to my bed, 1 slept ; concluding, from the 
advice of my good j)receptors, that the venom would 
have its full effect on me during my sleep, and that I 
should never rise to suffer any more distress Irani 
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dysentery or other misfortunes. The next morning, 
to my own great surprise and that of all the family, 
I found myself quite recovered. The venom, in my 
opinion and that of my friends, acted As an airtitlote. 
I began to gain strength every day, and in about 
two months I was altogether as healthy as possible, 
excepting that my stomach still remained exorbitantly 
protuberant, but without any sensible pain. To 
remove this unnatural deformity some of my advisers 
desired me to smoke the hooka ; this I readily acceded 
to, and the expected result gradually followed ; I 
quite recovered, though I thus became addicted to 
a bad habit of smoking and now I conclude this 
chapter with the expiration of the eighth year of 
my age. 


3 
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CHAPTER II. 

Political state of affairs about the year 1810. — Humours respecting the 
new race of foreigners called the Feringees.— lllicel robbers— mode 
of executing them.— Visit to llaroda.— First rencontre with Ferin- 
goos.— Iiito of circumcision. — Hetlections.— Visit to Ujjain.— Aly 
mother’s .second marriage. — Plunder of my step-father’s house 
by Siudhiuh’s soldiers.— An Eastern story. 

At this time, rumours of war were heard in all 
directions. The kingdom of Delhi received a mortal 
blow at the death of Aurangzeb, a.d. 170G ; but 
the dynasty was, in fact, cxtingiiishcd by Shah Alam, 
who, after a life of sensual enjoyment, was blinded 
by Ghulam Kadirkhan, one of his nobles, in 1788, 
expired in ISOG, and was succeeded by his son, Akbar 
the II., who was placed on the throne by the Mara- 
thas. Observing the kingdom in such a state, the 
governors of diflerent provinces assumed independcrit 
power. 

Amid tlie.se changes, the most interesting news to us 
was the following. About sixty years previously, 
during the reign of Mohamed IShah, some foreign ad- 



FEIUNGEES. 


35 


venturers, wonderful in their character and manners, 
appeared in the country, where they began to estab- 
lish themselves, taking the advantage of tlie emperor’s 
weakness and of the universal discord among^ the 

nobles and governors of the i)rovinces. Strange 

» 

things were said regarding this wonderful people, 
who, it was affirmed, had no skin, but a thin meinbnvie , 
covering their body, which made them appear abomi- 
nably white. They were perfect in magical art, which 
made them successful in all their undertakings. They 
did not believe in our blessed Ih'opliet, and they 
called themselves Christians ; but would not act upon 
the laws of the sacred Anjil, which holy book they 
had changed in several places to serve their \vorldly 
purposes. Most of them still worshipped images, and 
they ate everything, and particularly things forbidden 
by the holy Moses, and this in spite of the order 
of the sacred Anjil (St. Matthew, v., 18 and 19) ; 
nay, they did not spare human flesh when driven 
to extremity. They had made three Gods for them- 
selves, instead of one — the only Omnipotent Supreme ' 
Being — contrary to their first commandment ; and, most 
absurd of all, they attributed to the Almighty God 
the having wife and children ; and by the same token 
they called their Prophet and themselves Son and 
children of God. Such reports were the topic of 
ahnost all conversations, and many other things were 
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said against them, and only one in their favour — that 
they were not unjust ; hut in the administration of 
justice, they never deviated from the sacred hook 
of the-ancicnfr law of Solomon, the son of David, etc. 

These and such accounts not only amused us, but 
sometimes excited us to a fit of fanaticism. Such 
were the talcs that spread abroad in India at that 
time. My uncle and myself wanted particularly to 
see some of tliese extraordinary people, and to ques- 
tion them on their erroneous religion. But as they 
had not visited our city yet, and we had never seen a 
European face, our zeal remained untried. The 
morning of good luck, however, now began to dawn 
upon the people of our district, for they in those 
days were not molested by the outlaws, the Pindarees 
being engaged with their enemies. But the hill 
Bhcels still infested the roads, and occasionally paid 
their nocturnal visits to the town, to rob at the risk 
of their life. They were sometimes apprehended, and 
then rarely escaped, and that only by bribing the 
■ ministers and giving large presents to the raja 
himself ; and if not, they used to be punished and 
executed in most cruel fashion ; such as by being tied 
to the foot of an elephant to be dragged through 
the town, or being split by one of those huge animals. 
In the latter case, the elephant, directed by the mahawat, 
puts one of the legs of the poor victim under his loot. 
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and seizing the other with his trunk splits him in a 
second hy one pull, when the h^g pulled comes off 
with the covering of the stomach and very nearly 
half the skin of the body. The next irfode is iTfc'ak- 
ing the head : this horrid punislimcnt ^ is inliicted 
by f)utting the man horizontally on one side with his 
head on a hat stone ; a ball of stone is then put on 
his upper temple, and the executioner, asking per- 
mission of the officer three times, inflicts a fatal blow 
with a large wooden hammer on tlie small ball, which 
smashes the head at once, and the brain is dashed 
out. Other modes are, throwing down from the high 
wall of a castle ; belieading witli the sword ; and, 
lastly, blowing from tlie moutli of a cannon. I have 
often been an cye-witm'ss to these horrid c^xecutions, 
and beg my reader to avoid them to the best of his 
power. 

lieturning to the subject of my own life : our cir- 
cumstances now became miserably ^straightened; we 
sold all we had, and sometimes starved for a day or 
so, after which we obtained but sorry food through 
our own hard labour. All the females cither worked 
with the needle or the spinning wheel from 
morning till midnight ; and my uncle wrote copies 
of different books, and I assisted him in reading 
and^. comparing them all day long. But the price 
of our labour was insufficient for our livelihood. My 
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uncle at last, tired of the sufferings consequent upon 
poverty, resolved to go to Baroda, where resided 
several wealthy disciples of liis own and of my late 
fathcTT and otir visit to them would, we fully trusted, 
relieve us from the misery of want, at all events for 
some time^ 

Our journey being determined upon, my uncle, 
mother, and myself made the required preparations 
to start with tlic first caravan of opium carts, took 
leave of all the? members of the family, and left the 
town. We were received by the cartmen of the 
caravan with great res])cct ; all of whom, being Mos- 
lems of the Oilmen cast(‘, regularly worshipped us. 
They prayed five times a day with us, and made 
comfortable places for us in the carts. They gave 
us better food than what they ate, and slieltcred us 
from the sun and the dew. This was my first travel, 
and the curiosities of nature filled my little mind with 
uncommon amusement ; the sweetly-fragrant breeze 
of the jungles in the morning after prayer, refreshed 
my brain ; the views of lofty mountains of various 
shapes, of rivers and clear streams, and the beauty 
of the trees clad in green and covered with flowers 
of different hues, alfordcd an admirably new landscape 
to the sight ; and the most sw^eet and melodious voices 
of the birds enchanted my cars. At such timqs my 
uncle generally cited the beautiful verses of the 
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immortal Sadi of Shiraz, — Each of the green 
trees, in the eyes of the wise, is a book that will 
teach you the knowledge of the infinite power of 
the Author,” etc., in the same sense •witll W.^Uiam 
Shakespeare, — 

0 

“ And this our life, exempt fron) public haunt, 

Pinds toiif^uos iu trees, books in the runnin}» brooks, 

• ^ 

Serinoiis in stones, and good iu everything.” 

We travelled on comfortably enough in the carts 
at the rate of thirteen or fourteen miles a day, and 
reached our destination in the course of twenty-one 
days. On our arrival wc were received by our dis- 
ciples in a manner most hospitable. Five days after- 
wards my uncle and myself unfortunately caught the 
jungle fever : my suflerings ended in a short time, 
but those of my uncle were very severe, and his 
fever terminating in diarrhcea, rendered him very 
weak, lean, and miserable ; and our return to sweet 
home was soon determined upon in consequence. 
We got about three hundred rupees, subscribed by 
our good hosts, and another caravan of carts wa^.-* 
most anxiously looked for to convey us back. 

Previous to leaving the city, I will give my reader 
some account of it. The town of Baroda, originally 
Barpatra (or a barleaf, i.e., leaf of the Ficus Indica^ 
in shape), was the first large city I had seen. It 
bore no comparison with my poor miserable town. 
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which was hardly equal to one twelfth part of Baroda. 
The inner city is enclosed with walls, irregularly 
towered, extending about two miles and a half in cir- 
cumfttctnce, in tlieight from sixteen to twenty feet ; but 
the outer is only nominally walled. It has a lofty 
and great quadrangular public building in the centre, 
called Mandavee, under the roof of which there arc 
about one hundred shops of retail dealers. This place 
has three liigli gates on each side, and the four angles 
stretch forth, in direct lines of shops and houses, down 
to the inner 'wall of the city ; so the town divides itself 
into four equal parts, the roads crossing each other at 
the central market-place. The palace is meanly built 
in the usual Maratha style, more like a dungeon than 
a palace. The population of the city at that time 
was estimated to be something more than one hundred 
thousand. 

The Government of Baroda was then held by a 

Maratha llaja, of the Gaikwar or Cowherd caste, 

« 

named Anand Kao, the sixth Gaikwar from Pilaji, the 
founder of the dynasty. These Kajas being an illi- 
terate race, were much under the influence of de- 
signing ministers, who perpetrated all sorts of enor- 
mities, and introduced disorder and confusion into 
every department of the State in order to veil their 
own wicked acts. 

f 

Anand Eao was succeeded by his brother, Syaji 
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Rao, who, being a person of economical character, 
amassed a large treasury, and had eight sous and 
several daughters. The eldest son, Oaiipat llao Gaik- 
war, commonly called Riio Sahib, having been ab;:eady 
acknowledged as heir ai^parciit by his late father, 
put himself on the rnasnad immediately on his father’s 
death. On all occasions the father had acted tlie part 
of a minister to his son, except in business with the 
British resident, Avho, I believe, would not recognize 
him to be the heir apparent. Amongst the popula- 
tion I saw, for the first time, two classes with the 
eyes of amazement. They were the English and the 
Parsis ; of the former I gave my reader some account 
in the beginning of tlic chapter, according to my 
then knowledge, founded upon the information I re- 
ceived from good authorities. I will add something 
here, which struck me at the time, concerning the 
English. One morning as I was walking in the city 
to divert myself, I saw four men, two of them on 
horseback, and the other two walking along with 
them ; to my great curiosity 1 found their complexion 
corresponding with what we had heard. I heard 
them talking among themselves, and their jargon 
sounded harsh and wild to my hearing. Their dress 
tightly fitted their bodies, without any skirt to screen 
such parts as the law of modesty has taught man 
to * conceal. I felt inclined to accost them ; but 
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thought myself too young to venture on such an 
intrusion in a foreign city. I raised my hand, how- 
ever, to my forehead, in token of salutation, without 
uttcjiug the snered sentence, As salamun alaikum,” 
to which my mind Av]iis2)cred none were entitled 
except true *heliev(Ts. They returned my salutation 
very kindly, which civility greatly softened my pro-* 
judiccs against them. 

I was much amuscul at Earoda with a tame rhi- 
noceros, kept at one of the gates of the city, known 
by the name of the animal. It is the most powerful 
animal on the face of the eartli. I was so fond of 
looking at the creature during my stay at Earoda, 
that I spent many hours of leisure in sitting with 
the keepers, and staring at the animal. 

In tlic course of a few days a caravan of empty carts 
being ready to start to our dislrict for the purchase of 
opium, the cart owners, some of m horn were the same 

individuals who brought us to Ikiroda, readily agreed 

« 

to take us back. Our disciples 'went along with us 
•for two or three miles, and then, after they had 
paid their last and profoundest respects, we bade 
adieu to each other, and proceeded on. Our marches 
were short ; but being unintermitting, we soon reached 
home in safety. ]\Iy uncle recovered from his dis- 
temper during the journey without any medical ^id; 
and we concluded that the same air and water in a 
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jungle which at one time produce disorder in a 
person, at another arc the best antidote for his re- 
covery. 

In short, our journey being endf'd nn succcs-^, we 
had the pleasure of seeing our kind relations. I 
cannot express the sense of happiness I felt in em- 
bracing my old and dearest grandmother and otliQrs^ 
In this world of accidents no liappincss can be equi- 
valent to that of seeing one’s friends after a separation. 
All of us lived in peace for some time, returning 
our thanks to the Almighty God for the satisfaction 
we enjoyed. I was now a boy of some weight in 
the family, having gained a little experience by tra- 
velling, and being attentive to my studios. 

Another year of niy life passed away, as if in the 
twinkling of an eye, during which scarcely anything 
occurred worthy of notice, with the exception of the 
antique Jewish ceremony strictly attended to by all 
the Mahomedans except the royal fiunily of Delhi. 
This very painful and provoking to me, and 

confined me to my bed for more than one month. 

Here I must express my wonder that Muslims arc 
so strict in adhering to this hurtful and sometimes 
fatal operation, though the sacred Kur’aii is entirely 
silent upon the subject. Common sense should teach 
my^ good people not to deprive a son of Adam of 
any part of his body bestowed on him by nature : 
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h80c mcmbrana data cst pro preservationi sensationis 
peculiaris ct procrcationis.” Notwithstanding this scru- 
pulousness ill a rite which our sacred book has not 
made' binding '‘on us, most of the true believers in 
general at tliis time neglect many strict orders en- 
joined hy the Kur’an : such as prayers five times a 
day^ fasting thirty days annually, the bestowal of 
alms to tlie extent of a fortieth part of one’s pro- 
perty annually, and pilgrimage to Mecca once during 
one’s lifetime, if it can be afibrded. True believers 
arc prohibited from making use of any inebriating 
thing, and from receiving or paying interest on 
money. These and many other religious duties, I 
am sorry to find are very loosely attended to by the 
Muslims of this time in the world. 

Prayers and fasts are observed by very few of 
the religious character only, and the prescribed charity 
by one among a thousand of the rich. Pilgrimage 
is performed by very few people of affluence ; it is 
resorted to, in general, by the poor wretches, who 
either find or render themselves useless to the world. 
Those who abstain from intoxicating drugs, or liquors, 
do not exceed one in five thousand ; and those that 
are clear from the crime of usurious transactions are, 
I may safely say, absolutely none. The mysterious 
secret of producing or destroying any religion rests 
with the only omniscient Supreme Being : His acts 
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mast be fall of wisdom, and unfathomable by philo- 
sophers of highest rank. Let me, therefore, be silent 
upon the subject, leaving things to run their own 
course at llis mighty pleasure, and let »mc be gidded 
by the law of his blessed prophet. A mortal like 
myself should not deviate from a path ’followed by 
twelve crores (1^^0,000,000) of people for the las^ 
more than twelve and a half centuries. As the 
English poet well observes. 

Thyself but dust, thy stature but a span, 

A moment thy <luratioa, foolish man ! 

Prior. 

In a few months, the stock of our money again 
being exhausted, my uncle made another preparation 
for a new journey to the ancient city of Ujjain, taking 
a few MSS. along with him for sale : my mother and 
self, being his best companions in travelling, accom- 
panied him at his earnest desire. We hired a vehicle, 
and proceeded on at the rate of four or five miles 
a day, halting at every village that contained some 
Iiouses of Muslims, where we preached the sacred 
commands and prohibitions, and in return were treated 
with every respect, and great reverence. At length 
w(j reached our destination. The suburbs of the city 
were most charming, and afforded an excellent view 
of the edifices and domes of the ancient Hindu tem- 
ples, and the minarets of mosques, rising above groves 
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of fresh and verdant trees at the side of the river 
Sipra. We entered the city, and put up with an 
old friend of my uncle. 

After our arrival here I was highly pleased wdth 
the town, and upon inquiry about it, I was informed 
that the city had stood, according to the Hindu 
legends (or Ihiranas) for many ages. It is held in 
great veneration by the Hindus, on account of its 
having been tlu) place where liajas Karan, Bhartri, 
and the most celebrated Vikrani, once sat on the 
throne of government, aided by invisible spirits. The 
death of the illustrious llaja Vikram, which occurred 
about 57 years, Ji.e., is the principal epoch of the 
Hindus throughout the whole of India. The city 
was first conquered by !Mahomedans in 1229, A.D., 
and it fell into the hands of the INIarathas during 
the imbecile reign of Mahomed Shah ; and ever since 
has been enjoyed by the Sindblah family. The popu- 
lation in 1810 A.D., amounted to about 120,000 
persons. 

During our few days stay in this city, several 
offers of a second marriage were brought to my 
mother. To some of them my uncle gave his silent 
assent ; seeing that, though his sister was twenty-seven 
years of age, yet her beauty w^as still more exquisite 
than ever. Presently he began to speak to her seri- 
ously, telling her that it was a sin to keep unmarried 
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for the sake of mere name — which was a sin against 
our law ; besides, it was sheer folly and a great pity 
to put a restraint on nature, in attempting which many 
pious persons naturally fell victims to kjeinous erhnes. 
To this my mother made a very angry reply, telling 
him that she knew she and her son proved cumber- 
some to him, but, in future, she would take grea^ 
care to live separately upon her own industry; and 
as for a second change in the state of her free life 
she would rather go to hell than submit to such 
nonsense again. My uncle pacified her, explaining 
many things concerning the vicissitudes of man^s life 
in this world, and affirming, at the same time, that 
we were of great assistance to him and far from 
cumbersome, and that all his happiness consisted in 
our welfare and prosperity. In fine, my good parent, 
listening to the advice of her brother, accepted an 
offer, and was married to a soldier of high rank in 
the service of llis Highness Daulat Eao Sindhiah’s 
mother, named Mynabee. He was a man past forty 
years, and of great experience ; and the lady in whose 
service he was, had intrusted all her public and pri- 
vate matters to his care and superintendence. She 
would not do anything without his advice. The dis- 
cord between herself and the Trince, her son, was 
owing, I was told, to his bad advice. He was a 
tall man of large stature, well-made, but with a 
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semi-oval enormous paunch before him. His com- 
plexion was (lark, and his mind was darker than an 
infidel’s heart, for he was illiterate and completely 
givcji up to * worldly matters. I did not like the 
unsuitable alliance for some time, but the man having 
no male issue from his former wife, began to regard 
me as his own child. He ordered his people to teach 
me horsemanship and the use of arms. Two servants 
waited on me, and I went out in the morning to 
the courts of the nobles in the city, and in the 
evenings with my suite, led by vanity perhaps, to show 
myself to the people. ]\ Tatters went on thus for about 
two months, when the old lady, our employer and 
protectress, departed this life, and the counsellor 
under whose protection we were, began to tremble 
for his safety, as lie was not on good terms with 
anybody in the court, and under the displeasure of 
Sindhiah. 

Ten days after the death of the old Princess, one 
morning at about four o’clock, a.m., our lodging was 
unexpectedly surrounded by a strong party of match- 
lock-men, their matches lighted and their swords 
drawn. They fired a volley at our ]ieaceful abode, 
which i)ut us in great consternation and peril. My 
step-father was in inexpressible alarm. The doors of 
the house, however, being very strong, the assault 
of the soldiers had but little or no effect upon them ; 
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but much on the minds of the inmates. The poor 
master of the house, collecting his scared senses, per- 
formed his ablution and had recourse to his prayers. 
My mother \ ith her female slaves jftid attendants, 
thinking the approach of death near, fainj;ed outright. 
As for myself, I felt firm enough, believing that there 
was no chance of my being killed, as I felt consciwiw 
of my inr ocence ; and, further, that even if they put 
me to death I should die a martyr, and would, in 
consequence, go to heaven, where I w^as sure to enjoy 
a better life in the palaces of r’lbies and diamonds, 
fed with ncctarious food, and associating with lluries 
— instead of this miserable life. In the meantime, the 
door of the yard was broken open and in rushed 
the ruffians. The morning now began to dawn, and 
the great luminary to send forth its brilliant rays 
over the world : I felt as if I could not keep myself 
within the house any longer, but presented myself 
to the unwelcome visitors. I found them busy in 
pillaging everything they could lay their hands upon. 
They had already saddled and despatched the horses, 
sent away the palanquecn and the carriage, I know 
not where ; sufiice it to say that the outer apartments 
^vere swept clean in a few minutes, but tliey dared 
not enter the house — law and custom being impene- 
trable barriers against them. One of them hai)pcning 
to see me at a distance, standing with both my 


1 
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hands in my pockets, cried out to his comrade in 
Marathi (which, on account of my natural avidity 
for langiiaj^es, at this time I began to understand), 
Schie the yhung rascal!” — “Make haste,” called 
out another, “ and tie him to the post, torture 
him a little, his screams and lamentations will soon 
fe^^h out the Subahdar, to secure whom is the final 
object of our expedition.” Hearing this, I boldly 
advanced to the commanding ofiic('r, who knew me 
previously and often talked and joked with me, 
warning the* guard, at the same time, not to touch one 
whom they would find ready to go to the loaded 
cannon’s mouth if they wanted him. As for tor- 
turing, I cared not ; and I swore I would not utter 
one word, even if they tore my flesh off with pincers ; 
but if they used me fairly, I considered it in my 
power to bring out the old Subahdar and all his pro- 
perty too. Hie officer heard my bold speech with 
admiration and sajd, “ Touch him not ; he is a brave 
little soldier ; let him come to me ; he is my friend, 
and liath nothing to do with this rotten affair.” This 
cncouragannent, of course, emboldened me more ; I 
greeted tlu' olfierr for liis kindness, and thanked him; 
he was greatly ])leased with me, seated me by his 
side, and observed that lu' was reluctantly put on 
this important duty by the Minister of State; and his 
orders wme lo confiscate all the property that he 
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could find in tlie outer apartments, and keep the 
Subahdar under strict surveillance until further orders 
from his Highness the Maharajah at Gwalior, hut 
that in case the old man should not give* himself u^), or 
should show any resistance, liis party then might enter 
the private apartments with naked swords, take pos- 
session of all the })rop(‘rty that might be found theiifi, 
and secure him, nolrjis volens, I replied I would 
go to my sto[)-fathcr and explain to him the orders, 
and do my best to ])ersuadc him to show himself; 
should I fail, I told the ofiicer he might execute his 
commands as he chose. He agreed to this plan, and 
1, as a little politician, returned and spoke to the old 
man, telling him that it was the best tiling fox himself 
and the family to surrender, and that it was of no 
avail to kick against the pricks, or, as the Asiatics 
say, to stiike the hatcln't ujioii on(‘’s own foot. The 
old man hearing me with ]iatic’nce, embraced me 
and kissed niy for(‘hcad with his eyes full of tears, 
but he was too fond of his life to give himself up 
so easily. 111 conscience can never be fearless.’’ 
He told me that if the ofiicer took his solemn oath, 
by pouring water on a coav’s tail, declaring that no 
harm was intended to his person, he would ajipcar ; 
otherwise, he Avould escape, breaking through the 
roof of the house, and that he would be off with all 
si>eed ; and, as to the females,” quoth he, let 
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them devise the means of their own safety in the 
best way they can.” Charged with this cowardly 
message, I turned my back and cursed the old fellow 
for his cowardice. I recollected some of my lessons 
in the Tersian Jlook of Examples and found them 
verified. A lion in appearance may turn out to 
ha a jackal on trial, and tv 6*^ versa , I will here 
insert the fable related under the proverb in the same 
book for the perusal of my reader. 

There were in ancient times five ladies of ex- 
quisite beauty residing in the city of Samarkand, 
intimately connected with each otlicr, both ))y friend- 
ship and consanguinity. Four of them had been 
married, but the fifth would not, on any account, 
excliangc her state of freedom for that of’ matrimonial 
bondage. On one beautifrd evcmlng in spring, as 
they sat conversing among tlunnselves, one of them 
said tliat her Jiusband’s love towards her was un- 
ecjualh’d in tlie world ; tJie second, in lier turn, 
observed that her liusband was the liandsomcst man 
in IVrsia ; tlic third remarked that lier spouse was 
the bravest man of the time ; and th(' fourth added 
that her Im^bandvas une([ualled in libcralitv : thus, 
each of tliein pl•aa^('d her own lord to excite the envy 
of the unmarried lady, whom they then addressed, — 

^ Madam, liavi' you nothing to talk of this evening?’ 
She replied, she had many things to say to them, 
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but would examine first tlie truth of the commen- 
dations they had bestowed on their consorts, and see if 
they were deservedly so. She then askeej tlic first 
beauty, ^ if her Imsband had ever seen a beautiful 
woman besides herself.’ The reply yas, ^No!” 
^Then,’ said she, ^ try him first, and then you will 
certainly know wlietlier lie li)V('s you or not. Of tnc 
second she asked, ‘ iMadani, has your handsome 
husband "ot his manly ornament, i.a., the beard?’ 
^No; not yet,* replied the other. ^ Then wait until 
he is bearded, and then you will be able to tell 
whether he is handsome or not.’ To the third she 
said, ^ ^ly young lady ! has your lord been wounded 
in a battle.?’ ^ No, Madam, not ycd,’ was her reply. 
^ Then,’ returned she, ^ you cannot tell yet wlietluT 
he is a brave man or not, so wait till such an accident 
occurs to testify to his valour.’ She then interrogated 
the fourth, inquiring, ^ whether her lord was liberal 
upon w’ealth oblained by himself, by Jiis own industry, 
or otherwise ? ’ She replied, ^ lJ2)on the estate left 
by his late father.’ ^ Then,’ said the virgin, ^ term his 
liberality extravagance and prodigality, until he is 
liberal Ironi his own riclu's.’ ” 

At first, the gaudy military apj)earanc(’ (T my sf(‘p- 
father, led me to believe that he was a man of 
courage ; but, on this trial, I found him to be worse 
than a jackal. 
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Bearing, howcv('r, tlic above message, I came down, 
and returning to the oflicer, I told him that the 
Subaluhir Jiad armed himself; that he had his blun- 
derbuss loadecf willi bullets to the mouth, full cocked, 
in his liand^ and as soon as tlic guard attempted to 
enter, he would act in his self-d(‘fence. I addcal, 
IrCTwas determined to hold out to the last ; that he 
intended to destroy his females, and then he would 
br('ak through. 'L'hus,” said I, ‘‘ you will see 
several murders in cold-blood in your presence, and 
for these I know not who will have to atone; and, 
after all, it is not so safe for llu' giuird too. Who 
knows to wliose share the bullets oT the blunderbuss 
are to fall, before tlic Subalnhir is caj)tured dead or 
alive t But,” added I, “ there is only one way for 
a peaceful conelusion left, that is, it' you take your 
solemn oath upon the cow’s tail, that no treachery 
will ensue, so as, in any way, to endanger tlie person 
of the ohl gentjen an ; if he w» re sure of this he 
would come out and surrender.” 'fhus I df'livcrcd 
the cowardly message, Avith tlie addition of a few 
touches of my own. 

The concluding pr()t)osal of mine was immediately 
agreed to by the commander. A Jhahman and a coav 
Avere soon produced; and the Brahman, putting the 
tail of the animal in the commaiidcr'’s hand, pniircd 
down some water upon it, and uttered some words in 



MY STEF-FATIIEU A PRISON Ell. 


55 


Sanskrit, which caused the poor man to tremble at 
their solemnity. The Siibahdar, observing this 
through the key-hole, immediately descended ; and 
the commander’s party surrounding Ifim, tha ctfficer 

read his order to the Siibahdar, and asked him to 

0 

give up his arms. This he did with some riiluc- 
tance, and resigned himself to the decree of fiite. 
the evening, he gave a bag of five hundred rupees 
secretly to the commander as a bribe, which dumb 
coins made him and his party, not only dumb, but 
enslaved them all to us ; and though we were their 
prisoners, yet they made themselves ours. 

Two long and tedious months elapsed in this un- 
lucky ri'straint. Tlio poor governor, during the day, 
sat at the door of his zandna. At niglit two men 
always sat by his bed ; and if he walked he had 
them at his elbow. Tor my part, I was free ; I en- 
tered the house, and went out anywhere I liked, with- 
out any sort of obstruction whatever. At last, the 
orders arrived from Gwalior directing our release, 
and they were duly executed. A robe of honour was 
given to the old man in the Durbar, to make amends 
for his sufferings ; and a long speech in the high 
Marathi language, was read out by the Minister, to 
give consolation to the poor weak-minded old fellow. 
He took all this very coolly, and, on his dismissal, 
he asked for the restoration of his live and dead stock. 
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confiscated by the Government officers. To this, the 
deputy replied, he could not give anything back, as 
the orders were silent on that head. “ Had it been 
otherwise,” added he, “ I would have had much 
pleasure in restoring them, and would have added 

f 

something from myself.” 
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CHAPTER III. 

My step-father imputes his calamity to shaving on an unlucky day. — 
Astrology and superstitions of the inhabitants of Hindustan. — 
We visit Sindliiah’s Court at (rwidior. — T^he prince pays our losses 
with a smile— enlists my step-father in his service. — My cruel 
treatment. — I fly from Cwalior. 

The old gentleman, after liis imprisonment, ap- 
peared quite satisfied with his lot, attributing the 
misfortune partly to destiny, and partly to having 
his head sliaved on an unlucky day. 

I will here give some idea of the superstitious 
rites prevailing all over India, among all castes. 
Although the law of our blessed* Prophet rejects 
every kind of superstition, whether founded upon 
astrology or Arab traditions of the Dark Ages ; yet, 
even Mohainedans in general do still follow the 
errors of the false religions. Upon almost all under- 
takings of importance they will consult astrology. 
Marriages, going on a journey, the birth of a child, 
the commencement of a building, venesection, and 
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even shaving one’s head arc all occasions which re- 
quire an astrologer to be consulted, and lucky days 
and hours are appointed for such acts. Six days in 
evcr«y lunar iiionth are considered unlucky ; to find 
out these, count on the tips of tlie fingers, beginning 
from the little finger to the thumb and repeating 
tlie same for the thirty days, and tlic days that 
come on the tip of the middle finger arc avoided ; 
they arc as follows, 3rd, 8tii, 13th, 18t]i, ^23rd, and 
28th. 

IVlohamedans are particular in shunning the I3cr- 
forinance of business, or going on a journey, as for- 
bidden by the Prophet himself, during the moon’s 
rotation of about lilty-four liours in the sign Scorpio. 
The rule to find out this time is a very simple one. 
Take the dates of tlie lunar month, double the same?, 
add five, and divide the amount by fives, allotting 
each fiv(‘ to each one of the signs, commencing from 
that which is tlic mansion of the Suji at that time, 
and the last fiv(^ must be that sign in which the 
Moon then per forms her course. Should there re- 
main any number less tlian five, such a residue is to 
be multiplied by six, and the product is the number 
of degrees which the planet hath gone over in that 
sign : e.tj.y this day is the fourth day of the lunar 
month Jamadu’lawal, corresponding with the 20th 
of April, 1847, the time when the sun is in the sign 
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Taurus. Take the number of clays in the lunar month, 
four ; double the same, add five — total, thirteen. 

In the number, thirteen, there Avill be two lives, 
so the moon must be in the second sigA fi*om Taurus, 

Gemini ; and the residue, three, multiplied by 

0 

six will produce the number eighteen, which is the 
number of degrees she hath passed in that sign this 
day. 

The following table exhibits good and bad luck for 
an undertaking : — 


1)!I\S OftllO 
W,vk. 

Tlio I’l.'iiicts 
fi.vsitffU'd 
thcieto. 

Saturday 

Saturn 

♦ 


Sunday 

Sun 

Monday 

Moon 

Tuesday *• 

Mai.s 

Wednesday... 

Mercury ... 

Tliursday 

.Jupiter .... 

Friday 

Venus 


1 


1 

Successful fur 

1 Uiisuccesslul for 

Trallic 

f (bittin^oi pnltinj^^on 
\ new elotlies, bleeding 
j at the aril), and sliav- 
V ing the head. 

f Heginnlng witli a 
building »>r n'.'iri iage, 

/Takini^ niedieiiKN, 

\ enn)loynu’nt, eut- 
j tiiip:, and puttings 
\ on U' W elotlie.'j. 
ihiilding. 

Warfare 

f Study and .s<ienti- 
1 he uiiderlakiiig^. 
Mairiag-e. 

Journey. 

( bleeding at the ariu. 

1 1 Performing obsi'qiiie.‘<. 


The seven planets, viz.. Sun, Venus, Mercury, 
Moon, Saturn, J upiter, and JMars, have dominion 

• A* ncw-borij cliiM on the day or hour of the planet Mars, is con- 
sidered to becomo crafty, greedy, unjust, and hjT)()critical. 
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assigned to them by astrologers over the seven days 
of the week ; and, then, eaeh of the twenty-four hours 
of the day has been allotted to a planet dominant 

t 

during that tftne. The times of the planets Saturn 
and Mars are considered unlucky, and those of the 
remaining five planets arc thought good, except Thurs- 
day. On this day, though not an unlucky day, a 
visit to a sick person, enquiring after his health, or 
taking medicine, is strictly forbidden. Wednesday, 
governed by the planet iMercury, is appointed for 
commencing study ; but to begin wltli any other 
business is prohibited. 

The dominant planets of the twimty-four hours ar(i 
found by the following rule. For exam])le, take 
Monday. Tdie first liour of this day, beginning from 
sunrise, belongs to the iVloon ; sc'eoud, Saturn; third, 
Jupiter; fourth. Mars; fiftli, Sun; sixth, Venus; 
scvcntli. Mercury ; and eightli, again to the jNloon ; 
and so on, in tlic above routine through a whole 
week. 

Another superstitious rule, strictly adhered to by 
all IMohainedans, and considered by Hindus a part 
of law, is tlie observation of invisible spirits that are 
believed to perambulate fh(‘ eight directions of the 
globe, on j^articular dates of the Hindus’ lunar 
months throughout the year. 

In undertaking a journey, or any expedition of 
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importance, or game of chance, the direction liaunted 
by these spirits should be behind the undertaker to 
ensure success ; not opposite, which is considered 
very unlucky, and ill success must f^llo^. TJiese 
spirits are called by Mohamcdans, Eijalulgliaib,” 
by Hindus, Jogni ” or Dissasul.” llic following 
diagram will point out the directions of the ‘‘Jogni,” 
and the dates counting from 1st to 15th, and then 
again from 1st to 15th, the last 15tli day standing 
for the 30th. 
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Auguiatioii also is not left unpractised by the natives 
of India in general. For instance, a cat crossing the 
road of an individual on his way, will surely retract 
or prevent lli^v going at the time. In the same manner, 
a sneeze in his opposite direction will deter him from 
going to any place, or undertaking any business : a 
sneeze heard at the right hand side will prove to be 
of a contrary elfeet. In the same way, flights of birds, 
sight of a lierd of dc('r, and many other things, are 
good or bad onums. 

Not wisliing to take up my reader’s time anymore 
with astj’ologieal nonsensi', I will ri'turn to my step- 
father, where I left him at the Ijeginning of this 
cliapter, ([uite satisfu'd with his Jot. Ife tliought 
prop(n' now to proe('('d to (Iwalior, and lay his case 
before llis Illglinc'ss the Maluoajah Daulat llao Sind- 
hiali. lie purclias('d sc'veial lior^es and cannds, and 
left tlu'in in charge of his Ijrotliei (his former 

wih‘’s brotherj Avitli some diahohk.d instructions, whicli 
hereafter will be^nu ntioned. 

A lucky day having been fixed, we left the city 
in company with a nobleman of Sindhiali’s family, 
who was likt’wise proec'eding to that court, after 
visiting his family at Ijjain. ddic character of my 
step-father bedng that of a real time-server, he soon 
ingratiatc'd liimself with tlie nobleman ; so much, tliat 
during our journey they wt're iiitimat(‘Iy leagued in 
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friendship. We marched every morning till about 
four o’clock p.m., and then halted. I ^V[\9, now really 
transformed from a young priest to a nice little soldicu*. 
I rode a beautiful mare, ornamented wkh my glitter- 
ing arms, sword, shield, and a small spear, all pro- 
portioned my stature, except the mare, ''\idch 
was large, but a very nice animal; her name was 
“ Bark” (lightning), and she was as quiet as a lamb, 
that is tu say, wlien I rode her quietly ; but if I 
spurred, or raised my hand by chance, she was as 
swift as her name ; and, after all, so good-natured w'as 
the animal, that if I fell down she stood by my 
side to let me mount again. 

Tn the course of about one month we ’•cached 
Sindhiah’s camp at Gwalior, which was, in fact, no 
camp but a regular city, consisting of houses built 
with soft red stone and mortar, with a large and 
magnificent palace of Ills Highness in the centre. 
The 2 )opulation, at the time, was estimated to amount 
to three hundred thousand persons, of which armed 
soldiers amounted to one-third. There were two 
hundred ekqdiants and three hundred cannons ready 
for action. AVc pitched our tents upon a respectable 
site appointed by the officer of llis Highness, and 
lived for two months unnoticed by any person of con- 
sequence. My step-father, however, did his best to 
enter into iiilimacic's with men of rank and dignity ; 
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aii 1 at last succeeded in obtaining admittance to the 
Court by distributing one thousand rupees amongst 
the members of it. 

A day Lcin^ appointed, we wxnt to the audience ; 
His Highness, seeing us, stood up on his seat (a 
cushion of Valuable brocade, set with jewels), as a 
mark of politeness, and stretched forth his right hand 
to honor us, touching which respectfully with our 
fingers, we kissed them. His Highness’s conversa- 
tion Avas so graceful, civil, and fascinating, that my 
stcp-fiithcr seemed stupified, and could not speak of 
his complaints : however, he did not fail to give 
some hints respecting them. His Highness pretended 
not to notice them, but coinfortc^d the old man by 
observing that ho had given orders for him to be 
paid liis arrc'ars U2) to the end of that month ; 
tliat h(‘ miglit consider him.-elf in His Highness’s 
service from tlie death of the old Queen; and that 
His Higlincss liad already eiii oiled liim amongst his 
most favoured courtiers. This filhjd the old man with 
an uncommon pride ai\d locked his moiitli, and ren- 
dered him unable to utter another word, except 
thanks ; but he kept on making salams and profound 
bows. Immediately u2)oii tlii.s, at a signal from an 
officer in the assembly, atr, pan, roseAvater, and dresses 
of honor Averc brought out for us. At the time of 
our dismissal. His Highness inquired smilingly as to 
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wlio I was ? He is my son/’ replied the old man ; 

but let the young man answer for himself.” Hear- 
ing this, I respectfully joined my hands and said, — 
The Subahdar may be believed if i«? please youi* 

Highness, nice parents are the best authorities to 

» 

speak about their children.” This reply, though a 
simple one, excited the mirth of the Mahardjah to a 
great decree, and he was pleased to put playfully 
another question to me. Wliat is your opinion, 
then, regarding your own birth ? ” — “1 am too 
young, my lord,” rejoined I, and not competent 
to give my opinion upon such matters of importance.” 
His Highness then asked the old fellow if I could 
read and write ; and in reply he praised me very 
highly. Hereupon His Highness added to my dress of 
honour a very handsome MS. copy of Hafiz and 
Sadi, in one volume, which I have still in my pos- 
session as a memento from a great man. 

We were now settled at Gwalior, and were well 
ofl‘. The old Subahdar’s duty was a very slight one ; 
he went out on a shooting excursion with His High- 
ness perhaps three times a month, and was to sit 
three hours alternately as a sentry, ready armed, at 
the door of His Highness’s bed-room, which fell to 
his turn only two nights a month. This was a post 
of great honour, and trusted to the charge of gentle- 
men high in rank, and worthy officers : they were 
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called Yakka/’ i.e.y “ a single man with a single 

horse,” and received daily in cash each according to 

his merit. The minimum of the salary was five, and 
1 

the 'maximum* thirty, rupees per diem ; besides, they 
got their daily food ready dressed from the Govern- 
ment every day, and valuable dresses twice a-year. 
The number of Yakkas” did not exceed one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven. My governor’s situation was 
the lowest, «.c., five rupees per day; but it being 
very respectable, he was not only glad, but proud 
of it. 

During our absence from Ujjain wx received several 
letters from home, one of which informed the old man 
of tlic birth of a son, 'vviiich tidings afforded him uri- 
paralh'led pl(*asure ; and he gave a grand entertain- 
ment to all the nobles in the (*anip, which cost him 
about two thousand rupees; and the congratulatory 
presents given to him by them on this occasion 

ainouiitcd to upwards of three thousand rii])ecs. This 

0 

circuinstanc(j not only rendered him indejiendent of 
me, but he began to hate and abuse me iiow^ on 
trifling matters : he used the coarsest languagt' towards 
me, which I could not possibly bear, lie passed his 
days among lii.** friends, and liis nights wuth a new 
friend’s wife, tlie man a])pearing to wear tlic pair 
of horns w ithout any sense of jealousy. He never 
went on his duty, but sent me invariably in his 
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place; besides, wliea at home I was always ordered 
with other servants of his to stand sentry three hours 
every night. Being maltreated in this manper, I felt 
very melancholy, and wrote to my motlu'r all the 
particulars of my predicament, adding ^hat I had 
formed the intention of deserting the old man, and 
would rather commit suicide if unsuccessful in doing 
so. Unfortunately this letter was intercepted, through 
the irregularity and neglect of the postmaster of the 
Manitha Government. The old man happened to call 
at the post-olHce, respecting the receipt of some bills 
of exchange, forwarded through that office some time 
before; and the postmaster plainly told him that no 
reply till that time had been received regarding his 
bills, and that the reply to his last letter, which was 
delivered two days ago, and was immediately going 
to be sent off, would certainly bring joyful tidings 
of all kinds. I have sent no letter,” rejoined the 
Subahdfir, “ it must belong to some other person.” 
Upon this, the letter being produced was recognised, 
opened, and read by the postmaster, at the request 
of the old fellow, who returned home with it, highly 
excited with rage. 

On getting from his palanqueeii he called for me. 
I went in, and he rose on his seat to show a mocking 
honour: to me, of the meaning of wliich I had not 
the conception, but stood amazed and thunder- 
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struck. My good friend,” says he, h(TC is a 
letter for you to read, if you please.” I took the 
letter from his hand, and knowing it to be my own, 
I o*pcned and glanced through it : though the fear 
of being put to death made me quite pale, yet, seeing 
no escape, my youthful heart soon resumed courage, 
and I called to mind the old Persian proverb, Death 
with courage is far superior to life as a coward.” I 
told him it was my letter, that I delivered it to the 
postmaster to be forwarded to my parent, and that 
nobody had any business to open it. This reply 
kindl(‘d up the fire of his anger more than before. 
** You young rascal,” said he, ‘‘ you have committed 
an unpardonable crime ; and then you are impudent 
too!” Uttering this, he sprang from his place, and 
knocked me. down with two or thr(‘e blows ; not satis- 
fied with which he kicked and pounded me with his 
fists until lie was tired (of this I was informed after- 
wards); but falling down senseless, I declare I felt 
nothing. When I recovered from my bwoon. I found 
myself lying on my bed in the stable, and a horse- 
keeper, named Ivhusluil, standing by. I called for 
wat('r, and the poor man kindly gave me a cup of 
sherbet, scented with rosewater, at his own expense. 
Of this sw'eet beverage I could take but a very little 
quantity, finding all the functions of my body para- 
lyzed. I slept again very soundly for two days and 
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nights, and did not rise until I was forced to do so. 
Now 1 could use my limbs, though still very siifl’, 
and made a vow not to see the infernal old butcher’s 
face again in my life if possible : he sJnt me swot 
meats and other delicious eatables as a token of his 
kindness, but I gave them to the grooms ; and for 
myself, I took, morning and evening, a small piece 
of their plain bread and cold water to keep up my 
spirits.. Thus I lived for nearly one fortnight, during 
which I found that my severe pain had made me 
quite dumb, my head being overfilled with thoughts 
of thousand kinds. 

Ill the mean time, the turn of the guard having 
occurred, the remors(*less old tyrant askc'd me through 
his servant to act his part as usual. 1 rcjilied I was 
unfit for duty, and would not go. Hearing this 
answer, Ik* armed himself and proceeded to the palace; 
and I, having provided myself with one loaf, one 
sacred book, the beautiful volume of Hafiz, presented 
to me by His Highness, and my small scimitar, took 
my way to Agra. I left the camp early in the morn- 
ing, and followed the path, or rather direction, to 
the town of Goliad, about twenty-two miles from 
Gwalior. Leaving the high way, I began to proceed 
through the jungle to avoid being observed by any 
individual that might have been despatched to pursue 
and apprehend me. I went on as fast as my legs 
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could carry me ; and to my great satisfaction, for some 
time I met no animal walking upon two legs, except 
a few slie^iherds every now and tlicn, resting under 
shady tn es, ]^asturing their herds, guarded by their 
1‘aithful dogs. At noon I took my rest under a mag- 
nifieent banyan tree, by the side of a river ; I made 
my ablution, and spreading my doputta,* or waist- 
band, I sat upon it, with my little sword, my Kur’an, 
the otlicr books, and the loaf of bread before me. 
A sheplierd who sat under another tree near mine, 
very probaldy being struck with curiosity, came 
near me with his dog. lie stood at a little distance 
leaning against his staff, gazing at my acts. The dog 
also appeared to stare at me witli equal curiosity, and 
at the same time wagged its tail, being pleased, I 
suppose, with the scent of the bread in my possession, 
of wliich it wanted to liave a sliare. The cravings 
of my hunger at this time being excessive, I took a 
piece of bread, a fourth of wliieh I first offered to 
my flattering guest, the dog, and to the remainder 
T began to do justice. T'hc kind-hearted shepherd 
asked me if I had any objection to have a little milk 
witli my plain bread. On the contrary, replied I, 

1 sliould be most happy to get a little if he pleased, 
and would feel obliged to him for his generous and 

• It is a shoot that tlio natives of India tie round their waist, and use 
for many other purposes. 
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hospitable act to a stranger, and a man of different 
caste like myself. The liberal shepherd immediately 
brought me a pot of excellent fresh milk ; but the 
difficulty now arose how to receive it. • The shepherd 
being a Hindu, would not allow me to touch his 
pot ; by his advice, however, I folded up some leaves 
of the tree into cups, and drank the fresh milk with 
my bread. The taste of this milk I found far superior 
to any 1 ever drank previously ; and, to tell the truth, 
I never obtained milk of that flavour afterwards. The 
shepherd and his dog then went away satisfied, the 
former for his benevolent act to one of his fellow- 
creatures, and the latter at the liberality of a stranger. 
The sun now declining from the meridian, I said my 
noon prayers, and set off again, thanking the good 
sheplu^rd for his kindness, and inquiring of him about 
my way to Gohad. 

I travelled on with expedition till four o’clock, p.m., 
when I felt much fatigued, and was looking about 
for a solitary place to take rest fbr the night. I 
wished not to put up in a village, for fear of being 
apprehended ; seeing, however, from afar a well, 
situated near a village, I repaired to it to drink, 
intending then to look for a place for nocturnal rest. 
Arriving near it, I asked one of the Kajput maidens, 
who were busily engaged in drawing water and 
carrying it home for their use, to give me a little 



12 


at;tobiogka.phy of lxjtfullaii. 


water to quench my thirst with. In reply, she asked 
me a question, with a lovely air, as pretty as herself. 

Have you nobody else to quench your thirst with 
but 'me?” — Madam,” replied I, I have none; 
but even if I had one, she could not be more than 
an atom before your incomparable beauty : a lamp 
can have no sjdcndour before tlie sun.” This flattery 
produced a smile in her fair countenance, and she 
held her pot to me very gracefully, telling me. 

Drink till thou art satiated.” Thanking her, I 
took both of my hands to my mouth in the form 
of a cup, and she kindly poured tlie water in a 
fine stream, which I found greatly sv/eetened with 
the excclhmt scent of her rosy hand ; and J drank 
until I was fidl. I then made a grateful bow to 
the beauty, who, taking her pot, oii her head, went 
home. 

In the meantime, a tall w<ll made Muslim, of about 
forty years ol age, came up lo mi ; he appeared 
to be a waylarcr like mysi lf, by his dusty dress, etc. 
He saluted me very respectfully, asked me how 
I did, whence I had come, and wdiere I was going 
to ? I la tiirned his salam, and told him 1 w^as a 
traveller and w'as going to Goliad on business. Hear- 
ing this, he observed, his destination was the same, 
but he feared wc could not reacli it till after sunset, 
as it was full four miles distant yet from the spot. 



A SUSPICIOUS 


I liked not the man’s appearance, his dull stupid 
eyes, and his intruding manners ; but he soon fami- 
liarized himself to me during our march, and put 
me off my guard by his conversation to a^rcat dcgi'ce. 
We went about two miles when the brilliant traveller, 
the sun, reached the horizon. At this time we came 
to a river, at the bank of which there was an old 
mosque standing, but no i)opulation to be seen in 
the vicinity. I told my new companion that I could 
walk no longer, and would make my lialt in the 
mosque for the night, and that he miglit proceed 
on to Gohad if he pleased, where the next day T 
would have the pleasure of seeing him, insha Allah 
taala,” — if it pleased the Almighty God. Upon this, 
he observed this was a place infested by both robbers 
and wild beasts, and he would recommend my pro- 
ceeding on, instead of staying in that dangerous place. 
But I told him I cared not for both kinds of the 
savage animals : as for the first class of them, I did 
not think they would injure me, for I had not a 
particle of the precious metal about me ; and to guard 
against a frightful visit of the second class, I thought 
would not be a [^matter of difficulty, as I was a son 
of Adam endowed with reason, with which they were 
not favoured by the Deity : I would collect some pieces 
of fire-wood and make a fire in the middle of the 
entrance, and would remain inside without any appre- 
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hcnsion. My new companion, (such was 

his name, meaning Friday), heard all this with atten- 
tion. He examined my person with searching looks, 
ag^ciin and again, and then replied, Very well, sir, do 
as you please.” I then undressed myself to perform 
ablution for the evening prayer, and to wash my body 
from the dust of the road. I told Juma to take care 
of the bread, that no dog carried it away, and to watch 
the dress, etc., whilst I washed myself. He readily 
acc(‘pted the charge, and carefully searched my small 
luggage, the cloth in which my two books were 
wrapped u]), and my pockets, etc. Finding nothing 
in them that might have satisfied his brutal cupidity, 
h(‘ sat in silence* watching me, very likely to see if 
I had any money or jewel about me ; this expecta- 
tion of Ids also prov(?d to bo in vain. Coming out of 
the water, 1 wiped my body and ])rrformed my sunset 
devotion to my most sublimii (heator, whilst Juma sat 
looking on, and sonuaimes siniicd, perhaps at the acts 
of prayer, which of course arc curious to the vulgar 
eye. 

The night came on, and we entered the mosque; 
Juma and myself brought some fire-wood and made a 
large fire at the entrance to guard against the wild 
beasts. Wc made a supper upon a pi('ce of bread, 
each from his own possession. Juma offered me some 
of his own bread, but I declined the acceptance, and 
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told him he might take a part from my bread if he 
liked. Now I felt myself excessively fatigued, and so 
sleepy, that I could hardly keep my eyes open ; but 
it was the pleasure of Almighty God to*save me fj»om 
an injury or heinous crime from my evil companion, 
Juma, who opened a horrid conversation with me, 
telling me that he had already found I was no more 
than a mercenary, like himself, and even, in my 
young days, had no friend in the world ; that, if I 
swore to him by the Holy Book never to divulge the 
secret about to be delivered to me, he would take me 
as one of his pupils ; that his profession was so excel- 
lent a one, as to render the follower of it a man of 
great fortune at one moment, etc. 

The conversation of Juma charmed me much ; and, 
being a young imprudent creature, I swore to him by 
the book without thinking, though I regretted it after- 
wards. Juma then remarked that he had seven pupils 
in the country, who were all faithful to him. I then 
asked him to tell me the secret, upoi# which, making 
me swear once more, he said he was a Thug, and that 
he killed travellers very easily, and made his fortune 
by doing so. Opening a long bag from his waist, and 
undoing its mouth, he poured down gold mohurs from 
it to enchant my eyes and fascinate my mind. These 
precious coins amounted to 112, being counted after- 
wards. When I heard this appalling announcement. 
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instead of being pleased I was horrified at the sight 
of the infernal Juma, and still more at the coins. 
However, I did not forego my self-command, and 
asked him vc^ry coolly how he could destroy a man so 
easily as he said, since, having been an eye-witness to 
some executions, I found it no such slight affair to put 
a human be ing out of the world. Never you mind 
that,” said lie, I could teach you that in one moment 
by my j)erf‘ormancrs ; but be you careful never to 
mention my name in any town or village, for 1 am a 
man of‘ great name : keep this secret, and there arc 
chances tliat to-morrow you shall be as rich as myself ; 
but remember, you must pay one quarter of the gain 
to m<? and one ([ii alter to a handsonu' maid of ours, 
whom we shall see to-morrow at the gate of Gohad.” 
Although exposed to such danger, I could not get rid 
of my inclination to sleep, which attacked me more 
and more every minute. To keep awake, T, under the 
pretene(' of lighting my cheroot, went to the fire and 
purpoNcly burnl the tip of my ring finger, and lighting 
th(‘ cigar I returned to the seat. Juma now being 
satisfied of my fidelity, began his diabolical instruc- 
tions to me, telling me that it was not difficult to put 
an end to a man’s life, but it was difficult to delude 
him and to get into a little confidence with him for the 
performance of the act. We adopt various modes,” 
said he, in making ourselves familiar with travellers. 
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by appearing to them as mendicants, by engaging to 
be their guides, and even by acting as pimps for 
them. The woman I mentioned to you is for the last 
purpose: she attracts a traveller’s attention imme- 
diately ; and fascinating him in her enchanting con- 
versation, she leads him apart from the road, and then, 
pretending to be tired, she sits under a tree, takes out 
a tinder-box from her bag to strike fire for smoking ; 
in the meantime one of us arriving there, the traveller 
naturally dislikes such an intrusion, but the woman 
pacifies him by telling him ‘ he is my husband or 
brother, and will soon go away about his business, 
after taking a little fire, and then wc will smoke and 
talk at leisure.’ During this talk, if the traveller is not 
enough off his guard, in smoking and talking, etc., 
she, as if by accident, removes such a part of her dress 
as naturally very soon attracts his whole attention; 
and tin’ll any one of us throwing a handkerchief like 
this (exhibiting a long silk handkerchief with a knot) 
over his neck, gives him a pull, wMch brings him 
down senseless : he, however, shakes his hands and 
h’gs a little, which are instantly silenced by giving one 
sound kick upon his scrotum. Ilis person is then 
scairched, and immediately interred at the same si)ot, 
and we pursue our way separately, engaging to meet 
again at a certain place on a certain day.” 

Listening to these abominable narratives, my ears 
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became deaf, my eyes motionless, and my blood 
thrilled in my veins. My sclf-jiossession, however, I 
still maintained, and asked him another question with 
the' same indifference as before. Do you not relent 
at all when you commit this act?’’ — ^^No,” replied he, 
we arc accustomed to it ; a butcher is never moved 
when he kills his goat or cow. In the beginning one 
always feels compassionate a little, but practice renders 
everything easy : upon such occasions wc must think 
of the people’s unkindness, selfishness, and remorsc- 
Icssni'ss. For example, tlu^y would not give us a rupee, 
were we dying with starvation, and they would not be 
moved at all if wc' were punished to death; so they 
must be treated similarly by us. In the commence- 
ment of the profession, I myself was once very much 
disgusted at it. 

“ It happened that once 1 followed an old priest 
for about thirty miles from Kota, in the direction of 
Udepur. In the course of the first day^s journey 
with him, I could find no opportunity to finish him. 
In the evening he put up with some of his friends, 
where I could not possibly intrude. The next morn- 
ing, very early, he marched, and 1 accompanied him, 
sometimes following, and sometimes preceding him. 
When the first quarter of the day had elapsed, he 
took his breaklast near a village, and seeing me in 
A wretched condition. In' gave me a piece of bread. 
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which I received from him with an apparent eager- 
ness, and thanked him, but never tasted it, thinking 
that eating his salt, and then killing him, would 
be an unpardonable infidelity in me. L told hin> I 
was going to Udepur to look for a situation, and he 
replied, “May your undertaking be prosperous!” 
He proceeded on after his breakfast, and I after him 
till noon, when the tii e of his prayer, or I may say 
his death, aj^proaclied. He asked me if I knew any 
place nigh where water could be found for his ab- 
lution, if not, he might purify himself with the sand, 
and pray. I told him there was a stream of water- 
running about a quarter of a mile thence, but it was 
a little apart from the road : he asked me to show 
it to him, and 1 made him follow me to tlie water, 
where he performed his purifications ; and spr(\adlng 
his cloth, began his prostrations, and rising up, heed- 
less as he was, in the latter act of his devotion, I 
strangled him. lie soon gave up the ghost, and to 
my great despair, in searching his porson I found 
only one “ pice,” or farthing, with him in ready 
cash, a rosary, and some pieces of dry bread. 'Jdic 
body, however, I interred immediately, and returned. 
The next day 1 came to the village, where I bad 
previously appointed to see my old mother, and found 
her there. I mentioned to her what had taken place, 
and my being moved with compassion, and my deter- 
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miiiation of giving up my profession, telling her that 
I would rather starve to death, than be obliged to 
stain iny hands in future with innocent blood for 
such trifling .gains. She did not like this unmanliness 
of mine, and taking the farthing from me, she pro- 
ceeded to th(^ market-place, whence she returned with 
a bundle of about one pound in weight of small fish 
or prawns : placing the bundle before me, she said, 
^ Can you count these small animals my son?’ — ^Yes,’ 
said 1, ‘but it will require one whole day to count 
them, without any use.’ — ‘ Thini,’ returned she, ‘ you 
foolish boy, do you not see how many lives are de- 
stroyixl here for one farthing ? and you, like a stupid, 
cowardly, relenting fellow, seem concerned at the 
death of an old priest, who was one foot already in 
the grave. If a lion,’ observed she, ‘ feels remorse 
ov(’r his pr('y, it is quite clear he must starve to 
death.’ This wholesome advice of the manly old 
woman,” continued Juma, “ rt'siored my mind to my 
favourite profession, and I never afterwards felt foolish 
remorse for my (haals.” 

iMidnight had already elapsed by this time, and the 
cursed .luma now told me that I must be very sleepy 
and might go to slec']) for two or three hours ; during 
which tinu' he would keep awake, and then he would 
awake me to watch in my turn. ‘‘ My iVieiid,” re- 
marked r, “ I have accidc'ntally hurnt my finger, and 
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the pain thereof will not allow me to sleep ; go then to 
sleeji, and I will watch and awaken thee when 1 feel 
sleepy.” At this he hinghed, and, accepting the olfer 
with great pleasure, he slept, and began to snore like 

an unclean animal. I feel it impossible to express to 

* 

my reader the torture that my mind was undergoing 
at the conversation and sight of this devil in the dis- 
guise of man; but it was quite clear that I was 
helpless. In escaping from bad, I was involved in 
worse : my finger now inflamed, the pain was ex- 
cessive ; but the ]niin of my mind surpassed it. 1 
thanked Heaven that I Ix'eame lU'arly naked before 
the beast in my evening ablution, M’liich act assured 
him of my being moneyb'ss, otherwise 1 should have 
been strangled like otlujrs ('re tliis. I bad a great 
mind to cut the throat of tJie unmanly wri'teh with 
my small but sharp scimitar, and send iiim at once 
to hell from his slumber, the door w lu'ic ol’ must be 
open for him, and Malik,” th(' kee per of it, would 
with much pleasure receive and put* him into the 
eternal fire. On the other hand, 1 felt disinclimd 
to do so with my own hands, for fear of my being 
liable to be prosecuted on sus])icion of cold-blooded 
murder, perpetrated for the money on his person. In 
such troublesome thought the long and tedious night 
at last came to a finish; the chirping of tlie morning 
birds conveyed the glad tidings of its a})])roach t(^ my 
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anxious cars. I rose from my place very quietly, 
and getting out oT the gate of the mosque, without 
making any iioivc, instead of going to make my morn- 
iirg ablutioit, ^\llich was my fii>t intention, I ran in 
tlic dii(‘ctioii of (jioliad, doing the two miles in about 
twenty iniimtcs. I often looked behind to sec if Juma 
was not in i)iirsuit of me. Just as the gate of the 
town was going to be op(‘ned when I reached there, 
the dooikcep(‘rs and tlie guard, seeing me out of 
bieath, impiired tlie reason. In the fit of my excite- 
ment and fear (forgc'ttiiig my oath I must confess^, I 
uttered “Juma the* J'hug,” in an inarticulate manner ; 
but the name of the rogue was ([uite suliicient to 
rous(i all the guard, 'llie (pu'btion then arose where 
he was, and 1 pointed out tin* place. I was asked 
to accomj)auy them and show tlie ]>lacc ; but plead- 
ing my inability, 1 staycul where 1 was. Caring not 
for me, tlu y ran to the spot. In the meantime 1 was 
sent for by the iMiiiistcu' of the State, a young Hindu of 
very respc'cta^lih? apj)('aranc<*. I was informed after- 
wards that this ytuing uobh’inan was the sou of the 
Raja\s minist('r, and actcal as governor. lie examined 
me very narrowly u]'on the subject, but before the 
('xamination A\as finished, to my grc‘at satisfaction I 
saw the brute .luma brought into the presence of the 
minister, jiinioned in a condition liefiliing his black 
acts. He was tin ashed, heaten, and even pierced and 
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cut with swords all over liis body. The minister and 
the people present recognised him, as he had escaped 
from their j^rison once before. All of them spat on 
his face, and his person then being searched, the 
money found thereon was taken by the oljiccrs, and 
without any further inquiry or delay, he was tied to 
the mouth of a large cannon, and in a second blown 
into atoms, and all his hopes of committing murders 
in future were in one instant at an end. Thus his 
abominable existences was completed : I took my way 
to the gate, and thence to a w('ll, where, having per- 
formed my ablution, I offered my tlianks to Heaven for 
this narrow escape, and sincerely demanded forgive- 
ness of the Deity for tlie crime of breaking my oath. 

Finishing these humble supplications, 1 kindli'd a 
little fire to parch some fresh grain for my breakfast, 
which liaving done, I sat comfortably chewing them. 
This day it was my intention to make a long march ; 
I was now shy enough of strangers, and determined 
to proceed on as fast as possible. Just as I was pre- 
paring to start, I saw, to my great alarm, one of the 
guards coining up to me : his appearance filled my 
mind with a double apprehension. In the first place 
I thought somebody might have come from Gwalior 
to catch me, or very likely I was to be accused of 
having been a partner of the damned Juma, in which 
cas(^ I must have to share his fate, or be made a 
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prisoner. But all such fearful thoughts left me soon, 
■when the man, coming nearer, saluted and kindly 

told me that the minister wanted to see me : I accord- 

* 

irfgly returifcd with him to the Durbar, and was de- 
sired to be seated. The minister thanked me in the 
assembly for having been the cause of the destruction 
of the im])ur(‘ ])loody robber, who had destroyed many 
Jives, and would have taken more had he lived. lie 
then ordered his treasurer to pay me twelve gold 
mohrs from the amount of one hundred and twelve, 
found on the person of the guilty. T made a respect- 
ful bow to him, and got the money JVom his man ; 
but counting them I found only ten, and looking at 
him to express that the number oi* the moiu'y was 
incorrect, he said he liad d(‘duct(Ml two lor his fe(v. 
I made no fartlu'r dispute about the sliortness of the 
money, and pursued my eours(‘. 

Having now ivn gold mohrs In my possession for 
the fir>t time, the feelings of ])ri(l(', vanity, and self- 
confidence, began to take their s('at in my little brain. 
The pure sense of being altogclliiu* resigiu'd to the 
will of the One real l^•o^i(ler of everything to every 
individual creature, began to leave me. 'The yellow 
slave,” as it is ternu d by the immoital IShakspeare, 
soon evinced its noxious ( tfects upon its possessor. 
Notwithstanding all th.is, my fears too were aggra- 
vated ; fornu’rlv I was only fearful of a ])ursuor, but 
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now my life >vas endangered by keeping gold about 
me. The base metal being the object of everybody’s 
love, there are in this world a thousand kinds of 
plots laid for its attainment, and the hujtian frame»s, 
formed by th(^ omnipotent hand of the Dc'ity, are 
destroyed for the purpose of its impure acquisition. 
I was obliged to travel by the* general road, and to 
seek some comj)any, for the safety of my newly-ob- 
tained riches, which 1 kept on my person with all 
possible.* secrecy. 

In short, after seven elays’ harel work and circuitous 
travelling, I hael the pleasure of seeing the vicinity 
of the ancient city of Agra. My breael, I may say, 
had the bh'ssing of Jesus Christ, tliat during the 
week I liveel upon tlirec (quarters of it, and hael still 
one quarter of it le*ft ; but to tell the truth, the 
green grain of the fields, which I plucked and parched 
every morning, was my wholesome breakfast through- 
out the journey. It affords me the greatest pleasure 
now to think of the freeelom and happiftcss I enjoyed 
in this short travel after bondage. The remembrance 
of my morning walks, my ablutions in the pure limpid 
springs of water, my noon j^rayers in the still jungles, 
under the shade of the finest tree that I happoncid 
to select, on the emerald carpets of verdure supplied 
by nature, whereon I took my rest after the prayers, 
still enrich my memory with delight and joy. 
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Arriving near the city, I made my halt under a 
fine shady tree, and sat for a while admiring the 
ancient lofty buildings, raising fJicir heads I’rom the 
verdant of the trees. In the afternoon I entered 

the town, and searched for the house of my late 
father’s relative, and w\as glad enough to find it. I 
called at tlic door, and a female slave asked who I 
was. I told her I was the son of the late IMolvi 
Arohamc'd Akram, who was first married in this house. 
Idle effect of this message, however, was soon shown 
by tlic entry of an elderly man of very respectable 
appearance, wliose countenance betokened his scientific 
mind. When the lock of silence was rc inovcal from 
his worthy tongiu', he minutely examined me regard- 
ing my step-sisters, and the nanu's of my ancestors, 
which he seemed to compare with a piece of paper 
in his liand ; and finding my tale to be a genuine 
one, he embraced me heartily, and took me into the 
liousc, where J was surrounded by an assembly of 
the fair sex, atul was introduced to the old lady, my 
6te])-grandmothcr, who kindly took iharge of me at 
once. I was obliged to repeat my history to every 
new friend that ^isited me, and I contrived to abbre- 
viate it to a few scntenc(\s to save trouble. 

I must acknowledge I am infinitely obliged to 
this noble family, and most heartily thank them for 
their hospitable protection and kindness to a stranger, 



AGRA. 


<S7 


as I was to them, for the principal cause of iny 
rclationsliip with tlicin was removed by the demise 
of my stcp-motlicr. Tiic old gentleman, being master 
of a school, kindly took charge of my^ 'Auication : 
my punctuality, perseverance, and love of know- 
ledge, soon rendered me liis favourite scifular. On 
Friday I was left to myself to select any amusement 
I liked; but instead of going to play, 1 went out to 
see the ancient gardens and edifices in company with 
my friends. 

TIic ancient city of Agra is liandsomcly situated 
on the soutli-wcst side of the famous river Jamna, 
one of the three sacred streams with the Hindus, i\c,, 
Ganga, Japuia, and Saraswati, suj)posed to run under 
ground. TIic coidliKMicc of these* riveu’s at lhag, or 
Allalial)ad, is called Tribcyiu (that is, three braids of 
hairs), and is considerc'd by them to be a place of 
great sanctity, and ablution therein is said to wash 
away all the sins of the performer; whert'as, bathing 
in the river Jamna here, frees him frojn one-third of 
the sins at least. Agra assumed the title of Akbar- 
abad from the tiim; of the great Emperor Akbar, 
who greatly enlarged it, and made it his capital. 
dJic houses of this city arc in general lofty, con- 
sisting of several stories; but the stieets arc very 
narrow and complicated, not unlike to those of Grand 
Cairo, except one that leads to the iMathura gate from 
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the fort. A great part of the town, in those clays, 
was in ruins. About five miles to the nortli, at 
Sikanclra, is tlie mausoleum of the wise Emperor 
Akbar — his memory be blessed ! Should the 
reader feel inclined to know the accounts of this great 
king, 1 b^’g to refer him to the “ Akbar-Namah, or 
the Annals of Akbar,” by his learned and able minis- 
ter, Abullazl, wli('re lie will find in detail the accounts 
of his wisdom and bt'nevolcnce, and his incomparable 
political <‘n(n'gies, etc., from the time of his youth. 
Wlnni lie was only tliirleen years c^f age, h(' took the 
reins of tli(^ gia^at and vast (‘in])ir(' of India in his 
hand, and lu'ld tliem iinsbaken u]) to bis sixty-tliird 
year, wlnm he lel’t tin; kingdom of this world I’or the 
next and a better one, wliere lu' must hr, in the 
eternal enjoyment of the ble^^-ings of palaces and 
hiiris. 

Agra is renowned as the birtlwplac(‘ of the ccle- 
brat(*d minister, Aliulfazl, and his brotln'r, the 
IcariH’d Faizi. I To the latter, tin' W(-rld is indebted 
for a translation of several famous Sanskrit works, 
such as the (lita, Mahalbharat, ami llamayana, etc.; 
and to the former for his energetic political adniinis- 
tratio]! of the affairs of India, and for the comiiosition 
and production of the law institutes, such as the 
Ayini-Akbari, etc. 

I bc'g to draw my reader’s attention, in this place, 
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to the wonderful character of the Emperor Akbar, 
whose reign of fifty-one years was, and ever will be, 
considered a blessing to India. Had his successors 
been half as wise as himself, it would no^ have been 
the fate of the country to bo under the rule of 
foreigners. The ('iiormous Aveight of thi! kingdom 
Avas jdaced on his shoulders Avlicn he Avas a boy of 
thirteen years. It must be borne in mind that to 
SAvay the vast continent of India is Jiot an easy thing 
for a boy of that age, Avhen, in this peaceful time, 
three able statesmen of the enlightened land of Eng- 
land, aided by members of council, find it an irksome 
and difficult task to govern. Wherc'as, in the begin- 
ning of his government, he found tlie Avhole country 
in a state of confusion ; but the young ruler, as the 
historian says, being endoAved Avitli the following three 
accomplishments by nature, viz., courage, bcnievolcncc, 
and foresiglit, he prov<'d to be an incomparable Avar- 
rior, reverenced monarch, and a pre-eminent states- 
man, and consecpiently managed alfiprs in such a 
Avay as to procure all his subjects’ and friends’ love 
for him : and he is loaded Avith praises, not only by 
all Asiatic historians, but by Europeans too, and, 
lastly, Avith all the eternal shoAvers of mercy from his 
Creator. 

The fort of the city is strongly built of red stone, 
such as is taken out of the Gwalior quarries ; the 
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depth of its ditch is considerable, the ramparts double, 
^vith bastions situated at equal distances from one 
anoth('r, 

Amonj^t^he famous edifices of llindoostan is ]\[um- 
taz Alaliall, licr(‘ vulgarly called 1'aj ^lalialL It 
is a mo^-t* remarkable work by Indian artists, built 
of pure marble, decorated with Mosaics. Its materials 
arc; uncommonly ricli, its design chaste, and its efiect 
]m)st brilliant, attended by solemnity. In beauty, 
it surpasses all fln‘ edifices of fndia, and in solemnity, 
thosf* of the whole of Asiu. 

'riie founder of lids wondrous building was Shah 
Jaban tin* (Jreat, who ('rect(‘d it for bis favourite 
(pu'en, M Uinta/ Mahall lh‘gam, who an as an able 
woman and, at tin; sanu' tinu', ([IKM'u of the beauties 
of her tiiiK' : It is her maimoleum. 

The number of Inhabitants in .tVgra at this time, 

I Avas informed was about eighty thousand. The 
district was surrcndi'red to the English army, under 
Lord laik(', in ,LS0d, by Daulat Ihio Slndia. 

I livc'd here under the protection of this noble 
family for a ju'riod of five yt'ars, until the beginning 
of IS IT. My I'diicatioii being considered complete 
in that school, I Avas left to nuself. '1 he old gen- 
thunan then smit a mo^age to me through a friend, 
that my acquirements under him had alia ady quali- 
fied jnc for a man of business, and that he had 
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some interest Avitli the Hritisli fuuetioniivies, ^Yllose 
Government^ a few years since, had bc('n established 
there, which he would be glad to use in my behalf 
if I liked ; also, he w'ould be happy to gi'tp'je married 
too amongst some of his relatives. 

In reply to this kind message, I returm\'l my most 
sincere thanks to my noble protector, adding that I 
should never, during my life, forget his kindness 
towards me, and that, although at that lime it was 
beyond my power to do him any senwiee^ in return 
for the protection I had received, yd I hoped I 
should be able some day to serve him, if it pleased 
the Almighty God. As to the marriage and employ- 
ment, I pleaded inability to accept sucli o/h'rs, being 
desirous of seeing my mother at Ujjain once more 
by the first opportunity. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Aly s(‘rvi<‘(; with Hindu llao’.s physiidan. — 1 visit Delhi. — Tlcturn to 
(iw.ilior. -Tlie coljrn’s mrcd.-Oucc more at Ujjain.— Pilial 
love tlian the asiroloircT’s threats. — Sir T. llislop’s army. — 

lJ.ittl(‘ of AFehidpur. -f weary of Djjain. — My luckless rencontre 
vvitli Miisi the Afghan.- Slraut;e wanderiii-^s in the jungle.— -The 
secret iinv(‘il(Ml.— Nadir, chief of the BluH‘ls. -Am iiromoied to bo 
tliieve.V >eer(‘tary. — A IJlu'el baiKiuet and .strange horrors. — My 
flight. —The old Sheikh on«*e more.— *My motlua-’s death. 

In the month of February, 1817, Hakim Rahma- 
tullah Jh'g- Ivlian, pliy^ician to Hiinlu Rao, the brother- 
in-law of Hi.s Highiie.s.s Dan I at Rao Siiidia, came to 
Agra Oil hi.s way to Delhi on business. Having had 
the honour ol' knowing this good old gentleman pro* 
viously at (iwalior, I called on liim, and was received 
very warmly. 1 begged, it’ I could be of any use to 
him, to be allowxul to accompany him in his present 
travels. He kindly took me in his service as super- 
intendent of his medicines and his household, on a 
small salary. 

Favoured by unexpected success in this object of 
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my desires, I returned home with the good news, and 
communicated it to my benefactor, who, with all the 
members of the family, were excessively sorry to part 
wuth me, after being domesticated with Vlfem for .a 
period of about five years. On the day of our de- 
parture, the ten gold mohrs, with a few rupees that 
I had in my possession, I placed at tlie feet of my 
benevolent instructor, and begged him to oblige me 
by the acceptance of such a trille. He granted this 
request with some reluctance, to my great satisfaction, 
and then he called on the physician in person, and 
spoke to him a great deal about me and in my iUvour ; 
and, giving my hand into his, he bade us khuda hallz ” 
and a good journc'y. 

Early on Thursday morning we took our leave of 
our friends, and bade farewell to the city of Agra. 
It must be well known to those who have visited 
that part of the country, that travelling from Agra 
to Delhi, is no more than Avalking in gardens for 
plcasuia', and we conqdcted this intcrcsinng jounu'y in 
a wec'k. Oji tlu^ morning of tlie eighth day, the V(‘ry 
splendid view of Delhi, the ancient capital of rajas and 
emperors, presented itself to our eyes. Tlie llrst look of 
this grand city reminds the reflecting traveller that this 
was the central scat of emjiire in India, whence orders 
and prohibitions were issued and cxcculed throughout 
the whole of the provinces ; that this was the place. 
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the sight of which filled th(i mind of many princes 
of high rank with toiror and awe ; that the heads 
of many dcliii([uent nobles and princes used to be 
hung at the gate's in retribution for their misconduct, 
while others passed through in triumph. 

On our ('iitering the city gates, some few clerks 
and peons of the Ihiglisli ( iovi'minent, to our great 
annoyance, searched our luggage and examined us, 
questioning us viay minutely respecting our inten- 
tion and cause; of coining to the city, which being 
directly replit'd to, we were left to ourselves. The 
pliysician took his temporary abod(; with a nobleman, 
a d('sccndant of Nawazish Khan, n’siding at Chdndni 
Chauk in a grand mansion, furnished with everything 
requisite for the luxury and vanity of man. Here, 
after tin; fatigue of the journey, w(‘ Jived very com- 
fortably for sev('ntecn days, during whicli period I 
had very little to do. In the morning only I had a 
few prc'scriptions, written by tlie doctor, to enter in 
the book, and sometimes gave some medicines as he 
directed to some of the patients from th(' cliest in 
my charg(' ; and tlien, after breakfast, having all the 
day at my own disposal, T jiassrd it delightfully in 
walking tlirougli tlu' citv and its (‘nviiv)ns. 

The anci('nt city of Dellii, ('utith'd Indraprastha 
in the mythological annals of the Hindus, lies in 
mounds of ruins, to the south of the modern town. 



Several marks of tlie ancient palaces and mansions 
etc., are still in existence; and some few of them, 
such as the old gates of tlu' town, mosques, and mauso- 
leums of the Emperor lliimayun, etc.,‘'^fhe fort "of 
Shershah and other small citadels, stand unsliaken 
up to this time. Their form and structure seem 
wonderfully strong, even at this time. Tdic lirst 
Mohanicdan invader of India was Sultan Mahmiid 
of Gliiziu, who took the capital about the end of 
the year 1110, a.d. Ihil, according to his political 
liberality, he restored it to the Eaja, and replaced 
him on the throne as a tributary to hims(‘lf. 

The modern town was peopled by the Emperor 
Shah Jahan, in about 1631, a.d., on the Avestern bank 
of the river Jamna, and he entitled it Shah Jahainibad, 
bestowing his own name upon it. The population at 
the time of my visit Avas cstimatcal to be about two 
liundred thousand inhabitants. The city secmied to 
be in a ruinous condition, having suffered much during 
the IMaratha Avars. d'he city Avails, AVith numerous 
bastions, and seven gates, are built Avith red-stone. 
There are many edifices here Avorthy of notice, some 
in good condition, others falling to decay. 01 the 
former class are the colh'ge of (ihaziuddin Khan, 
situated near the yXjnieer gate, the palaces of All 
Mardan Khan, Kamru’ddun Khan, and Kudsya Ee- 
gum, tlic mother of Mohanu'd Sluili, and many 
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mosques. ]jut the loftiest of all, and most elegant, 
is the Janii Masjid, or the great Moliamcdan cathedral, 
built of the red-stone lined with pure marble, and 
sicuated iii the middle of the city. This venerable 
place of worship was bc'gun by the Emperor Shah 
Jahan in the fourth year of his reign, and completed 
in the eleventh. 

The people are generally polite and well-behaved, 
and the climate seems lu'althy. After about three 
weeks’ sojourn in Delhi, my employer ordered pre- 
])arations for liis return to Gwalior, which being made 
in a sliort tiim*, we left the old metropolis of India, 
and in about another week reached our destination 
in safety, with tin; exception of one accident to a 
])con of ours. It liappened so, that on tlie fourth 
day of our march, as \\ c. lialted under a tia'e by the 
side ol’ a small village to take onr breakfast, this poor 
Hindu, lei'ling thirsty, was the tirst pc'rson to descend 
into the well (near which ue had halted) with his 
pot of water.* After having goiu' down a few steps 
lie was bitten by a large black snake, that a as lying 
under the st('pping-stone of the same colour. As soon 
as the man saw his mortal enemy, and felt the ])ain 
of his bite, he look hi-? pistol from his girdle and fired 
at it. The siuhh’ii rcjiort of the lirc'-aim instantly 
brought us to the well, and wliat did we see but 
th(‘ man t'ugageil in separating a piece of llcsli from 
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his heel with his sword, and the noxious animal writh- 
ing about two yards fioin him wiUi a hole in liis 
hood that the pistol ball had made. c carried up 
the poor man, who fainted from the loss^^f blood,; 
but our master, the hind physician, immediately order- 
ing a large knife to be made r('d hot, cauterized his 
foot below the ankle, and having washed the wound 
he put a quantity of common salt upon it. I believe 
the smarting of the salt roused him from his deadly 
SAVoon, and ho asked for water ; but the doctor gave 
him a copious draught of the English brandy instead 
of water, which soon brought him down to sleep. 

In the meantime a multitude of the people of the 
village were collected near the well. 'Elu'y thanked 
us for the destruclion of (lie monster, which, tlu^y said, 
had put an end to tin' lives of two imm and one Avoman 
of their village during that year. The snak(', being 
brought out and measured, was found something more 
than two yards long ; and its stomach bedng openu'd, a 
frog and a sparrow were found in it. ^Of the former 
there Avas only a small part lamiaining, but tin) latter 
was nearly^ Avhole. The poor peon, bc*ing tied on 
a camel, Avas carried during the remainder of tln^ 
journey, and recovered from his severe illness after 
about six Aveeks, avIk n His Excellency Hindu llao Tthe 
brother-in-laAV of His Highness the Maharajah), in 
Avhose service our noble physician was, hearing of the 
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man’s courage, promoted liim from his pconship to 
the cavalry, on the salary of a rupee per day, and 
drcss(.‘s, etc. 

. Upon ‘c ’r arrival in the camp, the old Silbahdar, 
my late protector, or rather oppia'ssor, called on the 
pliysician, and hc'ggcd of me to forget and forgive 
what had passed hetw(‘(‘n us ; and remonstr.'ited with 
the doctor, asking him to allow me to come with him. 
Tlie doctor said he had no ohj('ction in case it Avas 
my wi^h to go. lie them turiu'd towards me to hear 
my cons('nt, I reinarlv(‘d, ‘‘ I had already forgiven 
what had tak(‘n place, and would also forget it if I 
could ; [ would wait upon him witli [)leasure when I 
had time, hut would neveu* h'ave tlu* se rvice' of the 
doctor to slay with liim, or on any otlna* ae'count than 
my iinding a caravan ]n’oce('dlng to L jjain ; then 
would I hog my di^mi^sal to r(‘j).»ir to sea' my j)arent.” 
d'his determination of mine .sileiuMl tlu' Subalnhir, and 
lu' went home. 

I stay<'d with tliedoct(»r .d)out six months, during 
whi(‘h period, hi’ing (‘on^tantly engaged in medical 
oceu[)ation, I began to take much interot in the 
profes'>ion, and h'arnt sjum'thing of that most useful 
scien('(‘. d’he j)ra( ti(“e (d' this doctor was very simple 
and : In' sehlom liatl rerour''e to medicines, but 
gi’iierally prescribt d change of diet. His employer, 
Hindu IM liad great coutidence in him, tliough his 
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salary was only five hundred rupees a month ; but the 
presents he received amounted to more than double 
that sum. I recollect an instance of his practice 
Once His Excellency Hindu Eao went out .tanting for 
two or three days, to a distance of about thirty miles 
from the camp, where lie was alfected witlr constant 
and severe hiccup. He had two medical men with 
him, who tried their best to remove this troublesome 
malady from His Excellency, but to no purpose. One 
of them wanted to take some blood from the arm, 
but this was objected to by tlie jiaticnt liimsclf. His 
Excellency, not being able to suffer any more pain, 
returned to the camp immediately, and tlu'ii my master, 
being ord(;red to attend, prescribed nu'rely a few small 
pieces of sugar-eaiu?, sprinkled with rose-water, to be 
chewed and smoked. 'This b(‘ing done, tlu^ patient 
was instantly relieved, and our doctor, before heaving 
the palac(3, was well rewarded. His Excellency took 
from his own neck a necklace of large pearls, and jire- 
sented it to him, with a pair of very liaiylsonH' shawls. 

AV^henever 1 had leisure I visited the Siibahddr, and 
sometimes dined with him, and found him always 
civil. In August Khaiuhj Kao, the nobleman in whose 
company we came to Gwalior, obtained leave to pro- 
c(H‘(l to I' jjain to visit iiis family, and the Siibalidtir 
managed to be ordered to attend him until his return. 
On the day of th(‘ir departure I obtaiiu'd my dismissal 
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from the service of the doctor, who was unwilling to 
grant it, o])serving that if I stayed with him for four or 
five years, he would make a good doctor of me, and 
ttien I sliv^uld become an independent gentleman, or 
master of myself. Hut, anxiety to see my parent 
blinded ftie siglit of my reason, and my prejudiced 
ear would not listen to his wholc'soim^ advice. He 
j)aid my arrears, and very liberally added a sum of 
money and dresses to them as a reward — so I found 
myself again master of upwards of a hundred rupee's. 

About the middle of August we hdt the camp, 
and proe(‘('ded ou our journey by lung marches. 

started a])out sc'va'u o’clock every morning, and 
marched till four in the (‘vening. Our tra\('l was not 
so pleasant, on account of tin' rainy .s('a>on. Every 
river and stream detaiiu'd ns fur hours, and sometimes 
for a day and niglit. Oiieiir li.dtii.g near lJundi the 
rains bej'an to tall in toueiU''. ami KUitinncd all jiight, 
and till' next day ne\<'r c(':i^e(* ( \eu ihr a second. At 
night, tin? Nsatvi's brc'aking ihrougli tin tianches of tlie 
tents, ros<' more tliau two loot aho\e tlie h vt I of the 
ground, and caiis(’d our beds and ])illo^v^ to float. 
Our hors( s and t-anu'ls -tood trt'mbling, and ourselves 
were' ill no latter coiidilnm than the poor animals; 
b(‘sidcs, t!a' ]Min of linng( r crownod our misfortune, 
and we were ohligt'd to liall lieu' lor live davs. 

At the t'jid of tin' first week in September we 
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at last reached our destination in safety, and glad was 
I to see Ujjain again, after an absence of more than six 
years. Khande Ihio, under the Siibahdar, would not 
enter the city for a week more, it beinp^ unlucky, 
according to the astrological calculalions. As for 
myself, I was so anxious to sec my mother that no 
astrology could possibly keep me a moment longer in 
the camp, and, previous to the ])rohibition being pro- 
claimed there that nobody should enter the city until 
next week, 1 was in the house of my })ar('nt, with the 
tears of joy running over my lace. 1 was glad to see 
h('r in a state of perfect health, and her son, too, a fine 
healthy boy. I was inori* sur])ris('d to see her house 
filb'd with all sorts of furniture, dra])ery of several 
kinds, valuable spices, and copper vessc'Is, c‘tc. Finding 
these articles beyond the income of the Subahdar, I 
asketl my mother whence; diey came ? 'To this she gave 
me an evasive reply; but, not bc'ing satisfied with her 
answer, I made further en([uiries about it, and found 
out, from other members of the family, that all the 
riches W'crc plundered ])roperty, unlawfully obtained 
by the brother of the Siibalidar’s former wife, who, all 
the time during our absence, acted agreeid)ly to his 
orders as a freebooter, and u.-cul to go on his diabolical 
excursions with his horses and camels, and bring these 
articles home. 

I lived with my dear parent for a period of three 
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months and a few days, very quietly. About the 
middle of December a force of about ten thousand 
of the Englisli army, headed by Sir Thomas Ilislop, 
arrived tliCi-e, and halted at the other bank of the river 
Sipra. My wliolc att(‘ntion was taken up by their 
excellent uniforms, their cannons in beautiful order, 
and all their warlike materials. Every day, after 
morning ])rayer, I went to the camp to sec their 
extraordinary mameuvres, exercise, and processions 
on parade. I contracted friendship Avith a Avhite sol- 
dier, Avho was very civil to me in his maniu'r, but he 
could not sj)cak my language. expressed our 

thoughts to each other by signs and a fcAv words of 
bad Hindustani that he knew. He took me to his 
tent and sinitcd me by liini, and all his frie nds re'Ciived 
me Avith kindiu'ss, and asked nit* to drink some of the 
forbidden li([uor, Avdiich they scenu'd to ('iijoy. I 
decliiu'd tlu' offer, and took a ])icri of bread and milk 
to please tluaii. 'This Avas the first time I heard the 
English language spoken, and 1 felt an irresistible 
d(\sire to learn it. In this society, of only three or 
four days’ duration, I h'arnt thirty-seven Avords, which 
I Avrot(‘ doAvn in the Persian characters; tlic list still 
remains Avith nu' in tlu' bundh; of niA' notc-s. 

One morning as 1 repaire d to the canq), to my great 
surprise, 1 found it gon(\ 'fhe site being croAvded Avith 
crows and kites appeared horrible, but there Avcrc a 
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fow camp followers left behind, and they too appeared 
to be in great confusion engaged in pulling down their 
tents, and loading tlicir 2)rovisions, etc., on the back of 
a poor camel, that seemed to have been o;;:er worked, 
as its lamentable cries denoted. From these people I 
learnt that the army had proceeded to IMehidptir, where 
they expcct('d to have a battle with Ilolkar’s forces. 
Hearing this I returned home in despair, considering 
myself very unlucky, not being capable of participat- 
ing in such aftairs. 

Hira Khan, the governor of Ujjain, and almost all 
the chiefs, got ready to pluiuhn* the English baggage, 
the owjiers of wliicli they considered would get a good 
beating and be defeated. Also parties of the mercenary 
vagabonds, who had nothing to lose, but everything to 
gain — and who sojourned in the city, in exj)ectation of 
such an opportunity of executing their evil designs — 
appeared in singular excitement. My old Subalidiir 
and his former wife’s brother, a notorious robber, 
seemed particularly so, anticipating a ^disaster to the 
English. There would have been a host of about ten 
thousand armed nuai to destroy the foreigners had they 
lost the battle, but all these hopes were frustrated by 
news of a contrary nature, which appeared to them 
incredible at first, considering the strength of Ifolkar. 
Little did they know that Nuwab Abdulghafur Khan, 
played the part of a traitor to his master and deserted 
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the field of battle with the force under his command, 
just at the moment when tlu; English were on the point 
of losing the battle, through the loyal and gallant ex- 
ertions of 4^b)slian]jeg, the Captain-General of Ilolkar’s 
artillery, 'flie stain of this disgrace clung too firmly 
to the naftie. of Abdulghafiir as long as he lived, to be 
(‘ffacc'd by his great lil)(‘ralily towards the poor and 
otliers; and liis so/i Glnizi Mohamed Khan is not un- 
r(‘})roa( lied by tin' natives of India for liis late father’s 
misbehaviour, tliough h(“ mijoys the district of Jaora, 
assIgiK'd to tile family, through the iavour of the 
British autliorilies in India. 

I stayed with my good iiarent in the < ity, until the 
('lid of I)('e('nil)er, 1817, and then ix'gan to feel very 
dull, ])eing tired of a monotonous life. Besid('s, I did 
not like to (‘at the Siihalular’s bread so unlawfully ob- 
tained, and 1 found my mind in a slate of excitement, 
hearing tin* lu’ws of wars in the Daklian, and the 
ov('rthrow of Baji Jhio, tiu' Le-t i« ])r(' ('iiiativc' of the 
family (d’ tlu' Ih'shwa, wiio>e ^ unity ami short-.dghted 
policy had lalely lu’iuh'red him odious to tivo formid- 
able ea'‘t('s, his benefactors, vi/., Alohanu'dans and 
English, forgeiting that through the aid of tlu* former 
he was put on tlu' ihroiu', and through tliat, of the 
latter, he retained it. lie incuriu'd the dislike of the 
Mohainedaus by prohibiting them from aj)peariiig in 
his sight till t('n o’clock in the morning every day, in 
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order that his eyes might not be defiled by seeing 
them. 

Moreover, he issued a proclairation proliibiting all 
Muslims of whatever rank or station from er- iu passing 
through those streets which were overlooked by his 
palace. The wise and powerful Christians, iilthough 
they were trc.'atcd alike, yet carc'd not about his folly 
in such matters, but Avere greatly incensed at his vacil- 
lation and disregard of their advice. 

In the beginning of January in the year 1818, 
hearing talk of the war in tlte Daklian, I burned to 
proceed thither, thinking I sliould find tlirn’c a ladder 
to ascend to the terrace of distinction. Infatuated with 
this id(‘a, I wand(*r('(l about in the city in search of a 
caravan or any kind of a companion through whom to 
accomplisli my design. One day as 1 rambled about 
I saw some twenty stranger Afghans, and a Jamadar, 
a])parently a wcdl behaved man of good temper, who 
was lodging in the shop of a Banian. As 1 passed by, 
I saluted them according to the ('staljli Jied custom of 
th(' Mohamedans, founded upon die tradition of the 
])rophet. Tlie Jamadar Mu>a Ivliilii (such was his 
name as 1 found out afterwards), kindly returned my 
salutation, and aske d me to sit and smoke with him, to 
which 1 agreed with pleasure ; and to my great satis- 
faction, I found from the conversation, that he was on 
his return to Puna, whence he had obtained a few 
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months leave to visit his family at Rampur. I enquired 
as to the time when he intended leaving the city ; lor/’ 
said I, I was also thinking of proceeding to the 
IJakhan, where I might get employment.” The Jamadar 
replied, he was to leave the place next morning after 
prayer, and would take me into his service if I liked, 
on a salary of ten rup(‘es j)er month, and that I should 
cat t'lnd drink witli him free of charges ; he would also 
furnish me wifli clothes, and 1 should keep the accounts 
of his twenty-five I’atlians, and might leave him when I 
got a hett(‘r situation : hut I must make up my mind and 
be quick, I readily ass(‘nted to the above terms, and 
promis('d to be with him tin? next morning as early as 
possible with my luggage. No luggag(‘,” replied he, 
^^as we have none, except our small carpets and arms, 
but if you have any, recollect that you will have to 
carry it on your own shouhlers/’ 'J'hinking I might 
easily put up with such an iiu'ouv' uieucc for a short 
journey, I told him 1 should be as liglit as possible, 
and perliaj)s lighter than his jm n. 

1 returiu'd liome delighted, and packing up all my 
things in a box, gav(' it in charges to my mother, rc'tain- 
ing the key in my own ])ossessiou. 1 k('pt my intention 
a proibnnd s('cret, knowing that if divulged to anybody, 
my going would surely be stopped. My future prospects 
having filled my brain, 1 was so busy all night in build- 
ing castles in the air that I could not sleep for a 
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moment ; not having the least idea that I was precipi- 
tating myself headlong into an abyss of misfortune 
worse than death; but the lines of flite prescribed by 
the mighty hand of the Supreme Being, a:e entirely 
unintelligible to the eye of our limited reason. Who 
can tell what is to become of him to-morrow ? Hearing 
at last the ilrst crow of the cock, I got up, and per- 
forming my ablution, said my prayers, and putting my 
small carpet on my shoulder, and pen, ink, and paper 
into my girdle, I repaired to my now friends, whom I 
found preparing to start. They unanimously received 
me with an acclamation of joy. Tins is the first day 
of your employment with a gallant party of real men,*’ 
said jNIusa, may your days be prosperous : you «aro 
very welcome to us.” He then asked me if I had said 
my prayers, and if so to sit near the bonfire and look 
over the arms, etc., until their rc'turn. On my taking 
charge of tlicir things, all of them repaired to the 
nearest Mosque, and ])crformcd their devotions, and 
then returning to me they rchears(‘d their salutation, 
as it is the duty of IVluslims to salute each other after 
prayers, and when they eonn^ near on(‘ who is seated. 
They then accoutred themselves in a few minutes, and 
unanimously repeated the following prayer, to be* said 
by all Muslim travellers, and warriors, at the moment 
of their starting on an expedition : — ‘‘ Nasrum min- 
allah, fathun karib wabashshiril mominin, Fallahu khai- 
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run liafiza wahuwa urhamur rahimm/’ viz, Assistance 
Irom (Jod, and a sjjccdy victory, and do thou bear good 
tidings to the true believers. God is the best guardian, 
a]Kl luj is tli(‘ most inercirul of those that shew mercy ” 
(chap. ]xu, ver. 12, Alkur'a/i). llaviiig done this we 
started olf and were out of the gate of the city by the 
sunrise. 

0 went south-west from tlie town, and leaving 

tlie (‘ity of liidiir on the J(“ft, wc j)roc(‘ed( d by 

long marclu's from luoruing till evening every day, 
avoiding to ])ut up at any of the large towns that 
w<'r(; in (lie way, for reasons unknown to nu'. We 
lialted at small villages at nights, and purchasing our 
j)rovisions, dr('ss('d them by turns. We took our 
dinner at about eight o’clock in tlie evening, all 

sitting togetlier; and then one loaf and a little 

([uantily ol onions, or coaiM* sugar, was givcii to each 
man to take care ol tor his Ineak! i<t the next morning. 
]\Iy tiim‘ passed vi'ry plea antl\ in »h(’ society of my 
n(?w li'K'iuls, •and iMu.''a Kluin paiio'ularly seemed 
always very anxious about my cofutort. On the even- 
ing ol the sixth d;iy ol otir departure from I' jjain, wc 
halted at a small IJlu’cl \illage, situated at the foot of 
the enormous chain of mountains in this jiart of the 
world, extending east and west along the valley of the 
^arbadda Kiver, which on the other side forms a 
naturid boundary betAveen the t>vo extensive provinces 
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of Malwa and Khandcsh. On enquiring the reason for 
our coming to this dreary and difficult part of the 
mountain, instead of going througli the celebrated pass 
of Jamghat, I was informed that this pa>s, named 
Jamanya, though -very difficult, having only a footpatli, 
was preferred by Miisa Xliiin as being the shortest 
road to iNlandaleshwar, where the Narbadda is always 
fordable. 

The next morning, about two o’clock a.m., we set 
off and entered the mountain. Our ])rogr(’ss was very 
difficult — dark before, and dangerous voices behind 
but, at the same time, it was very fast. ]Musa Klian, 
and the other Afghans, seemed to Ix' as well accpiaiiited 
with the giddy ascents, dang(‘rous ])recipic(‘s, and 
fearful ravines of the monnlains, as a citizen with 
the winding streets and narrow lanes of liis owni 
native town. At daybr(‘ak we hailed near a clear 
fountain, and, peribrniing our ablutions, said our 
prayers. The cold this morning w^as so intense 
that our t(,'cth involuntarily chattered, d'he Afghans 
seemed indifferent to it, but for my j)art I h'lt my 
extremities bfinumbed, and my wliole body chilled. 
After ])rayers, however, Musa ordered a bonfire t<j be 
made and pip('.s to be filled. \Vr. obt'yed tlie order 
with alacrity, and in a moment pieces of firi'-wood, of 
which there was no delicicncy, were eoih eted iiito a 
large h('ap :pnl^^oi.ie of ^ the Afghans, taking tlic 
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chakmak and flint) from his girdle, struck fire 

and soon kindled a flame, to our inexpressible comfort. 
Ill the meantime, the great planet rising from the 
eastern horizon, rendering us indepemdent of the fire 
])y his rays, \vc took our breakfast, and soon concluded 
it with .uiotlier smoke. Thus being well refreshed, 
wc s('t off ngain at a moia* rapid ])ace tlian the night 
before. 'Ihe road was very difficult and complicated • 
the io()t])ath that w(; lollowcnl often became traceless. 
Sometiimvs w(‘ peiu'trated tlirougli the thick forest, and 
at others we caught hold of the.* roots of trees and 
coriKU's of rocks to sling ourselvc's ov('r a precipice 
or craggy peak. 

Tims wo Wild on till about five o’clock in the 
evening, wluni all tin* Afghans joyfully (‘xclaimcd, 
'There is the end of our journey; thanks to God! 
we lia\e at last la'aclu'd our de-'t in.it ion.” Seeing no 
trace' of haliitatinii, or tlie cxpcclod ferry of the Nar- 
badila, I tell greatly surprised, and asked Miisii where 
Ave weri' i In ri'ply, he jiointed out to me a wide 
valh'v, thickly covered with trei's and dotted Avith 
huts, situated at the distance of .about a musket shot 
from oiH' another, 'Thore,” said he, “ that is the 
plac(' I was sv) anxious to reach, and then' is to be 
my honu' for oiu' yi'ar, and then I shall return to 
my native country.” He addl'd, that in the same 
valh'v residl'd his lord and master, the chief of the 
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Blicels, by name Nadir, who always had about five 
hundred of his tribe ready at his command ; and they, 
with the party of Afghans I had joinc'd, plundered 
caravans and travellers, and infested the passes and 
roads of that mountain. The booty was brought to 
Nadir and divided into three shares, two uf which 
were taken by the Bhccl chief, and the remainder by 
the Afglians. After telling me this, INliisa consoled 
me by observing that 1 had nothing to do with their 
excursions, and niiglit stay at home iind take care of 
their baggage, etc., during their absence, and that 
their accounts would not engage my time more than 
half-an-hour every montli. 

I was actually horrified at this uiu'xpccted address, 
and my vexation was so great that it nearly burst 
fortli in angry words, wIkui, no doubt, I should have 
been inurdered on the spot; but, on reflection, I 
perceived the lu'cessity of having recoursi* to a 
hypocritical policy, and, with a feigned smile, I 
empHred, Are not, then, to go to Puna, after 
alii'” No, never,” rejoined he; wdiat is the use 
of going tlu're when wu* can accpiire here the object 
of our desire Well,” replied I, “ as I am joirnal 

to you by the decree of fate, I v/ill try and make 
myself useful in your service for tin; fixed timci of 
one year, and then I shall sc(j if fortune casts her 
favourable ('ye upon me.” At the (*nd of this con- 
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fabulation wc arrived very near the den of our host, 
and three fnuskets were fired from our party as a 
sign of our arrival, 'fhe report echoed and re-echoed 
in the vallciy, and was followed by the wild cries of 
the Bliecls in reply, and in a few minutes we were 
surrouinVal by a host of them, naked, save a narrow 
strip of Colton round th(‘ middle, but armed with bows 
and arrows. TlKiir bows were mad(i of a strong piece 
of bc'nnboo string, ^vith a tliiii slip of tin' same material, 
and ihi) arrows were not unlike those used in sport 
by more eivilisc'd nulions. One of them, advancing 
furiously forward, cast his red fiery eyes upon us, and 
address('d ihe party in a wild, tlirc'atcning tone, as 
follows: — ‘‘ W ho are ye that volimtanly rush into the 
jaws of (h'atli Dost thou not know nu', IvaJiya r* 
cri('d Mii^a. 'flu' Hheel recoguise'l tlic voici* of the 
Jaiiiadar, and advainu'd towaiah u^, shouling at the 
sanu' time to the otlu'i^, Ite Mu'-:! re a{)no ^lu^a rip 
nahiii,” /a*., “it is our own Mu^a, and no (‘iieiny.” 
I'pv)!! thi^ all ^of us w('re interinl\(’d with the native 
robbers; and (dd I\all\a’s friendlv talking witli Musu 
Khiin denionstrat( d tiieir former intiin.iU' ae(|ualutance 
with ('ach otlier. As the evtuiing Ix'gan to set in wc 
reached a cane, at the mouth of which w(' Indicld a 
black well-imuh' man s(|uatfing on a lour J('gged frame 
interwoNcn v ith tlhirs of wild creepers. He was also 
naked as tlic others; hut a pali of thick golden brace- 
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lets on his wrists, and a sword placed before him, in 
addition to the usual bow and arrows, and a chafing 
dish with live fire at a little distance, cncirch'd with 
several scjuatting Bheels, clearly sliowed that he wns 
the chief of the banditti. JMiisa, looking at him, 
saluted and said, Tliere is Nadir Bhai, the good 
prince of the wilderness ; mak(^ your respects to him 
and go home ; I will be with you after a little while.” 
So all of us raised our liands to our foreheads to the 
Ilheel, who got up from Ids s(‘at, returned our salams, 
and desired Musa to approach, Avhieh he did, and 
sat near him on the ground, leaning against one of 
the feet of the rude throne. Our party now walked 
to the place of our future stay, wldidi they knew 
too well to recpiin; a guide. It was only about 
half a inih' off; but abhorrence, disapjioiiitnient, and 
despondency having expelled all my eagerness and 
ambition, I felt going over this little distance e([ual 
to a fatiguing journey of a hundr(‘d miles. At length 
wc arrived at a ])lace near the side of a liill, which, 
like a natural wall, formed the back of our dwelling. 
Adjoining this hill was a spacious shed built of trunks 
of trees, and the three sides wal](‘d with strong 
bamboos, leaving a larg(j space in the ndddle of thc) 
front sid(‘ to serve as a door. There were; two coni- 
partments, and about thirty rooms in each, partitionr'd 
off with c])lit bamboos. 'I'his last march had mucU 
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fatigued the Afghans too ; so, immediately on our 
arrival there, all of tliem hung tlieir matchlocks to 
the walls of the hall, and each taking possession of a 
room for himself, flung himself down on a rude frame, 
the only furniture there. I followed the example of 
my friends, and stretching myself out, attempted to 
closci my eyes in sleep, and thereby relieve my ex- 
hausted limbs. J3ut instead of sleeping, I began to 
reflcjct, ** AVhy did 1 accompany this murderous gang 
witliout iiKpiiry ! I miglit liave waited another month 
witli my kind parent and looked for a better convoy. 
It is my want of ('xperienc(', nay, my lolly, that always 
])uslies me into the abyss of misfortune. It is true, 
Musii acted treacherously towards me ; but an outlaw 
considers tia'acliery a joke*. W by did 1 allow my- 
self to bt; imposed u[)on i being m arly eighteen years 
of age, I t)iiglit to hav(‘ judged for myself.” reeling 
utterly helpless fas is natural ^ith man), 1 betook 
myself to the hist and unfailing resourei'. 1 lifted 
my eyes anil hands to\\ards lieaMii, and prayed 
thus: ‘*0 Alniiglity and glorious (iod, liow long 
wilt thou keep me in cahimities ! Am 1 doomed 
to be didionoured, and destined to live ^\ith mur- 
derers, robber^, and outlaws f () Lord of ('arth and 
lu'aven ! am 1 born a disgiMce to the name of my 
ancestors f If so, my most gracious Lord, I beseech 
tlu c to put an end to my being in this world. Amen.” 
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As I repeated this, the tears flowed over my chocks 
incessantly, and then an opposinij^ train of tlionghts 
made their appearance in the mirror of my brain to 
exonerate me from blame. I began to reflect as 
follows : I do not deserve these severe accusations, 

for I must submit to the decrees of my fate in the 
same wav as man, wise or fool, whether endowed Avith 
the pliilosophy of Plato or the stupidity of Khozib, 
Avhether Avith tlic croAvn of royalty on his lu'ad or 
the Avallet of misery oA'cr his shoulder; I kncAV not 
the character of the former Subahdar, nor that of 
Juma the Thug, nor Avas I acquainted Avith that of 
the 2)rcsent Jainadar. i\Iy outward sense's clearly 
showed that they Avere men ; and if they turn out 
inhuman, I am not to blame.” 

In the meantime, about eight o’clock, p.m., Alusa 
came home, lie called to us, and the Avhole party 
ran to him immediately, aa^k'H, to our great delight, 
Avc saAV several Jlliec'ls along Avith him, carrying pots 
of Avater, milk, sugar, and Avheaten cake's, more than 
our appetite demanded. The^c articles of indispen- 
sable necessity at this moment Averc considerc'd a great 
blessing : ^lusa was loaded Avith thanks IVom all sides. 
We then performed our ablutions, and said our even- 
ing and night prayers at once. Due justice was then 
done to the meal, and everybody retired to re pose, 
^wcept two sentinels, 07ic of them posted in the hall. 
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and the other upon a lofty tree. Being well tired 
by the hard labor of tlic day, all of us were soon 
asleep ; for my part, I think I was more soundly 
dormant than tin' others. In tlic morning I did not 
get u[) from my deep sleep until I was shaken by 
the shoulders. 

I soon felt the necessity of putting up witli all my 
troubles and torture of mind without murmuring, 
and b('gnii to familiarize myself with the place and 
its original residents. 1 often sat alone under trees 
ill iiK'ditation, and sonu'tiines conversed with the 
Afghans, friends of mine and fo(\s of the public, or 
rather bitter enemies of min(‘ too, having imposed on 
me with success, 'fin' sy^tcun of robbery and rai)ine 
was, meantime, constantly carried on under the guid- 
ance of the notorious Nadir, the lllu'e! chief, whose 
dct('stable followers not only inf d all the passes of 
th(’ mountain, but very frec^uently attackc'd tlii' neigh- 
bouring villages and towns. W hen one of their own 
party liap})einMl to be disableil by W(niinls from keep- 
ing up nitli them, they iiiiniediat<‘]y cut off his head, 
which they ])urii'd or ])urnt to avoid bt ing recognised, 
and to pri:vent the acia t being divulged, th(' indi- 
vidual being teiiuii’d Jingbl coni' -s and bring on a 
geiu'ral ndsfortune. 

Our arrival eau^* d a great aeeiderat lou to tlic cur- 
ri'iit of black dt'cds, systematically ])erpetiatcd under 



THE UNHOLY ALLIANCE. 


117 


the diabolical superintciidcnce of the black cliicf. 
Twice or three times a month a dctacliment of about 
fifteen of the Afglians used to be ordered to go on 
an expedition with a band of the native robbers, aijd 
if they found no travelh'rs in the passes, etc., worthy 
of attack, the Afghans generally procecdcal to the 
civilized part of the neighbouring country, stationing 
the llheels in ambuscades, where they awaited the 
return of the former, with travellers decoyed by them 
and persuaded to engager their escort to the fatal spot. 
A signal from tliem tlieii drew the Tlheels to the point, 
and a false conflict taking ])Iacc between the banditti 
and the Afghans, the latter were of course defeated 
and driven to a distance ; and the poor traveller’s were 
then stripped of everything in their possession, even 
to the clothes they wore. A piece of rag, about one 
foot broad and three feet long, was generously given 
to every plundered individual to cover himself, and 
lie was sent away. Any mark of resistance on the 
part of the poor travellers was sure tp bring upon 
them severe blows or cuts, or even loss of life. Such 
were the horrid scenes, the accounts of which were 
brought and faithfully related to me by niy comrades, 
to my secret disgust. Thanks to heaven, I was nev(‘r 
an eye-witness to these horrible affairs ; but the des- 
criptions were (juite sufficient to inflict wounds upon 
wounds on a heart unaccustomed to cruelty. On the 
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fourth return of our party, three heads of our own 
people were brought back with the booty ; two of 
them belonged to tlie Elieels, and the third was that 
oj[‘ a young Afghan, named Daia Khan. Tlicse tlircc 
individuals W(‘re so badly wounded in their legs by 
the defending escort of an attacked caravan, that they 
Avere unahl(^ to Avalk ; so severing their heads from 
tJieir bodies Avas coiijidcrcd expedient by their friends. 
We interred the head of poor Dara according to our 
usual mode, and lie Avas never thought of any more. 

My annoyance, indignation, and horror Avcrc inde- 
scribable ; but my safety d(‘|)cnding u])on my h.'clings 
being kept concealed, 1 still hypocritically preserved 
a smiling count('nanec Avith my companions. I got up 
early, at about four o’clock every morning, and ])ro- 
ceeded to a solitary fountain, Avhere T made my ab- 
lutions and performed my pray('is. I returned home 
alter sunrise, took my breakfast Avidi Mii>a and others, 
conversed Avith them for an hour or so, and then, Avith 
a p('llet-bow, y kind present to me from an old llhecl, 

I ri'paired to the jungle, Avhere I passed my time 
either in sliouting small birils, or sitting in soli- 
tude, lamenting my deplorable eoiiditiou. Very 
nearly four months — as tiMlious a^; four years — passed 
in this state, and I thought eight more must be com- 
pleted before the tree of my hope could bear the fruit 
of release. 
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The eighth expedition of our detaclimcnt was so 
lucky, and so abundantly lucrifcrous, that every Af- 
ghan of the party returned loaded with gold and silver, 
coin and jewels. The division of tliis booty took place 
during the next niglit, and the Jainadar and all his 
party became at once in possession of lai'^e sums. 
Two pair of silver anklets, one golden bangle, and 
thirty iiipces in ready cash, altogether amounting to 
the value of about four hundred rupees, fell to my lot 
in the distribution. I thanked the Jainadar for this 
unexpected boon, and buried my riches in my room, 
unpcrceivc'd by all. The charm and beauty of the 
gold tried to allure my thoughts in vain, for the pos- 
session of this plundered property could not aflbrd me 
that genial pleasure which one feels in well-earned and 
lawful gains. 

The Afghjius liaving obtained their object, were now 
anxious to take their leave of the Bheel chief for a few 
months to visit th(*ir hoimg and JMusa waiting upon 
him for the purpose, the request was readily granted. 
The chief told ^lusa that as lie and his party were to 
leave him for six months, he would not allow them to 
depart without giving them a grand feast in about 
three days. Saying this, he ordered his people to 
make the necessary preparations for the appointed day. 
Mvisa returned to his followers, and mentioned to them 
the result of his visit, which delighted them to a high 
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de^rro ; and I must say these tidings, as they involved 
my liberty, rendered me happiest of all. Opium and 
henbane, both plain and in confection, and sweetmeats 

in ])lcnty, and fat slieep, were sent to our quarters to 

0 

feavt us. The Aiglians, considering themselves re- 
lieved i’nTm active duties, had recourse to the nourish- 
ing and iiitoA'icating articl(‘s, and theia.'by made them- 
selv('s as lin])])y as ])ossibl(*. 'J'hey sat up till late at 
iiigJit to look lit the wild dances of the Bheels, and to 
hear tlndr songs. 'I'lius my fri('iuls were deluded or 
blinded by tin- order of the cliic'f for tliree days and 
niglits, and on tlie IburtJi day tlu’y (‘xpected to have 
the grand feast which had been ])ronus('d them. 

On tile morning of tlie feast I got up from my sh'ep 
earli('r tiian usual, and repaired to my fr('(|uented 
hiuntain ; and after performing the unavoidalile duties 
of a good Muslim, I sat down and bc'gan to think upon 
the haj)j)y subject of my return to tlie civilised world, 
and iVeedom IVom the soei(‘ty of frec'bootcrs and thieves. 
Strange to say, such thoughts, instead of d(‘light- 
ing my heart, rcuulercd it more heavy ; I knew not 
why, but tlu' dawning of the hoped-for morning, in- 
stead of cheering the heart, seemed to be clouded with 
gloom. I took little notice of these ominous fore- 
bodings, and at daybreak began my return to the 
shed. As I neared tin' place, and came within sound 
of the voici', my senses were terrified with yells and 
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screams, attended with the slashing noise of cutting 
instruments, as if a butcher’s hatchet descended upon 
an animal’s flesh and bones. Then came cries of dis- 
tress, ending in groans. Here reason, again making 
its timely appearance, stopped me to tliink ov(*r the 
matter. It may be tlie shet'p are being butcliercd 
for our feast,” said I to myself; but wliat then can 
be the cause of these dreadful squcaliiigs ?” Whilst 
engaged in tliis soliloquy, my feet were naturally forced 
backward instead of forward ; and suddenly, to my 
great terror and dismay, what did I behold but an 
Afgh cili running away, with his head bleeding, and his 
dress covered with gore ! Running up to him, What 
is the matter, Ibrahim Kluiri?” impiired I. To this 
he replied, We are undone; all the Afgdians arc assas- 
sinated by the liheels. I have lost these three fingers 
in parrying a cut aimed at my head. My wound is not 
a bad one, but feigning death, 1 have escajied. Don’t 
follow me — 1 may be overtaken — run as fast as thou 
canst to save thy life.” — “ Adieu, Ibrahjm,” said I, 
‘^may God protect thecl” 

Saying tliis, I ran with the speed of a swift horse 
for more tlian two hours in a northern direi'tion, witli- 
out looking back, making hair-lireadth escapes over 
the pr(icipiccs, rugged heights, and deep valleys. 
Sometimes I climbed where I saw the clouds under 
me spread like an ocean ; at others 1 went down as if 
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to the lowest region. Three hours’ run, however, ren- 
dered me quite exhausted ; and not being able to move 
on any more, I dropped down under a tree to refresh 
myself, Hunger and thirst advanced their demands 
to be satisfied ; I knew not where I was. The slightest 
shake of the dry leaves of the forest by the wind or 
an animal was sufficient to scare me; 1 trembled at 
th(‘ thought of being overtaken and murdered by the 
assassins. Jtccovering myself in about half an hour, I 
resumed my journey, but was unable to perform it 
with tli(' first speed. I wamt, howev'er, on through 
th(j wild(‘rness of the mountain and the thick forest 
till sunset, making several halts to regain strength 
wlienever 1 found myself unable to walk tlirough 
fatigue. Often 1 gathered a quantity of wild tigs and 
berries, with whicli I tried to satisfy the cravings of 
hunger ; but tlu^y could not well answer the purpose* 
Friglit, I suppose, having deratiged my stomach, it 
could retain nothing. The ]K'lh t-bow and tinder-box 
fortunately i;eniained with me ; with the former I tried 
sevi'ral shots at small birds, lint without succi ss. 

The dusk of evening now came on to my great 
satisfaction. The darkm-ss of night,” thought I, 
wdll be a good motherly veil to protect me.” But 
the danger of being torn to pieces by some ravenous 
beast and loneliness were sad companions. There was 
no sign ol‘ habitation anywhere to be seen. I travelled 
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all day without meeting a footpath, or even a footmark, 
and knew not where I was. AVlicre is a bed for me 
to repose uj^on ? where friends ^ Is there no one to 
aid me in this solitary condition ? Can I think of 
being so fortunate as ever again to reach civilised 
society?” Involved in these thoughts I stood'' gazing 
about on liic side of a ravine. Hope did not for- 
sake me even in this condition, but my fears were far 
stronger. Horror of cither being murdered, or be- 
coming a prey to wild animals, haunted my brain ; and 
to avoid these evils, I climbed up a large higli tree, 
and rested myself upon a branch ol:’ it in deep contem- 
plation. A dead silence reigned, only disturbed now 
and then by the bowlings of the wild creatures of the 
place. When my eyes turned up, they were fascimited 
by the clear azure sky, ornamented with innumerable 
brilliant stars, the wonderful works of the omnipotent 
Creator: these common phenomena filled my unscien- 
tific mind with awe. In the mean time tlic beautiful 
orb of the moon began its welcome :^;ise from the 
eastern direction like a mountain of pure gold. A 
flood of brilliance quickly extended over the surround- 
ing mountains, and the objects therein situated. The 
scenes around me began to assume a different form. 
Steep bides of mountains with hillocks and uneven 
plains in their front, covered with verdant trees, re- 
presented palaces and grand mansions, with handsome 
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gardens before them. These deluding phantoms in 
the clear moonlight, and the refreshing breezes, im- 
pregnated with the delicately- sw'eet scent of Howcrs, 
^and the shrubs of the fon'st, had such a tranquillizing 
effect til at f wais immediately transported to the region 
of sleej) ; and the active mental and cortiorcal powers 
being at once suspended, I walked in my dreams in 
these fantastical gardens amongst Huris and nymphs, 
w'hcn a sinhhm dasli, scvcri'ly felt by my back and 
head, soon restored me to my senses. 

He dreams of riclies, (rrandour, and a rromi; 

IIo wakes and finds liiiusolf a siiuplo cloun. — llowK. 

Thus I wais made conscious who and w'hore 1 was. I 
found myself lying under tlu' tre(', for a moment 
unable to move ; but I soon recovered. Luckily, 
iny tree \vas situated in a sandy part of the place; 
so the sliuck was, although a gn^at oing in no way 
injurious. 1 re-climed the treo, and then fastening 
myself to the bougli wdth my turban, I sh’pt as fast 
as a hors(' merchant after the disposal of his horses. 

The readi r heri' will observe the superior advan- 
tage's of the graceful Asiatic garb over the patch- 
ful light pieces of dresses of the Europeans, wdiich 
can only be used for the one particular purpose of 
covering the body closely. On the other hand, our 
coiivenicut long coat may be gracefully put on to com- 
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mand respect; and the same will serve as a bed If 
wc chance to have no other. Our doj)atta, the waist- 
band, is a zone on respectable occasions ; it is a sheet 
to cover one at night if required, or may be erected 
as a small tent to protect one from the burning sun. 
The turban is the most useful part of tlie 'Asiatic 
attire, far superior to the European hat in every 
respect ; it is a handsome ornament to the human 
head, and repulse s the severity of the sun ; the 
hat, on the contrary, attracts it. The turban is the 
best means to save the life of a thirsty traveller in 
the deserts and jungles, where there is no Avatcr 
to be had except in dec'p wells. In such a crisis, 
the precious liquid can be drawn by the aid of the 
turban with great case. A silken turban’s softness 
guards the head from the cut of a sharp sabre better 
than a helmet ; it can serve the purpos('s of bandages 
for wounds on important occasions, wlien surgical aid 
is wanting and not at hand; and many other advan- 
tages can be dcrivc'd from it, which, ^if described, 
would take up time and space unalfordal^le licre. 

d he mo.'^t beautiful cliirpiiig of the inoriiing birds 
awoke’ me from sleep, when I felt myself much rc- 
freshed ; but I found the joints of my limbs stiif and 
reluctant to move. Coming down, however, from my 
elevatt'd place of sleep, I performed the luiial duties 
et a good Mohamedaii to his Creator, by th(‘ side of 
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an elegant spring of water near to my tree of rest, 
and then I resumed my march in tlie northern direc- 
tion. Altliough I liad not now the elasticity of the 
day ])cf()rc, yet I liad scarce walked half a mile when 
the sllffncss left me, and the spark of vigour kindled 
the dame of power anew in my veins. Reader, I 
should ih’c you witli the difliculties of my progress, 
without a road or j)ath, or even a spot appearing ever 
to Ije trodden on by a human being, the sight of 
which Avoidd then have given me inexpressible de- 
light ; but you will understand me if 1 say that my 
egress was a hundred times more difticult than the 
ingress already di'scribcd to you. 

To shortcui tli<? account of my misery, I travelled 
on four days, guided by the sun only, and for four 
nights 1 sl(!pt upon trees, tying myself with my tur- 
ban to the boughs. ^ly food for tliis period was wdld 
figs and berries, and 1 shot only three* sparrows and 
one parrot during the whole time, and, I must con- 
fess, tlu’V were* very palat<'able. Tin* last mentioned 
bird, although forbidden by our law, the coi pulsion 
of hunger would Jiot allow' nu* to sjiarc. On tlie 
morning of the fifth day, from the summit of a hill, 
I had tin' happinos to di-icern, at a distance of more 
than a mile, several poor llln'i'l women and men wdth 
bundles of lirew^ood on their heads, which clearly 
denoted that they must go to some habitable part to 
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sell them. I ran towards them with cdl possible 
speed, and overtook this half- starved jiarty about nine 
o’clock, a.m., whilst they sat by a well to refresh 
themselves. The ungovernable love of man for liis 
fcllow-crcatures, felt when alone in a wilderness, 
involuntarily attracted me to these children of Adam, 
forgetting tliat these were of the race inimical to the 
civilized, and, although they WTre in a miserable 
condition, yet their number was sufficient to put an 
end to my existence if they liked, for a snake, 
though lean, is still as poisonous as ever. But having 
already arrived near them, it was now too late to 
hesitate. Inquiries as to where and how far was 

a village,” tliought I, might induce them to take 
me for a wandering dupe, and thus being ])laced at 
their mercy, they will surely injure' me to any extent 
they choose.” 8o, sliakiug off all timidity, I was 
obliged to put on a grave appearance, and I sleridy 
inquiri'd the price of their bundles. Each of them 
mentioning a very trifling sum, asked mj^^ if I would 
buy tliem on the spot or at Ilasilpur ? — tlu' name of 
tlu' village of poor old Shaikh Nasrullali noticed in 
the first chapter, revived me as if from d(*atli. 1 
spoke to them with an affected linniu'ss, to command 
their resp('ct, and said that a parly of my iViejids 
I had left bdiind would recpiire some firewood, and 
£ would buy ^^hen I got to the village', if they went 



JOO 

AVTOmoORArUY op hVTFVUMj, 

With mo. Upon this the party started with me, and 
&ftct marchings for about three miles, ascending and 
descending several hills, I bad the happiness of descry- 
ing the environs of the village. I shall never forget 
the inexpressible joy I felt at that moment. I ran 
to the* village, leaving my humble escort far behind; 
and it Avas about eleven o^clock in the morning when 
I reached the cottage of the old Shaikh, whom I 
fotind sitting at breakfast with the members of his 
family; a large trough, filled with the coarse flour 
of the Indian corn boiled in water, being in the 
middle, and a cup of sour milk bidbrc each of the 
assembly. Tin; old Shaikh rceogni.sed me from a dis- 
tanc(', and ran and embraced me with great warmth 
and j)leasure. I attem])ted to offt'r my humble thanks 
to liiin, and to iiupiire after his and his family’s 
health, but the jioAver of articulation was lost. The 
old man then told me that he had heard of my re- 
turn i’roni (iwiliior, and of my subsiapu nt di.sappcar- 
anee. d\dj me, wht're liav( you lut ii, young man?” 
said h('. Ihit in>tead of a n'])!y from the nioutli, he 
liad it iVoiu my eyc's. lie was astonished to see the 
torrent of tears whitdi bui\st forth at Ills question. 
Ill' tried to olfer consolation, and iiujuired again if 
I had been maltreated by anybody. d\'ll me, my 
frit'iid, what i'^ the matter ?*’ lu' asked, but in vain. 

I inadi' no answer, and mv tears flowed incessantly. 
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The old Shaikh tlieii ordered a goblet of cold Avater 
to be brouglit, Avitli wliicli he made me Avash my 
facc^ hands, and feet ; and by this simple remedy, I 
found myself (pdtc recovered from my hysterical fit. ^ 
After this, mutual compliments and inquiries having 
taken place, I Avas requested to paidakc of food 
Avith them. Hunger lent charms to the trough of 
plain and sorry gruel and sour milk, and I joined 
them with eagerness, and devoured a very large 
quantity of it. I also mentioned to the old Shaikh 
my miserable circumstances, which, moving his sym- 
pathy, caused him to shed tears of pity and com- 
passion over my misfortunes. The enormous quantity 
of food I liad eaten, a feeling of safety, and the sense 
of excessive pleasure at my escape, soon brought on 
droAVsiiicss. The old Shaikh, perceiving this, shoAved 
me a room to take my rest, Avlicre I slept very 
soundly for about eighteen hours — being the remain- 
ing six hours of tlie day and the AA'hole of the night. 
Early next morning, the old Shaikh aropsed me from 
deep sleep, and after prayers avc entered into a long 
conversation. He gave me iujavs that made me un- 
easy ; it Avas about my st(‘p-father at Gwiilior, tin' 
Subahdar — tliat he had resigned the service of Sind- 
hiah, and had engaged himself along Avitli his brotlier- 
in-hiAV (his late Avife’s brother), and a Icav horsemen 
in the service of llolkar, at Indilr, to Avhich city he 
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had removed with his family. Shortly after his 
arrival at Indiir, tlicrc ensued a quarrel between 
him and his brotiier-in-law, and excitement on both 
sides rising higher and higher, words were changed 
into blows and IjIows into sword cuts. The latter, 
being a young and smart swordsman, inflicted several 
fatal cuts V ith his sharp scimitar upon the former, 
and disabh'd him from any farther movement. Seeing 
that he had fiiiislied Ids adversary, he next made a 
desperate attenii)t to escape, in which he wounded 
several persons that happened to be near; but the 
noise of the scidll(i having attractcal a multitude of 
people to the spot, many pursued him and shot him 
dead. 'Ihe Siibahdar also died of his w'ounds the 
next day, and the (Jovernment seized all the property, 
under pretence that they died criminals — having 
disturbed the peace and taken the* law into tludr own 
hands. 

d’his sad n(?ws brought anothei cloud over my head. 
I felt sorry ^for the Subahdar, hut F h'lt extreme 
distress for my mother. What had become of her 
1 knew not. i\Iy stay m ith Shaikh Nasrullah was, in 
conseqiu'iice, of only threa' da} s’ duration. 

Oil the fourth I left him accainst his will, and 
proceeded to Iiulur. 1 reached the city in two days, 
where' fortunately I soon found out the place of my 
dearest mother’s residence, who was the sole object 
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of my love. Our mutual haj)inncss at inectiiig is 
beyond my power to describe. Slic told me all the 
particulars of the fatal quarrel^ and the unlawful 
steps taken by the Government in pillaging the house 
and property aft('rwards. ]\ly own chest that 1 had 
left with her, containing my things and the small 
sum of money lawfully canned, escaped the ransackers, 
its shabby appearance attracting no attention. Eii- 
([uiring earnestly after niy mother’s health, which 
did not a])pear to me good, I received a sad answer, 
which, on a sudden like a Tatar’s arrow, pierced my 
breast. She slm])ly said she had a low fever attended 
with slight cough and diarrhcca, for which she cared 
but little ; but she felt her vital pow’crs gradually 
sinking. Knowing the nature of her sei'mingly mild, 
but fatal, indisposition, my alarm was great. I kept, 
however, my self-possession in her presence ; and 
affecting indiiiercncc, 1 told her that she would 
recover very soon, if it pleased Almighty God, as the 
distemper was not serious. At the same time I re- 
commended change of air, saying it would prove 
beneficial to her, particularly if she returned to her 
native town, and saw her dear mother, brother, and 
other members of the family. To this she willingly 
agreed, and taking a bracelet off her arm, asked me 
to sell it for the expenses of the journey. But I 
objected, telling her that 1 had some money in iny 
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chest for such and other expenses, and that, thank 
God ! we had not been driven to such extremities as 
to think of dis])osing of a part of the few jewels that 
remained to lier untouched by tlic plunderers, who 
dared not infrini^e the rule of K’spect towards ladies 
of rank *on such occasions of injustice, perpetrated 
under Government orders. 

1 liastcned to the market-place and made all the 
preparations in a short time. On the next day, early 
in the morning, we left Indiir, and, by the blessing 
of Heaven, reached our native town on tlie third day 
without any accident. When we enter (‘d our humble 
abode, we were r('c<‘ivcd by all the members with 
very sincere joy; and surprise and n''tonisl)m(*nt at 
our unex])cctcd arrival sc'cim d to ])revail everywlu're 
in th(‘ family. It was a day <'( real ]iap[)incss to all 
cxca^pt niys('ir — the anticipation of our imp('i\ding evil 
day did no( allow me to participat'i in their ])lcasuie- 
able feelings. I informed my uncle, in secret, of tlie 
mortal discas(‘. of his si>ter ; but the paleness of her 
comph'xion, sh)W cough, and depia^^^ioTi of spirits 
having* already told him the same t’atal tale, his grief 
and despair wru' great. At the same time h(' com- 
fortc'd nu', observing that 1 should exhibit no sign 
of grief to the jiatumt or anybody cKe, and rather 
sc'cm pleased and sati^lied in my conversation with 
).'<•!•, for such are tin- lules of treatimml in such 
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maladies ; and that I must not suilcr mys<‘ll' to l>e 
overcome with despair, for llh* and death arc the 
mysterious secrets solely in the omnipotent hand of 
rrovidcnce ; and that it is unwisci to fear death gn 
the two days, f.e., the day that is doomed and the 
day that is not doomed for our death, because, in 
the fornur as well as in the latter case, fear must 
be folly. 

We observed the above rule very strictly, and used 
all tlie remedies in our power ; but to no purposes 
Tlie disease made progress every day, and the suf- 
fer(‘r’s strength changed into utter wcakiu'ss, and in 
about twenty days she was reduced to a mere skeb'ton. 
rerceiving at last tliat hrv days wen^ nearly finished, 
she gave me her last injunctions as follows : j\ly 

son, be virtuous, and guide yourself by your reason 
and conscience in tin) world. 'lake care of that 
orphan boy of mine, who is only in his sixth year, 
and has no one else to look to ; tr(‘at him with 
brotherly affection, and may Clod bo ^our ])rotcctor 
Vherever you are : as for me, I am now pcu'fectly sure 
of bc*iiig obliged to return to the same region Avhcnce 
I was obliged to come.” Saying this, she fell into 
a de(‘p swoon, and I could no more restrain tlie Hood 
of tears that was every now and then ready to How 
for the impending eternal parting. All the bystanders, 
my grandmother, uncle, and others, melted into tears 
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and followrd niy example in the tragical scene. Thus 
we continued for about half an hour, when, to our 
groat joy, slie returned to her senses and called for 
welter ; and then she began to appear more compos(»d 
and firm in reason, as she comforted ns and parti- 
cularly ('ujoined us not to grieve. The next day 
she a[)j)eare(l to be quite recovered, and, to our ex- 
treme hap])ine>s, we saw her walking a little, assisted 
by a stafl’. Hut, alas ! this sudden recovery could 
])ut retard the fatal result ; it was something like a 
sudden blaze emitted by a lamp wlic-n about to go 
out. So on th<‘ following day slu* Ixcame worse 
than before^ ; and in the aftcumoon of I’riday, the !21th 
of April, ^\hil^t her luaid la'.sted on my bosom, lu'r 
pure and saciaal soul took its flight to the blissful 
region of eternity. May the blessing of th(‘ merciful 
(iod shouer upon h(‘r for ever and (‘ver. Amen. 

I being the only person now to be consulted as 
to lh(' I'uni'i'al ceremonies, 1 diia cted them to be per- 
formed, j)oor ' as 1 Avas, in a dignltied style, and 
defraytal the charges liberally. My funds wctc, how- 
ever, nearly exhausted, as I had to bear all the cx- 
])enses of the obsetjuies, of the alms to the poor, and 
of entertaining relations and friends, avIio paid their 
visits from far and near to condole Avith the family. 
I disposed of the few jcAvels left by my mother, but 
even then there Avas not enough to defray all the 
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charges. I began to think of some pretence of de- 
serting the town, where my farther stay seemed likely 
to be both disagreeable and hurtful to my rej)utatiuu ; 
for the creditors, of whom I had borrowed small sum^, 
already began to importune me for repayment. 

A friend of mine, named Munshi Najaf Afi Khan, 
a V('ry respectable gentleman from the upper pro- 
vinces, at tliis tilin' resided at Dhara])ur, as native 
agent of the British (jiovernment. 1 frcipicntly visited 
him, and was treated with much kindness, as I was 
useful to iiini in sup2:)Iying information. Finding 
an opportunity, I imparted to him my distressful 
circunistanc('s with tearful ('yes, Avhicli moved tliis 
honorable man vitli coinjiassion ; and he not only 
jirevcnted my fall into tin' abyss of ini])euding ruin 
by Ids generous ;iid, but used his exertions to promote 
my interests, in gi'tting me employed as a district 
])ost clerk in the Honorable Company’s service, upon 
a small salary of fil'teen rupees per mensem. On the 
IStli of May I received the order, bearing Sir John 
Malcolm’s seal and signature, from the head quarters 
at Mhow, purporting that I was taken into the service 
of the Honorable Company, and that, if I proved a 
loyal and faithful servant, my rise Avould be certain. 
At the same time 1 was instructed to proceed to the 
village of Dharampuri with seven harkiiras (or runners) 
under my command, and, stationing myself there, to 
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act as post-master and despatch all packages iroin the 
Sindua Pass to Mandleshwar, and vice cersa. AVitli 
tlie Mandlci-liwar post I was ordered to write a letter 
epntainiiig all tlic news of tln^ place, and daily trans- 
mit it to the address of ^Ir. Jjcll at jMliow. Having 
receiv('(l my instructions, T made ])reparations for the 
j(jiirney, and ])roceeded forthwith to the station with 
my harkaras. f la'achcd my destination on the ^2nd, 
in three* days, and j>ut up in a large Hindu temple 
witli my small i)arty. 1 was the iirst Ihilish otliccr 
that ever liad h('en stationed tliere, and was rcspc'cted 
hy all the people in eonse(|uenc«‘. Tin* governor of 
the ])lace at this time, on the part of the Dlidr 
(joverniiK'ut, was a llrahman by ca*>te, and hy name, 
Nathul)hai. lie was a man about lifty, of black coni- 
})le\ion, thin, and an o})ium eat('r, very tyrannical 
to tlie peo])le of tin* \illage, and of very pec\ish 
and disreputable character, hi'> de( ds well correspond- 
ing with his out ward form. In app* arance, In* treated 
me with great respect, furnisiied me gratis with all 
the nec('ssaries of life ; but inwardly, he hated my 
})rcsencc in the town, st'cing that I exercised my 
authority, and his subjects were more submissive to 
me than to liiin. Xatluibhiu, uf course, was obliged to 
put up with this, bitter as it was to him. It being 
([uite clear tliat his master’s power, in comparison 
with that of the Ihitish, w^as as an ant to an elephant ; 
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and 1 being a representative of tlie latter, a handsome 
young man of the liigli governing caste, in appearance 
for superior to his witliered person, he allowed inatt('rs 
to take their course. 

Dharampnri, a large town about tw^enty years ago, 
hut now reduced to a small village, almost 'all in 
ruins, with only a hundred houses, and these inha- 
bited by people in indigemt eireumstanccs, bc'caine 
the seat of my gov(’rnment. The ])coplc having 
gia'atly siiilbred Ironi the oppression of remorseless 
governors, similar to Nathubhai, and from the depre- 
dations of robbers, seemed extnmiely anxious to liavc 
a ruler over them (endowed with ((piity ; and being 
informed that the justice of th(‘ Jlritish (jovc’rnment 
wuis unparalleled in the world, tlu^y were ready to 
throw tliemselves under its protection at the first 
opportunity. Dharampuri, though in ruins, as I have 
already observed, is excellently situated on the right 
bank of tlu) river Narbadda, hit. Kf North, long. 

ili) East. The sight of the pure Ijmpid W'ater, 
flowing on the gravelly b('d of the river here, is a 
very charming one. Both banks are adorned with 
many Hindu temples, built by the celebrated Lady 
Ahilya Bai, who ruhnl ov(T the extensive possessions 
of the Holkar Government during the years 1709 to 
1795, A.D., with talent, energy, and despotic })owcr. 
Her moderation, impartial justicig masculine courage. 
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and pious lll)('nility will perpetuate her name for many 
ages. 

The river li('re abounds with water-fowl of various 
, hinds, and tlic country, tliougli its forcsts are not very 
thick, swarms witli game of all sorts, and is infested 
with Vavemous bea^'ts. Tliese animals were danger- 
ously troublesoiiK? to the ])eo])lc of our village, whose 
kim' and goats were carrical off by tliem once or twice 
a montli, (^ven iVom ^vitllin tin* enclosures; and my 
undoor('d resid('nee, the temple, consefpumtly was a 
friglitl’ul plae<j at niglit. I strictly ordered my runners 
to keej) the fire alive all night as a ‘^afeguard against 
these) nocturnal visitors. Shortly after my arrival, a 
detachment of the Madras Native Inlantry, headed 
by a very handsonu' Knglidiman, arrived and was 
statiomal lier(\ to tin' higliest sati^fietion of the ])('ople 
and mv^rlt’, and to the gn at anno^ ance of the governor, 
Nathfd)hai. Tlic hngli.'-hman, In'arlug all I had to 
say, h ft his ])nrty under tin* ^•ommand of his native 
Suhahdar, and himstdf, with a Naik, and three Sipaliis, 
procc'cdi'd to Mhow early next morning, ^ly position 
and author it}' now became stronger in the village : 
the time I passcal here was the happic'st I recollect. 
The jx'rfonnanct' of the ( lovernment duties did not 
occupy nu' more than half an hour ; the rest of the 
day was my own. During the day I bathed in the 
pure water of the river, and caught some water-fowl 
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by means of fish-baits, and played at chess at home 
with the native ofilcers of the detachment ; and at 
night I held a regular Darbar in the temple, attc'iuh'd 
by the head men from the villag(‘, and the olHeers 
above mentioned, till midnight. 

Tavo months afteinvards anotln'i* Englislimah, an 
engineer officer, nanu'd ]\Ir. Dangf rlield, arrived Avith 
his distance measuring Avheel, etc. Jfe took down 
the census of the place from my mouth, and put 
several other (piestions to me, Avhich, having ansAvered, 
I retired, 'i'liis poor man appeared to b(' very si(‘]vly, 
and his illness seemed to have remhua'd him liarsh 
and irritabh*. During my stay Avith him, a liy liaving 
repeatedly setth'd on his mouth, h(‘ did not only curse 
his attendant, avIio stood fanning him, but tried to 
inflict a bloAV on his fac(‘, but Avithont success, the 
man liaving parried it Avidl. 'riiis ccvciti'd bis masti'r 
more and more, until the poor fi lbAV' Avas obligc'd to 
leaA'c the tent in self-defence, and Avould not come 
back, though strictly ordered to do so* At this I 
could not helj) smiling, but tluTe appeared no sign of 
mirth on the fac(' of th(.‘ master. 

I continued here unmolested for a period of about 
four months. In the beginning of Si'ptembi'r the post 
ceased coming to my station, Avithout my licing able 
to account for it ; but during the latter end of the 
same montli an order from head quarters surprised 
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me, like a sliot striking a bird, as it announced my dis- 
missal Ironi the service. 'I'lie translation of it was as 
follows : ‘‘ You liavc conducted your duties to tlic satis- 
faction of the sublime' gov(‘rnnient. 11.11. the Peshwa 
having lately been captured, and the country being 
s(;ttled, there is no further need of your services, so 
you ixYi) hereby dismis>ed. Please render your accounts 
in your next communication, which send, with the 
seven footmen under your command, to i\Ihow. llc- 
ccive th(‘ amount of forty-live rupees iVoin the bearer, 
your wag('s for tlie ensuing montli, and two months 
j)ay as a reward. Consider these injunctions to be 
strict, ainl act u[)oii the same.” 

d.'his linal order 1 was obliged to (‘arrv into effect 
imnnaliately on receipt. Again J was in j)oss('ssion of 
some lilthi moiu'y to get on wltli in tlu' world ; but 
all m\ liop('s of rising in raidv, and becoming a pc'rson 
of con -L<juenc(', w('re at onct* frostrated, and the castles 
built ill tlie air for a peiiod ol mori! than four months 
suddenly vayiishcd. 

The ne\t day I took leave of all my fric iuls of the 
village, and the native ollieers and imni of the detach- 
ment. ddie nights being moonlight at this time of 
the month, we started at about six o’clock in the 
cool of the evening. A Naik of the detachment, 
by name MahiuMdin JSiihib, accompanied me for 
about a mile, being an intimate iriend of mine, with 
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whom I generally played chess, and ho was a man 
well versed in that art. I had tlu' pleasure' of seenng 
IMahiii’ddin Sahib again at Surat in 1840, after twt'uty- 
two years, in religious garb, with a long flowing white' 
beard, lie appeared an entirely different man from 
what I had see'ii him. 1 am sorry to add that his 
change in life' el id not improve' his circumstances, 
though he set himself u]) for a Saiyid. 

I left Dharampuri, with my seven footmen, and 
the bearer of the bad news of my dismissal, at about 
five o’clock for Maheshwar, where I intcnde*el to sepa- 
rate myself from these people ; wlience they might pre)- 
cced to iMliow, and T with a caravan to my native 
town. Vt c proceedeel on our marcli, sometimes talk- 
ing with ('ach other, ami sometimes hearing tlio songs 
of tlic bringer of th(^ black tidings, who sung very 
well, and was asked every now and then by the party 
to oblige them with his excellent nmsie. The dark- 
ness of the evening, on account of tlu^ cloudy Aveather, 
came on Avith rapidity ; and 1 advised tl'iit each man 
should, alternately, lead the Avay, Avith a burning log 
of wood in his hand to scare off the ravenous Ix'asts, 
as Avas usual Avhen charged Avith the post, lleing 
out of th(' service, my Avords Avere not oidy disolx'yed, 
but actually bad no longer any weight Avitli tlnmi. 
4 hey ridiculed my fears, and said, ^^I’ray come on 
guietly, if you wish to accompany u.. ; if not, you 
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may return and do as you like.” Tliis was the first 
insult that pierced through iny heart, and I never 
spoke to any of them again. 

It Avas a])out eleven o’clock at night, Avhen fatigue 
of tlie iiiarcli and file cool of the niglit rendered my 
brain h('avy, and my h'ct unwilling to move ; but I 
strolled on still with the j’Pople. The moon some- 
times ('xteiuled her calm splendor over us, and some- 
tiiiK > was oV(‘rs]ia(low<'d with dark clouds. Suddenly, 
upon the left <^i(le of our road, a crackling Avas heard 
among tiie buslu's : all of us Avere alarmed, and in an 
instant a tiger, rushing out of the jungle, pounced 
upon the one of tli(‘ party that Avas foremost, and 
carried him off in the tAvinkling of an eye. The 
rush of th(‘ animal, and the crush of the poor victim’s 
bones in liis mouth, and his last cry of distress, llo 
hai!” involuntarily re-echoed by all of us, Avas over 
in three seconds; and then I know notAvhat happened, 
till I returiu'd to my s(n^(>, a\ Inm I found myself 
and comi)ai>ions lying down on llie ground, as if pre- 
pari'd to b(' de\oured by our (uemv, the sovereign 
of tlu' foiest. 1 tiiid my t)en incapable of describing 
the terror of that dreadful moment. Our limbs stiff- 
ened, our poAver of speech ca'ased, and our hearts 
beat violently, ami only a Avhisper of the same Ho 
hai!” Avas heard from us. lii this state a\’c crept on 
all- fours for some distance back, and then ran for 
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life, with the speed of an 7\rab horse, for about half 
an lioiir, and fortunately happened to come to a small 
village of about fifty huts, into which we rushed, 
heedless of the barking of the dogs, which roused the 
iiiliabitaiits, wlio, taking us to be a gang of robbers, 
liootc'd and slioutcd >vith all their might to drirc us 
away. Not earing for the shouts, we entered the 
Chaura, or miserable police hut, which had a small 
lire in front. 'The poor old police Bhcel, that sat by 
the lire, soon found out by instiuet that we were no 
robbers, but robbed, and he pacified the inluibitanta 
by tellijig them his opinion. Being out of breatli we 
could not utter a word for some time ; but soon r('- 
covering our senses, we found that one of the Ibotmcn, 
named Ivanui, was missing, and told our tale to our 
su^picious hosts. d'h(‘y reproaelual us for our folly 
in travelling at night through that dangerous part of 
the jungle without fire, and said it Avas no Avonder 
Ave met with a fatal accident. They brought us then 
a large pot of sour milk, diluted with water, and a 
large di aught Avas kindly st-rved out to (‘ach. It Avas 
taken with great avidity, and thankfully drunk to the 
good health of our hosts. After this every one of us 
Avas attacked Avith fever, attended Avith shive ring, in 
Avhich deplorable state avc remained till morning, wluui 
we ])roceeded to AlahesliAvar, about live miles iVom 
this, guided and escorted by tAvo Bhc(‘ls, kindly lent 
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US by tlic good villagors, and readied the place at 
about nine o’clock, a. in. Here, leaving the Govern- 
ment footmen to shift for lliemselves, I put up 'with 
the' Kazee, or jiulge, a namcsak(‘ of mine, who was 
also distantly related to my family. 

I passed about a week with the Kazee’s himily, 
and was hospitably treated during my stay ; and then, 
with a good caravan, I returned home, where I passed 
some months in peace, but dejected, in consequence 
of my uiH'xpected dismissal from the service. By the 
blessing of Heaven at this time, even after liquidating 
my small debts, I had a sum of nioiu'y sufficient to 
allow me and my brother to live for a year or so. 
It hap])eiied that Sir John Malcolm at this time visited 
th(J shrine, and made a handsome })reb('nt in money 
to us, tli(' sacred attendants of it. Jl(' also took a 
fancy to a large slab of black marble, about two feet 
and a half s(|uare and four im bes thick — fixed upon 
tin; s('at of the pulpit of the mo-ijue — on account of 
its being C()^mph'tely inscribed \rith a Hindu legend, 
in exc('llcnt order, in ancient Sanskrit. Ho asked 
us to give it to him for a sum of mom y, which we 
did, id’tcr con^id('ring over tin* question. We knew 
that it was improper to have one of the relics removed 
from the place of worshij), where it had been placed 
i)y th(‘ mighty hand of tlu* King, uho changed the 
temple into a mos(pu’. 'Taking this view of the case. 
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^vc could not at once comply with the request. On 
the other hand, Ave thought it Avas inexpedient to 
reject the demand of the great man AAdiose one Avord 
to the llaja upon the subject might dispossess us of 
th(' stone Avuthout any remuneration Avluitcvcr ; so Ave 
alloAA^ed the g('neral’s people to take it for him, on 
the plea that the Pagan inscription must have been 
fixed in that holy ri'ceplaclc by mistake, and that the 
sooner it Avas removed from the sacred place the 
better. The stone Avas taken aAvay, and the place 
soon repaired by the general’s people, Avho was highly 
pleased Avith his acquisition. He called us into his 
tent, and finding me only (and not my cousin) fit to 
be conversed Avith, he approached so near to my 
person that I found my head reached only to his 
bosom. He then addressed himsi'lf to me, and most 
amiably talked much, in good Persian, in praise of 
the stone and our family, etc., Avhich pleased us more 
than the coins. 


u> 
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CHAPTER V. 

I bccomo Mun'^ln' to Iho IJhool nuont.— T am transferred to Lieut. Hart. 
— Tin* e\j)e(liti(iu to Na^nr Parkar.— A .Manitlia liorseiiian s iinpii- 
(leiiee.— l)(‘{'i>iou of tlio Native rate.— Egyptian ver.siou of 

the story of Slijhx k. 

I SOON b('p;an again to look for cniploymont, and ac- 
cording to tlu' Arabic proverb, ‘‘ a si'ckcr is a finder,” 
I obtained the object of my dcsiri' at last, i.c. got a 
situation with an English gentleman l)y name Lieut, 
IL ^huAralion, the Plieel agent at Xaleha, as Persian 
tcaelu'V to him. It liappmied that he, in company 
with Lieut. C. E. Hart, came to our town on a shoot- 
ing expedition, and put up at our Mos([ue near the 
shrimp for t>\''o or three days, and spontaneously made 
an ofl’er of the situation under lilm, hieli I accepted 
without hesitation, and accompanied him to his head- 
quarters at Xalclia. I dent. ]Mac Mahon, now' perliaps 
coloiud or higher, w'as a tall thin young man of great 
talent and ability, endowed witli an excellent gay 
humour and mirthful temper. His knowledge of the 
Hindustani language deserved high praise, and his 
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imitations of tlic Bhcels’ cries of clanger, revenge, and 
happiness, -svcrc^ l)erfcet. lie also spoke tludr jargon 
uncommouly well ; suilice it to say, that if he had 
been placed behind a curtain, or had been paintixl 
black, with a langoti and a bow and arrows in 
his hand, he would have been taken, or rather mis- 
taken, fur a Bhc('l. 

I lived under the generous protection of this young 
man about four months and a half, residing in 
an anci('nt j)alac(', when unfortunately being taken 
ill with the jungle' fever, he was obliged to ])rocced 
to the presidency for recovery, and thence, 1 was 
informed al’terwards, to his native land. On his de- 
partuia' from Nalcha, I was made over by liini to 
his friend, the aforesaid Lieut. Hart, to be his in- 
structor ill Hindustani; and from this time, up to 
the year 1835, [ regularly held tlu' profession of a 
teaclnr of the Persian, Hindustani, Arabic, and 
Marathi languag('s to the new come rs from Kngland, 
from time' to time and place to place, Vas their duty 
obliged and caprice induced them to go. Upwards 
of one hundred pu])ils studied with me during the 
above period, and none of my scholars retnriu'd un- 
lauiaded from the Clovermncnt examination eoiiimiltees. 
I have a book of most flattering ccrtifnaites in my 
possession, and 1 may say that I was better ofl’ than 
many by folio wing this profcssif)n. 
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About three months alter my being employed with 
Lieut. C. F, Hart, he was ordered witli liis detach- 
ment of rione(’rs to proceed with a part of the Malwa 
Eicld Force, under the command of Col. Barkly, to 
Nagar Paikar, for the chastisement of one of the 
predatory Jliluchi tribes of Khojas, commonly de- 
nominated Khossas. I was obliged to accompany my 
pupil, and we lelt the comfortable cantonment at 
Mhow in the early part of this year for the Parkar 
districts, the rchige and resort of the marauders. Our 
force proceeded by slow marches, rid Baroda, where, 
being joined with another detachment, we had to 
march on to Kadhanpur, wIkukh^ we had to cross 
the desert Ban, about forty miles, ^\l^ch surrounds 
the insulated district of Parkar, a tract of land about 
forty-four miles long, and ten, twelve, fifteen, and 
twenty' miles broad, enviroiud by the Ban desert 
and sand-hill^. Faeli ol its villages has not more 
than ten or tw(d\e miserable li'iU, ( \e(‘[)t \ irawaw, 
which lias abmit four hundred ; and tlu' capital town 
it>elf contains about six hundretl w la'tc'lual lio\els. 

Aftia- having Mhovv', Lieut. Hart rose both in 
rank and in tin* eUimation v)f hi^ superiors: he was 
m.ule M.ijor of lhii;adv‘. His tieatnieiU of me was 
biollh i ly ; he ordci* u hi’> ''crvant'^ to con'^idi r me 
his eiju.il. ga\i‘ u.e a M-pai.ite t.-nt, .ir.d .ip]U)inted 
one ol liis be>t horsv-^ f,.' o.v luliu.-. M\ dutv of 
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tcacliing liim the language recurring only oik’c or 
twice a iiioiitli, I felt an earnest wish to do soiuetliing 
for him, at least, in return for the salt that 1 ate 
and kindness that 1 experienced; so J took volun- 
tarily upon myself tlie charge and care of his domestic 
affairs, and managed them well, not only to his, hut 
to all ins friends’ satisfaclion. In marclies, 1 had 
his tent erected tirs<; of all ; and at halts, I caused 
the ])i!f('ring hand of his servants to be paralyzed 
in robbing him. Such acts of zeal and good will 
cemcaited the fabric of our intimacy more strongly and 
firmly every day for a length of time. 

On our arrival at llaroda, a few days’ halt was 
announced in the camp, for the purpose of giving 
rest to the jieojile, jiroenring provisions, and ])repar- 
ing large? leather bags, to be carried l)y camels, filled 
with fresh water, an iiidispensabh? supjily for the men 
and beasts of the army required during the impend- 
ing long marches across the Ran. In the mean- 
time I enjoyed the morning and cvenfng ride in the 
town. On the morning of the day before we left 
Baroda, I was greatly teased by a foppish IMaratha 
horseman during my ride throughout the city. lie 
frequently manccuvred his horse across my way and 
behind me, in such a manner as to show that In? derided 
me and the noble Arab steed 1 rode, whose value, 
I believe, far excccdf?d that of him and his licauti- 
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fiilly caparisoned horse. Sometimes he made nienac- 
ing g(‘sturcs towards me with his long spear, as if 
he was going to pierce me with it through the heart ; 
a^tid sometimes lie retired at full speed, and whilst 
galloping, he threw his handkerchief and picked it 
up again, I felt excessively excited at these cause- 
less ])ro vocations, and having an excellent pair of 
pistols in my holsters, I made up my mind to shoot 
the man dead in case I received a slight touch of 
his lancc. Curious to say, iny noble charger seemed 
cooler and more careh'ss at the transaction than I. 

I now thought (jf cantering homeward without tak- 
ing any notice of the scornfid conduct of the man, 
but no sooiu'r did 1 begin to do so than the fellow 
made his appearance again with renewed energy, 
and, on his turning elosi; in the la'ar of my horse, his 
animal liaviiig accidentally ''tumbli'd, slightly touched 
the tail of mine, upon which the nohle Arab under 
me kieked the liorsc* at oiiee with all his might, 
which threw the horse and the rider about three yards 
ofl’ from im?, apart from each (Uher. 1 was greatly 
astonished at this action of tlu^ animal : it appeared 
as it revenge* lay buried in bis mind, awaiting only 
a spark to explode, humediuteiy after the fall, the 
horse, l(*aving his rider to shift for liimsclf, followed 
an \infortunate rider on a mare, who happened to pass 
by at the time, through the market-place, with all the 
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ferocity of a low-origincd animal, and raised a great 
disturbance. The poor horseman’s swoid, in the act 
of his being separates! from the saddle, coming out 
of the scabbard, slightly grazed his left arm from his 
elbow to the wrist, from which part an abundant flow 
of blood took place; and, in consequence,* I was 
accused of being the cause of the injury, and arrested 
by the police to answer for it. The affected liero, 
the rid ‘r, perhaps never having seen blood in his life, 
beliolding his own wound, turned pale, cried like a 
woman, and fainted. ‘‘ Where is your horsemanship 
cried one of the crowd, the expression used in taunt- 
ing a soldier. These bragging upstarts,” added an 
old soldier that stood at a little distance, ar(‘ only 
fit to be sliown in the city market : like ladies of plea 
sure, they are no men of courage but a disgrace.” 

Thus, leaving the hero in the field of battle, being 
requested by the police to attend at the magistrate’s 
oflic(;, 1 proceeded thither, and found in the middle 
of the hall a stout corpulent llrahmai* s(‘atcd Tq)on 
a silk cushion, leaning against a large j)illow, attended 
by three writers and several peons. On my arrival 
there, 1 tied my horse to a pillar of the hall ; and 
myself stood in front of the magistrate and made my 
saluin, which he returned with an air of pride, raising 
his hand scarcely as high as his chin, instead of his 
head. I disliked this form of extorting deference 
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and awe to his office ; but began to tliink it was 
my evil clay, lie then ordered one of liis clerks to 
take my di'positicnis, and the man commenced wielding 
tis pen as tlueiitly as I did my tongue. No sooner 
did the court hiarn wlio I was and in whose service, 
than its aspect was clianged. Tlic name of Captain 
Hart, the Brigade IVlajor, electrified the assembly at 
once, and the magistrate’s assumed awfulncss instantly 
changed into the smiles of kindness. He asked me 
to sit down by him ; but I thankfully declined the 
honor, pleading inability on account of having boots 
on, as respect piaweiited my treading n])on his carpet. 
Upon this, a chair being immediately ordered for me, 
I made a bow and sat upon it. In the meantime, 
the wounded hero, the rider of the mare — bitten in 
several places on his back by the vicious horse of 
the former — and the horse wrre brought before the 
court. As boon as my deposition was finished, the rider 
of the marc, who was a clown from tin; country, 
reprc'scnted h.'s deplorable case to the cuurt^ and then 
the Braggadocio, now as quiet as a lamb, stated his 
in a few words, his whole attention being taken up 
by the wound, which still kept on exuding blood 
from the bandage. The court then weighed and 
considered the subject for a few minutes, and the 
worthy magistrate pronounced sen ti nee as follows : — 
Krishnaji Holkar (such was the name of the 
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cowardly horseman), in a period of fourteen moiith'^, 
now for the fifth time heiint hvou^lit bi‘i’ov( tlie 
court, liaving in the forme r fuir iii^taiiet's epuirref'd 
with respectable eili/en>, was hi oil* b) the (aiiirt. 
on consideration that lie w'ould anieiul his (diaractei 
in future. It appears now' llial tlic h uieuicy tow ards 
him was innl apropos. Iii tbl prrsc'iit in‘'tane(' lie 
has insulted an otHeer of the Uritisli Cioveunmenl 
without any provocation on the ]>ait of the latter. 
It is a very luauv criiiu* and an uiniardonabh* on(\ 
for sueli behaviour of our subjects and Mivants might 
produce the disph asure of a powa riVl govc rnnuait 
against ours. 'I’he Jfolkar therefore shall be dismissed 
from the service of His Highness the Mahavujah, 
his property conllscat('d, and liimsclf transported b('“ 
yond the river Ib-wra, out of His I liglim ss’s domi- 
nions; and tlie Jlritisli ollieer, in (omjansation for 
the mental injury sustained by him, shall rcceiv(‘ the 
liolkar’s sword and apology; and the Patel his hors(*, 
to make amends for his coi j)or( al sufferings.’’ A 
lctt(*r then, containing a summary ol' the charges, 
and this arbitrary sentence, was dictated liy the inagi^'- 
trate, and forw'ard('d to the Ilakhshi or (ieneralissimo ; 
and 1, having received the sw'ord and the a])oh)gies 
from the man, and eoniplinunts from tlie Irihunal, 
w’as dismissed, and n.aurncd home with tlie prize in 
my hand and satisfaction in my heart. 
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Being absent from home till noon, Captain Hart 
had b(‘Come very anxious about me, tliinking that I 
must have met Avith an accident ; and on my appear- 
.aiice at tlie tent, he ran out of it bareheaded, shook 
liands witli me witli the Avarmth of a real Englishman, 
and in tin; ecstacy of his pleasure, forgetting that I 
could neitlier sp(.*ak nor understand his language, 

AV'hat made you so late, my dear Lutfullah?” said 
he to me. Instinct, however, dictating to me his 
meaning, in reply I explained to iiiiu what had hap- 
peiK'tl, Avliich mad(; him laugh heartily. 

The sentence of the d(‘spotic magistrate docs not 
seem to be dissimilar to the judgnu'iits passed by the 
ancient Kazi llatalbuk of Egypt ; such as the fol- 
loAving. 

As civilization Ix'gan to dawn, in the third century 
of our blessed Erophet, about the time of l^ldward 11. , 
the martyr king of England, A.'.iatic fables mention 
tliat there was a Kazi (or judge) in the city of 
Cairo, by nauie Mansiir Bin ]Musia. 

1 1 is alfeetion of humility was so great, that he even 
made a ridicidous alteration in his name by dividijig 
it into several monosyllables, and vsubstituling words 
of humbler meaning, of which he compounded a new 
name. It being ^lan Siir Bin Mil JSia (lit. Victor, 
son of Moses) he divided it into the following five 
syllables : 
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an' . .. 
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So th(i 

third C(dumn 

forms his 

name', “ 

Katiil Huk 


Al)(l-al IMiizdah,’' Sinall-\\'( ii;lit-IN‘nny-\\ lii.stlc 

Slavc'-<)f-\Voi>l-l'it’t( '(‘11, instead ofIl('avy-\\ eii;hl-Tnim- 
|H't-Soii-ot-I Lur-'I’liirty. 

During the time nl’ this ('\traor(Unary functionary 
of juNtici', tlu-re lived a militaiy man in poor eir- 
eum>tane( s, Avlio liad a very jiretty youiiL^ wife; al.^o 
in his iiei^'hhoiirliood roidod a wealtliy Jew, naturally 
charaelc iiscd liy liabits of extreme nsiirioiisin ss, un- 
bounded nu'anncss, and ^rcediiK*bs. d Ids son oi Israel 
having more tlian once* eJandcstincly olitaiiu'd a full 
view of the incaniiparable wife of his p<j(n' neii^hbonr, 
conce ived a ]Kission for her, and to tliis dei^ree tliat, 
liavlni; lost the cominaiid of his heart, he iinjiaticntly 
watclied an opjiortunity to seduce In'r. IJe tried 
every means to accomplish his criminal desijo, but 
invariably failed ; for a mind oneej ])ropi rly fortified 
with virtiK*, can never be coiujuered by vice, d'hc 
poor veteran, beini' without employment for a long 
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time, had l)ccn so overtaken by indigence, that he 
and liis wife actually starved sometimes for two or 
three; days. The pangs of j)overty at last being in- 
sufferable, the wife suggested a plan to the husband 
of bett^*ring themselves, telling him that idling was 
the source of all miseries ; and lie must thcr(;forc buy 
a hatchet and ropes, and repairing daily to the forest, 
bring a bundle of fire-wood, which certainly would 
sell for something. On the other hand, she w'ould 
take to her iiccMlh', and thus they would try to make 
thcmsc'lvcs as comfortable' as possible in tlic world. 

The man approved of her suggestion ; but said 
he to lier, in a submissive tone, ‘‘ I extol your plan 
highly, but 1 find it (.‘ven diilicult to procure the 
pndiminary means to begin. At least a hundred 
dirhams are nced(;d to purchas(' some linen and silk 
for your needh', and a lialchet and rope for me.” 
To this the wife replied that tin; sum might easily 
be borrowed, and the Hebrew neighbour would cer- 
tainly lend it if a prospect of good interest was held 
out to liim. 'fhe soldier tliought the matter over, 
but demuria'd at going to the mean Jew to solicit 
his aid. ‘‘ No,” said he to himself, “ I would rather 
starve to death than be scornfully looked upon by 
a faithless Jew.” But again he thought he must 
Biibmit to the dishonor rather tlian see his lovely wife 
on the verge of the grave. 



THK IKW. 


l/>7 


So, witli niinglod tcai aiul liopo, lu' ])oh)(>lv liim- 
b-t'lf to tlu' .low, to wiioni he r('pn’^i'iit('il Ills oast' ia 
]n> siiifiTi' hut ni’poli^'lK'il l:iiia:iiaLp\ 'The 

Hebrew was tleli^litial to think that hi' hail ni'arly 
won tho i;ani(', anil that by ''aoriileini; a pieeo, he 
would certainly circunuent the nucen. So at* first 
lie inipre^-'M ii})on llio mind of his customer tlie 
importance of inonc'V in the world. lie then said 
he ^\as VI ry serry that he had no money of his own 
to lend him ; at the sanu' time he could not deny 
ha vine ceitain small sums in the house, but he dared 
not touch them for his life, ‘Mluy beln<;-,’* observi'd 
he, the dejiosits of otlii'i* individuals of power aiul 
authority.” — ‘‘'Then am I to return disappointed?” 
asked tlii' veteran. I cannot hi'lp it,” la'turned the 
•lew ; ** I vrill not stake my lite and ]ui)j)erty for 
others; ^o ])ray be goiu', and nc'ver trouble mi^ a_<,^airl 
with such allairs. Don’t be am^ry,” added he, ^'])ut 
suppu'C I lend von fiann the deposit which I am 
ohliueil to jirudiice to the dej)i)sitor (or Jiis satisiae- 
tiun after two months from this day, and sujipose 
[ lauiiot do so, do you think my head will remain 
on my '>h()uldcrs ?” — ‘‘ iiiit it will not be in any 
uav i< (»parded,” n joini d the veteran, “ if 1 prooiisc 
:m pa\' \ou h.iek in '^i veil weeks.” — “lint how can 
1 Ik b. ve you (pinili the Jew; “ wliat -'Ciultyean 
\ '4 JI'omI A- for Mcuritv, I c:in oj}! r voii 
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nor*c/’ replied the poor man : but I can assure 
you that I sliall he punctual, and I can attach my 
signature to any penal bond you may be pleased 
to draw out.” — Very well,” said the Jew ; th(;n 
in that cas<', will you engage, as a matter of mere 
form of course, to give a pound of your flesh from 
your body in case you fail to fulfil your promise?” 
— '' With all my heart,” rejoined the poor man, con- 
sidering that he and his wife would work night and 
day, and would certainly be able to liquidate the 
debt before? the time prescribed. Upon this under- 
standing the bond was formally written out, attested, 
signed, and di'livcrcd, and tin; money paid to the 
poor man. On the other hand, tin; ,lew was happy 
in thinking over tin' matter : 'I'lie bait,” said In; 

to hiniNelf, is swallowed, and 1 must hav"(' patience 
for seven wei'ks, when tin' gome will be won. On 
rurther consideration, he b( llnnight himself that in 
cas(' of the man’s being ai)ie to produce the amount 
at the time, promised, which npp(':ucd to him more' 
than improbal)le, lu' ’would manage to steal a part 
of tin' good coins, and mix up some counterfeit ones 
in their plac(’ ; and thus he might easily render liim 
unabb' to pay Ids debt, and besid('s, might accuse 
him of cheating. So tin; horror of such criminal 
charges being brought to the notice of the court of 
justice, and the impossibility of his submitting to 
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be maimed, would certainly cause the tree of his 
hope to be fruitful of success. 

As for the poor veteran, he, on tlie receipt of tin- 
sum of money, purchast'd tlu* materials of industry for 
his consort and himself; lu' also boui^ht sonu' ]uo- 
visions and nec('s<ari(’s of life for the tinu' Ix-ini;, and 
both of tlh in set to work to iehas(' tlieinselvi's from 
the torturing; chains of pov(‘rly. d'hey strained ev('ry 
nerve in .orkini^ to make up the amount witliiu tlu' 
given tinu' ; but so far from it, they couhl not evc'u 
save half tlie moiK'V la'quired. \\ Inm tin' tinu* was 
fini^lied, the Jew made his unw (-boiiK' apjx'arance, 
seated himself at the door of* the poor man, and in 
most violent terms dt-mamhal paymmU. 'The poor 
vetf’ian entreated v('ry lium])Iy, soliciting f()rglv(‘m'ss, 
and telling him he was v<*ry sorry that all his labois 
to make uj) the sum weia' fruitless, and bv'ggt'd him 
to acccjit Very U'-arlv half the amount in ready cash 
and to grant him more time for the remainder; it not, 
lu‘ might (alvc tlu' money and the materials, l)y selling 
which h(" might get soni<;thing nioif' than iu' de- 
maiuhal. 'Jins*; su])])lieatioiis, instead of doing good, 
provokefl thf* Jew's imllgnatioJi, aiid lie angrily 
shoutcal, “Fri\(dons ('xeii^i s will not <1(j with »ije ; 
the time agiaed uj>on has e\j)[red, so he In lei; re- 
member lli(^ jienalt V \\ ritteii down by yourself, therr- 
foie prodiH'e tIj. moiicv f)r pia-pare to stand the eon- 
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sequences.” Upon this, the argumentation on both 
sides, being carried on for some time, terminated in 
a regular sculHe, and the Jew getting the better of 
.the poor man, caught hold of his collar and dragged 
liim towards the court of justice ; but the poor man 
releasing himself somehow or other from his grasp, 
took to llight and the Jew followed him. In swiftly 
crossing the first street, he came on a sudden in con- 
tact with a pregnant woman, who, being knocked 
down, unfortunately miscarried; and a relative of 
hers, seeing this brcacli of manners, followed to appre- 
hend him. A little further, a horseman standing in 
his way, he struck the horse to clear the road, and 
the blow unluckily put out one of the horse’s eyes. 
Hiis enraged the horseman, who likewise accompanied 
the two pursuers (o catcli tlu‘ man and liold him 
responsible for the loss. Tlu' poor man, by his quick 
turns and swiftness, got out of the city, leaving his 
followers SOUK' distance behind ; and seeing a stone 
(juarry in fiont, he deterniinc'd to leap into it and 
hide himself. With this resolve, exclaiming ^^Bis- 
millah” (in the name of God), down he jumped. 
Now wherij he leaped there was a shed, under which 
an old man was lying ; and as he ])rccipitated him- 
s{'lf down upon tin' slu'd its weak rafters gave way, 
and he, coming down upon the old man, not only 
killi'd him, but ^praincd his leg and hurt himself so 
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much that he could move no fartlier until Lis pur- 
joinc'd by the old man’s son, whom ho had 
accidentally killed, camo up and seized him. They 
beat him soundly, and tyiiiiif his hands behind him 
dragged him to the couit of the Kazi Katalbuk. As 
the culprit reached the Iviizi’s gate, he beheld some 
sliops wherein forbidden liquors were publicly sold, 
and an old n'verend gentleman w'ith a long white 
bearil sti ggeiing about, sliamefully intoxicat(‘il. IVe- 
scntly theia* passed a living man tied in a bier and 
carried to the graveyard to be burii'd alive, his lament- 
able slirieks being utterly disregarded by tln^ remorse- 
less bearers. The sight of these horrid scenes enacted 
at the Kazi’s gate, and evidently by Iiis decree, filled 
the poor soldier with terrible forebodings. 

ITe was soon, however, dragged into the court, and 
trembled at sight of the Kazi, whom he positively 
looked upon as a deputy of the angel of death. In 
the middle of the hall was a cushion backed with a 
large pillow, upon which scpiattcd a diminutive fat 
person with a very small head and long black beard. 
He held a rosary in his hand, and kept moving his 
head in token of assent and dissent to tlie assertions of 
the persons about him ; and a few peons stood here 
and there in respectful postures, witli instruments of 
torture in their hands. The new parties, being con- 
ducted to the edge of the carpet, were struck with 
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awe, and stood trembling. The charges made by the 
Jew, the relative of the pregnant woman, the owner 
of the horse, and the son of the old man, were then 
.taken down by the clerks. As for the soldier, he told 
his unvarnished tale, adding, at the same time, that 
he had bc('n very severely maltreated by his adver- 
saries subsequent to liis apprehension. 

The matter then was thoroughly discussed by the 
lawyers in presence of the Ktizi, Avho listened with 
profound gravity to the argunumts on both sides, and 
ultimately ])ronoiinced sentence as folloAvs : Let a 
shaiq) knife, a pair of scales and W('ights, be brought 
forAvard, and let tlie peons seize and hold fast the sol- 
dier. JeAV, tlu're is a knife ; cut olf the man’s ll('sh, 
who has only himself to blame, f )r having so foolishly 
signed tlu^ bond.” The Jcav gladly look llii‘ knife in 
his hand, thinking that he AV(*uld have the merit of in- 
dicting a mortal wound upon an enemy of his faith, 
Avhose wife Avould then fall an easy j)rey. Just as he 
was going today his hand upon the poor man, the Jvazi 
called out, “ Hearken to me before you use the knile ; 
the pound must be exactly one pound of desh, Avithout 
any skin or bone, etc., and you must sever it from his 
body in one cut, no additional torture to the man by 
plurality ol cut> having been agreed upon in the bond. 
You must, tlu'ielort', lu ither exceed nor come short of 
one pound; if you do, >ou must abide by the hiAv of 
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retribution accordiiiL: to the sacred Kur’an." 'Tlic Ji'w 
hcuriiu;' all tliis cKarly saw tlu* inipo^sibilii v of tlio 
act la iiiL,^ perlbnncd M’itlioiu (‘ndaiu^u’riiii;- himself, ami 
olfoia'd to giv(‘ up In', cl.um. I j)ou tiii'-, tli(' Kazi. 
impi>scd a tine oi live pieces ol siher on liiiu for bis 
unrcas()iial)l(' prosecution, and di‘<nu'‘V( d him. 

'Tlu' Kazi ne xt matuiely wei.^licd and considcua'd 
the case of tin* pregna^.t woman, and gave his <lecision 
as folloA s : “ Ii( t th() woman he made over to the de- 
fendant, who imet first employ a good physician to 
eur(‘ liei, and after her recovi'ry inn>t L<a‘p lierAsitli 
him in his o^\•n house until she is in tla* family-uay, 
and tlieu ^he must honorably h(‘ restored to her former 
liushandd' d'h<’ phiintill’, shocked at tliis .‘•'•iiteiu'e, 
begged to give np his suit if sndi ^^ere justiee. 
l>ut tlu' Kazi oliM'ivetl he slionld not In' j)eimitt('d 
to do tliis unless h-' ])ai(l a line of’ ten [»i( ees of silver 
to tlie (Joint I’or liaving taken up its time. 

I’lie horseman ne\t being snmmom <1, iirget! his 
claim, staling tliat only a short time! ago lie liad, hy 
a very elieap liargain, purcha-ed liis nolile horsi* for 
two huiidn (1 piec'es of gold ; and it Iiad h(‘en sciion-'', 
damaged hy tlie los^ 4,f ,.y(.^ “ Jso the >vhole 

juice,” reprf'sented he, “ slnmld Ix' paid me wli^n 
the s,,ldii r may take the animal, o» (omjHnsate 
for the hleniish hy pa\ii)g a moi« ty of its \alu< 

I poll tills ids loidship duly ^ oosuP ir d the < i 


l.;e 
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and decreed as follows : Let a pair of sawyers be 
sent for to divide the horse longitudinally, from the 
middle point of his head to the end of his tail ; and 
,whcn this is done, the uninjured part shall be re- 
tained by the complainant, and the part with the 
injured eye bo given to the defendant, who must 
pay one hundred pieces of gold, being one half the 
})ricc, to the plaintiff as compensation for the damage,’’ 
'L'lic owner of the horse, seeing that the loss of his 
animal would be greater than the com2)cnsation, 
begged to withdraw his claim, which was granted 
to him with some difficulty, on his agreeing to pay 
a fine of twenty pieces of silver to the Court. 

Lastly, the son of the poor old man app(‘arcd, 
tlirowing dust over his head for tlic unnatural death 
of his venerable father, the cause of which he swore 
was the rascally veteran’s fall upon him, and there- 
fore in justice he would have him impaled for the 
crime, 

llis lordship coolly heard all his excited statements, 
and what was said on the part of the prosecution, 
and on that of the defence, and weighing everything 
in the scales of liis judgment, pronounced the follow'- 
ing sentence : Let the offender be dragged to the 
same shedding, under which, with hands and feet 
tied, let him be placed at the identical spot where 
the old man was killed, and then let his son jump 
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down upon him from tho brink of the quarry in 
revenge lor his fatlier’s dcatli.” lIereu])on llu' young 
man, forex'C'ing the dangrr of the undi rtaking, re- 
fused te ext'cutc' tin' or<lers, oileriiig to relinquish 

his claim, and attribute* his lather’s (h'atli t(' an aeei- 

# 

dent ; but his lordship re'plied that lu' woultl not 
allow tile precepts of tin* la.v to bt* elisregarded, or 
the claim to be* abauiloned, unh'ss he* paiel a line of 
Ibrtv })ie'v.*e's (d‘ silv<*r to the* court, lor his folly in 
making an uiibe coiniug charge’, 'file* young man then 
])ald the lieie* and we*nl eiff, conside'ring himse’ll lucky 
ill ge’tting out of the se*ia[)(‘. 

'ihe' hour of noon prayers by tliis time liaving 
arriv(*el, the court was cleare’d, and the Ka/i, having 
(*omp.rssion upon tlie' ve*teran, ])e\ste>\\ eel e)n him a 
hanelsomc pre'se*nt, anel inejuire’el if he was satlsfieul 
Mith the* pro(*e e elings (»f the (h)uit. '1 In* pe)e)r man, in 
reply, praiseel the Kazi’s justice, and said, ^^(joel 
bh’ss you, my hual ; I am <‘ntire*ly satislu'el, and my 
acknowle’elgnients to your lordshiji during the* re- 
mainele*r of my life shall be unce*asing.’* 

Jfaving said this, he* began te) l(*ave his leirelsliip's 
pre-^e*nce* with some* hesitation, which be*ing ol)scrve*e[ 
by the judge, he aske*d him if he^ had anything to 
bay ; anel the veteran answered he had something to 
re present, but it being beyond tlie bounds of respe’Ct, 
he would not do so unless permission were; granted. 
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You should not be backward/’ o])scrvcd his lordship, 
in satisfying yoXirsclf about the law ; for if you leave 
the court in susj)ense respecting any verdict, it may 
• cause otlicrs to be misled, and the mischief may 
become too serious to be remedied.” The veteran 
then humbly stated that he could not reconcile with 
his lordship’s fair justice the forbiddcni liquor being 
o])enly sold at tin' gate of the court, where he found 
a vem'ra])I(3 man drunk, nor th(‘ fact of a living man 
being tarried to the grav(\ “I am glad,” returned 
the Ka/i, “ that you liave asked me tlu’se questions, 
as my answers to them will quiet your couseieucc. 
Pray hearken unto me with atit'iition. 1'he li([Uors 
privatc'ly sold are adultei<ite(l with ])oisoiious sub- 
stances by th(' sellers to stiaaigtheii tin ir elfeets, and 
hav(‘ eoiea'([U('iitly })roved ijijuriou"’ to ])iireliasers \sho 
re<|ulre strong drink as nu'dieine, or as a narcotic 
alter mental labour. l)rlnl\ing is a eiiine certainly 
punishabh’ by our blcssod law; but I lie >anie law 
strictly obsorvi ^ ‘ I'oibiddou things avi' lawful in cases 
of m'ces^ity so that by tbi< toleration I have abo- 
llslual a heinous crime, and ba\(' apjuilnled a veme- 
rable man, of umpiestionable honesty, to test the 
spirits that are brought here for sale, and the tasting, 
wbieli is bis lawful duty, may have disguised him a 
little. As to the person carrieil aliv(' to the grave, 
that has been legally ordered by me, because six 
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years ago his wife liad been married to another man 
according to the decree of the law, two witiK'ssos of 
a very respectable character having certified his death 
at Jlagdad. The man, however, came before the 
Court tliis morning, pleading that he was not dead, 
and advancing a claim to rccovtu* his wife. 1 brdered 
the two witnesses to re-appiar, and they proved 
beyond doubt, by other evidences, that they had 
attciuled Ins funeral at liagdad, where he was buried 
in their presence. From this circunistance it is easy 
to conclude (liat th(‘ man cannot be a r('al one, but 
the gho.^t of the Ibrincr, and must therclbn' be laid 
to put an end to all future disput(‘s rc'spc'cling tin' 
woman.” The veteran upon this, dissembling his 
misgivings, j)raised the Kazi’s justice and retired. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Rfiii (Ifsort.— Colonrl Milos.— Charles the Twelfth’s nmsie some- 
what too close.- -Thoii^hls of Afakka.- Captain IJagnold,— Alaiidavi. 
— Philosophic iiicdit:itions and dogmatism disturbed.— Study En- 
glish at Kaira. - Infanticide — The pirates of Euarka — the fort 
taken. - Wandm ings in the hills of Kalliwar.— The Aghori.— Gogo. 
—Surat.— The Tarsi cemetery. 

To return to my own lulvcnturcs ; on the next 
morning of my triumph over tlu' IMaratha, we marched 
from Barodii toward.s Nagar f^irkar na Alimadabiid, 
Karr!, Sammi, Radhanpur, and Suigam. Our marches 
were slow, about ten miles a day on an average. 
From Sulgam in our first long nightly march we 
crossed to Kiirrah, a desolate spot in the midst of 
the Ran, where we arrived at about eiglit o’clock, 
a.m., and tliencc on the following day we crossed to 
\ irawaw in another longcT and more fatiguing march. 
All of us were so much knocked-up with the fatigue, 
that a small i)arty of tlie insurgents might have ex- 
terminated our whole force had they had courage 
enough to attack us at the time. The difficulties and 
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hardships suffered by the force during the last two 
inarches were very severe from the want of fresh 
water, although a good supjdy of it had been car- 
ried along with us upon camels, bullocks, and ponies ; . 
but soon after our arrival at Narrah it was nearly 
out, and we were obliged to make use of the* water 
of that place, brackish as it was, for the animals, and 
partly for ourselves too. This salt water, though 
drinkable, produced looseness of tin? bowels to many. 
The mere want rendered our thirst more craving, as 
the salt water appeared to be nearly out on account 
of our free use of it; and I am sure if the army had 
l)rolonged its halt for ten or twelve hours more, the 
whole of the water of the island would have been 
absorbed by us. The sufferings of the Brahman 
sipahis of the regiments, whose caste prohibited them 
from touching water from the leather bags, was 
greater, for the kettles provided for them by Govern- 
ment held much less than what they required in 
two days. The good management of* the officers 
and economy on the j^art of the people, were, how- 
ever, the means of our safe arrival at that side of 
the salt desert. 

The view of the Ran, t.e, the salt morass, is not 
an unpleasant one, perhaps, because it is a curiosity 
not frequently met with by travellers. The Ran 
is a vast pathless plain, bright and level. As far 
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as sight can reach iiotliing is sc'cn but a white slieet, 
canopied by the sky, and boiind(Hl only by tlie liorizon. 
d'iiere is no sign of vcgeta])lo or animal to interrupt 
the view for miles and miles. Small objects, such 
as dwarf biislies, are magnified by tlie mirage into 
Ixsiulil'id gardens and lofty trees reaching the clouds, 
until you go near tlieni, Avheii you arc.* undeceivc.'d, 
A herd of zebras tliat passed by us with uncommoil 
swift iK'ss, assuiiK'd the appearance of gigantic horses, 
sonietliing like el(‘phants flying in tlie air, at the 
distanci' of about three or four niih's. W licn further 
oil’ tliey a[)pear<'d lik(‘ a hill fort, sn^'pc iuhal between 
heaven and earth, which, gradually dlininishing in 
size, at last disaj)peared. 

On tli(' morning after our ariival at \ frawaw, I 
walked out of the camp in tin' suburbs of tin? town 
in searcli ol’ something new, win le 1 vn as surjirised 
to s«'e a European gentleman, wk.) had already an- 
(ieijiated nu‘. 1 found liim < iigaged with a large 
slab of stone bearing Arabic inscriptions, belonging 
to a dilapidated moNcjue. As In* copitd it in ^ilcnce 
without reading it aloud, I took him to be a su})cr- 
ficial transcriber, who could not (h'cipher the cha- 
raiter and understand the peculiar turns in the 
phraseology of tliat dillicult languagt*. Upon this, 
taking out my pencil, I coph'd tin* inscriptions for 
mysi*lf in about five minutes, leaving him far behind 
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in his arduous task, and then in comparing it with 
the original, I read it aloud ; but finding my Euro- 
pean friimd following me very close in my reading, 
I purposely read out a part wrong to mish'nd him ; 
but lie clieek('d and corrected mo in a very able 
manner, which convinc(‘d me that he was a niaii of 
letters and of superior abilities. I bowed to him, 
and we talked with each other in Persian upon the 
subject of the history of Ciuzerat for a little while, 
and tlu'ii being mutually made ac([uainted with each 
other’s name and addri’ss, \vc part(al on promise of 
mec'ting again. He was Colonel Miles, the llesident 
at Palanpur, and 1 had no opj)ortunity of sc'oing him 
again until the middh) of the year LSI 1, when I 
liad the ])Ieasur(? of seeing him in London at his 
own house. 1 knew him well, hut he knew me not. 

it Avas about thirty miles distance liwnu this to 
Nagar I’arkar, which we passcMl over in four slow 
inarclu^s. No oj)[)osition impi'dcMl our course during 
this short journey. Om; evening, however, intelli- 
gence b('lng seeivtly brought to our brigadi(*r that 
a band of the reb(ds had eneam})ed at about I’orty 
miles distance from our camp with the intention 
of surprising us, he immediately marclied with 
a select party of his cavalry to turn their design 
against tln'insclvcs. I’he next morning he overtook 
them by surprise, and having killed and wounded 
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some of them, the rest took to their heels unpur- 
sued, leaving their baggage for their vanquishers to 
take possession of. llie next day our brigadier re- 
turned to the camp victorious. But to our great 
dismay we were afterwards informed that the party 
attaclJcd w(‘rc friends ; they were agents on the part 
of th(^ Sindh Government, deputed to co-operate with 
us (*ithcr in conciliating or reducing the insurgents 
to our submission ; and thus we returned our thanks 
to them for their favor. It was a serious mistake 
on our part, and in fact arose through the villainous 
misrepresentations of a certain designing party. 

During our journey from Virawaw some antiqua- 
rians from amongst the officers found an ample means 
for the exercise of their talent. Idols of fine marble 
and of different size, the images of the Buddhist gods, 
were found underground in the country, and were 
carefully exhumed and earri<'d oil’. 

On our arrival at Nagar Barkar, as the tents were 
going to be pitched at a little distance from the town, 
and a column of the regimental lines w^as passing by 
its side in proper order, the insurgents began to fire 
tlu'ir matcldocks at us, thinking probably that they 
would rout the force by wounding and killing a few 
of us, and tlnm attack the baggage and enrich them- 
selves by j^lundering it. Our column, on being fired 
at, coolly turned in the direction of the enemy instead 



A SKIRMISH. 


173 


of its tents, and drove them out of the town imme- 
diately. Taking shelter in the mountain, near which 
the town is situated, they continued firing upon us 
from behind the rocks and trees in places inaccessible 
to us, until about three o’clock, p.m., without doing 
much harm. Several bullets startled me as they 
passed whistling and whizzing by my head. At about 
four o’clock in the evening the rebels vanished in 
the mountains and valleys, which were quite imprac- 
ticable to us and familiar to themselves. 

In this skirmish Captain Hart was nearly losing 
his life, though not from the enemy. He had taken 
a sipalu’s musket, and was firing at the Khojas, 
when in his eagerness he advanced too near the 
edge of a precipice, over which he fell, but was 
saved by the sipahi, whose musket he had borrowed, 
and who caught him by the neck as he was falling. 
He rewarded the man with a liberality beyond his 
and my expectation, so much so that he was released 
from the servitude of a soldier’s life at last, and able 
to return to his own village in the upper provinces, 
with an amjde provision to subsist on for the rest 
of his life. Two years before when he left his vil- 
lage to enlist, he was no more than a young rustic ; 
but the momentary display of valour raised the star 
of his fortune at once, and rendered him a great man 
amongst his fellow villagers. 
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Aftor this trifling afTair our force set out on its 
reliinij and j)roc('e(Ie(l to I^hiij via Lodnini. In re- 
crossing the lian we encountered difficulties somewhat 
similar to our former liardships ; but the sense of 
getting oiil of such a diabolical wilderness with laurels 
rend(‘red the labor of travelling hardly perceptible. 
\Vc soon had the jileasure of entering the province 
of Kach and marched on to Jfiiuj, the capital of tlie 
])rovine(g via Anjfir, one of its principal towns, the hill 
fort of which apjiearcd to have sustaiiK'd a very severe 
injury IVom an earth([uake, which occurred on Wed- 
nesday, Kith of June, 1819. On our arrival at J3huj, 
Ca])t. Hart, owing to a saw ere attack of fever, remained 
in the Ilritish r('sid('iu*y, and the force marclu'd on to 
Khaira, a small village bc^tween i>huj and iNhindavi, 
w'here it cantoned and was joim'd ])\ s(‘veral la'giments 
of Jnl’aiitry and (aivalrv and a <1^ ta{ lnnent of Artillery, 
('t(‘., under tlie command ol’ tlie lion. Col. L. Stan- 
ho[)(', a.s>(’mbled to intiinida:( (in' Sindh (jovernment. 

Capt. llautV illness wa^ a severe one, and continued 
for about three w eek<, during N\ )i;( h 1 remained con- 
stantly at hi^ hed, atttmding him like a brotlier. (.)n 
his reeoMiy, I found his temper very ])('evish, and 
instead ol* being tlianki’ul to me lie semned to think 
what I had done iur him was a pait ol my duly, so we 
parted Iroin each otlier iiot in a Irieiully way. On 
leaving his serviee, I felt much <lisgustcd with the 
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world, and formed the intention of proceeding to 
jSIakka by a ship then ready at Mandavi to sail to 
the Arabian coast. I made preparations for tlu^ voyage 
and expressed my determination to my fricauls, INLunsln 
Abba Miyan of Anjiir and Moliamcd Saiyid Kliaii, 
a nobleman of llampiir, whom accidc'iit had brought 
to this distant land ; but both of tliese gentlemc'ii 
disapproved of my plan, finding my stock of money 
too small for the trip. Abba Miyan observed that 
he would not for the world dissuade me from my 
good inUmtion, but he would recommend my taking 
employment for some time until I should have gained 
sufficient money for the pilgrimage, and then I miglit. 
execute my design. 

I followed the wdiolesomc advice of my kind Iriends, 
and the IMunshi was good enough to take me to the 
camp at Khaira from llhuj ; and through his favour 
I was ap})ointed teacher of Jlindii^tani to Licait. Jl. 
Spencer of tlie (Jlh Jlegiinent, N. L, aiul engaged to 
c()})y the history of ilombay in IVrsian fou Capt. ]>ag- 
nold, of the same reginumt. Frevions to my sf'ttlc- 
ment at Khaira I made a trip to Mandiuito satisfy 
my curiosity in seeing the sea foi’ tlie first time j?i 
my life. Oji be]ioldii:g tlie iiniiien^e l)ody of water 
and its regular ebb and flow, I was struck with as- 
loni‘'hmc‘nt a* tie.' uidiiniterl j>o\vej' of tlje ouc' Suj)rcme 
lleitift, hcfoie whom tin' w Uoh* of oui‘ uiiiv< i-<‘ is iio 
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more than an atom. Deeply engaged in such medi- 
tations, as I stood one evening at tlie sea-side look- 
ing at the waves on which the large ships moved 
up and down, I began to think of the Jain tenets, 
according to wliicli matter is eternal and self-existent ; 
but llefore arriving at the conclusion of the blas- 
phemous syllogism, I was startled by a severe bite 
from a dog in the calf of my leg, who came slily 
behind nn*, and, after punishing me for my crime, 
ran away like a sliot. I followed him with my stick 
for a little distance to revenge the injury, but in 
vain ; the animal vanished from my sight, and I re- 
turned liomc with very great ])ain in the leg. The 
next day I la'turned to Khaira and employed myself 
in the performance of my duty, in which I en- 
gaged from morning till evening. At night I enjoyed 
th(^ good soci('ty of Abba Miyiin, of wliom I learned 
the English aljdiabet and enabled myself to make out 
th(‘ words from dictionaries and read Hindustani and 
Persian fluently in the Homan character. Prom this 
time until the end of 181^9 I never went to bed 
without learning ten words of English by heart, 
and reading a few pages of the eminent Dr. Gil- 
christ’s grammatical works with full attention by 
myself. Thus, after the hard labor of full eight 
years, 1 learnt English, the most difficult language 
in tli(' world. 



DESCRIPTION OF KACH. 


Before leaving Kach for Dwarka, I must say a 
few words with regard to the country. It does not 
possess that pleasing appearance whicli the fertile 
parts of India have ; it has no perennial rivers of 
fresh water — a most invaluable blessing to the in- 
habitants ; but there are some streams running 'down 
from the hills, which dry up immediately after the 
rainy season is over. In the bed of these streams 
springs arc dug by the people, and a temporary 
supply of the indispensable clement is thus obtained. 
Large wells at the towns and villages, however, 
make up the deficiency in quantity, but not in 
quality. 

Signs of the wrath of God, both in former and 
present times, are quite visible; the surface of the 
earth about the hills is spread with volcanic matter, 
and large blocks arc left, split in pieces. The re- 
cent earthquake shattered the forts of Anjar and Bhnj 
in many places, and a large number of edifices and 
hill forts in all the towns were transformed into ruins 
by the tremendous shock. Great numbers of the in- 
habitants remained buried in their houses to bo raise d 
on the day of the general resurrection. Although 
the external charaeter of the inhabitants in general 
seems good, a short stay in the country will show 
a foreigner their want of morality, of the meaning 
of which they have no idea at all. Highway rob- 
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beiy, larceny^ and piracy are considered heroism. 
Adultery, fornication, and infanticide, — nay, some 
things more heinous — are perpetrated with im- 
^ puiiity. 

Infanticide, the most heinous crime of all — a crime 
unnatifral anti uncominittable even by irrational be- 
ings — is committed by men of this country, and 
that not by common people, but by the governing 
race of the land, wlio are Jaraja Eajputs, originally 
from the Summa tribe of Sindh, who governed that 
part of tlie world in ancient times, under the title 
of Jam. 'I'hesc people must have brought this horrid 
custom with them from tlicir original country. It 
could not, by any means, have been invented by the 
Hindus, who detest the very idea of the act. These 
Jarajas think themselves so much liiglier than other 
Raj])iits, that th(‘y consider giving their daugliters in 
marriage would ruin tlieir eharaetcr. This absurd 
pride has Iiardeiied their hearts to the perpetration 
of inraiitleide to such an extent, that on inquiries 1 
loiind the population of Kach to be live liuiulrcd 
thousand souls, out of which there are twelve thou- 
sand Jarajas, and of these but thirty-seven are females, 
'flic country now fortunately falling under the con- 
trol of the Jlritish, the late l\ao having been deposed 
for his vices, his son Eao Desalji, a minor, remained 
under care of the Englisli (jovernment until he came 
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of age, during which time many reforms wore ef- 
fected. 

I lived near the camp at Khaira in the mosque 
for some months, enjoying the society of my friend, 
Munshi Abba iNIiyan — may (iod bless him for his 
kind attention towards me ! 1 Lc was my first and 

last master in English, as aft(*r leaving him 1 taught 
myself from the books of Dr. Gilchrist, etc., for a 
period of eight yc'ars, as I have already observed. 
On finishing the co[)y of the history for Capt llag- 
nold I was very handsomely rewarded by him. The 
year now approaclu'd its end, and a part of the force 
was ordered to proceed by sea to the islands of 
Dwiirka and IJet, under the cmninand of Col. L. 
Stanhope, for tlie cliastisemcnt of tlic rebels tlierc. 
My scholar’s regiment forming a part of the division, 
wc embarked from the port of Mandavi one after- 
noon. 

llcforc morning dawned avc reacluKl our destina- 
tion, and the dreadful r('])ort of canin/n awoke me 
from my sleep instead of the usually serene and sacred 
call of the Mu’azzin to morning ]n’ayer. Wbi landed 
at a little distance from the mouth of the river GbunUi, 
but saw the action going on with tli(‘ I'ort quite 
plainly, and some of the enemy’s cannon balls even 
passed ov('r our In'ads. An Engllsji man-of-war, as 
ii* by magic, at tin’ same time appf'arod in the harbor, 
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and her guns opened at once on the fort. A party 
of volunteers, headed by a young officer named 
Marriot, scaled the wall on one side, whilst the 
^ general attack was going on at the gate. Poor Mar- 
riot, as soon as he made his appearance on the top 
of th^ wall, was cut in pieces by the garrison and 
hurled back again, with some of his companions 
nearest to him. The business, however, was not of 
long duration. The garrison, unable to oppose the 
disciplined troops, soon appeared to be in confusion, 
and another attack carried the place. The enemy 
were about six hundred in number, and it being 
their characteristic not to receive or grant quarter, 
were soon extirpated under the English sword, except 
a few. A detachment of the native cavalry, headed 
by Capt. Solier, cliarged a party of the garrison issu- 
ing from the gate, wlio fougJit bravely liand to hand, 
and died like men. In this action a sabre cut from 
one of the enemy’s party struck off Capt. Solicr’s 
fingers from, the hand that h(‘ld the reins, and a 
few men and horses were wounded. The general 
loss on our side was but trifling. 

After our brilliant victory over the place, held 
most sacred by the idolaters of India, a halt for a 
few days being ordered, I explored all the places of 
worship, and, to my great surprise, found the shrine 
of a Mohanu’dan saint, ‘‘ Tir Ihitta,’’ on the island 
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of Amara, a light of Islam shining lustrously in the 
heart of the darkness of Paganism. Our regiment 
now being ordered to pursue and destroy the outlaw 
Kattis of the Kuman tribe, under Jogi Das, in the • 
Ghir mountains, we embarked on board a native 
vessel, and, after about eighteen hours’ very rough 
voyage, landed at Surya Bandar, whence being 
divided into detachments of about two companies, 
we hunted the Kattis throughout the whole Ghirnar 
mountains. 

This range, though inferior in loftiness to other 
mountains of India, is very pleasant to sight, being 
fertile and verdant everywhere. It is held sacred 
by all the Hindus according to their legends, whence 
the ancient name is Ecwtachal. One of its branches, 
extending towards Palitanah in Goclwar, is decorated 
with Jain temples of various sizes, and regarded by 
that class of the ancient Hindus with great venera- 
tion. 

The mountains abound with game of every descrip- 
tion, from the royal lion to the quail. Going about 
in this wilderness, one sometimes happens to see a 
Hindu monk, whose zealous austerity prompts him to 
give over all and devote his life to the worship of 
the Deity uninterrupted by worldly people. He lives 
uj)on the vegetable productions of the place, makes 
fire by rubbing two pieces of wood against one another 
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to warm himself in the cold nights, and keeps his 
body rubbed over with ashes, wliieh thin cover keep- 
ing the pores closed, renders him independent of 
.artifieial covering. After ten or twelve years’ life 
in this stat'‘, he becomes like the wild beasts, and 
runs at the sight of man. The people in tliis part 
of tlie world liavc a mistaken idea that thes(' devotees 
are cannibals, and devour man’s flesh if they can get 
hold of a single unarmed pen'son ; but this is not 
e red i hie. 

One morning, as T marclu'd with my scholar, we 
entered itito a long conversation upon the subject 
of spirit and matt('r. Iknng d('('ply engaged in this 
V('ry intc'resting topic, lie hdt his party in charge of 
a subordinate ollicer and desired me to accompany 
him, at a little distance from the road, to talk more 
fully and with less interruption. So we turned our 
horses to tlu.' left of tlie ]>arty and walked on engaged 
in confabulation, taking cart*, liowevev, not to lose 
sight of our .small troop. All of a sinldeu we came 
up to a bonfire without any hunnui being near it. 
Tlu' lire b('ing alive, it st'emed as if somebody must 
have be(‘U there. W r lighted our eln'roots and asked 
our grooms the cause of the fire in that solitary place. 
T'hcir unanimous reply was that the fire belonged to 
some Aghori Baba (i.c., omnivorous father), and that 
it was dangerous for us to stay there longer. This 
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excited our laughter, and we proceeded on without 
any concern about the matter. After going a little 
further, we came to the side of a valley enormously 
deep, and on looking down wc had the honor of 
seeing the monk himself, the demigod of the Hindus, 
about a thousand yards from us, running down as 
fast as he could, cautiously looking behind every 
now and then, as if somebody were pursuing him. 
The poor grooms, on seeing him, were overpowered 
with fear, bowed to him, touching the ground with 
their foreheads. My scholar, with European curi- 
osity, hailed the man and beckoned to him as if he 
had to make some important communication to him ; 
but these acts of civility, instead of producing the de- 
sired effect, accelerated the flight of our uncivil host, 
and the impracticable declivity altogi'ther prevented 
my curious European companion from following. 
So having recourse to our telescope, we had a full 
view of him. lie was a strong and powerful man, 
the silvery hair of his head hanging ov(‘r.his shoulders 
dishevelled, and his long beard in the same state ; 
his eyes were (juick and sparkled with fire, and liis 
shaggy body was rubbed over with a.- lies. Having 
seen so much of him, he vanished from our siglit. 

Our party’s destination at this time was Tulsi Sham, 
a Hindu monastery in the heart of the mountain, 
about three days’ journey off, where they intended 
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to concentrate with other detachments, and thence 
to disperse again in different directions in search of 
the outlaws. Wc soon reached Tulsi Sham in safety, 
where we found several detachments encamped already. 
Shortnc'ss of provisions was the general misfortune 
now comj)Iained of in our camp, particularly by the 
people of niy class, wlio, being entitled to no bliata 
like the Honorable Company’s servants, suffered much. 
Complaints of hunger and starvation were brought 
before the commanding officer, who spoke to the 
Mahant (or grand pri<‘st of the monastery) in serious 
terms, telling him tliat if he ladused his aid to our 
camp, with regard to both information and provi- 
sions, he would order the monastery (which he 
knew contained largo quantities of grain) to be 
l)lund(’red. These threats brought the sacred old 
man to his senses, and ho said in re])ly that there 
was no wheat or rice in that part of the country to 
be had ; the grain in the storehouse was all bajri 
{llolcus spuHitiis), wdiich he w^ould order to be ground. 
The great mill, drawn by a pair of bullocks, was 
forthwith set in motion ; so that in a few hours a 
quantity of the bajri flour was prepared sufficient 
for the whole camp for one day. This he distri- 
buted at the rate of about a pound a head per diem, 
Avith proportionate quantities of molasses and clari- 
fied butter, without receiving the cash that was offered 
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in return, alleging that the articles did not belong 
to him, and that he being no grain merchant — the 
grain, etc., being delivered to him for charitable pur- 
poses — he would give them away to the same end. 
At all events, our need was served by this food, 
though it was unwholesome to those who werb un- 
accustomed to it. I, b(‘ing one of them, had an 
attack of diarrlura, but soon cured myself when I 
got good f^od, which I did as follows. It happened 
that, during my indisposition, I was visited by a 
Mohamedan non-commissioned officer, named Sikaii- 
dar Khdn, who was then orderly of his own com- 
pany (now a Siibahdar Major pensioner), and con- 
sequently was entitled to double bhata. I’inding out 
my circumstances, he kindly lent me some rice, which 
was a great relief to me and my servant. My obli- 
gation to him for this timely aid was unbounded, 
and we have been staunch friends ever since. 

Tulsi Sham is revered by Hindus on account of 
a small image of Krishna, their Apollo, h\ the monas- 
tery, in front of which is a thermal spring divided 
into two large reservoirs of boiling water. Sulphuric 
and limy veins exist in the stratum, a strong smell 
of which is quite perceptible. The springs arc nicely 
built up with stones and mortar, having flights of 
steps on all four sides. The heat of the water they 
attribute to the miraculous nature of the image, and 
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ablution therefore in tliesc reservoirs is considered a 
means of salvation. 

Our stay here was no more than four days, and 
then we dispeu'sed in small parties as before. During 
our ])m‘egrination in the hills for about six we(‘ks, 
W(.‘ n .'ver liad the satisfaction of meeting tlu^ free- 
booters alive anyw On tlie morning, howev(‘r, 

of tlio sixth day of our leaving Tulsi Sham, as we 
eame near a large.* group of tlie mangoes and other 
wild tree's, a ste'uch as if from a ])utrid earcass be- 
eame pere'e'ptible*. On ge)ing a little farther, we dis- 
covere'd four dead bodies of the outlaws hung in- 
verte'd to the l)oughs of the trees in a most horrid 
state', maimed and disfigured. This barbarous act wo 
were given to understand Avas perpetrated three days 
pre'vious to our arrival by a party of the Oaikwar 
contingent co-operating Avilh us in the expedition. 
Roaming and Avanderiiig about lor a period of three 
months in the mountains, at but Ave Avcrc informed 
of the rebels being overtaken and seized and destroyed 
at several places, so had now to proceeil to the 
village of Dhaii to be cantoned there for the rainy 
season. 

My scholar, being a very industrious and attentive 
lad, never missed his lessons, either on the marching 
or halting days ; and by the break of the monsoon 
he made himself an excellent linguist in Hindustani. 
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He then obtained leave to proceed to Bombay to be 
examined. I accompanied iiini as ilir as where 

we parted with each other with a ieeling of mutual 
esteem as g’ood friends on tlie ITtli of iSeptember, 
1821. He gav(' me a handsome presemt in money, 
besides the arrears of my pay, and sailed for* the 
rresideney with my best wishes for his success. I 
was soon informed of his passim** a i^ood examination, 
and subs('([ucntly of his gc^tting tlic (piarter-master- 
ship of the r(‘giment. 

Gogo is a small town situated on the west side of 
Cambay ; thc're are about three thousand houses, 
chiefly of Mohamedans. It is a safe roadstead in 
the boisterous season of the year. Tradition says 
that the island of Perim, near its harbor, was the 
s('at of the Government of the ancient Goel Iviijputs, 
when it was joined to the Gujarat peninsula by an 
isthmus. The island is now a wilderness, on Avhich 
Government has erected a lighthouse. It is inha- 
bited by serpents of various sizes and coloys. Animal 
and vegetable fossils of the incalcidably remote ages 
are found on this island by digging up the ground 
not very deep : many European travellers have taken 
away some of them as a curiosity to their country. 
The Mohamedan inhabitants of Gogo being in gene- 
ral active, strong, and well made, arc very expert 
seamen. I sojourned at Gogo for three days after 
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parting with my friends ; on the fourth I went on 
hoard a small vessel, and on the fifth reached the 
city of Surat. I was informed, on board, of the an- 
noyance one is subjected to at the custom-house in 
being seaichcd, though he may have no articles for 
sale } and, therefore, I setth^d with the sailors to 
smuggle myself and my things for the sum of half 
a rupc.'o. The aid of darkness being required for 
the purpose, I was obliged to stay on board the 
vessel till evening, when two of the mariners car- 
ried my tilings, and desired me to follow. Wc 
landed at a place called Badshahi Bhagal, or Eoyal 
Gate ; nominally a gate, but there was no such thing 
as a gate to be seen, except two dilapidated ends 
of the city walls, between which is this passage, 
a sort of I'erry, wdieucc the peoph' carry water for 
their domestic use, and where small boats resort. 
I followed my guides in the dark for a little dis- 
tance, when, unfortunately, a custom-house peon 
seized the .men carrying my luggage, and began to 
abuse them for infringement of rules ; he insisted 
on taking them to tin? custom-house, and said he 
would have them imprisoned for the night, have them 
lined the next day, and the baggage forfeited. At 
this time my fear was very great, thinking that his 
threats were in earnest ; but the seamen, accustomed 
to such things, bore all the imprecations and menaces 
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very coolly. They said I was no merchant, and had 
no articles of trade ; besides I would willingly give 
him his fee. So saying, one of them gave me a pinch 
in the arm to signify that I should follow their ad- 
vice. Upon this I gave the man the amount men- 
tioned, and he departed peacefully without uttering 
another word. I put up in the nearest mosque for 
the night, as I could get no lodging at such a late 
hour. 

On the morning of the 25th Zilhajj, 1236, a.h., 
corresponding with the 23rd of September, 1821, a.d., 
I got up from my comfortable and sound sleep at the 
sacred call of the Mu’azzin, and called for my ser- 
vant Ismail : Ismail, give me a little fire, that I 
may have a good morning smoke before I prepare 
myself for the Divine duty;” but to my great as- 
tonishment and fear I found him missing. ^^Well,” 
said I to myself, this is a very pleasant circumstance 
— losing in one night what I have earned in return 
for the servitude of four years. God is, great! one 
must undergo the decrees of his fate.” Overwhelmed 
with such ideas, I began to grope at the head, feet, 
and sides of my mattress, to which I had carefully 
fastened my small box, and other articles of my bag- 
gage, before I went to bed ; and to my delight found 
everything in its proper place. The boy had run 
away with his own clothes, and about three (juarters 
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of a rupee iu copper coins, with which he was trusted 
for dally expenses. 

After tlic clay had dawned, I wc'nt and stood at 
the door of the mosque to look for a porter to 
carry niy things to a small house, rented to me 
throiigli the kind offices of the Mu’azzin. Presently 
I observc'd iMohamcdaiis, both high and low, hasten- 
ing in one particular direction, some in palkis and 
bullock carriages, and others on foot, almost all look- 
ing as if tliey had been struck with sorrow. On 
inquiry, I was informed that Nasir-ud-din Khan, the 
Nuwab of tlie city, had ch‘partcd this life during the 
niglit, and they nero going to attend the funeral. 
I l('arnt, too, that Nasir-ud-dhi had t>^•o .sf>ns, I)ut one 
of thc'm, a very praiseworthy character, dic'd eighteen 
months before Ids late father, and tliat the surviving 
son was a ])erfcct contrast t'l his late brother, on 
account of his lov(' for low socii ty and bad habits, 
though it was hopi'd tlu' Ilngii-h ( ioverninent would 
rccogni-c his right to the titular Nuwabship of the 
city, by n Inch lie would remain entilled to a pension 
of a liilvli and a half riqu'cs ja r annum from (iovern- 
ment, and some' otlu'r rights and immunities reserved 
to th(‘ i’amily. 

In the city of Siirat, ('utith’d “ Pah-ul-Makkah” (or 
‘Mhe gate of Ah'cea”), 1 sta\cd four days to sec the 
celebrated town thr<mi;h which almost all the pil- 
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grims to the sacred city proceed, and through which 
the English first stepped into our country as trading 
peoxfic. Captain Hawkins, of the ship Hector, was 
the first merchant from England who landed here, 
in the year 1608, a.d., and after making some mer- 
cantile arrangements for his nation, and leaving Some 
of his companions in charge of the business, he him- 
self proceeded to the court of the Emj^cror Jahangir 
at Agra, to effect a favorable negotiation for the trading 
Xieojolc of his country to this x3ort. Having assumed 
the title of an ambassador from the King of England, 
he was received with attention and kindness, and by 
dint of some trifling x)rcsents and bribes to the king 
and his courtiers, he not only gained liis object, but 
was presented with a valuable dress of honor, and a 
Christian lady, whose star of ill luck had brought her 
as a x^risoner into the seraglio. 

Siirat is situated on the southern bank of the river 
Tapti. A brick wall encircles the suburbs in the 
form of a bow, the string of which, dej)ressed in tlic 
middle, is the river. The city extends alxuit six miles 
in circumference. Tlie wall is flanked by bastions 
of small size at irregular distances. Its height vari(.'s 
from thirtt'cn to eighteen feet, and it is not originally 
strong, and having had no repairs from the tiim^ it 
was built, is now in a dejdorable condition. It has 
twelve gales, with heavy wooden leaves turning on 
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tenons : and another inner wall exists, surrounding 
the original city, extending about three miles in an 
irregular oval form, though in construction it is similar 
to the outer ; but in condition is worse, so much so 
that in many places it is level with Mother Earth. 

The city had no walls when in 1512, A.D., it was 
sacked by the Portuguese. This grand pillage, fol- 
lowed by the frequent depredations of the unprin- 
cipled Christians, and the barbarous Abyssinians of 
the Zunjira Island, induced the authorities of Ahmad- 
abad, under the direction of Sultan Bahadur, to build 
the walls and the castle, which were completed in 
1530, A.D., under the superintendence of Riimi Kh&n, 
originally a Turkish Mamliik. 

The city seems to be in a decaying state, and the 
population therefore amounts to only one hundred and 
twenty thousand persons, one sixth of the number of 
inhabitants sixty years ago. The government of the 
city is entirely under the Englisii, and there are no 
less than t^ycnty-follr English ollicers here, inclusive 
of the court of Sadr ’Adalat. There are two regiments 
of infantry and a strong party of Golandaz stationed 
here, 1 suppose for the purpose of keeping the 
neighbours in awe, which is quite unnecessary at 
this time. The expenses to Government seem to be 
too heavy, if compared with those of the time of the 
Niiwiibs. 
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Being anxious to have an ocular view of tlie Guehre 
cemeteries, several of which I was intoriued existed 
near the city, I prepared one luorning to proceed 
thither: but my friend, the ]\Iu’a/zin, told me it 
was foolish to run tlie risk, lor a prie.st is always 
kept near as a sentry, and any person attempting to 
defile any of the places, by touching or looking into 
them, is sure to be murdered or very severely pun- 
ished. This admonition of my friend, instead of 
bieng attended to, increased my eagerness. Hap- 
pen what may,” said I, 1 must have a look.” Find- 
ing me determined upon the enterprise, my friend 
told me to wait till evening, when h<? would accom- 
pany me and give me his aid. Wc accordingly pro- 
ceeded in the afternoon, and when about one mile 
out of the eastern gate of tin; city, we discerned 
several single towers, on the walls of which sat a 
number of ugly vultures, pluiiiclcss from the head 
to the breast. We halted under a tree, expecting in 
the dusk of the evening to avoid being observed by 
the sentry priest, as well as by tlui shepherds and 
passers-by. The time having arrived, 1 left my friend 
und('r the tree, and advanced to the tower to satisfy 
my curiosity, ^ly friend told me to be on the alert, 
that if he saw anybody approaching lie would cough, 
which I should consider a signal to take to my lieels 
as fast a^ I could to the dinxtion of tin* tree. 'I.'liank- 
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ing him for the kind advice, 1 went and reached my 
destination in a minute, and ascending the few steps 
into the doorway, and being an expert climber, I 
scaled the wall, resting my big toe on the heavy pad- 
lock of the door ; and thus assisted I soon found 
myself on the top of the wall, whence I beheld the 
horrid scene. The human skeletons, some whole and 
some in pieces, mingled with rags of the shrouds, lay, 
some on the rampart, and others had found their way 
into the middle pit. The strong and offensive efiluvia 
not allowing me to rcunain more than five minutes, I 
(piickly began to descend ; but uiifortiniatcdy my hands 
slipt from the ])arapct, whilst my toes n\ ere engaged 
ill searching for the support of the lock. I slid down 
oil the portico, and my chest, rubbing against the 
side of the wall, was considerably excoriated. The 
noise of my fall, and the rattling of th(.‘ lock, roused 
the lYu’si wardi'ii from his small l:ut, about two hun- 
dred \ arils from me, and ln‘ came out in a furious 
mannir, with a mouth pouring forth inises and bad 
names, and a hand armed with a long stick, at the 
same time calling for hi'lp, and cr\ing that he was 
going to be murdered by robbers. This noise and 
the eough of my friend being siinidtancous, I fled to 
the trei', whence we found out that the poor keeper 
wa-' an old man, tooihlcNS, weak, and half blind, or 
]"crlKip'< laboring undm* nyctalopia, for instead oi 
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advancing towards us, lie took aiiotlier direction, oveiy 
now and tlicn feeling the ground with his stick, and 
cursing as if his long tongue had been a ( oinpcnt>ati()ii 
to him for the other powers he had lost. Nobody 
coming to his aid, we departed coolly ; but seeing 
the old man going towards the same gate w« had 
come through, we passed through the next gate* iinmo 
Icstcd, and returned home. I soon cured my chest 
by washing it witli litharge diluted with rose-water. 

On tlie morning of the 29th of S(‘pt(miber 1 left 
the city of Siirat for llroach, on my way home, hiring 
three begaris, or portcTs, lo carry my luggage, d liesc 
I had to change at every village on the road. I paid 
them liberally. A penny or two for a draught of 
the ferment(‘d palm juice, of which llu'y are very 
fond, rendered them entirely submissive; and divid- 
ing the load between two, the third prejiared my 
pipes every now and then, shampooed me at the 
resting-places, and held my umbrella to keep oif the' 
sun, whicli I felt very oppressive at this season, 
though the rains had just ended. Toddy, or palm- 
juice, is a general calamity for the low jieoplc ol’ 
this district. Toddy shojis are to be found in all 
the villages, and (3ven the roads are not without tliem. 
At the distances of one or two miles you can ahvays 
find a shop under the inviting shade of a large tree 
or shed, with a small fiag waving over it; ami 
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the keeper, geiu^rally u Tar^i, with a soft flattering 
tongue, entices you to drink, expressing, though less 
poetically, the idea of the English bard, 

“ Drink of tins nip ! jou’ll find llicre ’s a spell in 
Us ev(Ty <lrop ajiainst ills of mortality; 

,, Talk of the fioblot that sparkled for llelen, 

Iler’s was a (iotion, but this is reality !’* 

'rhis dial)olical drink is the cause of many evil deeds 
b(‘ing done by the poor ignorant people of the district. 

1 reached Broach on the evening of the 30tli of 
September. It being about thirty miles from Surat, 
I M as obliged to niak(‘ a halt for the night at a station 
called (fliauki, nearly half way. Broach, though in 
the middle of a very fertile district, is itsi'lf an ugly 
dilapidated town, situated partly on a small hill, 
and partly on the skirt of the same, on the northern 
bank of the river Narbadda, >vhich falls into the gulf 
of Cambay, about tM’enty-fivaj mile^ from this. The 
houses are like those of Surat, but th(' streets arc 
Jiarrow and ^inon' lilthy. The population I M'as in- 
forim'd amounts to about thirty thoiLsaiid inhabitants. 
It is under the Engli.sh C lover nnumt, who obtained it 
from Daulat llao Sindhiah in 1^03, a.d. My stay 
of one day and tno nights was not sullicicnt for me 
to ac([uirc more information regarding the city and 
its inhabitants ; so much, however, 1 can safely say 
frcmi my [)cr-onai observation, that the morality of the 
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people (Iocs not deserve any eucoininin. l\’eliii^- d(' 
sirous to proceed by water, if possible, I iii(|iiired if 
there was a means of going up the river as lar as 
Dharampuri, but was iiifornu'd tliat several cataracts 
in the upper province were insurmountable (distacles 
to the navigation. * 

Jhdbre T leave Ihoaeh I must mention a natural 
curiosity, attributed to the miraede of the saint 
of this place, nanudy, Saiyid Ismail Sahib, commonly 
called rir chattav.” I proet'cded there in person 
to visit the shrine of this holy man, which is 
situated about two tliousand pace's out of the western 
gate of the city, upon a rising ground. Idic tomb is 
said to be upwards of three hundia'd years old. It 
is built of the ordinary form in a small enclosure ol* 
about tliirty-four fei't by ten and a half. It is shaded 
by a, kliirni tree {Mlmiisops haiiki) of evergreen 
foliage, which grows by the side of the eastern wall 
out of the enclosure. In the middle of the tomb is 
a la’scrvoir about fiv(' feet four inches by one foot 
eight, and in depth about one foot two inches. 
In the midst of the water there rises, about om.* inch 
above it, a small island, or the inner tomb of four feet 
by one. This miraculous reservoir is always lull to 
the brim of very cold water, somewhat nitrous to the 
taste. Hundreds of visitors go to the shrine ('very 
Thursday, and each of them takes a tumbler lull of 
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the water to drink ; but the whaler never diminishes, 
nor do(\s it ev('r overflow wlien no water is taken 
from it. 'riicrc were no less than fifty persons 
pr(‘sent wIkui I j)aid iny visit to the slirine, and 
all of us drank without making the slightest differ- 
ence in the original quantity. The warden of the 
plac(‘, a good old man, very nf*arly one hundred years 
oi’ age, on being examined, informed me that he re- 
collected, wlnm lie was a boy, a Maratha chi(;f coming 
tliere and jiutting the miracle of the saint to test by 
ordering his thrc’c eh'phants to drink Irom the reser- 
voir; but s('eing the ([iiantity of tlu' water undiminislied, 
he prostrated liimself at the threshold, which he 
solemnly kisscal, and ordered the (mclosiire and the 
tomb to })e thoroughly repaired at his own ( xix nse. 

From what 1 have lu'ard and st-en, my opinion of 
tliis holy water is, that it must be the mouth of the 
vein ot‘ a spring opemal at this place, but I cannot 
account for tlie ([uantity of water lU'ver increasing or 
decreasing. 

In two days’ easy travelling fiom llroaeh I reached 
llaroda, where 1 was obliged to stay for seven days, 
on account of the fast of Muharrain. On my entering 
the city I liapjx'ncd to naa't His Highness Nuwab 
IMir Anuru’d-din Husain Khiin on liorseback with his 
retinue. Having formerly had the honor of his ac- 
quaintance, he la'cognised me, and persuaded me to 
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put up with him ; but I — being inclined to take a 
lodging and live by myself uninterrupted for the 
time — begged Ilis Highness to excuse nu', thanking 
him for the ofler. I told him that my wliole family 
and myself were sensible of his late father’s kind aid 
when in distress in my native city ; and tlr^t not 
being endowed with tlie. means of making any suit- 
able return, we were and should ever be thankful 
to him, and always raised our hands in prayer to 
God for his happiness and success in all his under- 
takings. But the true spirit of goodness and hospi- 
tality in the man would not permit him to leave me. 
He dismounted from his horse, and taking me by tlio 
hand he led me to his own noble house, and assigned 
a private and comfortable room for my sojourn. I 
passed a week, partly in going about tlui town, and 
partly in this noble-hearted nobhanau’s amialdc society. 
[ then requested his permission to proceed to my 
natives country, which was kindly granted, with a 
handsome present both in dresses and money. This 
noble-minded Nuwab left this transitory abode for 
the next at a premature age in the year 1837, a.d., 
leaving one of his two brothers to succeed him in the 
dignity. He died, but his memory in many hearts 
shall remain respected and unextinguishad. 

Leaving Baroda on the 10th of October, I reached 
my native land in thirteen days all safe, and had 
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tho satisfaction of sccinj^ my uncle, my grandmother, 
and other mcml)ers of tin* family all Avell. 

Soon aft(‘r my arrival, our young Prince; Ram- 
chandar Rao making liis preparations to j)roc('cd to 
Cwalior to ])e maiiicd to tlu' daugliter ol’ Sindliiah, 
J coujd not hut seize the opportunity of a break to 
my monotonous life at home. I ])nrchased a small 
horse and a(;compani(‘d tlu; procession in tiu' ho[)(' 
of getting eni]doym(‘nt. After a few marches towards 
our destination, an I'lngli'-li political ollicc'r, named 
]\rr. Robinson, destined to accompany the prince, 
overlook us and was received by tlu; Raja w'itl> 
marks of respect and conrtc'sy. If(‘ d('li\('red a couple 
of l(*tters in P(M’sia!i to tlu* Jvaja and his mini>ter, 
Raghunath Ihio IJapu; and, sta\iiig a little wliile 
with them, rcturiu d to his tent at a litth* distance 
from our camp. ISoiu* of the R;ija\ companions be- 
ing w'('ll <]ualiti('d in tlu* IVusian language, tlu* con- 
tents of till' letters reinaliu'd iindeei].lier( d at the time; 
hut the minister issuing inipiiiies if there could be 
found a person in the camp com])ctent to deciplun 
tlic paiiers, I w^as introduced as a Persian scholar to 
the Court by oiii; of its staff-bearers. I then, making 
my obeisances to the Prince and raising my liand 
to my forehead to the nobles about him, w as di sircd 
to sit down, and the papers w^ere put into my hand 
to be read out; this I performed wdth a masterly 
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fluency^ and astonished the assend)lv still more hv 
vivcl voce translating;’ the sense into tlie jMaratld, their 
own language. The minister^ a very clever, hold, 
and sagacious looking man, secTiied to be delighted 
with lliis performance', and on my taking leav(' 
sent his ch'rk to me witli the kind offer of en¥]doy- 
ing me under liini lor a salary of llitecn ru])ees pt'r 
mensem, diniK'r and breakfast with the courlh'rs, and 
the hors(' allowance', d'his being my very object, J 
at once accepted the olfer. 

Th(^ duty J had to perform under tlu' minister was 
not an onerous one. I was to attend the (.e)url twice 
a day to pay my r(’sp(e‘ts cither to tlu' Kaja, or the 
minist('r, or both. I was obliged to le'ad and write 
for them only thieei or four h'ttc'is a month, and 
sometinn^s in tlu^ al’ternoon had to ])lay a game or 
two at chess, in Avhich I was obliged to be Ix'atcu. 
'The ininistc'r, 1 confess, was a better player than T, 
but every third or fourth game would have bci n mine 
if he had been just ; but, alas ! he was very unfair on this 
subject. AVdienever I succeeded in taking his epuH'n, 
or in obtaining another advantage over him, by sacri- 
ficing a piece or two of my own, he asked me to 
give him the queen or to allow him to take the move 
back ; and finding it beyond my rank to refuse or 
reject his request, I always granted it, and was van- 
quished in consequence, at whicli his rejoicings werri 
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great and niy mortification greater. lie was also 
clever enough to check every opportunity that might 
have tended to my rise in the opinion of the prince. 
At this conduct of his I could not help being dis- 
gusted. 

After the wedding with all its splendor and 
])rince]y pomp was over, all of us were first invited 
to the palace of llis Highness the Sindhiah, feasted 
with the most delicious dinner, and gratified with 
excdlent music and dances. If is Highness being 
bridegroom, could not, according to Asiatic custom, 
ajipc'ar to the giic'^ts in person, but all the nobles 
ol‘ his Court su])erintemh‘d our (‘iitertaininent. Valu- 
able dr('ss('s were tlu'u jirescnted to every one accord- 
ing to his merit, and afterwards atr and rose-water, 
witli b('tel-lcav(js covered with gold, as a sign of dis- 
mi>sal. 'lh(‘n all rc'tired except tin? bridegroom, who 
('iiti'ianl the apartment assigned to him in the palace, 
lor the ('ujiiymcnt of sweet repose, etc. 

A v/eck ^ after the above final eiitiTtainment, pre- 
parations for our return being made, we left the 
(!amp of Sindliiah two months after our arrival. Our 
small camp now bc'came a large one, being dignified 
with an elephant, and horses with bejewelled trap- 
pings, and tumbrils carrying jewels and treasures, 
magnificent pavilions for the seraglio, and domestic 
attendant-’ of both sexes. A strong escort under an 
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experienced INIaratlia olliccr attended us, and we pro- 
ceeded on by continual marches towards home Avith 
the precious prize, and safely readied our destination 
in seventeen days. 

Another event greatly added to my disgust at my 
situation under the Marathas. The dresses, etc., -given 
to the persons of rank on the niglit of tlio last (ai- 
tertainment were immediately upon our return liome 
collected by the minister’s people and deposited in 
the Government treasury, for the purpose of taking 
a despicable advantage, highly unbecoming tlic cha- 
racter of those Avho assume the title of Sarkfir, or 
the head of a State. These dresses, etc., Avt'rc ex- 
chang(‘d in the market for sonu' of loAver jirice, which 
Aver(' distributed amongst all, before heaving the camp 
of llis lliglincss. As for myself, 1 was left unnoticed, 
in anxious expectation, until Ave had reaclu'd more 
than half Avay toAvards home. On the day of our 
halt at Bhilsa a clerk came to me Avith a servant 
bearing a bundle, Avhich, after seating ^ himself by 
me, he opened, and taking out a turban and a 2)air 
of shaAvls, lu' delivered them over to me Avith the 
minister’s compliments. I found them far inferior 
to Avhat I had received from the original donor, and 
besides missed a necklace of pearls, Av orth about two 
hundred rupees, which accompanied my dress. I 
asked the man if he kncAV any reason for the rescr- 
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vatioii of tlu' first article of the tlirc(' presented to 
me at the Court of Sindhiah. lie replic’d in the 
negative, with a scornful smile at the conduct of the 
autliorities, hinting in figurative language, to avoid 
being understood by his comjianion, that the calamity 
was gruieral one. Being obliged to submit to the 
treatment, I received tlie present, as he advised me, 
with an ('xpri'ssion of ficigned gratitude. Sucli mes- 
seng<‘rs, hearers of a present from superiors, accord- 
ing to the usage of tlie country, expi'Ct a reward from 
tlie rcci|)ient before' they leave him, 1 thcn'fore dis- 
missed th(' d('putation more than usually j)lcascd u itli 
me. 1 offered tlu'in tlie present itself, but they hav- 
ing declined to recenve* it, I gave them a handsome 
sum ill money, more' than the'ir expectation, in order 
that their master might be inlbrnu'd of my generosity 
and iiuh'pcnde'uce'. In short, in a very few days 
more, having reached home, I te’iuh'rcd my resig- 
nation freim the service, and am ])roud to say neither 
the minister’s remonstrance' against this measure, 
which he said was an imprudent one, nor his offer 
of an increase of salary, could dissuade me from my 
determination ; and I again became free and inde- 
pendent for a short time. 

T passed a few idle days at home after obtaining 
my dismissal from the service of the Marathas, dur- 
ing which time Sir David Ochtcrlony visited our 
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to^Yii to sec the Ilajii, perhaps on some political matter, 
under pretence of congratulating liiin on his marriage. 
On this occasion tlie old and renowned general paid 
a visit to the shrine of our ancestor, and gave us a 
handsome present in money. His meed to us ex- 
ceeded that of Sir John Malcolm’s, but his visk did 
not create that general pleasure in our hearts which 
Sir John’s alluring and amiable conversation had 
done. 1 read several Persian and Arabic inscriptions 
upon the gates of this shrine and other ancient places 
to His Excellency, in which he found me surpass 
his two learned native Persian secretaries, Karani 
Ahmad and Hafiz-u’l Husain ; for, having the advan- 
tage; of being a native of the place, I knew them 
almost by heart, whereas the secretaries were obliged 
to collect and spell the words before they could read 
tlie inscriptions, Avhich were in a peculiar flourish- 
ing hand. In the course of reading one of the in- 
scriptions with fluency. His Excellency checked me, 
and questioned me to show the spot of sonu; parti- 
cular words I read to him. J pointed out the exact 
])lac(' and number of the lines. This pleased him 
much, and, after tli(' Avork Avas OAxr, I Avas honored 
Avith a suitable rcAvard. 
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CJIAlTEJt VII. 

U()iiil):iy, — I (li'irolie :i porter.— The mo>fiu(3 of /acliaria?. — Dcliglils of 
a jvass!\ij(‘ l)o:il . — L':iu\\oll. ---Puna. — Parhal i.— Aiir.»n^/A'1)’s 
:in«l wittiei^m of Niainni Khan.— 1 marry and r(‘pent.— Mono- 
{'aniists rrrsns r(<l>i4ami^ls.— A Sutlec. — The Hindu religion origi- 
nally pure.--! relurn to Surat. — A ralue '-Indies.— Tlio liij.di pri("'t of 
tli(j Horali'^. - Paradi.'-e liekets.— Kndtni \V'. J. Kastwiek- his fe\(‘r. 

Dr. It . - Azrail’s as.'-i.sfant. Tankaria, IJandar.-KuM^ni Eust- 

wiek appointed to Lord (dare’s liody-j.mard. - Ikiroda.— Abu. 

Afti:r liaving left llngliunuth Rao Biijiu, F re- 
mained at home for four inontlis ; and then feeling 
myself tired with the monotony of liomc, in the early 
part of the year 1823 I ugain thouglit of taking 
English scholars as a first .4ep to advancement in 
the world. To obtain this einphiymcnt I rc(piired 
SOUK' English friend^ and as I had none in my 
native ])rovince, 1 inquired after the bth Regi- 
ment and my I’ornier scholar^ whom I had left at 
(logo; and being informed of their being stationed 
at vSatara, 1 dt'tcrmincd on proceeding thither. On 
consulting iny map, T found tlu' nearest way to be 
rid Ivhandes ; but the high nunintaiiis and thick 
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forests, infested both by robbers and wild beasts, and 
the disturbed state of the country 1 had to pass 
through, discourag('d me from adopting that route' ; 
so I decided on the circuitous way, vid Baroda, Surat, 
and Bombay. And again leaving liome 1 reached 
Surat in twelve days, whence I embarked on lioard 
a native boat for Bombay, of wliicli ])lace I had 
read and heard much. A favorable wind carried us 
smoothly over the sea, and on the fourth day of 
our departure from Surat we had tin.' pleasure of 
seeing the island of the Presidency, surrounded first 
by the «ca water, and then by lofty and handsome- 
looking hills, except on the western side, which over- 
looks the vast sea as far as your ('yesight can extend. 
On entering the harbor I was astonished at the siglit 
of a multitude of ships, some of them like* floating 
castles. The first sight of the innumerable masts and 
riggings from one end of the liarbor to the other 
would lead one to think that it was an extensive forest 
of vessels all round the town. Our small boat really 
lost its consc([U(’ncc in my mind, as its proportion 
to the other vessels was no more than that of a sparrow 
to a phcciiix. The magniiicent view of the casth*, 
encircling haiidsoujc and lofty ('dilices, ([uite (]ifler( nt 
from what I had ever seen yet, theji attracted my 
lUention, and the <(:cnc altogether was a. cliarming 
one. 
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Th(! iippcaviincc of JJombay Castle Avas (jultc new 
to nio^ being built oi‘ stone aften* tlic European style, 
the Avails very strong and thick, though not high, Avith 
battlements flat and sloping outside. The broad and 
<h*ep ditch filled Avith Avater, and the strong gates Avitli 
drawbridges, gave the place an air of impregnability. 

In the castle are the Christian cathedral and the 
dockyard. The 1‘oriner is Aveekly visited by Christians 
of every class for their divine service every Sunday, 
that day being their Sabhath. In the latter are em- 
ployed al)out one thousand persons of every caste in 
building and repairing ships, etc. Thus they obtain 
their livelihood, ])eing Avell paid by Government. 
Nobody is pia'ssed to Avork Iku’c Avithout Avages. 

History^ informs us that this ])lace, noAV rising to 
bi’ an emporium of the East, Avas no more than a 
fishing toAvn of little or no cons{M^uence in the dis- 
trict of Aurangabad. Aboiil the yt'ar 1499, A.i)., after 
\ asco de Gama’s arrival, the I’ortuguese, being struck 
Avith llie beauty^ of the place and the superior excel- 
lence ol its sale harbor, resolved to obtain it; and it 
came into their hands in the year 1580, A.])., during 
the reign of Ilumayiin, A\ilhout much difhculty, as 
the viceroy of Anrangabad did jiot consider the sub- 
ject Avortli his notice. 'Ihe proud and ambitious Por- 
tuguese tlu'ii having built the forinidahlc castle to 
the Ushing toAvn, it began to assume conseciuencc ; 
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and the confused state of the country during that 
time of disturbance inducing the neighbouring popu- 
lation to take shelter under the new patrons, who 
seemed to he just, and hir from a tyrannical sect. 
Upon this, inhabitants of the neighbouring districts 
flocked daily to this place of security, and ii soon 
became a city, hut a very unhealthy one, on account 
of the site being intersected with numerous small 
streams, filled and emptied by the flow and ebb of 
the tides, and the putrid damp proved very injurious. 
The Portuguese, however, retained it about one hun- 
dred and thirty-one years, till 1(501, a.u., wIkui it was 
ceded by them to the English Government, to King 
Charles the Second, as a part of Queen Catherine’s 
dowry. Even at this time the town was so poor 
that it was leased to the Honorable Company for 
one hundred rupees per annum. 

On being landed at this capital, a porter unknown 
to me seized upon my small luggage, and ran with 
it among the crowd. Poor man, he j.lid this to 
secure employment with me, without any bad de- 
sign ; but I, not being accustomed to such persons, 
mistook his favor for an outrage, and ran after him 
to recover my bundle ; and after a good smart run 
I succeeded in catching hold of the back part of liis 
langoti, the only defensive and ornamental dress lie* 
had on liis body, and I am sorry to say that it, being 
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very old, gave way, and at the first pull the whole 
concern came off in my hand. The custom-house 
officers and others laughed very heartily at both of 
us, to our gr(-‘at annoyance ; but the good-natured 
porter, taking very little or no notice of the matter, 
sat down upon the ground and re-arranged his scanty 
dress in a minute, telling me at the same time it 
was not my fault, but the cursed cloth’s weakness. 
“ I bought it,’^ said he, “ only two years ago, and 
it is now worn out ; whereas my former dresses lasted 
for five years at least.” 

The luggage having been examined by the custom- 
house authorities, I entered the town with my good 
porter, and to my great sorrow, on inquiry I found 
tiiat there was no place in that city for travellers to 
put up ; that private lodgings were also not obtain- 
abhj unless one month’s rent were paid in ad- 
vance, a thing beyond my means to afford. In this 
difiiculty 1 asked my naked friemd the porter’s ad- 
vice, and at iiis suggotion 1 ])Ut up in a mosque 
called llaji /acharias’ Masjid. llcaa' 1 W'as treated 
by the servants of th(‘ llaji himself with resp(‘ct and 
hospitality. 1 Avished to have the j)lcasurc of seeing 
the founder of this mosque, the lliiji, of whose 
benevolent character 1 hail heard much Avhilst in 
Bombay ; and on inquiry 1 Avas informed by his ser- 
vant, who waited on me, that the llaji often sat and 
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talked with me after prayers. Indeed, 1 recollected 
cT man liaving done so, but never taking him for that 
grc'at man, 1 ahN ays slighted and despised him for 
his clownisli maniu'rs and coarse dress and conver- 
sation, instead of acting politely towards him. 1 
regretted much having been so rude to a man ^^ho 
treated me with hospitality, yet could not but impute 
part of the blame to his own rude dress and manners. 
It being, however, incumbent on me to apologise for 
the past, I repaired to his office, where' 1 found him 
squatted down on an old cushion spread on the 
floor, with an old bolster jhllow bf'hind his back, 
whilst his servants and attendants, being smartly 
dressed, every one of them excelled his master in 
appearance. There were also Englivsh genthunen, a, 
captain and his second officer, belonging to one of 
his ships, standing there, hat in hand, pcrha])s ior 
his orders. T'lu'se were going to be given wlum I 
arriv('d. I was received with much civility, and 
seated next liim. I begged pardoii for Imving unin- 
tentionally slighted him in his l‘ormer visits to me, 
which I assured him was owing to ignorance oi‘ his 
station. lie replied bluntly, that being made of 
humble dust bis duty was to b(‘ himdjle. I tlicn 
asked him to furnish me with a })assport, as without 
such security from a person of conscquejice nobody 
could go out of Bombay at that time. Upon this 
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he told me to take my oath that 1 was not imposing 
upon him in this matter ; and on my having done 
so, he ordered his people to give me one, which 
being immediately written out, was signed by him 
and delivered over to me. I then, liaving oftcred 
my thanks to him, returned home to the mosque. 

After about four days’ stay at Bombay, I embarked 
on board a small native boat to Panwcll, about twenty- 
one miles from Bombay : we started at five o’clock, 
p.m., and arrived at six o’clock the next morning. 
This short voyage may be considered a trifling one 
by inexperienced })crsons ; but, ])y Heaven! it W'as 
a severe ordeal for me to go through, and I warn 
my readers not to attempt it oti any account in a 
native vessel of the ferry contractors. If tlicy do, I 
am sure they will have to experience' what I suffered. 
The vessel was crowd(?(l to its ( very inch with men, 
women, and children, of all classo and descriptions, 
crammed together ; its ballast I ])elicv(‘ beiiig com- 
posed of fd'ihy mud and rotten fisli, wliich diffused 
such an (dlluvia as to try the brain of a currier him- 
self; besides, it being an unusual sultry night, though 
in the month of March, all the crew falling into a 
perspiration imparted no pleasant smell. Their bodies 
thus being drained, a general cry for water was raised, 
whicli, being brought to the lips, was not only found 
warm, but strongly impregnated with the smell of 
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the ballast. A host of flies and buG^s penetrating our 
dresses with impunity, engaged themselves in biting 
and sucking our blood. Their number was so 
great, that if one was killed the vacancy was im- 
mediately filled up by half a dozen others. The 
open part of the body was attacked with mosquitos 
and cockroaches ; the former buzzing about the head 
inflicted an occasional sting, and the latter in flying 
from one direction to another came slap every now 
and then against the face and neck. To crown all, 
the boatmen wearied our lives out for a present in 
addition to their freight, which tlicy had already re- 
ceived in advance. One of them went round, hold- 
ing an empty cup before every passenger, to icceive 
the extortions, whilst another, standing upon a keg 
placc’d near the mainmast, preached as follows : My 
friends, be cliarital^le, tliat you may reach the shore 
in safety. You know your dangerous situation ; there 
is but a small plank between you and death, and a 
slight blast of wind may destroy all of us in one 
moment. Wc exert ourselves in saving your life and 
property ; do not therefore withhold a small donation 
from us. Be charitable and good, that God may 
soon release you from this difficulty.” The poor 
credulous passengers, thus being imposed upon, sub- 
scribed something a second time to the villains, until 
the man, or rather the brute, held his cup before 
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me, when I spoke to him sternly, thus : I have 

paid my passage, and will make no eontribution for 
those who never washed their boat, and have no 
idea of tiic coiiifoit of otliers.” Jlc'aring this unfavor- 
able r('i>ly, he turned to his comrade on the cask : 
“ Lo()k at the insiinity of this young man,” said he, 
complaining about the boat being unwaslu'd and 
himself uncomfortable; he docs not see that the boat 
on the surface* of the watc'i* is continually washed, 
and he is uncomfortabh* because he is not drowned.” 
'rids unreasonable language of his kindled up the fire 
of my rage, and gcttifig up from mv place, I bade 
him hold his tongue or he should see the cons(’(|uencc. 
This remh'red the* b('ggars mild, and then the un- 
manly man on the; cask sang out, ‘‘ Ja'ave that gentle- 
man alom*, W(' have got otln'i* worthy, liberal, chari- 
table, and good people to <'Xtend (Uir humble hands 
to.” My just words, 1 am gl.ul to -ay, produced the 
de>ir(’d elfcct ; nobody, after having In ard my speech, 
wouhl pay anything to the rogues, but all of them 
joined with me in reproaching tl:e rascals, whose 
fallacious logic thencefoilh j)iov('d fndtlcss. 

On landing at the tt>wn of raiiwcll, of the district 
of Konkan ((Joncan j ('arly in the iiiorning, I ran to 
the land like an imprisoned bird escaping from his 
cage. Jlcre I took one day’s rest under an umbra- 
geous banian tree, enjoying the free air of the Konkan 
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combined with the hue sea breeze, and had all my 
clothes and self well washed and cleaned, after my 
four days’ stay in the then filthy town of Bombay 
and one night’s voyage on board the filthiest of boats. 
The next day I took my way to Puna, about seventy- 
one miles distant. The road was excellent, 'mostly 
shaded by the forest trees as far as the pass, and 
being built and cut all the w’ay in the mountainous 
parts by the English authorities, except the Ghat or 
Pass of Khandala, about thirty miles from Pan well. 
This pass is not a very high one, being about two 
thousand feet above the level of tlie scat ; but the 
natural acclivities being left unadjusted by man’s art, 
it was then quite impassable' for wlu^eh'd cairiages, 
and most difficult for quadrupeds to ascend with their 
loads. Prom Pan well, in three days’ easy marches of 
a])out twenty-five miles a day, I readied the ex-capital 
of the JMaratha power, namely, the city of Puna, 
formerly in the' province of Aurangabad, but latterly 
under the JMarathas. The late Pesliw-a’s dominion 
in the Dakhan being invaded by the English in 1818, 
this became a British district. The appi'arancc of 
the city is not unlike that of Ujjain, but the material 
difference between the two is, that Piina is surrounded 
by hills. The castle of this place, which is called 
the palace, is quite unworthy of notice ; it is more 
like a gaol, having only one entrance, and thick 
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high walls angulated with four round towers. On 
entering the town by the northern side of it, we 
crossed tlie river Milta, which, at a little distance 
from this, joins the river Mula, and tlie place of 
their junction is denoniinated Sangain, where the 
house* of the Ilritish resident stood in the time of 
tlie Feshwa. I halted here for two days to see the 
city, about tin* wealth and splendor of which I 
had heard a great dead. On p('rsonal examination 
I was (juite disappoint eel, and was informed hy the 
inhabitants that tin* splendor had departed with its 
former master. ‘‘ d'liose markets,” said they with a 
melancholy tom*, where heaps of golden coins, 
strings of ])(‘arls, and caskets of precious ornaments 
were* exposed for salt*, are now^ all desertt'd.” The 
amount of the ])opulation of the city at this time is 
said to have been reduct'd from half a million to 
about one hundred and twelve thousand persons, on 
account of the banishment of the reshwa and the 
consetjuent dispersion of Lis armies and emigration 
of the pt'ople. 

It having occurred to mt* to ascend the lYirbad 
Hill to have a full view' of the city at once, I em- 
ployed a guide for the purpose and soon reached 
the summit. It commands a view of the whole city, 
with its environs and a beautiful landscape of the 
town, the English camp, and the suburbs, ornamented 
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with nine lakhs of mango trees planted by the Peshwa, 
called nau lakha bagh.” 

The next day I left Piiiia for Satara, the place of 
my destination, which, being about fifty-six miles dis- 
tant, I reached in three days by easy marches on the 
30th of IMarch, 1823. Satara, originally beloifging 
to the province of Bijaj)ur, i-. sitiiat(‘d in a moun- 
tainous country, environed by lofty hills on tliree 
sides ; or, I may observe, the town is lying under 
and within the south-western angle of hills running 
in the form of a syphon, the southern leg of which 
is the short one, and is availed and towered, partly 
scarped and partly built into a hill fort, tlie emi- 
nence being about tw'o hundred and seventy-five yards 
high. The fortress is commanded from many places, 
particularly from the west. 

The sight of the fortress reminded me of the anec- 
dote of Aurangzeb’s able secretary, named Niamat 
Khan, wlio, on the morning o( the day when this 
fortress was stormed, w'as the first person to bring 
intelligence of its capture. On reaching the royal 
pavilion, he found llis ]\Iajesty sitting at the door 
of his tent anxiously looking at the fortn'ss and count- 
ing the prayers on his fingers, with his thumb at the 
root of his little fingnr : when the Minister performed 
his obeisance, the King asked him, What news?” 
— ‘‘I have glad tidings, my Lord,” observed Niamat 
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Khan, and added, extempore, the effect of your 
Majesty’s prayers has hccomc evident, as the fortress 
is subdued by the royal arms, the date of which 
achievement is shown by your Majesty s hand^ i»€.^ 
tlie fhigcis of Ills hand, with the thumb under the 
\\\^ \\tX\e tXve of a 

umt ^ov\r Uww'^ awii fVvaV ftvo yeax of 

the Hijra 1111, A.c. 1700. 

'fhe liritisli cantonment and the residency being 
about two inil(‘s cast of the town, I proceeded there 
and had tlie ])leasuro of seeing my old friend of 
'filial Shiim, Sikaiular Khan, now llavaldar Major 
of the regiment, with whom I put up in tlie lines, 
and found in him a sincere, obliging, and hospitable 
friend. 

'riie iK'ws of niv arrival was soon on its winsr 
through th(' cam]), and there being no otlnu* com- 
petent teacher tlicro at the time, I obtained six 
scholars, — a lucrative employment but hard work, the 
performance of wliieh took up all my time during 
tlic day. At night, as long as 1 could keep myself 
a^vakc, I studied English from the valuable works 
of Hr. J. B. (iilclirist. Thus I passed six years at 
tin's station, during which time, many young officers 
having [)assed in the languages by my aid, I ob- 
tained some reputation and a good sum of money. 

After a short stay with my good host, I did not 
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like to press on liis scanty means, wliicTa were hardly 
sufficient to maintain his own family, so I took a 
comfortable lodging in the town, where I passed 
my nights partly in my favorite study and partly 
in repose, the sweetness of which can only be felt 
by those who enjoy it after hard labor. • 

'thus 1 passed my time in quietness without being 
disturbed by anything excepting domestic affairs, such 
as the neglect of my servants in the performance of 
their duty and their treacherous conduct, attended 
with petty larceny in my house, where*, on my ab- 
sence* during the day, tlmy had uncontrol I(*(l autho- 
rity. These domestic troubles often embittered my 
thoughts and disturbed my peace. To r<‘medy such 
evils I felt tlie necessity of ha\ ing a pei\son to super- 
intend my liouschold and be* a, com])anion to me 
during some of my lonesennc hours. 

Thus being compelled by circumstances, on the 
2drd of September, 1821, I marricel a young lady 
whom I had known when in Kach, ,and Avhose 
destiny hael brought her hither some time bedbre 
iny arrival. Man is naturally deluded by tempta- 
tions, and in many cases he is not unele‘ce*ivcel until 
he finds himse'lf complctedy cntangleel in the iic‘t of 
trouble. In over-rating small evils we generally 
bring upon ourselves heavier ones. The dream of 
my happiness in the married state was but a short 
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one, and I soon found myself more involved in do- 
mestic anxieties than before. When a bachelor, I 
thought for myself only, but now I had to think 
for another person too, whose fate had joined mine* 
The repletion of my purse likewise began to be 
changed for d(ipletion ; and to crown all these diffi- 
culties, to my great sorrow, I discovered my new 
companion to be of a very pettish and hypochon- 
driacal temper, to which I had to submit in future. 

Such inconveniences can be easily obviated by our 
law in divorcing a wife, not only for crimes, but 
even if she is disagreeable. But who can have the 
heart to part with his faithful companion without 
serious cause. This bad practice prevails only amongst 
the lower classes of the people. A man of high sta- 
tion in life may marry four wives at once or gradu- 
ally, and may have as many liandmalds as he can 
support ; then from amongst such a number he is 
sure to find one Mdio gives liim every satisfaction, 
and the rest may be maintained without being re- 
pudiated, each knowing that she has only herself 
to thank for a rival in her lord’s aflections, as she 
ought to have made herself so dear to him that he 
could not have desired a change. Here I drop the 
grand subject of monogamy and polygamy, contro- 
verted between the doctors of Mohamedanism and 
Christianity. There are many things to be said on 
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both sides, but I will not enlarge my journal with 
these discussions. I side with my own law, though 
I have been a monogamist throughout all my life. 

One morning as 1 was sitting with Lieutenant 
E. M. Earle* of the 24th llegimeiit, N. I., who 
studied Persian with me (after having passed in Hin- 
dustani and Marathi), wc were informed that a sati 
(suttee) was going to be performed that forenoon 
at the village of MahoH, near the river side. The 
news startled my young friend as well as myself. 
We could not believe that such an outrage could 
be committed with impunity whilst a British llcsi- 
dent remained near the capital. We had hardly 
finished our conversation on the subject, when wc 
descried the ominous procession, attended with native 
music passing from the town, along the high road 
close to the Resident’s gate. Upon this, we ran to our 
horses and rode to the place of execution, which we 
reached in about half an hour in the heat of the 
sun. Another scholar of mine, by name. Dr. M. F. 
Kay, having heard of the sad news, presented him- 
self on the spot immediately after us. 

After waiting about a quarter of an hour under 
an umbrageous pipal tree on the bank of the river, 
the procession arrived and the Brahman carriers 

* This very promising young man was drowned in the wreck of the 
“Lord Castlcreagh ” 13th of June, 1840. 
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placed the bier at the brink of the water, so as to 
keep the feet of the corpse waslied by that element. 
The face and hands of the d('ad being exposed to 
view, we found the deceased to liavc been a strong 
well-made Brahman, about forty years of age. 

Ifaving examined the dead man we proceeded to 
the young lady, who seated herself under another 
pipal tree at a little distance within sight of the 
corpse, ready to immolate licrself on the pile under 
preparation near the dead body. She was surrounded 
by her relatives and others, about twenty persons 
in number. To these slic kept on talking and fore- 
telling many things, on being interrogated. She was 
handsome, about fifteen years of age, and her charm- 
ing countenance showed no marks of fear or anguish. 
Lieutenant Earle, being an cxcclhmt IMarfithi scholar, 
finding an opportunity, entered into conversation with 
her, and dedivered a very elocjucn: speech, dissuad- 
ing her most earnestly from thi^ horrid suicide, which 
he said he viewed in the light of a. wilful murder 
committed by tluj Brahmans, whose evil advice, con- 
trary to the pure Hindu law, enticed her to a death 
of torture in both worlds. To this her reply was 
but a short one. “ You may say what you please, 
but T will go with my lord. It was written in the 
book of my late to be his wife, so I must be his 
wife only, to the full extent of the meaning, and 
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that of nobody else. I loved him only, and can 
never love any one else with that primary sincerity, 
so I must be his true companion wherever he goes. 
Take you no more trouble, sir, about the matter. 
Peace be with you.” 

Lieutenant Earle now, at the siiggc'stion of Dr. Xay 
and myself, begged her to listen to him for another 
moment, so she turned to him, and he further observed 
as follows : INly good lady, pray consider over the act 
once more ; act not against your reason ; you must be 
sure that we are your friends and not your enemies, that 
we would save you from the horrid death by all means 
at a slight signal of your consent, and would make an 
honorable provision for you during your life.” And 
he added, You should try the expt'riment of burn- 
ing your little finger before committing your whole 
precious body to the flames.” Eut, alas ! licr fanaticism 
had advanced too far beyond the reach of this and 
such wholesome advice ; and with a scornful smile 
she told Mr. Earle that she was higlily obliged to him 
for his kindness, of which she did not stand in need ; 
that her word was one and unalterable. She then, 
boldly tearing up a slip of her handkerchief, dij^ped 
it into the oil of the burning lamp (usually placed 
before satis whether day or night), and tying it round 
her little finger, she lighted it up with eagcriie.'='s, 
and it burnt on like a candle for a little while, 
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and then diffused the smell of burning flesh, during 
which the young beauty talked on to the audience, 
without a sigh or sob to indicate the pain ; yet 
the marks of the blood’s rush to the face, attended 
with a profuse perspiration on her brow, betrayed 
her -feeling to our unbiassed and sorrowful mind. 
The fit of this enthusiastic frenzy is aided and main- 
tained, I believe, by the effect of some narcotics, 
particularly of camphor, a large quantity of which 
is administered by the liard-hcartcd Brahmans to the 
poor victims, which is swallowed up by them imme- 
diately after they have uttered their intention of self- 
destruction in the sudden impulse of grief at their 
bereavement. The effect soon spreads over the 
nervous system, stupefaction ensues, and the whole 
body is benumbed before it goes to the fire to be 
consumed. The pile now being ready, the corpse 
was washed and laid inside, and about half a pound 
of camphor in a bundle tied round the neck of the 
damsel ; she got up with her usual alacrity, invoking 
her gods, and rushed to the fatal spot in the same way 
as a moth to the flame. She then walked round the 
pile seven times, and having entered it, she placed 
the head of her dead husband in her lap, and her- 
self holding a burning wick between the big and 
second toes of her left foot, she set fire to the com- 
bustibles interwoven with the logs of fire-wood. Upon 
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her entering, the Brahmans began to stop the entrance 
with heavy pieces of timber, when Dr. Kaye, being 
much excited at the scene, could not keep silence 
any more. Though he knew very little or nothing 
of the language, he called out with as much fierce- 
ness as he could command, You scoundrels, this is 
not fair ; darwaza mat kholo : that is to say, do 
not open the door,’’ of course meaning the reverse. 
Such erroneous expressions of the good doctor, even 
at this tragical moment, produced a smile from most 
of the bystanders. Immediately tlie poor woman set 
fire to the pile, the Brahmans and others surrounding 
it began shouting out the name of their god, Eaind, 
and ordered the kettle-drums, flageolets, and cymbals 
that accompanied the procession to be beaten and 
played, and rent the air with their cries, in order that 
no cry of distress might be heard from the victim; 
and, as soon as the flames issued from all sides, they 
cut the ropes of the four corners of the platform of 
the pile with their hatchets, so the enormous weight 
of the firewood, falling at once upon the delicate 
girl, crushed her in a moment. In short, in about 
fifteen minutes time all the fuel became a heap of 
ashes, the music and the cries ceased, and the party 
of the executioners, being tired, seated themselves 
in calmness under the tree, in expectation of the 
embers being extinguished, that they might throw 
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the ashes into the river and return home. We then 
hastened to our own places of rest, sad and dejected 
from what we had seen. 

Kcligioiis, pure in their origin, in course of time 
beget superstitions, which give birth to such results 
as we, have just described. The religion of the 
Hindus in its origin is pure and sublime, as will be 
clearly seen from the books of their Ved, or theolo- 
gical works, which were in existence about 1800 
years before our era of the Hijra, or about 1100 
years before Christ. They consider the only Supreme 
Eeing to be the self-existing ruler of the universe, 
styled llramha. His first attributes arc the following 
Trinity : Eramha the Creator, Vishnu the Preserver, 
and Siva the Destroyer. Tliesc attributes have each 
a peculiar image, as a medium required for the 
material being to think of the immaterial being, who 
is one creator of all the visible and invisible worlds. 
He is tlie Almiglity, who rules and governs all his 
creation by a general providence, resulting from first 
determined and pre-established principles. 

From so sublime a sourct^ of the genuine principles 
of their religion runs the pure stream of their law, 
which strictly prohibits all tlic crimes punishable by 
the laws of the present civilized world. Besides, 
suicide, infanticide, and sacrifice of all kinds, not 
only human, but of any kind of animal, arc ranked 
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amongst the heinous crimes. But superstition and 
fables, and the selfish character of their priests, have 
in the lapse of ages produced immorality and cor- 
ruption to this degree, that the gcmcrality of the 
Hindus of this time are no more than infidels in the 
high opinion of their Vcdantces or thcologists.. 

During my stay at Satara I had the honor of seeing 
a great man amongst the English, whose high renown 
had often come to my cars from people of his coun- 
try and my own. This was the Hon. Mount Stuart 
Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, who paid his 
visit to the State for some political purposes just at 
the time when the celebration of the marriage of the 
Raja’s natural daughter to one of the sons of the 
Ghorpora of Puna took place. On this occasion all 
the gentry of the city being entertained at the palace 
for a fortnight, I was one of them ; and being present 
at the conference, I greatly admired the amiable, 
cogent, and comprehensive conversation of the Go- 
vernor with the Raja. It appeared to me as if the 
great man was talking to a child, sometimes correct- 
ing his ideas, and sometimes tossing them up from 
one side to another to see if the young prince could 
rc-arrangc them well ; but he was disappointed more 
than once in this respect. I recollect a remark of 
his in the same conference. The Raja had ex- 
pressed his desire to know the cause of Ills Excel- 
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lency’s talking to him in Hindustani, and not in 
Mardthi, in which language, observed the prince, he 
was as well versed as himself. Because,” replied 
the statesman, I speak Hindustani better than your 
Highness, and your Highness’ Mariithi must naturally 
be better than mine.” 

Six years I passed at Satara, during which time 
my lawful industry procured money for me sufficient 
to pass another period of six months without any 
employment. But having lost many good friends, 
both English and native, by the 6th Regiment being 
ordered to another station, I found myself dull and 
lonesome at this place. Besides, the climate of the 
Dakhan and the insipid society of the Marathas be- 
gan to prove disagreeable to me, and I thought of 
leaving the place for another more civilised one by 
the first ojiportunity. During my anxiety about leav- 
ing Satara I luckily had an offer from Lieutenant 
Webb of the Artillery, a very nice gentleman and 
an over-zealous Christian, who, having studied with 
me for some time, was ordered to be stationed at 
Siirat in charge of the garrison, etc. I readily ac- 
cepted the offer, and proceeded forthwith to Surat, 
which I reached with my family in April, 1828. 
My passage from Bombay to Surat was a quick, 
rough, and dangerous one. 

A vessel belonging to the same owner left the 
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harbor at the same time, having on board about one 
hundred and forty Bohras, invited by their Mulla 
(or high priest) to celebrate the nuptials of his sons. 
She was in sight of us for a few leagues, and then 
disappeared; and having at night encountered the 
severity of the storm, foundered about half 'vfay to 
Surat, and all the unfortunate passengers, instead of 
enjoying the festival, met with a horrible watery 
grave. I fancy the Mulla at this time had a good 
long list of dead disciples to send to his brother 
Gabriel for accommodation in Paradise. The custom 
of this schismatic class of Mohamedans is to receive 
a certificate of the priest for every dead follower, 
addressed to the archangel, recommending a place 
in the blissful region suitable to the amount of the 
fees paid on such occasions, which document is care- 
fully placed in the shroud of the deceased. 

I recollect an anecdote of a friend of mine. Dr. 
C. D. Strakcr, the civil surgeon of this place for 
some years. This gentleman attended the Mulla dur- 
ing a bad illness. Whcn.it came to the month of 
Ramzan (the Mohamedan Lent) the doctor told his 
reverend patient not to observe fasts until his re- 
covery, as that act of devotion at that juncture would 
prove injurious to his weak constitution. But the 
crafty priest, in order to show his religious zeal, 
observed that the omission of an indefeasible duty. 
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strictly ordered in his sacred book, must be the cause 
of a severe punishment in the world to come. 

To this Dr. Straker replied with the characteristic 
frankness of an Englishman, ^^No, no, Mulla Sahib, 
don’t you fear about that; I will give you a certi- 
ficate,* whicli, being shown to your brother archangel, 
will surely procure absolution for this necessary trans- 
gression on your part.” Tliis remark of the pure- 
hearted Englishman produced a smile mingled with 
mortification from the x^ricst, and the bystanders could 
not lielp turning their faces to laugh, especially two 
or three orthodox llohamedan servants, who were 
obliged to leave the room to conceal their mirth. 

At Surat I found more scholars than I could attend, 
so I W’as better off than in the Dakhan. 

I3y this time I may say my progress in English 
was not contemptible. I could read and write in 
that language well enough, and spoke it so well that 
some of my English friends often jestingly interro- 
gated me whether both of my parents were natives 
of India, or one of them Englisli, for my complexion 
and accent, said they, were different from the natives. 
In reply to such rude questions I thanked them with 
a smile, and said their compliments were more than 
I deserved. In Siirat I was blessed with the society 
of men of science and literature; but my limited 
knowledge of the Arabic prevented my enjoyment 
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of the same to its full extent. I therefore preimred 
myself to undertake the task of studying, at any 
expense of time, money, and labor, that, next to the 
English, most difficult language. 

I began the study accordingly with the persever- 
ance of a true lover seeking a fair damsel, cheerfully 
undergoing all the difficulties inseparably belonging 
to the pursuit of such an object. Again I passed 
my days in earning my livelihood, and a great jiart 
of my nights in applying my mind to books, and 
I am happy to say that three years’ hard labor pro- 
duced to me the sweet fruit of success, and I ob- 
tained a good certificate of competency in the Mo- 
hamedan law from Shaikh Taju’d-clin, the chief law 
officer of the Adalat, and another from a famous 
physician, Mir Isa, in the theoretical part of medi- 
cine. 

Amongst my scholars at Surat, I had a young 
ensign, by name W. J. Eastwick, of the 12th llcgi- 
ment, Bombay N. I., a very promising youth with 
an extraordinary memory. What he learnt once was 
always found indelible on the tablet of his pure mind. 
By my further stay with him, I found that his en- 
dowments, qualities, and mental qualifications were 
superior to his age and station. He was amiable, 
mild, generous, and charitable in every sense of the 
word, and his liberality rendered me quite iiide- 
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pendent of taking another scholar. He passed with 
me in both the Hindustani and Persian languages 
in a short time, and made himself master of the 
elements of Arabic Grammar in a comparatively short 
period, learning them of me during my few mornings’ 
rides with him. llis invaluable society became so 
precious to me that I remained in his service almost 
all the time of his stay in India, excepting some in- 
tervals, during which higher emoluments tempted me 
to leave him for some time, but the attraction ot his 
kindness again brought me soon to him. 

In the month of May, 18^9, being invited by en- 
sign John liamsay, of the 9th Pornbay N. I., I pro- 
ceeded to Sholapur, a distance of about four hundred 
and fifty miles from Surat, which I travelled in four- 
teen days, via Bombay and Puna, in the hot season of 
the year. My passage to Bombay was a pleasant one, 
and thence I hired a small boat to Panwell for myself 
and servants, avoiding the ferry contractors’ boats 
by all means,^ as experience had given me a good 
lesson in the year 1823 to do so. The desolated 
town of Sholapur, situated in a burning, treeless 
place, docs not deserve any commendation here. It 
is surrounded by a strong wall, to the south-west 
of which is an oblong capacious fort, built of stones, 
flanked by several large towers, and encircled by a 
deep ditch communicating with a large tank south- 
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amount to about twenty-two thousand persons. 

Although the Dakhan is hot, Sholapur T think is 
pre-eminently so, on account of its situation, where 
hot winds have nothing else to act upon except the 
poor inhabitants. On my arrival, I proceeded to the 
cantonment at a little distance from the town, where, 
at the house of my noble host, I met with a very 
kind reception, and remained there for about seven 
months, during which time that worthy and mag- 
nanimous young man having rendered himself com- 
petent in the Hindustani language, I returned to 
Siirat well rewarded, and was again received with 
open arms by my patron, Mr. Eastwick, in whose ser- 
vice I continued. 

In the beginning of September, 1831, to my great 
sorrow, Mr. Eastwick had a very severe attack of 
fever, for the first time, I think, since his arrival in 
India. The hot and cold fits alternately succeeded 
each other for five days, after which time he became 
insensible, sometimes for fifteen or twenty minutes. 
His life was despaired of by his English friends. I 
attended on him night and day, and, according to 
my little knowledge of medicine, I saw no danger, 
although the attacks were so severe as to deprive 
him of his strength entirely. So weak became he 
that he could not get up in his bed unaided. During 
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some hours, whilst free from fever, I gave him doses 
of lemon sherbet, which afforded him refreshment 
for a time. I encouraged him whenever I found him 
dejected, and impressed upon his mind the necessity 
of a change as soon as possible. My counsel, I am 
glad ^to observe, had its timely effect, and he pro- 
ceeded to Bombay, leaving his horses and effects in 
my charge. Had he remained two or three days 
longer, such a delay would surely have cost him 
his life, for I had found the medical gentleman. Dr. 

, under whose charge he was, to be one of the 

deputies of the angel of death. Ilis prescriptions, 
when taken to the native apothecary (a friend of 
mine), were sometimes laughed at and sometimes re- 
ceived with all the curses at his command. At the 
sight of them he generally said, believe master 
is mad, and if I obeyed him I should not only be 
madder, but an executioner and shedder of innocent 
blood.” On one instance, as 1 took the prescription 
myself to him for my benefactor under suffering, he 
took me aside and read the paper to me in English 
(as they arc usually in Latin), pointing out one of 
the ingredients, laudanum— -fifty drops instead of five ! 
Had this dose been inadvertently given to the patient, 
and taken by him, it would surely have produced a 
fatal effect, and he would have required no more 
anodyne, as it was termed by the doctor, for ever. 
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I brought the ominous bottle, which only contained 
five drops of the venomous tincture ; but even that 
I emptied on the floor, having obtained the consent 
of the invalid to my doing so, and I gave him a dose 
of sherbet instead. 

Poor Dr. drank so hard that he was a’iways 

half seas over.” For four nights he remained in 
the house along with us to look after the jiatient, 
but he overlooked him all the time. He sat up all 
the night at a table with a burning candle, a bottle 
of brandy, and a cigar case before him ; and he 
drank no less than a bottle a night, with glasses of 
which I had the honor of furnishing him at inter- 
vals with my own hands, as he requested nie, suc- 
cessively. As for the number of cigars, I am unable 
to give a correct account of them ; but the table in 
the morning was covered with ashes. 

On the fifth night, I am glad to say, my young 
patient was far on the sea on his way to Bombay, 
out of the reach of the doctor, and 1^ in my own 
house, no more furnisher of the forbidden liquor to 
a Christian drunkard. Not having heard from the 
young man for some time, I wrote to him, inquiring 
about his health ; and, receiving no reply for ten 
days, I felt anxious, and began to think of proceed- 
ing to Bombay in person. On the ^9th of October, 
however, I had the pleasure to receive an autogra- 
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phical letter from him, in which, after announcing 
his rccov(*ry, he directed me to go forthwith to Tan- 
karia with his horses and baggage, where he was 
proceeding in command of the escort of Lord Clare, 
then en route to Ajmfr. The orders were duly exe- 
cuted, and, meeting at Tankaria Bandar, we pro- 
ceeded in the retinue of his lordship. 

In five short and easy marches we found ourselves 
at Barofla, wliere we remained encamped a few days. 
His lordship was busy in paying and receiving visits 
to and from the Gaikwar. At the time of our de- 
parture, his lordshij) and all the gentry of his camp 
were, by His Highness, presented with costly gifts. 
]My share was a golden necklace, a turban, and a 
sliawl, and tliat of my cmiiloycr consisted of more 
valuable articles; but we, as well as others, were 
soon deprived of them by his lordship, I believe for 
the Govenimciit. On the evening of the announce- 
ment of our march for the next morning, I returned 
the couch kindly sent to me by a friend, with my 
thanks, and made my bed on the ground, placing 
my new desk of Morocco leather at the head to serve 
as a pillow, and went to bed. In the morning, when 
roused by the bugle, I found my bed strewed with 
damp dust, my skin excoriated in some parts, and 
my back irritated in others. I called my servant, 
who was engaged in saddling my horse. Mahdilli,” 
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said I angrily, ^^you have been throwing dust all 
over niy bed and self, in shaking the trappings of 
the horse near my bed in the tent/’ — ^^No, sir, I 
have done no such thing,” was his reply. When 
I took up my cloak it fell to pieces in my hand; 
the blanket was in the same state, and the bottom 
of my desk, with some valuable papers, were de- 
stroyed. ^^What misfortune is this?” cried I to 
Mahdilli, who immediately brought a burning stick 
to examine the cause, and coolly observed, ^^It is 
the white ants, sir, and no misfortune, but a piece 
of bad luck, sir.” Poor man ! in all misliajjs, I 
always found him attaching blame to destiny, and 
never to his own or my imprudence. 

By slow marches from Baroda, via Ahmadabad, 
we reached Disa, a large cantonment established to 
keep the predatory robbers of the neighboring wastes 
and mountains in check. From this we proceeded 
north-cast to Abu, at the foot of which grand moun- 
tain we halted for three days, his lordshij) being 
inclined to ascend the high region and explore the 
antiquiti(‘s of the place. So the next day, early in 
the morning, a select party of the gentry, headed 
by his lordship, began to ascend, along with whom I 
had the honor to go. Although I was left behind 
by most, yet during my ascent I overtook his lord- 
ship, in company with one of his aides-de-camp, 
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atout half way to the toji, both of whom seemed 
much fati. 2 fuccl, though they had their swing chairs 
carried along with them, which they mounted occa- 
sionally, and I could not afford one. Nevertheless, 
the aide-de-camp, probably envying my agility, asked 
me to lend niy fine strong walking-stick to his lord- 
ship. Seeing tliat it would be very impolite to re- 
fuse, 1 granted his request with promptness, and 
his lordship, having received the staff from my hand, 
tliankcd me for the loan (it should be termed a gift, 
as it was never returned), and seemed delighted to 
avail himself ol‘ the aid. 

1 remained with his lordship and suite as far as 
the Dailvara temples, and then, leaving them to 
themselves, I wandered about by myself for a little 
while. Upon tlic approach of evening — finding 
myself unprovided against huug(n* and cold, and 
disinclined to trouble my fellow travellers, as they 
liad only brought sufficient provisions for them- 
selves, and, above all, reluctant to eat of the bread 
of charity from the staunch pagans of the place 
— I commenced my return to the camp forthwith. 
Unfortunately, being overtaken by a heavy shower 
of rain during my descent, T got wet through 
and through, and reached home about nine o’clock, 
p.m., regularly exhausted. The effect of this was 
a severe attack of i’ever, but I soon got rid of it 



ABU. 


239 


by medical aid and the careful attention of my good 
master. 

This i\^bu is about twenty miles cast of the town of 
Sirolii, belonging to Kao Sewsingji, and is an ancient 
place of worship of the Hindus, especially of the 
Jain sect. Its height is about one mile above the 
level of the sea. There arc twelve known paths (by 
the natives called Pag) for the ‘ascent of this lofty 
mountain, of which that by Annddra, being considered 
safest, is mostly frequented by travellers and pil- 
grims. T'he village of Annadra is about twenty miles 
from Sirohi, and three from the foot of the moun- 
tain, and thence the ascent to a tank on the sum- 
mit, called Naklii Talaa, is four miles and a half. 
The tank, according to the Hindu legend, having 
been dug out with the nails of their gods, is termed 
Nakhi (nakha, nail ”). Anchorites and austere 
devotees inhabit the valleys and caves of the moun- 
tain about this tank, but they arc very rarely visible. 
In the month of August, when the sun is in the sign 
Virgo, bathing in this tank being considered by the 
Hindus a purgative of all sin, a great number of 
them from far and near then assemble there for the 
purpose. 

Two of the twelve paths are considered most diffi- 
cult. These are by the Kacholi and Nitori villages. 
In the first, the traveller, in many places, whilst using 
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his hands and feet like a quadruped upon narrow 
steps, if he looks upward, finds the proud precipice 
touching the summit of the sky, and if downwards, 
beholds the immeasurable depth, bottomed with 
nothing but darkness. A false step not only puts 
a pejriod to the career of his travel, but to that of 
his life too. 

The ascent and descent of the second j^ath is equally 
difficulty besides, it has a very thick forest, which, 
being infested by wild beasts, is more unsafe in con- 
sequence. One of the valleys of this path being con- 
sidered impregnable, the former 2)rinces of Sirohi 
have built a fortress there for their family and selves 
to retire to in times of danger. 

On the mountain arc thirteen villages, three of 
which arc in ruin, and of the remaining ten, Dail- 
wara and Achalgarh arc said to be the largest, and 
contain about seven hundred inhabitants. 

The Hindu temples, botli Jain and of the modern 
Siva sect arc numerous. Some of these sacred edi- 
fices arc very handsome and elegant in design. The 
marble of the ceilings and floors is pure, and that 
of the walls is so brightly polished that one can see 
his countenance in it. I particularly admired the five 
Jain temples, situated at the village of Dailwara, 
erected to Nemnath and Kakhab-deo, etc., the deified 
Jain saints. The ornamental work engraved upon 
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the pillars^ the ceilings adorned witli the lotus and 
jasmine flowers in has relief^ arc nature itself. In 
the rear of one of these temples there are ten ele- 
phants, and, at the entrance of another, the same 
number and one horse, all formed of pure marble, 
each about the size of a bullock, fixed in order 
on the floor. The labor and expense in procuring 
and conveying these large masses of stone to 
the summit of the mountain must have been very 
considerable. The founder of these fine temples is 
said to have been a banker, who, having no heir, 
applied the whole of his fortune in building and 
making these places and objects of worship in a.d. 
1243. 

One moiety of the revenues of this mountain used 
formerly to be taken by the liajas of Sirolu and some 
petty chiefs, and the other applied to religious pur- 
poses, such as the annual repairs of the temples, and 
provisions for the poor pilgrims, etc. Hut now Kao 
Sewsingji of Sirolii, after his ablution in the Ganges, 
has ordered the whole to be expended in charities. 
Our camp left tlic foot of this mountain the 2nd of 
January, 1832, and by slov/ marches wc reached 
Ajmir in another fortnight, about two iiiiiidiv'd and 
twenty-nine miles from Siirat. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Udepur.— Pali.— Poliharji. — ^Ajmir.— I return to Surat. — I enter the ser- 
vice of the Nuwab.— The intrigues of a petty Court.— My congd. 

The country beyond Abu is very sandy, with the 
exception of parts where spurs of the AravalH moun- 
tain render it rugged and stony. This very unfertile 
district, called Mewar, appears a vast wilderness, ex- 
cept three towns of some consequence, through which 
we had to pass, Udoj)ur, Pfili, and Pokhaiji. 

The first is the scat of the Sissodiya Rajputs, in 
Mewar, whose tribe is considered purer, and their 
rank higher, than other Rajputs of India. Their 
princes arc called Raiuis, and at their inauguration 
a spot of human blood is put upon their foreliead. 
How it is procured on such occasions is a secret ; 
but I believe a prisoner is generally killed to serve 
the purpose. The city is handsome, and situated on 
an eminence. The western side is adorned with a 
large lakt', having an island in the middle, upon 
which two palaces are built, where the luxurious 
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princes pass the hot season in the enjoyment of plea- 
sures of all kinds. 

Pall is a mart on the borders of the desert. I 
bought some European articles there cheaper than in 
Bombay. The inhabitants are wealthy in general, 
and there are above eleven thousand houses. 

The third is Pokharji, originally Pushkara, so called 
from a spacious deep tank, three sides of which arc 
built up with stones, and have flights of steps down 
to the water at irregular distances. The shores are 
adorned with temples. The town is not large, but 
the view of it from the eastern side is most enchant- 
ing. The 17th of January was the day of our arrival. 
The evening was cool and calm, and the aznre sky 
seemed in the twilight to shine with seven varied 
hues when I paid my visit to this romantic tank. 
Alone, and standing at a flight of steps, I mused for 
a while, and was liighly delighted with the beauty 
of the place. The sheet of water lay like a mirror, 
reflecting the lofty edifices which began to be lighted 
up. By degrees, as it grew darker, a multitude of 
lamps glittered round the lake, and were multiplied 
in the reflecting waters. I then returned to my tent, 
well satisfied, and amply repaid for the trouble I had 
taken. 

The next day, on the morning of the 18th, we 
reached Ajmir, the capital of llajputaiia, and pitched 
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our tents in front of the Governor General’s camp, 
at a little distance from the city. The two great men 
secretly coiisultc'd on some grand political subject, 
and the chieds of the lU'ighboriiig principalities having 
been invited, paid their homage to the ruler vested 
witlusii])renie power over India. We stayed at Ajmir 
about six wcf'ks, and then returned by Nasiiabad and 
Lunawara to IJaroda, leaving Mount Abu on the 
right, and ])as:,ing tlirougli a very thiclc forest and 
desolate country. 

I must not leave Ajinir without giving a d(‘scrip- 
tion of it. 'JTis ancient city, six inih's south of 
Pushkara, stands at the foot of the mountain crowned 
by the fortress of Tarugarh. The houses are of 
masonry, magnificently built, and the inhabitants are 
wealthy. Tdieir nunilx'r does not exeecul thirty thou- 
sand. After the cession of the ci^y to the British 
Government by Sindhiah, a civil ( ommissioner, Mr. 
Wilder, was put in charge', ae.d by good inanage- 
inent it soon became a rival of Jtiipur. A quarter 
of the city bears tlic name of liter’s bazaar, the 
architc'ctural uniformity and bi'auty of which is un- 
equalled in the citii's in these parts. 

Saiyid Tlusain Mashadi and Kluijah Muinu’d-dm 
Chishti, the two most cideb rated ^lohamedan saints 
in India, have their eternal repose here. The shrine 
of the former is on the top of the Ttiragarh hill, and 
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that of the latter at the bottom of it, adjoining the 
city. The Saiyicl, endowed with both spiritual and 
temporal powers, was governor of the place for 
Kutbu’d-din Ibah, then Emperor of Delhi, and it 
was during his government that the Khajah arrived, 
and made the place the end of his long journeys, in 
which, until his arrival here, he passed all his time. 
Being an accomplished arclun*, he was in the habit 
of passing many days without any companion in the 
wilderness of Persia and Turkistan, living upon the 
game killed by his bow, and employing his time in 
contemplation undisturbed by tlic noisy world. He 
was born at Sijistan, 527 a.ii., and departed this life 
at the ag(' of one hundred and eight. His intimacy 
with the Governor tc?rminated in a relations] lip with 
him, though himself a Sunni, and the Saiyid a Shiah. 
During liis sojourn at Ajnur he visited ])elhi twice. 
On his second and last trip Saiyid Wajbii’d-din, the 
uncle of the Governor of Ajnur, Avho resided at 
Delhi, was warned in a dream by his sacred an- 
cestor to give his only daughter in marriage to no- 
body but the saint of the time, Kliajah Min'nu’d-din, 
who having heard of this, observed, that though the 
time of his stay in the Avorld was nigh over, yet the 
sacred offer should not be refused. So the marriage 
took place, after which he lived for seven years, and 
had several children by his wife. 
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The large and spacious mosque near his tomb was 
built by the Emperor Jahangir, 1027 A.ii. The 
shrine is held in great reverence by all Muslims. 
The famous Akbar paid his visit more than once to 
the tomb Irom Agra, a distance of two hundred and 
thirty-two miles. He walked all the way on foot 
out of respect, and barefooted when in sight of the 
sacred place. Many Hindus, whose superstitious 
minds can be easily persuaded to any belief, pay the 
same respect to the tomb as true believers. Mahadaji 
Sindhiah, and Yeswant Eao Holkar, annually sent an 
oliering of money. Daulat llao Sindhiali, besides the 
usual gifts, had all the edifices thoroughly repaired. 
Thousands of xdlgrims annually come to pay their 
respects to the tomb. The prayers of some of the 
supplicants being granted through the medium of the 
shrine, and their hearts’ desire being fulfilled cither 
by chance or destiny, the effects are attributed to 
the miraculous aid of the saint. In such respects 
mankind arc like a herd of sheep, one blindly follows 
another. The inside of the mausoleum is both mag- 
nificent and solemn: the floor is paved with pure 
marble, the walls nicely latticed, the ceiling beauti- 
fully white and smooth. In the centre stands the 
tomb, covered with very valuable brocade. An ob- 
long square palisade of silver gratings is fixed about 
it, leaving a space of about three feet all round. At 
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the head of the tomb is jdaced a large silver censer, 
from which the smoke of the burning incense diffuses 
its fragrance all over the place. A somewhat higher 
than usual fee to the warden in attendance pro- 
cures admittance into the palisade, where the visitor 
touches the tomb with his right hand, n hicli he kisses 
with solemnity and retires. 

In the month of March, 1833, I returned to Surat, 
and passed some time with my family and friends. 

This year, my income being small, I began to 
practice medicine, in which, I thank lipaven, I soon 
obtained a good name beyond my merits, having 
administered medicine to the poor gratis, charging 
those only who could afford to pay. I took care 
not to take a difficult case in hand, but referred 
such to the Government Hospital. Eor fifteen months 
I was a doctor, during which time six hundred and 
sixty-four patients passed under my care, from which 
number six hundred and sixty* one recovered and 
three died, two of fever and one of cholera. 

In November I was blessed with a son, whom 
I named Kudratullah. His birth afforded me great 
happiness, but it was overweighed by the embar- 
rassment of my circumstances at this time. Burdened 
with the heavy charges of a nurse and the expense 
of alms and presents requisite on such occasions, I 
was under the necessity of bidding adieu to my pro- 
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fession as a physician, and, finding some scholars 
desirous of instruction, I resumed the office of a 
tutor. Having an offer of employment from Lieu- 
tenant H. ]loyc, at Ahmadabad, I proceeded thither. 
The young man, being gifted with a clear head and 
high talents, made himself perfect master of the Urdu 
language in a short time, and proceeded to the Pre- 
sidency, taking me along witli him. He passed an 
excellent examination before the committee, and re- 
warded me beyond my cxp(‘ctation ; so I returned 
home once more with a sum of money sufficient for 
about one year’s ('Xpenditure. 

In June I returned to Surat, and remained without 
employment for about three weeks, when His High- 
ness j\Iir Al’zalu’d-din Khan, the Nuwab of Surat, 
requested me to enter into his service as secretary, 

I readily acceptc'd the ofier, and was invited to break- 
fast at the palace, avIkui His Higliness declared that 
I was to be his companion for ever, and that for 
the present he had been pleased to fix certain allow- 
ances for me, the memorandum of which, bearing 
His Excellency’s signature, would be presented to 
me. He bade me not doubt of promotion when he was 
extricated from his present dilficulties and had van- 
quished his enemy, the (Jiiebrc (meaning the native 
agent of the Pritish GoverumciitJ. At the same time 
he prcsenti'd me with a very valuable pair of shawls and 
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the memorandum. Upon this I rose from my seat, 
and thanked him with a low bow. 

On r(‘aching home I found a host of mace-bearers, 
waiting servants, and musicians of Ilis Highness at 
my door, to congratulate me and to receive' some 
presents in return. I dismissed them, satisfied with 
my liberality in the glee of the moment. When at 
leisure, I referred to the memorandum, which ran 
thus : — 

Memorandum of the Monthly Allowances of the Mnnslit Lnlfullah 
Khhi Sdliih^from the Sarkdr of Ills Highness KamriC d-daulah^ 
Hashmal Jang, lialiddar, Nuiodh of Snrat, 

“Riipcos, fifiy-oiio in ready cnsli; TVoo Taldc; Dry Provisions for 
tlic Piuiiily ; one Horse, nitli a (.Jroom and two Peons always in attend- 
ance upon liiiii ; tw'o Suits of Clothes annually.” 

I found the stipend quite sufficient for a gentle- 
man of India blessed with contentment, and was 
satisfied with it, having the promise of promotion in 
view. I was 2:)unctual and regular in my daily at- 
tendance upon Ilis Highness, wliom I found quite 
pleased with me, and he loaded me with presents of 
every kind every now and tlum. 

His Highness was a gentlemanly old man, about 
fifty-three, only five feet seven, but portly and 
dignified. His complexion was brownish, and his 
manners and deportment very stately and pleasing. 
A Saiyid by caste, his grandfather was an inhabitant 
of Burhanpur, and of the sacred order, who came 
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to Sdrat as an adventurer in 1732. He managed 
to get himself married in the family of Safdar Khan, 
governor of the city at that time, and having pur- 
chased popularity and influence, himself succeeded 
to the government, llis descendants ruled until the 
134h of May, 1800, when the father of the Nuwab, 
my master, was obliged to surrender the city and 
the territory to his patrons, the English, for an 
annual pension of £15,000. Ecsidcs, he was kindly 
allowed by them to retain certain small privileges 
and the cm])ty titles of Nuwal). After the death of 
this Nuwab, in 1821, his son, my master, was placed 
by the authorities on the throne, and allowed by 
them to enjoy the stipend and immunities as before, 
without any change in his shadowy title and dignity. 
To this phantom of power it was my destiny now to 
swear fealty. I was informed by the minister of His 
Highness that the native agent, about two months 
ago, had behaved very disrespectfully towards the 
Nuwab in ordering one of his servants to be beaten, 
bound, and taken publicly, under a police-guard, 
to his court, merely because he was found drunk. 
His Highness at the time, being in the house of 
his minister, descried his servant in this disgrace- 
ful plight, and ordered the guard to be brought 
before him with their prisoner, whom he bade them 
release. This being done, in the fury of the moment 



I ENTER ON MY DUTIES. 


251 


he kicked out the guard, loading them with curses 
and imprecations. The native agent, who could not 
bear his magisterial authority thus degraded, was now 
working mischief by bearing tales to Mr. Lumsden, 
the agent, judge, and magistrate, all in one. 

I had now to reply to eleven of the agent’s un- 
answered epistles. His Highness took three days to 
read through the drafts, and then condescended to 
say he apj)rovcd very highly of the language, style, 
and spirit of the papers I had drawn, that his Hindu 
clerks could not write Persian correctly, and some- 
times it was difficult for them to understand the drift 
of the subject. 

The cloud of dissension between the Government 
agent and His Highness being, however, removed 
by a compromise, the native agent sought to regain 
favor, and soon obtained it. The Nuwab again 
began to send, almost every evening, his confidential 
officer to the nocturnal court of the native agent, 
and sometimes I myself was desired to go to him 
to take down his answers. 

For five months and a half I remained in favor; and 
then I found that some consultation was going on 
with the native agent apart and secret from me, the 
result of which soon manifested itself. By the close 
association of nearly six months, I found that the 
poor old Nuwab was a mere tool in the hand of 
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others; he had no intellectual power to judge for 
himself, he was fond of low society, and addicted to 
intoxicating drugs and liquors. Now he was induced, 
I strongly believe, by his base and malignant minister 
(a man vulgar, illiterate, and perfect in depravity, 
wbo at first was a menial servant to Captain Rankin, 
the fort adjutant), at the counsel, or rather instiga- 
tion, of the native agent, to plunder and sequester 
the property of the ex-minister. The native agent 
lent his aid in the ruin of his bitter enemy, the ex- 
minister, on condition that Ilis Highness should dis- 
miss certain persons from the service and fill up their 
places by those in whom he had implicit confidence. 
These were the secret consultations, and they took, 
effect very soon by tlui dismissal of the Diwan llar- 
dirfim Sahibram, a very respectabh' man, who was 
suddenly surrounded by tin' gii.ird in his office, and 
all the box(’s containing cash and records, etc., in 
his charge being instantly sealed, ho was told that 
he was dismissed from tlic service because he had 
secret communication with the ex-minister. Poor 
llardiram boldly replied that he had no secret com- 
munication with the minister, but a secret feud 
with the native agent, and that, from the date of 
the compromise, he ex^^ected to receive the treat- 
ment he now ('xpcricnccd. “ Cod is great, I am 
innocent, truth at last will certainly shine forth, and 
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guilt will have its due recompense/’ said he, and so 
delivered over the keys and departed. 

The next day the minister and I were deputf'd 
to go to Atmaram and oiler to him on the part of 
His Highness, the situation of Diwan. 

Atmaram, is the son of Kirpaiam, who ncgociated 
the treaty of 1800 , on the part of the Nuwab’s late 
father, Avith Mr. Jonathan Duncan, and managed 
to obtain a perpetual pension of three hundred 
rupees per menscmi, for himself and his descend- 
ants, from the IJritish authorities in return for his 
services. Kirparam’s family, ever since tlie treaty, 
Avere held in odium by the late and the present 
Nuwfib, Avho found out afterAvards that he had acted 
treacherously in that business of importance, and had 
sacrificed his master’s poAver and dominion for his own 
benefit. His Highness, therefore, had turned him out of 
the service. After the death of Kirpaiam, his son 
Atmaram, a man well educated both in Sanskrit and 
Persian became a hanger-on of the native agent for 
years, in the hope of getting an appointment suitable 
to his station in life. Besides his pension of three 
hundred rupees a month, he expended large sums of 
money in support of his interests, and got in debt to 
the amount of more than thiity thousand rupees. The 
native agent’s support at last procured him the situa- 
tion of DiAvan, the salary of Avhich Avas a small one 
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of only fifty rupees per month, but the great advantage 
was that, having entered the Nuwab’s service, lie had 
extricated himself from the civil jurisdiction, and no 
creditor, thenceforward, could sue him under the 
Regulations. 

With Atmaram, another crafty Hindu named Mati- 
ram, was appointed as accountant. This being done, 
the next thing was to get the ex-minister to put himself 
in the Nuwab’s power, and a message was sent to him 
requesting his attendance. 

The man, although vulgar and illiterate, having 
been raised from the grade of a bread seller to the 
rank of minister, yet, by instinctive sagacity, well 
knew the object of Ilis Highness, who was en- 
tirely under the influence of his malignant successor 
and the native agent. He, therefore, on receipt 
of the message, repaired to Mr. Lumsden and told him 
that he was then a British subject; and, being sent for 
by the Nuwab, his former mastc'r, under pretence of 
examining accounts, his heart misgave him, and he 
suspected a snare being laid for him by the peo2:)le 
about the Nuwab, who was a mere tool in their hand. 
Mr Lumsden referred him to the native agent, telling 
him that he had a letter from His Highness on that head, 
that he was sure the Nuwab could do him no harm, 
and that he would desire the native agent to make 
every proper aiTangement about it. Great as were the 
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ex-minister’s suspicions, lie could not mistrust the word 
of the British representative/so being obliged to satisfy 
himself with what had taken place, he made his bow 
and departed. 

The next evening he went to the native agent’s 
private court, where, having asked to be heard alone, 
all present were requested to leave, when the ex- 
minister seeing no alternative, except submission, placed 
his turban upon the feet of the man in power, about 
whom a few months ago he cared but very little. He 
then said, I have served my master faithfully for 
fifteen years, and have extricated him out of the diffi- 
culties of debt. I have conducted his affairs to his 
satisfaction, as more than once has been noticed to the 
British authorities in His Highness’ official correspond- 
ence. My fidelity and loyalty obtained for me all 
my wealth and property ; but, becoming the object 
of envy to all at my master’s court, they conspired 
against me and were bent on my ruin. I fear not 
the examination of the accounts, upon almost all of 
which I was prudent enough to obtain the Nuwab’s 
signature. I therefore most submissively beg your 
pardon for what occurred between me, yourself, and 
your late brother, and I take my oath to make 
reparation ; ” and saying this, he knelt down to him. The 
native agent heard all this attentively, and, taking his 
guest by the hand, seated him by himself. He gave him 
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all the comfort a politician’s tongue could afford^ and told 
him that he had not the least idea of what had occurred 
between him and his brother, and that he Avas liberal 
enough to liavc forgotten entirely if tlierc liappened 
anything in former times. 

.Next evening, the present minister and myself Avere 
ordered to attend at the native agent’s for his counsel. 
On our arrival tliere, all persons present Averc dismissed, 
and Ave alone remained in the private assembly. He 
then addressed me in his broken English, saying, the 
Nuwub Avas an ungrateful man, many a kindness had 
he done him, and many a fault covered for him in vain. 
He applauds,” said he, the acts of such Ioav, mean, 
and vile people as the horrid brute Avitli golden neck- 
lace next to you” (alluding to the minister my com- 
panion, Avho kncAV not a Avord of Englisli). I replied 
to him ill the same language, telling him that I, being a 
ncAV servant, knew Au*ry little of the character of His 
Highness, but that I believe d good acts would surely 
bring a good rectum at last. He then addressed him- 
self very politely to the minister in Hindustani, “ You 
may tell the ISuwab, Avith my best respects, that 
his adversary having at last submitted liimself, I pre- 
vailed upon liim to make himself present at the palace. 
You may send for him and do as you like, but take 
care do not be harsh in tlie commencement.” Turning 
then tOAvards me, he oliservcd that the question Avas a 
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simple one ; we were only to examine the accounts of 
His Highness with the man, asking him to give a 
satisfactory explanation of all the disbursements 
made through him, and wc should soon find him 
commit himself. After this we had some conversation 
with him upon different topics, and then, taking IcifVe, 
returned to the palace and explained to His Highness 
the result of our mission. 

During the time this was going on, I met with a 
most severe calamity ; that is, my poor son departed this 
life at the age of two years and three months. Poor 
boy, he suffered his fever and cough witli the fortitude 
of a man ; he took his doses of physic bravely, but 
without avail. The lance of grief pierced m} heart 
through and through, but the loss was irreparable, and 
there was no remedy except patience, patience, and 
nothing but patience, under the decrees of heaven. 

After this misfortune, I was left alone for ten days, 
and then was ordered to take two clerks and books of 
accounts to a small garden near the palace, where it 
was appointed for the ex-minister to undergo his exami- 
nation. I was to be strict, but not harsh, and to try 
my best to implicate the man somehow or other. Pro- 
vided with such instructions, I proceeded witli rny 
companions to the place where wc found the man wait- 
ing for us. I examined him in the best way I 
could for ten days, but he exonerated himself of all 
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the charges, showing the signature of ITis Highness 
to the (liffl'rcnt items. I'he minister hiniself some- 
times superintended the examination in person. We 
compared tlu.' honks of mercliants, to whom the 
payments v/crc made, witli our accounts, but found 
them correspond. I told my friend the minister, in 
private, tluit the man was innocent in my opinion in 
these accounts, and lie must look for another stratagem 
to criminate the object of his animosity. Could you 
not alter some of the items?” remarked he. To this 
my reply was, tliat my conscience was more precious to 
me than Ilis Ifigliness’ service, if I was to commit 

such nets of atrocity. Atrocity, d d nonsense,” 

rejoined he ; would you not be loyal to your liege 
lord in doing anything and everything for him.” 
'^Expect me not,” returned 1, to do anything against 
consci(‘ncc.” yoine unpleasant words passed between 
us on this occasion, and from thl^i time His Higlincss 
began to appear displeased and sullen towards me, 
thougli I alfected not to observe it. In the mean time 
I -went on with my duty of examining the man ; but, to 
my great astonishment, 1 found Mutiram, one of my 
subordinates, trying to over-rule me, and acting the 
part of a pros('cutor very authoritatively and harshly, 
instead of acting uiuh’r me in the proceedings as he 
hitherto bad done. He disputed the points wrongfully, 
and (piarrellcd with the man in very unbecoming 
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language. He said he cared not about His Highness’ 
signatures, wliich he believed to be either forged or 
taken whilst His Highness was sleepy or intoxicated. 
This line of conduct in my subordinate was highly ex- 
tolled by the Nuwab and the minister, and then I knew 
I was required to play a game beyond my capability* 

I then mentioned to the minister that it was quite 
unnecessary for me to attend the prosecution any 
farther, since Mutiram acted his part in the business 
very ably and satisfactorily ; that I was not uncon- 
scious of the treatment T had experienced from His 
Highness and himself for a few days ; and tliat I would 
resign the service next week if it was continued. 
This he heard from me very quietly, without uttering a 
word, but I was informed he brought it to the notice of 
His Highness immediately, by whom ho was ordered 
to consult the native agent about it the same evening. 
The time of warning given by me having expired 
without any amendment in the conduct of my master 
and superior towards me, I sent in my resignation, after 
serving His Highness for seven months and ten days; 
and proceeded in person to the British agent, to whom 
I stated my case, and told him that, having sent in my 
resignation to the Nuwab, I had become a British 
subject again. Mr, Lumsden remarked that it was 
wrong in me to leave His Highness’ service so abruptly, 
and that the poor old man, surrounded as he was by all 
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sorts of rogues and rascals, would surely be ruined by 
them. I replied that I could not help it, and that I 
would not endanger myself and family for the benefit 
of others. Saying this, I took my departure from the 
agent’s presence, and then paid my visit to the native 
agent down stairs, who warmly shook hands with me, 
and observed that he knew the object of my having 
seen the agent, and that I had done well in having re- 
signed the Nuwab’s service. ^^Thc old man/’ said 
he, is a patronizer of mean upstarts, who will not 
allow any good man to remain in his service.” From 
such and other phrases I perceived that he wanted me 
to impeach His Highness; but my reply to all was 
short and sweet, — that service and life were precarious, 
that nobody has read the line of his fate, and that I 
knew not wlictlicr I had acted right or wrong in re- 
signing. Saying this, I took my leave and returned 
home. 

After my resignation, His Highness sent messages, 
dissuading me from giving up the service. He would 
not rccal the peons, detached to do duty at iiiy house, 
for some time ; but, finding at last that my word was one 
and unalterable, he sent my pay that was in arrears, 
and called away his peons. In the meantime I resumed 
my old profession of a tutor to English officers, and 
was better off than with tlu' Nuwab. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I am appointed to an oflicc under tlic Political Aj<cnt in Kattiawar. — 
The Nagar Brahmans. — I resign oflicc in order to accompany Cap- 
tain Eastwick, assistant to Colonel Pottinger, lloj'ideni in Sindh. — 
Mr. Erskine presents me with a certificate and a Kaslimir sliawl. — 
I find three unexpected companions.— Sara, the fair Maiinuni.— I 
leave Bajkdt.— The of Nowanagar. — Dliarol.— The merry 

Gov('rnor of Juria Bandar. — Pleasant sailing.— Eia>ky monf>ters of 
the Beep. — Speculations of the Sindhis as to our purpose in coming 
to their country. — [ act priest at the idu’l titr.— March to fl\itta.— 
Description of Tatta. 

In the month of February I resigned the service of 
the Nuwab, and had hardly passed eighteen days with 
my scholars, when I received an invitation from Mr. 
J. Erskine, the political agent in Kattiawar, through 
Mr. Vibart, the principal collector of the Surat-Zila. 
I arrived at Ilajkot on the first of March, After a 
short stay at Kajkdt, I was apj^ointod superintendent in 
the neighbouring district of Eabriawar, on a salary of 
one hundred rupees a month. I, however, never en- 
tered upon my duties, being detained to investigate 
charges of corruption against some native officers of 
the political agent’s establishment. The accused parties 
were N%ar Brahmans, and they defended themselves 
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with so much ingenuity, as to turn the tables on their 
accusers. I was (Ictaiiiccl, in common with the rest, 
and was soon glad to avail myself of any opportunity 
to quit Kattiawar. 

In the early part of this year I was delighted to hear 
of my beloved inast(‘r. Captain Eastwick’s, return from 
England, llis regiment chanced to be stationed here, 
and lie soon arrived to join it, and again I had the 
pleasure of shaking hands with him, and found his 
heart as warm as ever. 

After a few week’s stay with his regiment, he was 
placed at the disposal of the Governor-General of 
India, and proceeded to Sindh, where he was appointed 
Assistant-llesident, under (Lionel, now Sir II. Fot- 
tingcr, a real man, wise as Solomon and enterprising 
as Alexander. 

Resolving to accompany iny forj.ncr master, I tendered 
my resignation to IVIr, Erskine, and received the fol- 
lowing certificate : — 

“ Rajkot Rolitical Agent's Office^ Kdltiawdr^ 

My 1st, 1838. 

This is to pcrtify, that Munshi Lutfullah Khrlii has been known to me 
for years, that from thobe^iiiiiim? of tho year 18,30 he has been employed 
by nio in various ca])a(’itics in the service of the II. E. I. Company, 
principally as a translator of Oriental documents. 

lie is master of the Persian, Hindustani, IVIarathi, and Gujarathi 
languages, besides having a knowledge of the idiom, structure, and 
details of the English language that very few Orientals have attained to. 

As an instructor in the al)ovc mentioned languages he is invaluable. 
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His intimate acquaintance with the European character, and his con- 
tempt for the follies and depravities of the ijaiivcs of India, render him 
a most valuable servant to the Ihitish (loveriiment. 

I believe him to be a man of iutej'riiy, veracity, and ability, to such a 
degree, that I have never elsewhere m-'t with his equal among those of 
pure Asiatic descent. 

I have given this paper to Munsh’ Lutfullah as a sincere testimonial 
to his excellent character and su]iia ior attainments, of which 1 have 
been a witness. • 

(Signed) James Erskine, 

P. A. Kattiawar.” 

On Friday^ the 23rd November, I repaired to the 
Political Agent’s Office to take leave. All iny office 
friends felt deeply for my loss, and we exchanged tears 
of parting with one another : they wc*re so obliging as 
to raise a subscription, and prcscnt(‘d me with a valu- 
able dress of honor. Mr. Erskim?, likewise, nuu^e me a 
present of a valuable Kashmir shawl, and poor Dr. 
Graham, since dead, gave me a small chest of medicine. 
So, loaded witli presents and good wishes from my 
friends and master, I returned home, with a heart jiartly 
beating with pleasure at having a wide field before me, 
and partly dejected at separation from friends, in whose 
society I had remained nearly three years.’ 

On my return home I found Parshotam Takkarsi, 
the head of the firm of that name at Kiykot, waiting 
for me. On enquiring the cause, he observed that he 
and his family, consisting of sixty-five in number, 
were all under obligations, for my having been the 
cause of the restitution of their property, ten thousand 
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rupees, carried off by a gang of robbers, who had 
wounded and killed three members of the family ; that 
they felt very sorry at my departure, and would not 
allow me to depart without my accepting a present from 
the firm ; saying this, he poured two hundred rupees 
out.of a bag and begged my acceptance of the sum. I 
thanked him for his too good opinion of me, which I 
told him was more acceptable to me than the coins : so 
saying, I dismissed him. Thinking I had considered 
the present too small, he returned to me again in about 
half an hour with a gold necklace, worth about five 
hundred rupees, which he begged me very strongly to 
accept. I did not like to hurt his feelings, so I took 
the necklace and put it on before him. I asked him if 
he was satisfied to see me in possession of his kind 
present. He was greatly so, replied he, and then got 
up to depart, upon Avhieh I took the necklace ofi' and 
put it on his neck, adjuring him in the strongest terms 
to accept it from me. The old iiuin, then in tears, said 
he was very sorry to meet with such a disappointment ; 
but I told him I would accept some sweetmeats from 
him for his satisfaction, and would always think of him 
on my way up to Sindh. 

In the evening three other visitors did me the honor 
of calling upon me, an old lady and two daughters. 
The eldest had passed the time of her charms, but the 
youngest, at the age of about eighteen, by name Sara, 
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was a consummate beauty. Although her complexion 
was salloWj her form and features were exquisitely 
handsome, shaped with the chisel of the Goddess of 
Beauty herself. But they were all three in a most 
wretched condition. They begged to be allowed to 
travel with the carts of my baggage as far as Juria, 
and I not only granted their request, but ordered my 
servants to take their small bundles of clothes, etc., on 
my carts. They then thanked me for the kindness, and 
the old dame began her narrative as follows : — - 

We arc Mohamedan cultivators, clan of Maimun, 
inhabitants of Bhiij : my husband was a man of wealth 
and consequence amongst the farmers of the province. 
The fruit of our union was these two daughters only, 
and no son. It pleased the Almighty God to take away 
my good husband, the father of these orphans, when 
my youngest girl was about two years old. After his 
death the government confiscated all our property, 
under the pretence of his having been in debt to it for 
the lease of the village to him for some years past. 
Some months after my husband’s departure’ from this 
world, my son-in-law, too, followed him ; and thus we 
remained helpless, without any asylum, for some years, 
pressed hard under the cruel foot of indigence, labour- 
ing in the fields of others for our livelihood. My 
eldest girl, unfortunately having been seduced by an 
English gentlemen, Mr. absconded, and left us 
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in a miserable condition, worse than before. We 
never heard of her until lately, when she wrote to 
me from this. The gentleman, her sweetheart, died of 
cholera on a sudden, and left nothing for her to subsist 
upon. >Shc had, however, about three or four hundred 
rupees worth of jewels, a part of which we have 
already sold for our maintenance ; and, not to conceal it 
from you, we have still something left, which we intend 
to apply in agricultural speculation on our return home. 
Tlic fiite of the young Sara is worse than that of the 
other. I gave her in marriage to a young gardener of 
Drdngdra. She lived wdth her husband for about 
two years, wlu'ii the career of his life was cut 
short, after which she remained under the care of 
her late husband’s sister, by whom she was considered 
an unlucky woman, as her husl)and died so shortly after 
the marriage. She was tyrannize<l over and maltreated 
to a great degree, and at last secretly sold by her 
remorseless sister-in-law to an old gardener of Limri 
for twenty-five rupees. I heard of her misfortunes, 
«md, coming to this place where slavery is said to be 
discountenanced, I sent her a message to cflcct her 
escape and come over to me. It is now about six 
weeks since she arrived. The gardener, her unlawful 
master, with a couple of peons, have also come here, 
and they arc watching an opportunity to seize upon 
the girl and take her to Limri. We heard of your 
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going to J uria Bandar, and now wait upon you to sccli 
your protection as far as that place, whence hy the first 
opportunity we shall go to our native land, where 
we shall pray for your long life and prosperity.’’ 

I listened to her tale with compassion, and told her 
that she and her daughters should consider themselves 
safe under my protection, being that of a British sub- 
ject; that they should not only be conveyed to Juria 
(where they could not be safe from the intrigues of the 
native States), but landed on the coast of their native 
land, free of expense. 

Poor creatures, they thanked me heartily for the 
kindness I showed, and started very early next morn- 
ing with my baggage. 

On the 24th of November, 1838, I left Rajkot, and 
arrived at Pardhiiri, eleven miles distant, about nine 
a.m. I met with a hospitable reception from the 
agent of the Zamindar. Pardliari, tliough small, is the 
principal town of twelve villages belonging to II. II. 
the Jam of Nowanagar, who is graciously pleased to 
continue the farm of it to the son of Fakir Mohamed, 
his late favorite *1 amadar, still in his minority. 

H. II. the Jam, though illiterate, is a high minded 
Prince. Ilis name — Ranmallji, hero of the field of 
battle,” coincides with his character. During my stay 
with the political agent, I had the honor of conferring 
with him several times on the part of the British 
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Government, on the subjects of boundary disputes 
and infanticide. On all occasions I was pleased with 
his manly conduct and sensible conversation. Though 
a .Tarcja chief, he has preserved a daughter. 

On the 25th, I left Pardhari at sunrise, and reached 
Dhrirol, the principal village, belonging to Jareja 
Bhupatsingji, at ten a.m. I was received with great 
kindness and hospitality. The chief himself did me 
the honor of visiting me at my quarters out of the town, 
in company with his son, a promising lad of about 
fourteen, his daughter, a very pretty young girl of six, 
and his guest, the chief of Aniran, attended with a 
numerous retinue, lie stayed with me for three hours 
engaged in conversation about tlie impending war with 
Russia. lie seemed to take an especial interest in my 
account of the Russian Empire. 1 satisfied his curiosity, 
to the best of my knowledge, regarding the customs, 
manners, and habits of Russians. 

On the morning of the 26th, I left Dharol. It was 
an unusually misty morning. We reached Juria, a 
very populous and large town, at half-past eight a.m. 
Here I was received with greater hospitality than I 
ever experienced in Kattiawar. The governor of the 
place, by name Ahmad Khawass, had the politeness to 
send his people to receive me. They conducted me to 
a very nice place, where I put up and made myself as 
comfortable as at home. A very good breakfast for 
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myself, and for all the people with me, had been pre- 
pared before our arrival. All of us jointly thanked our 
host for his goodness. Although his title is Khawass ” 
(which in Kattiawdr means slave”), yet I found him 
excel many masters, princes of the country. 

On the 27th, I was obliged to make a halt, as I bad 
several letters to write to my family and friends, and 
this was the last stage whence I could communicate 
without fear of the letters being lost. I sent away the 
Gaikwar contingent horsemen who were ordered to 
escort me as far as this place. I then went to the 
harbor, which is two miles from the town, to select a 
boat for my voyage to Sindh. The governor accom- 
panied me. I found the harbor a poor one. The 
number of the small vessels not exceeding the tonnage 
of 100 khandies (or 25 tons) was but 20. I took one 
of 60 khandies, or 15 tons. 

Dined with the governor at six p.m. My jolly old 
host commenced drinking, or rather sipping, raw 
brandy, an hour before the dinner was brought. lie 
insisted upon my joining him, but I could hot grant his 
request. The old man was merry by dinner time. In 
short we passed the evening very pleasantly. After the 
dinner was over lie showed me two magnificent palaces 
belonging to his government. The edifices, though not 
well furnished, arc of an excellent design. 

At my departure, he bestowed on me, on the part of 
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his master, a dress of honor, consisting of a very 
handsome scarf and a turban, both worth about 100 
rupees. I tried my best to decline the honor, but he 
insisted strongly on my accepting them, telling me that 
five days previous to my arrival here, he had received 
strict orders from his master upon the subject, and His 
Highness would certainly be displeased with him if 
they were not accepted. In short, I was so much 
pressed by the good old man, that I consented to re- 
ceive the things. Seeing that he was very fond of, and 
in want of U'a, I gave him one half of the quantity I 
had along with me, and a native saddle which he 
seemed to admire much, and of which I had no use for 
the present, having disposed of my horse. 

On the 28th, at eleven a.m., I left the town of Juria 
for the harbor. The governor a('companicd me to sec 
myself and the baggage, etc., safe on board. I saw a 
European priest just landed from Eliuj, and exchanged 
a few words with him respecting his journey to llajkot, 
etc. They say it is unlucky for a traveller to see a 
priest at the time of starting on his way, and it proved 
to be so in iny case ; for, whilst engag('d in conversation 
with him, the tide that would have carried my vessel 
out of the harbor ebbed, and wc were obliged to 
remain at tlie mouth of tlic creek until nine p.m., to our 
great annoyance. Not wishing, however, to keep my 
new friend, the old governor, exposed in the sun, we 
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parted, mutually expressing our best wishes for each 
other. I went on board at one p.in., and bade adieu 
to the Peninsula — the land of ignorance, opium- 
eating, and infanticide, and its one million six hundred 
thousand inhabitants and two hundred and forty-four 
chiefs — in the words of the good t)loughman of Scot- 
land, 

“ Efirewell my friends and farewell my foes ; 

IMy peace with these and my love with those.” 

Wc weighed anchor on the night of the twenty-ninth 
at nine p.m. It being calm, the night and day passed 
well. The pure atmosphere, the cool breeze, and the 
gentle exercise of sailing, produced in me a healthful 
exhilaration. I felt my appetite insatiable', and we had 
no meat on board, it not being procurable at J uria, 
where the governor alone killed sheep, and that secretly, 
not to offend the prejudices of his Hindu Jain subjects, 
who are generally the richest people. 

Early in the morning of the thirtieth, when I opened 
my eyes, I found myself at the port of Mandavi. The 
scene of nineteen years ago presented itself to my 
mind. The memory of my reverie when I stood there 
gazing nt the ocean for the first time, and my being 
startled by the bite of the dog, etc., came back, and it 
seemed as if all had taken place but yesterday. IVIy 
Tindal Junia, of the elan of Mianas or pirates, coming 
up to me, put himself in a complimentary attitude very 
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unnatural to him. " Well, Juma," said I, what is 
the news ?” Poor rough creature of the sea! summing 
up all the words of politeness he knew, which did not 
exceed live, he said, in his growling voice, that he 
would make a stay of one day there to try his luck in 
taking charge of some cargo for Sindh. He bade me go 
ashore and order my servants to buy provisions for five 
days, as he did not like to see me starving without meat. 

I thanked the good man for his kindness, and com- 
plied with his request, telling him that he might take 
my servant with him for the provisions, and put the 
three ladies on sliore at the same time ; as for myself, I 
told him a sore foot prevented my going on land, so I 
remained on board engaged wdth my book, whilst my 
friends proceeded to the town. 

At midnight, on the first of December, we sailed 
with a fleet of vessels carrying an English regiment. 
By the grace of the Almighty God, on the 3rd we 
passed the Ghori kichar,” an island of sand. A 
couple of monstrous sharks, each of them in size 
somewhat bigger than an elephant, came near our 
vessel ; they seemed to play with each other, sometimes 
one lying flat and th(^ other mounting it, and at others, 
one running after the other, passing under our vessel 
and going round it, in which act they often gave a 
shake to our boat, whicli distressed us and roused the 
spirit of our Tindal. lie said to me It is true these 
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brutes arc sometimes dangerous to tlie vessels ; but 
have no fear, they are as cowardly as huge ; 1 will soon 
remedy the evil.” Saying this, he came to the side of 
the boat and finding them floating along with us, began 
his remonstrances as if they understood his language : 

You arc kings of the sea, leave pursuing us, in the 
name of God and of tlic prophet Solomon. We are poor 
people, our vessel does not contain more than ten men ; 
go, therefore, to the other vessels, they are filled with 
fat soldiers of the Honorable Company.” Old Juma’s 
words, instead of j)roducing a good cflect, mad(' the 
animals more frisky and furious. spouted* up 

water from their immense nostrils into our ship, in 
addition to the former annoyances, and played at “ hide 
and seek ” round the boat with new vigor, from 
seven till about a quarter past eight o’clock, a.m. Our 
good Tindal then, having lost all patience, took up one 
of his ballast stones, very sharp on one side, pro- 
nounced the name of God, and flung it with all his 
might against the bigger monster’s head, inflicting 
a good blow, not unlike that of a hatchet. After 
the receipt of this compliment, the animal went down 
at once with his companion, without making its appear- 
ance again, and all of us jointly returned our thanks 
to the kind Providence for this narrow escape. I re- 
gretted much not having brought my gun with me. 

* From this it is evident the Author’s sharks were gram pusses. 
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** G1i(5i I Kichar ’’ is now a large sand bank, which, 
twenty years ago, was the site of Gliori Bandar, now 
all sunk below tlic wave. 

On our approach to the aforesaid sand bank, Junia 
desired ukj to taste the water of tlio sea, wdiicli I did, 
and to luy surprise found it on one side of thc‘ sliip quite 
fresh and sweet, and on tlie other very salt. On inquir- 
ing tlie reason, I was told tliat the strong current of tlie 
Indus ran so far uriinlluenced by the sea. Wc moored 
about nine o’clock p.m. ten miles olf Vikkar Bar. 

^th. It being dead calm, tlie whoh^ day was spent in 
reaeljlng tlie l)ar. Here w(' found twelve Jlritisli meii- 
uf-war, two steamers, and id)out one hundred hailelalis 
at aneljor, all of tlu'in bearing the British ilag and con- 
taining soldiers and supplies. i\ly Ifiend the old 
Tindal passed close by a vessel newly wrecked upon a 
sand bank. I told him the wreck warned us not 
to conu' too near, unless we would share her fate ; 
but the old ])iratc replied, that the Tindal of the boat 
must (dthcr have been blind or had some sinister motive 
to ■wreck tlu^ vessel, for all the banks here ■were known to 
(‘V(Ty boy of the coast. JNIoored at tlu‘ bar for the night. 

On the 5th we entered the mouth of the Indus, and 
on the ()th we arrived wiihin seven miles of Vikkar. 
There being a small village on the left bank, I went 
ashore.* to see it. ATsited the head man of the village. 
Conversed with him through the old Tindal, whose 
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mother tongue was Sindhi. The old chiefs replies to 
our queries were so loud that at first I thought he either 
took us to be deaf, or was offended at our intrusion. 
On asking the reason, Juma told me that notliing was 
wrong, but that such was the custom of the country. 
These people seemed miserable beings, living in such 
huts as the villagers of India have for tlunr cattle, 
without any partition. All members of the family — 
husband, wife, son, dauglitcr-iii-law, etc. — slcc'p in 
the same stall, upon one bed, the materials of which 
are no more than a mat spread over a little grass. 
Their food is a very coarse bread of rice, unth fisli, fresli 
or dry. They arc very fond of tobacco and onions, for 
which articles the head man begged. 1 inquired about 
the sy.>tcm of taxation in his country, and he infornual me 
that tax('s were mostly taken in kind, dhc agriculture 
in geiKU'al is confined to rice, which is produced in 
abundance. The cultivator gets one-fifth of the pro- 
duce, tlic remainder being divided into two halves, one 
of which goes to the Governnumt, and th(' other to the 
landholder. 

On the Till I landed at the cam]) at Vikkar, and was 
most hospitably received by my master and friend, 
Captain East wick. 

The 8th I ])assed in exploring the village of Vikkar. 
It consisted of about two dozen miserable huts, (k)lonel 
H. Pottinger arrived in tlie evening from llydrabad. 
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On the 9th wc removed our tents from the military 
camp, and pitched them near the Resident’s. From this 
date I regularly commenced the performance of my 
duty. I had the pleasure of seeing Sikandar Khan, my 
old friend of 'JhiLsi Sham, now Subahdar Major, the 
highest rank that a native soldier attains to. lie now 
belonged to the Sappers and ^Miners. He introduced to 
me a friend of his, Mirza Ali Akbar, Captain S. 
Powell’s Persian teacher. The young Mughal appeared 
to be a promising lad. 

I began Sindlii grammar, which I found to be 
easy work. A man acquainted with the rudiments of 
the Asiatic languages could learn Siiidhi with little 
trouble. 

On the 14th, after the usual work in the ollicc, I was 
engaged in an onerous task of counting and taking 
down th(' numbers of Oovcinnient treasure boxes, one 
hundred and seventy-eight in number, arrived from 
Bombay. A horrible cas(‘ of suicide occurred in the 
evening. An officc'r of Dragoons shot himself ; cause 
unknown. 

On the loth I had the honor of being introduced to 
the llesidcnt, Colonel Pottinger. At the first sight 
his abilities and resolute character were apparent. 

I now began to mix v ith the Sindhis and learnt the 
idiom of the language by conversing with them. Idle- 
ness is the main feature in the Sindhi character. The 
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Tindals of tlie river sat almost all day at the door of 
my tent, engaged in confabulation and disputes. The 
general theme of their discourse was (iov(Tninent 
affairs. One party remarked tliat the countiy was lost 
— the English would take it very soon. The lYdpurs 
themselves, especially Mir Siibdar,” said they, aie to 
blame for being too friendly with the omnivorous Eng- 
lish : they have taken all India ; in the same way they 
will soon take this country.” Another res])ond('d, You 
are mistaken, my friends. Let the TYilpiirs of 1 [ydrabad 
make themselves Christians ; but fear not, as long as we 
have Shir jMohamed of iMirpur on our side. Ilis late 
Highness Mir Karam Alps widow has furnished, and 
will always furnish him with funds suiUcient to carry 
on a perpetual war with all the Earangis in the world ; 
and, if Clod pleases, wc can be; masters of all the gold 
and implements of war that they arc laboring to bring 
into our country. Know you not the verse of our Holy 
13ook, ^ One true believer is sufficient to defeat ten in- 
fidels ’ ? ” A third white bearded Sindlii, with a pro- 
found sigh, observed, Ah ! my fricnids, your dream is 
somewhat too extravagant ; you have newer seen the tri- 
coloured, viz., the white, brown, and dark devils, fight- 
ing jointly on a fiedd of battle. Whilst in the service 
of H. H., the Eeshwa, I was an eye witness of their 
hard fights in the Dakhan. Here is an unqu(.‘stionablc 
proof : ” saying this, he tucked up his sleeve and 
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shewed a scar, which demonstrated a clear transit of a 
bullet through his left arm. lie concluded by saying, 

A man may over-match anotlicr, or perhaps two or 
tliree, if the cont('st is to be decided by the sword, but 
these cowardly Satans have no sw'ord, and if they have 
any it is as blunt as your w^alking stick. They will 
kilt you w'itli their rascally shots whilst you are a mile 
or so off from them, and then what is the reiiu^dy 
Such discussions by the side of my tent walls, often 
amused nu‘ much ; and sometimes, rising from my 
seat, 1 intruded u[)on them, and preached to them in my 
broken Sindhi, that the Tlnglisli would not take their 
miserable euiinlry, producing only iish and rice, even 
if it w'ere forced upon them; that they had sullieicnt 
golden territories to govern and manage', and that they 
were staunch friends of the Amirs; that their forces 
wo’ie now' passing tlirough the country for the purpose 
of ])rotccting their poses^ions in India, as wxdl as the 
Amirs’ territory, from foreign aggression. To this they 
would reply wdlh a chorus of laughter, What you 
say, sir, may Iriu', but wc are rude people ; we 
cannot comprehend liigh policies of government. Ha! 
ha! ha!” 

Being desired by my employer, I made acquaintance 
with a Sindhi Hindu merchant, Naomal, of Karachi, who 
made liims(*If very useful to the British authorities in 
Sindh. He visited me every now" and then, and tried his 
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"best to supply the wants of our army. He was a wealthy 
man, had a large family, consisting of a hither, six 
brothers, and a number of women and children. He 
was also a man of consc(|Ucnce and inflnenca' in Lower 
Sindh. 

On tlie 19th December happened the Tdii’l htr, 
it being the first of the month Shauwiil. This is a 
joyous festival in the Mohamedan world, as it concludes 
our liCnt. Ihit tliere being no iMohametl.in ])riest with 
the army, I was obliged, at tlie reqiu'st of some friimds, 
to act as on(‘; and, althongli out oT ])racti(‘e for many 
years, 1 led the ])rayers and delivcn’cd tin* sermon 
to the congregation, composed of tlu' Aroliamedan 
liorsemeii and footmen, c'tc., of tlie Company, and 
received the usual fee in a turban and scar]*, wliich 
cost about forty rupees, subscrilital l)y llu' commis- 
sioned oflicers. 

In these days we had often false alarms of SliiT 
Mohamed’s giving us a night attack. On the night ol 
the 20th all the men were kept on the alert, and oflicers 
patrolled all the night by turns. I noticcal that the 
cocks in tliis province vSeemed superfluously rchgious, 
as, in addition to their morning and afternoon calls, tiny 
took two hours of the. night mor<‘ for crowing, ijt., they 
began the surplus duties at eight and ended at ten p.iu. 
This untimely crowing is considered an ill-omen in 
India and Persia, and such over officious ness of tlic 
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bird would cost him his life there, hut the Sindhis are 
indifferent about it. 

Visited tlic village of Ghorabaii, about one mile off. 
It is coiisidered a large village because it consists of one 
hundred miserable huts. The river in this part of the 
province, at this cold season, is about a fathom and a 
half deep. Its width too, in general, is not more than 
two hundred and fifty yards. 'Jlie water is muddy, 
mixed with sand, according to the character of the 
soil here. 

On the 2.Srd, we were glad to liear of orders for 
marching next day towards Tatta, and sent off all our 
baggage Avith that of the army. In the morning, 
striking our small tent, as we Avere going to mount our 
horses, my master Avas ordered by the Resident to stay 
Avhere lu' Avas until some arrangement for more camels 
of burden Avas inad(‘, as the demand for them Avas on 
the iner(\ase. The J24tli passed in making arrangements 
about the camels, but something remained to be done 
on the next morning, I slept in the same tent Avith 
Caj)tain EastAvick. The cold Avas intense ; I had never 
felt so cold in India. AV^c had to content ourselves 
Avith very unpleasant loncsoincness. The day before, 
we were in the midst of an army of ten thousand men, 
and noAV avc had Avith us hut tAvo peons and tAVO Sindhi 
grooms. AVe pitied our four attendants who were 
shivering Avith cold, and asked them to sleep with us 
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in the tent, but they on no account would overstep 
the bounds of respect, and slept close to tlio tent walls. 
After the day’s w’ork we had neither servant nor provi- 
sion to satisfy the cravings of hunger. Luckily, 1 had 
obtained some dates and half a cake of tlie coarse Sindhi 
rice bread for a few pice. Upon these articles we made 
our dinner. To my master it proved a most palatable 
meal, and to me better than dainties I afterwards 
tasted in INIivart’s Hotel, London. He said his grace 
like a good Christian, and I returned my thanks to Him 
who overlooks our laults and supplies our wants more 
than we deserve. I made a trial of my good companion 
at this time, making the following remark: We must 
not thank Heaven for bad meals, for if we do, it will 
never furnish us with better.” At this he smiled, and 
observed, Let the badness of what we have dined 
upon be proved first, and then we shall argue on 
further.” Thus we beguiled our time in conversation 
until he was fast asleep; and then I, having enjoyed my 
cheroot, went to my bed. 

The 535th of Dcctunbcr, the birthday of the pro])het 
Jesus Christ, is a holiday of rejoicing to all the Chris- 
tian w'orld. Early on the morning of this day we were 
roused from our sleep by two officers, Mr. Jenkins and 
Captain Ward, just arrived from Mandavi. They 
asked Captain Eastwick to guide them on to overtake 
the army ; but the remaining part of the compact with 
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tlic owners of the camels requiring liis stay a few 
hours more, he ordered me to go on with these officers, 
himself remaining alone to conclude the affair. 

We galloped on to Somria, a miscrahlc hamlet of 
thirty lints, about twelve miles distant, where we over- 
took the army. Captain Eastwick likewise arrived in 
tlie afternoon, successful. Our next march with the 
army was a long one of twenty miles, to Karampur, 
consisting of about lifty huts, situated on this side of a 
branch of the Indus. On the other side is the village 
of (ihuliim Ka Cot, of the sanu^ size'. 

On the 27th we halted, and the 28rh brought us to 
the ancient city of 'fatta. Having marched early in 
tli(' morning, we reached the halting place* at JMakalli, 
about two miles from the town, at nine o’clock a.m. 
Our road this morning was partly sandy and partly stony 
and uneven. It passed through tin' ruins of Kalankot, 
about two miles from this. The fortifications of this 
remarkabh* place appeared to be very old and strong. 
The materials arc mortar and baked bricks, which, at 
this remote period of time, seem quite new, and as 
strong as stone. In these heaps of ruins certain signs 
of antiquity, such as old coins, etc., are sometimes 
found by the inhabitants, and sold for a good price. 

On the doth, it was cloudy, tempestuous, and bitterly 
cold ; so much so that, in the morning when I got up to 
i)crform my ablutions, I found the water congealed in 
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the vessel, so was obliged to purify myself with the 
dust. This being Sunday, I had no office work, and 
therefore repaired to sec the city. 

The town of Tatta has no city walls, and great 
part of it is in ruins. The inhabited houses are 
about ten thousand. The markets are narrow and the 
streets filthy. IMost of the inhabitants arc weavers. 
Long silken scarfs (called TiUngis) and blankets arc 
manufactured here better than in upper Sindh. The 
fair sex of this town, and indeed of all Sindh, are in 
general very plain, and very clumsily dressed. ^lills 
for grinding grain and expressing oil, arc worked by 
camels. There are upw’ards of four hundred mosques 
in the city, but almost all of them are going to d 'cay. 

Visited the Grand Mosque (Janni Masjid), begun by 
Shah Jalnin, in 1057 A.ii. (a.c. 1047), and linished by 
Aurangzeb in 1072 A.ii. (1001 a.c.) as I found by tlie 
inscriptions. The edifice is a magnificent one, about 
two hundred yards long by one liundrcd broad, built 
with baked bricks and mortar. The inner plaster is 
glazed in white and blue colors. The whole site is 
roofed with one hundred domes, every one of them 
painted in a different style from another. The inscrip- 
tions carved round the great arch of stone, and those 
upon the two date stones, are excellently done in large 
letters. In short the whole scene presents a picture of 
beauty and solemnity to the spectator. 
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The bricks and earthenware of this city arc very 
strong and dural)lc, I believe owing to the peculiarity 
of the soil, which is a composition of white clay and 
sand. 41ie houses in general are single storied and 
built of mud and flimsy timber, flat-roofed, clay only 
being spread over the upper frame ; and partitions 
plastered with mud are the walls. There are a few 
houses of double stories built of bricks, belonging only 
to very rich individuals. Happening to meet a very 
handsome Arab, by name Saiyid Mohamed, of the 
sacred city of Madina, in the Market Place, I made his 
acquaintance, and visited the great priest of the city, 
Makhdum Shaikh Abdullah along with him. Both of 
these men had great influence in the city, tlie former 
on account of his birth, and the latter for his station in 
life. Passed two hours with these gentlemen in conver- 
sation. Saiyid Mohamed travelled through Baghdad 
and Persia for the last thrc’c years, leaving his kJiums 
to accumulate, this being one-fifth of the property of 
all the heterodox community of the Shiah sect, paid to 
him as a religious fee. He has thus enriched himself 
like a Jew. He speaks Persian fairly enough for an 
Arab, for Arabs are naturally bad linguists. But my 
host is a man of learning and good breeding. He has 
a large and beautiful library, containing many standard 
works both in Arabic and Persian. 

On the 1st January, 1839, a mission, consisting of 
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four or five officers of rank of the court of Hydrabad, 
having arrived in the camp, was received in the 
Resident’s tent by Sir John Keane and Colonel Pot- 
tinger. The amity and friendship between tlie two 
governments first being talked of, some di/Fcrcnccs 
and discontents of their Highnesses, the Amirs, exuded 
from tlie discourse of the Ambassadors. The meet- 
ing was then adjourned, on their full consent to 
afford us all the aid in their power for the progress 
of the army. 

On the 4th I obtained leave to explore the Hill of 
Makalli near the camp. 1 proceeded early in the 
morning and amused myself till four o’clock p.m. 
This celebrated hill is situated at the distance of about 
one mile from Tatta. The range runs from west of the 
town to north, being eight miles long and under 
one mile broad. Its average height is filty-five feet. 
The name is said to be derived from that of a fisher- 
woman who had her shop there in days of yore. This 
small hill contains about five hundred domed, and innu- 
merable unroofed, tombs. It is a well populated city 
of silence. I had time enough to see only fourteen 
edifices as follows : 

1. Idgdh, a splendid mosque where all true be- 
lievers gather together twice a year, and perform the 
divine service of the two holy days. The mosque was 
built by Yusuf Khan, governor of Sindh. Its inscrip- 
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tion is in beautiful large Naskhtalik characters^ as 
follows : — 

“ Yusuf Khun, Iho powerful lord, erected this pluccof worship ns high 
as his fortune. Tll(^ year of its finishing is found by Clu'rubim— the 
temple of Mukkah for tlie virtuous, 1013 A.ir., 1033 A.c. 

2. The tombs of the two Vazirs — Mirza Jana and 
Miiza (diazi. Date, 1095 A.ii., 1683 a.c. 

3. A grand mosque, built by Tnghral. 1090 a.h., 
1679 A.c. 

4. 4'ombs of Mirza Isa and Mirza Inayatullah, two 
governors of the place. Magnificent c'difices of yellow 
marble, beautifully carved, with flowers in bas-relief, 
and surpassing all the buildings of tlic place. The 
inscription gives the year of 1058 a.h., 1618 a.c. 

5. The tomb of a ]\lini.ster. 1048 a.ii., 1638 a.c. 

6. The tomb of a Nuwab. 96() a.ii., 1558 a. (’. 

7. The tomb of Pir Asad, the Kazi, 9 feet long. 
Era illegibh'. 

8. 41ie tomb ol' Saiyid Abdullah, son of Saiyid 
Abdul Kiidir Gilaiii, the great saint of Baghdad. 

9. The tomb of IMirak iyiohammed. 1059 a.ti., 
1649 A.c. 

10. 4'he tomb of Shaikli /ia. 11L^9 a.ii., 1619 A.c. 

11. The tomb of a king, name illegible. 1109 a.h., 
1697 A.c. 

12. The tombs of Jam Ninda and Tamachi, the 
governors of the Siimma tribe', of yellow marble. 
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The building contains three tombs. 025 a. ii., 
1510 A.c. 

13. The tomb of Baba Isa Laiigotiband. 920 a.ii. 
1514 A.c. 

14. The tomb of Saiyid Ali vShirazl, the Saint of 
the Jokhia Sindhi tribe. 1100 a.ti., 1770. a.c. 

Amongst my olHcial duties I liad the special honor to 
translate the draft treaty of the thirtecni articles now 
about to be enforced upon the Amirs of Sindh. This task 
I performed in ten hours, sitting up all night. In the 
morning the work was taken to the Eesidciit, who ludd 
the English draft (in his own liaudwritiiig, very difficult 
to read), in his hand, and ordered me to read the trans- 
lation. This was found to be correct, and met with 
the Eesident’s approbation. Captain Eastwick gav(^ 
me a present of five hundr(‘d rupees out of his own 
pocket as a mark of his approbation of my sc'rvices, 
and the llesideiit promised me a higher reward. 

On the 5th at five o’clock, p.m. our guard killed a 
Bililch who was taken j^visoncr for selling liquor in the 
camp, and was consequently ordered to be flogged. 
Poor devil, he committed the crime without knowing 
the retribution. After lu' was taken to tiu* quarter- 
guard, h(* b^’gaii to wield his sword and shield 
which lie ought to havt* been dispossessed^, and in- 
flicted three cuts upon the sentry, who ])arried, in the 
best manin'i* he could, with his firelock, the butt (Uid ot 
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which was cut in two. The prisoner then attempted to 
escape, and had got about five hundred yards from the 
guard, with the nakcid sword and the shield in liis 
hands, when, passing between the tents of Sir John 
KeaiiC and Colonel JMacdonald, three muskets were 
fill'd at him : the ball of one of them, passing through 
his side, brought him down dead upon the spot, and 
thus he escaped the flogging. 

Humours of our camp being surprised at night were 
again prevalent. Sevc'ral camp folio w('rs had been 
plundered near Lakpat, by a party of twenty-five 
armed Sindh is. 

On the IGth Captain Eastwick was ordered to 
llydrabad, so we prepared ourselves to start, and the 
next morning we proceeded to the ferry, about two 
niih^s off, whence we embarked on board the Snake, 
a small st(^amer. Ifcre Captain J. Outrani joined us. 
It was a very cold morning, it liaving rained much all 
last night. We sailed u]) about twenty miles during 
the day, and moored near a village. Passed several 
Shikarg alls, or hunting seats of the Amirs. These arc 
large tracts of forest land by the river side, fenced all 
round, containing all sorts of game. 

After steaming and sailing for four days, we 
reached the port of llydrabad, on the morning of the 
20th. The view of the hills and the country on both 
sides of tlu' river, is excellent all along. Flocks of 
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large birds, with rosy hucd plumes, were seen every 
now and then floating on the v atcr. On the morning of 
the 18th we saw a large alligator fast asleep on the right 
bank, within musket shot, and Captain Outrain saluted 
him with a bullet which rebounded from his scaly back. 
But the compliment had only the effect of startling the 
monster from his sleep and sending him to the water. 

A young nobleman, Dost AH Khan, the sou of 
Khairullah Khan, a near relative of the Amirs, came 
on their part to receive us. After the exchange of 
long complimentary sentences he departed, and we 
located ourselves at the Residency. IMunslu Jeth 
Anand, the native agent of this place, was deputed 
to the court, to know when it would suit their High- 
nesses to receive the British representative and his 
companions. He brouglit answer on the 21st, that the 
Amirs could not sec the British officers tliat day, as they 
were undergoing the bi-weekly operation of depilation. 

On the 22nd, however, Mir Subdar Khfin was 
foremost to send his confidential agent, by name 
Badru’d-din, to Captain Eastwick, with a secret 
message that he had from the first devoted himself to 
the British cause, and would ever be found most 
sincere in it. That he must not be held responsible 
for the acts of his cousins, and that he felt anxious to 
receive an assurance of the same nature on the present 
occasion from Captain Eastwick before seeing him. 
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Upon this I was forthwith deputed to accompany 
Badru’d-dm as a bearer of renewed assurances to His 
Highness. 

After going somewhat more than three miles, we 
came in sight of the citadel of Ilydrabad, of which I 
had heard so much. The near sight of it disappointed 
me. It is no more than a j:)entagonal fortification, built 
of balced bricks and mortar, irregularly bastioned, 
without any ditch, containing the families of the Amirs 
and their relations and dependants. In passing through 
the town we saw several parties of Biluchis sitting in 
groups Avith their pipes, and the extract of hemp under 
preparation before them. They scoAvlcd upon me and 
some reviled me in their language. What do you say 
to this,” said I to my friend Badru’d-din, “ Is this the 
Avay of treating foreigners in your country?’’ “Do you 
not knoAV,” replied he, “ ajar exudes Avhatever it con- 
tains. Tliese arc vile soldiers from tlie country. They 
don’t like Faringis, and taking you to be one of them, 
they are eating this dirt ; turn tht.'rcfore a deaf ear to 
these things, in the same Avay as the Ilcsident himself 
does sometimes.” Considering it expedient to follow 
my friend’s advice, I did so, and entered Mir Subdars 
palace and Avas duly presented to him. He Avas sitting 
upon a bedstead Avith his son Fath-Ali, a handsome boy 
of about ten, attended by a secretary and slave, in a 
large spacious room without any furniture. After I 
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had ejaculated my salutation In the IMohamcdan style. 
His Highness stretched forth his hand, which I touched 
with my right, and w'as going to take my seat upon the 
floor like the others, hut was particularly desired to 
take a chair that was brought for the purpose. After 
compliments, I delivered my message, which liis High- 
ness heard with attention, and was satisfied. After this, 
some conversation upon the subject of the manners and 
customs of Europeans took place, and them I took my 
departure. A couple of Sindhi horsemen were ordered 
to escort me to the Kcsidcncy, and to protect me from 
the insults of the Avild Eiliichis. A\dien 1 liad got half 
way to our camp, anotlu'r pair of horsemen galloped 
up, begging me to return for a inonumt, as tlie Amir 
Avanted to speak to me. I returned and had to repeat 
my message, some Avords of Avhicli Mir Suhdar had not 
fully comprehcndc'd. 

-Having done this I took my departure and began to 
return to camp Avith my Sindlii attendants, Avhen I 
saAv my master in company Avith Captains Outram and 
Lcckie, proceeding to the Court of the three Amirs. 
My presence also being requisite, 1 Avas desire il to go 
along Avith the Eritish representative. This Avas a day 
of hard Avork and starvation for me: I took only a piece 
of bread and a cup of tea Avhen I left home in the 
morning, and the day AA^as coming fast to an end, Avith- 
out any end to my business. 
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On arrival at the Darbar, we found the crowd of 
armed Bilucliis and attendants so thick that I thought 
it was impossible to pass. Eoad^ liowever, was made 
for the admission of the European gentry. As for 
myself I remained behind and could not possibly pene- 
trate through the concourse. Captain Eastwick, for- 
tunately thinking of me, when with the Amirs, turned 
his head a little and observed, Here Lutfullah, take 
care of those papers.” No sooner was this pronounced, 
than the attendants, breaking through the mob, took me 
upon their hands and in a minute conveyed me sliding 
over the heads of the multitude to my master, at whose 
elbow I seated myself and took down notes of the con- 
ference. 

The three Amirs, Nur Moharned, Nasir Khan, and 
Mir Moharned, and a young man, JMir Shahdad, sat on 
a large four legged square plank, covered with a simple 
Persian carpet, called the throne, witli their swords and 
shields placed before them. T'lie British representa- 
tive and his companions, sat on the chairs placed for 
them, but, were obliged to take off their shoes before 
entering the Darbiir. The rest of the people sat 
on the floor, which vas well carpeted. There was 
no order here such (\s is observed in Indian Courts. 
The armed Biluchis and Sindlns sat as they pleased, 
wherever they could And a place for tlumiselves, talk- 
ing as loud as possible with each other, and scowling 
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upon us every now and then, as if we were their mur- 
derers. 

Nur Mohamed seemed to be a man of high talent 
and exalted views, brave and handsome, middle-aged 
and middle-sized. One deep and perpendicular wrinkle 
between his eyebrows indicated that he was a man of 
passion and cogitation. He was the only person to be 
addressed in the conference about the State aliairs, as 
Nasir and INIir jMohamed seldom gave any replies, and 
if they did so, then only through him. 1 highly admired 
his brave countenance, and his conversation, full of 
truth, spirit, and valor. 

Nasir was handsome, but very corpulent. Aflability, 
mildness, and generosity, seemed to b»‘ prominent in 
his disposition. 

Mir Mohamed was a well made, soldier-like man, 
with handsome features, but hare-lipped. It seemed 
that the hand of nature, in finishing his face, acci- 
dentally dropt its chisel between his lips and left the 
blemish unrectified. He sat to the left of Niir jMo- 
hamed at the edge of the throne, leaning his left hand 
against his shield, and resting his right upon the hilt 
of his sword. 

Such were the Presidents ^of this semi-civilized 
Darbar. After the overflow of complinnmts liad sub- 
sided, Captain Eastwick seized the opportunity to 
administer the black dose of his mission to his hosts. 



2di 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LUTFULLAH. 


He took tlic papers from my hand containing the draft 
of the treaty lately translated by myself, and read it to 
their Highnesses with a clear Persian accent. The 
Amirs listened composedly, though marks of dis- 
pleasure could be traced on the face of Mir Nur 
INTohamcd. He changed color, becoming now red, 
now pale as a ghost. When the reading was over, 
the Pilucliis showed great excitement. At tliis time 
a sliglit signal from tlicir lliglinesscs would have been 
sullicicnt to terminate the lives of all our party under 
the swords of the barbarian and remorseh’ss Biliichis, 
many of whom stood at our head with naked scimitars, 
in tlie same Avay as executioners do at the moment of 
the performance of tluar horrid duty, INIir Nur 
IMohamed lirst observed, in liiliiclu, to his two col- 
leagu(\s, (hirsed be he Avho ]>uts reliance upon the 
promise's of the Paringis and then, addressing himself 
seriously to the British represeniative, he spoke thus 
in Persian : Wiur treatic's, 1 believe, arc changeable 
at your pleasure and convenience ; is this the way to 
treat your friends and benefactors ? You asked our 
permission to allow your armies a free passage through 
our territories. granted it M ithout hesitation, de- 

pending upon your fi^endship under your honorable 
promises. Had we known that, after the entrance of 
your army into our lands, you would threaten our safety, 
and enforce another treaty upon us, demanding an 
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annual tribute of three hundred thousand rupees, and 
a ready payment of two million one hundred thousand 
rupees for the immediate expenses of the army, we 
would, in such case, have adopted measures for the 
security of our country and persons. You know we 
are Biliichis, and no traders to be frightened easily. 
We do not govern the country alone, but the interest 
of the whole of our clan is involved in the govern- 
ment.” 

Captain Eastwick heard all this with calmness, and 
gave brief replies in Persian and Arabic proverbs, such 
as, Our Government has no intention of putting your 
Highnesses under any inconvenience, but lU'ccssity has 
no law Friends must aid friends in emergencies ; ” 

The present campaign is not only for the security 
of India, but the safety of your Highnesses’ territories 
likewise depends upon it,” etc. jNlir Niir IMohamcd 
smiled, and spoke to his cousins in Biliiclu, which 
we could not understand ; and then, with a sigh, ho said 
to Captain Eastwick, I wish I could comprehend the 
meaning of the word ^friend’ which you use. Wc 
cannot give a decisive reply to your present demands 
at once. The matter requires consultation with those 
whose interests wc cannot sacrifice for ourseh cs, and 
who are not altogether under our control.” 

We left the Court at sunset. There was no sprink- 
ling of atr and rose water, etc., at dismissal, as usual 
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in Indian Darbars. Wc reached home at half-past six 
o’clock p.m., tired with the business of the day. 

On the 23rd wc remained^ expecting a reply from 
their Highnesses, but afTairs seemed to take a bad turn. 
The native agent sent a secret message requesting us to 
be on our guard, and his warning was jDcrhaps not void 
of reason ; for we saw a party of about two hundred 
armed Ihliiclns sitting unaccountably in a dale within 
five hundred yards of us. One or two of them more 
than once reconiioitered our small party ; but, finding 
us on the alert, they retired. 

On the f24th, the time allowed for the Amir’s answer 
having expired, wc began our return to camp. Having 
wind and stream in our favor, we glided smoothly 
down to the village of Jarralc, upwards of eighteen 
miles, in three hours. 

On the 25 th, we landed at Jarrak, and joined the army, 
which arrived that morning. Here I had a narrow 
escape from being drowned. Having to move a heavy 
box full of my books I, with the aid of a Sindhi boat- 
man, got it on the edge of two boats ; and, as I stood 
with my legs wide apart, the Sindhi suddenly left me 
so planted, and unable to move, for fear of losing the 
box. Ill this disagreeable and dangerous position I 
remained for a quarter of an hour, when, just as the 
boats began to part, and at the moment that I and the 
box were about to drop into the river, the boatman 
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came back, and without a word of excuse, asked for a 
present “suitable,” as he said, “to my dignity.” I 
was obliged to suppress my indignation, and give the 
rascal something to rescue me and my box, though 
mentally I consigned him to the infernal regions for 
his impudence. 
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CHAPTER X. 

False Alarms. — Shir Moliamod. — Throe olTicers burnt to death. — The 
Amirs aoc(‘i)t the Treaty. — The army marches for Shikarpur. — 
Nadir Shah and the Saiyidsof Lakki.—Schwaii.—Larkhana.— Great 
cheapness of Food.— Shikarpur. — Biluchi Robbers. — Fath ^lohamed 
Ghori. -Sakhar.— Ivhairpur. — Mir Rustam. — Marauders. — Tlio 
Naik and the Folilical Aj^ent. --Thank you for nothin};.— Great 
heal.— The scorpion remedy.— ^Fore plunderiii};. 

Our force rciiiaiiuHl encamped here for eight days, 
during wliich time, false alarms of night attacks were 
often spread. A Sipalu named Chandidiii of the 5th. 
Bombay Native Infantry, liaving efh'cted his escape from 
amongst the prisoners of Shir Mohamed Khan, of Mir- 
pur, brought us news that that chief was on the point 
of joining the Amirs of llydrabad against us. On 
the ^9th, Mir Ismail Shah, and one of his sons 
arrived in camp to treat with the authorities. 

On the evening of the 50th, three dead bodies of 
Queen’s officers were brought to camp. These men 
had absented themselves without leave, on a hunting 
expedition, and the fire having broken out from all 
sides in a forest, they could not escape. 
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On the 1st February, Mir Ismail Shah, the Ambas- 
sador from the Amirs, announced their submission to 
the terms imposed by the treaty ; and next day Takki 
Shah, son of Ismail, was despatched to Hydrabad to 
obtained their Highnesses’ signatures to the paper. 

On the 3rd our camp left Jarrak, and lialted at the 
village of Ismail jo Got, eleven miles off, and the next 
march of nine miles brought us to the village of Kotri, 
a small hamlet situated on the right bank of the Indus, 
op 2 :)ositc to Hydrabad. The Sindhian army that had 
stationed itself at the opposite bank of the river, 
marched back to the capital on the 3rd, but we saw a 
portion of it on its return in haste. The army con- 
sisted of about ten thousand men and thirty pieces of 
cannon, of which seven thousand men and twelve 
guns belonged to Shir Mohamed, of Mirpur, who had 
joined the Amirs to afford his aid against the infidel 
host; but, seeing the English far superior in power, 
numbc-T, and discipline, he retired to his own district, 
after having sent a very civil answer to the Resident’s 
strong and rigorous letter, drafted out by myself and 
forwarded to him some days before. 

The river begins at this season to rise ; its waters, 
though always muddy, are very wholesome if purified. 
The mode of purification is very simple. Take a kernel 
of almond and rub it against the inner side of a pitcher 
until it is exhausted ; fill the pitcher with the water and 
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let it stay unshaken for one hour, and you will then 
find the water beautifully clear ; have it then strained in 
another vessel, and drink it to your satisfaction. But if 
you drink this water unstrained, and especially after 
eating the delicious fish called j^ulla, you are sure to 
get dysentery, which generally proves fatal. 

Oil the 6th the Resident, having received a number 
of trays of sweetmeats from their Highnesses as an en- 
tertainment to all the gentlemen of the camp, had the 
kindness to send me two of them, containing about 
eighty pounds of excellent confections, etc. The Eng- 
lish being originally carnivorous cannot enjoy the taste 
of our confections, and this quantity, I believe had 
come to my share simply for that reason. All my 
friends, servants, and self enjoyed the gift of the great 
man for some days, and returned our thanks to him. 

On the 9th Captain Eastwick was ordered to conduct 
the army up to Shikarpur, and we made all the neces- 
sary preparations for the performance of that duty. 

On the morning of Sunday the 10th, we marched 
with the army, and halted at the village of Bada, eight 
miles from Kotri. Sadikshah, one of the sons of Ismail 
Shah, joined us here as an agent on the part of the 
Amirs to render us his aid in obtaining supplies. We 
had orders to keep as near as possible to the right bank 
of the Indus. A dragoon foolishly took his horse to 
drink apart from the watering place in the river, and 
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sank with the animal never to rise again. A camel 
whilst quenching his thirst, seated itself in about knee 
deep of water to cool his body, but no sooner had 
he done so than he was pulled in by a gigantic force, 
and carried off by a large alligator. Five private 
Sipahis deserted this day from their regiments. 

The march of the 


11th was ten 

miles to 

Umarpur. 

12th 


nine 

11 

Gopang. 

13th 

19 

ten 

11 

Majhand. 

14th 

11 

eleven 

11 

Suma, 

15th 

11 

twelve 

11 

Amri. 

16th 

11 

twelve 

11 

Lakki. 


Lakki is a large village of about one hundred huts. 
It belongs to the Saiyids of Sindh. I visited the 
shrine of Shah Sadr here, situated at the foot of a large 
mountain of Siwistan, at the distance of about three 
hundred yards from the village. This famous saint 
originally came from Arabia, and brought thousands of 
infidels to the light of Islam from tlic darkness of 
idolatry in Sindh. His tomb was built here by order 
of Nadir Shah, king of Persia in 1155 a.ii. Tradition 
states that Nadir, in a dream, was invited by this saint 
to come up to Umarkot, where he was to find a very 
large treasure, and His Majesty liaving acted upon the 
visionary command, discovered the treasure ])romised 
to him, and received a very large amount, as a tribute 
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from the Amirs of the time, in addition. His Majesty 
then bestowed a large sum of money upon the Saiyids 
of the village, directing them to have the edifice built 
over the remains of the saint. This they carried into 
execution at the time. The following inscription at 
the door of the shrine gives the date of its com- 
pletion : — 

" I inquired of intellect the year of its date. 

rnspiratioii informed mo it is the Piiriidise of the member of the 
sacred house.” 1155 a.h. 1742 a.d. 

All Saiyids of Sindh that arc called Lakki Saiyids, 
are, I am informed, the descendants of this saint, whose 
parentage ascends up to the Imam Ali Nakki. I am 
therefore inclined to think that the word Lakki is a 
corruption of Nakki, which is the name of the tenth 
Imim. 

The view of the mountains about one mile from this 
is fine. On the nearest hill tliere arc two springs near 
one another ; the watc'r of one is very cool and limpid, 
and that of the other very hot. 

A Banian remaining behind in this march, was over- 
taken by the Biliich marauders, who robbed him of his 
clothes, and inflicted two sword cuts on his arm. The 
poor fellow came in bleeding ; several camels were 
stolen. The perpetrators of these outrages were Bur- 
goari, Marri, and Laghari Biluchis, who inhabit this 



SEHWAN PASS. 


303 


mountain with their asses, goats, sheep, etc., and very 
seldom visit the neighbouring villages. 

17th, 18th, and 19th. Halted to have the heavy 
ordnance, etc., sent on first. Three camel robbers 
having been seized, were on the 18th flogged, and had 
their heads and beards shaved. A European soldier, 
who stood by me whilst the guilty were undergoing the 
penalty, observed that he would be happy to receive 
such punishment every day except the flogging part. 

On the 20th, we marched early in the morning, and 
reached Sehwan Pass at ten o’clock a.m. The morn- 
ing was very misty, it rained and thundered in the 
night very heavily, which is not a usual thing in India 
in this month. The pass is nearly half way between 
Lakki and Sehwan, and about two hundred yards long. 
The difficulty is merely on account of the river’s cutting 
the very foot of the mountain. During your walk on 
this path you will find yourself in an awkward position, 
as on your left is the proud, sublime, and steep side of 
the mountain ; and on your right, down a very deep 
precipice, you behold with awe the river whirling on. 
Our engineers, however, widened tlie patli about ten 
feet whenever they found it too narrow, and thus ren- 
dered it practicable for the present. Our whole force 
passed wdthout any accident, except a poor w'oman, 
whose leg-bone was fractured in the tumult. 

On the 21st \vc halted, and Sir 11. Fane landed at 
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our encampment and had an interview with Nuwdb 
Mohamed Khan Laghari, deputed by the Sindh autho- 
rities to meet this nobleman on his way here. No one 
was allowed a scat, except Sir II. and the Nuwab. I 
attended several Darbars of the Governor-General 
when at Ajmir, but never found any gentleman, 
whether sallow or white, underrated as in this ex- 
traordinary audience. The English officers of the 
Bengal side have in general a too good opinion of 
thcmsclvc‘s. Captain Eastwick stood as interpreter in 
the presence of the two representatives, and I, behind 
him, euphonizing every now and then his Persian 
sentences to the Nuwab. When Sir II. heard me first 
he called out, and who arc you, sir ? ” To this 
Captain Eastwick replied, ‘‘ he is my Munshi.” Sir 
li. is a tall, well-made, intelligent, middle-aged man, 
but he seemed to have had no lessons of politeness. 
The Biluch Nuwab wanted! to continue the conversa- 
tion after business was over, but Sir H. got up and 
dismissed him abruptly. 

The ^2nd was a cold and foggy morning. I visited 
the town of Schwaii, which contains about five thou- 
sand houses, or fifteen thousand inhabitants. The 
shrine of Lai shah Baz, the famous saint of this place, is 
a grand one, built in 1148 a.h., and it contains but one 
tomb, that of the saint. A tiger of large size is kept 
in a wooden cage at the gate. 
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Marclied on the 23rd to the village of Tarti, nine 
miles ; our force wa^ obliged to cross a branch of the 
Indus called Aral, near Schwan. Our ciigiiic('rs made 
a good pontoon bridge over this river, and the army 
and baggage crossed over it in the morning. Tarti is 
a large village, consisting of about two thousand houses, 
situated near a spacious lake of fresh Avater. 

On the 24th, Ave had a very troublesome march, 
on account of the General’s changing his mind at a 
late hour. 

On the 25th, I had the honor of a kind visit from 
Daji Gliorporo, a nobleman formerly in tlic service of 
the late PesliAva, and now one of the olliccrs command- 
ing the Puna Irregular Horse. J found liiiii to be a 
gentleman of honorable feelings and extemded views. 

In the confusion of yesterday, a part, of Dr. 
Hook’s baggage Avas stolen. This b('ing our holiday 
of Idu’z-zuha, I Avas ri'quested by my Mohamedaii 
friends to delivcu’ the sermon, but being (excessively 
fatigiu'd, I declined. The village of Hokan, Avlu'ia' we 
Avere, is a large one, and is full thirty mil( s from 
kSeliAvan. The J\[ulla of the place, being a imu’e illi- 
terate Sindhi, the Divine scnvice of this lioliday Avas 
lost, and to nu’ for the iirst time. 

Tli(^ morning of the 2()th Avas very cold, and the 
Avater in our vessels froze during the night, A\ e 
marched to the village of Ghallu, ten miles. lor tl'.r 
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last tlirce stages we found tlie soil brackish. In this 
district, salt is nianiifactured in abundance. It is 
stored in large heaps, covered with the dust, without 
being burnt, as usual in other countries. On examin- 
ing it, I ibuiid it consisting of more nitric ingredients 
than the common salt in India. 

27t]i. Sixteen miles to the village of Gliara, six 
miles beyond the shrine of Pirpanja. This saint 
belongs to the order of those Mohamedan monks who 
dress themselves in black blankets and nothing else. 
This was a long and fatiguing march through the 
forest, which is not very thick about this part. The 
custom of wearing caps, gradually diminishing from 
Sehwan, is nearly out irom this stage. 1 [(*rc you will 
sec almost all the Sindhi heads ornamented with white 
and becoming turbans, 

28th. Six miles to the village of Chinna, good road 
and fertile country all the way. Tlie cold began to 
diminish. 

1st March. This morning the General changed his 
mind about the halting place', and caused much confu- 
sion. At first, the village of Kamori, sixteen miles, 
was fixed, which being subsequently changed for 
Fathpur, ten miles only, many missed the road, and 
many had to return from Kamori to Fathpur. 

On the 2nd, sixteen miles, to the village of Bakrani, 
where, on the 3rd. a halt was ordered, not for the Sab- 
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bath, but on account of a large braiicli of the Indus 
coming across the way, which required the troops to 
pass by degrees, the stream being lu'arly six feet deep 
in the middle. 

On the 4th, we crossed the stream early in the 
morning, and reached the town of Larkluina in about 
two hours, it being only eight miles from the last stage. 
Larkhana is a large town surrounded by a mud wall, 
and governed by an old illiterate man, Pir Abdu’r- 
rahim. Here the army was obliged to lialt until the 
11th, to make the necessary arrangements for the long 
hazardous journey through the llol4n Pass into a cli- 
mate too cold for the natives of India. Many camel 
drivers, especially those of Kach, rf fusc'd to go to the 
cold climate ; but, having been wcll-llogged and chas- 
tised for refusing, poor fellows, they saw no alterna- 
tive except submission or desertion. Hie latter plan 
was, however, adopted by many, who left their camels 
to the tender mercy of the swearing soldiers, and took 
their way home. Here ended, for the present, the 
duty that Captain Eastwick had to pcrl’orm, of escort- 
ing the army. A young ollicer. Major Tod, having 
arrived on the 6th, was to take charge as Politic^al OfKccr ; 
so Captain Eastwick, leaving me in the camp, and in- 
structing me to afford all the information I could to the 
Aides-de-Camp or Major Tod, if required to do so, him- 
self proceeded to Shikarpur, to see Mr. W. 11. Mac- 
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naghten, tlic envoy and minister. On the 9th, Captain 
Eastwick returned to the camp from Shikarpur, having 
been appointed officiating Eolitical Agent in Upper 
Sindh. lie consulted with me whether he should remain 
as Political Agent in Upper Sindh, or accompany the 
Envoy to Afghanistan, this being left to his option. 
lT(i inclined to the latter s(‘rvice, in the performance of 
which he would have the opportunity of seeing a new 
country, and of obtaining experience in the impending 
battles, and distinguishing himself. 

I told him I knew the character of the Afghans 
better than any Englishman ; that I would neither for 
money nor love endanger myself in the expedition, the 
success of which was to me exceedingly doubtful ; that 
I would humbly advise* him not to go, unless he was 
ordered to Afghanistan, where I doubted not he would 
fall the lirst victim to his own energy, zeal, and ardour. 
Hearing this, ho smiled scornfully at my remarks, and 
observed, — My lri('nd, life is a lottery, what is the 
use of living when you can bciieht others and yourself 
by your death I had an excellent answer to his 
last remarks on the tip of my tongue, but did not like 
to argue further, so 1 cut the matter short by re- 
ferring to other things. Ills services, happily for 
us both, were so required in Upper Sindh, that he 
had not time afterwards to think of proceeding to 
.Vf^hanistan. 
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On the 12th a division of the army marched to^\^ards 
Kandahar, under Sir John Keane, and the other division 
was obliged to remain till carriage could be procured. 

This very evening we also separated ourselves from 
the army and slept at Chuharpur, four mih^s from 
Larkhana, on our way to Shikarpur. We were fur- 
nished with a military guard of a native? olliccr, and 
twenty-three rank and 111c. 

On the morning of the loth, we march(?d eight miles 
to the village of Naudera. Good road all the way, and 
the country very populous. The environs of the 
villages were heautifiilly surrounded with the palm 
and mango trees, most agreeable to the sight. \\ c put 
up in a small garden-house. Kaudera is a large village 
and belongs to Mir Mir Mohamed, under the mau- 
agement of a rough, but very witty old man, by name, 
Mohamed Khan Siyal, (meaning jackal.) The art of 
extracting the palm-juice, which might largely add to 
the revenue, is unknown in the country. W(' found 
the provisions so ch(‘ap, that I purchased good fowls 
for two pice (one and a-half farthing) each, the same as 
you get in London for two shillings. ()th(?r things also 
were proportionably cheap. 

On the morning of the 14th, we marched sixteen 
miles to Gohej, belonging to Mir Nash* Khan. This 
village is larger than Naudera, but many inhabitants 
had deserted it on account of the Bengal army having 
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passed through it. We got, however, everything we 
required as cheap as at Naudcra. 

On tlie morning of the 15th, we marched sixteen 
miles, and reached Shikarpur at nine o’clock, a.m. 
This tovni is the largest in Sindh, containing about 
fifteen thousand liouses, which arc flat-roofed, and 
some of tliem two-storied. 1'hc city is encircled with 
mud walls, and has a small fort outside the town. The 
environs are very pretty, having groves of mangos 
and palms, etc., all round. The water is from wells. 
The soil seems to be fitt(ul to grow the poppy and flax, 
several lii'lcls of which wo observi d in a most flourish- 
ing state. About one half of the inhabitants are 
Hindus of the Khatri and liohana clans, and the other 
half arc jMuslims. Shikarpur has an excellent market- 
place, shaded all over from the sun. Tlie Hindu 
tradesmen of this place talk I’ersian and Pushtu, as well 
as their own Sindhi. We ])itchcd our tent near the 
town for the present, and lived in the enjoyincnt of 
quiet and solitude after a month’s hard work in escort- 
ing the army. 

On the morning of the 16th, I accompanied Captain 
Eastwick to the town. He examined the city, the 
market place, and the fort, etc., with a scrutinizing 
glance, and then went to see a state prisoner, a Ger- 
man gentleman. Heard the French language talked 
for the first time. 
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On tlie the morning of the 17th, I took a walk in the 
lines of the two remaining Bengal rc'giments, and the 
principal camp market (called Sadri Bazar.) Felt very 
sorry to learn that a number of followers and animals 
perished beyond the desert for want of water. ]\lis- 
management in every department prevailed. Sir A. 
Barnes, the former Political Agent in Tapper Sindh, 
disbursed large sums of governnnmt money without 
keeping any accounts. ISlo day closed without seeing 
some of our pc'oph^ killed or wounded, and some 
camels carried ofl* by the Jiiliichi robbei’s. 

Two very rich and iniluential Hindu mcrcliantr, 
Chitruniall and Jetsingh, paid their visits to Ca])tain 
Eastwick this morning. The latter is a very liandsomc 
man, well-informed, and exceedingly polite. Ills sister, 
having been the beauty of Sindh, was forcibly taken 
away by Shall Shuja, whose name is detested by him, 
and by his clan. 

On the 18th of March, wc made preparations for our 
march, but it having rained much in tlic niglit, our 
tents had become so heavy that we had to wait until 
they were dry. 

An affray took place the day previous, between a 
party of the Bengal Irregular Horse, guarding camels, 
assisted by Abdu’ssamad Khan, the manager of the 
village of Lakki, and ten Biluch robbers, wlio at- 
tempted to carry off the camels. In this, three of 
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tlic banditti w(‘rc wounded and one killed ; the head, 
having been severed from the trunk, was brought to 
Captain Eastwick, as a mark of valor on the part of 
our people. 

it was a most disgusting and horrid sight, to behold 
a liuman licad weltering in blood and dust. Thus Ave 
abuse the law of nature and cruelly treat our fellow 
crc'atures, to serve our filthy purpose of lucre. 

On the Ibth we left Shikarpur for Sakhar, and 
marelied in the morning sixteen miles to iMahhiib jo 
Cot, passing the village of Lakki, about half Avay. 
Lakki is a larg(' villager belonging to Mir Niir ]\[oliamed. 
(jood road all the Avay, through (hnisc foia'st. There 
Avas no chanc(^ of missing the road, as hundreds of 
dead camels Avc're lying on both sides as well as in the 
middli' of it; so the best g\iide for everybody AVas his 
owui nose. 

On the J30th, avc reached Nakliar, fourteen miles from 
Mahbiib jo ( lot. We start'd at six in the morning, 
and arrived at eight o’clock a.m. 8akhar Avas a large 
city, but now' is almost in ruins. It has, I am informed, 
never iv' covered the shock it sufiered in tlie last con- 
filet betAveeu Shah Shiija, and the Khaiipur Amirs. 
Sakliar is situate* on the right bank of the river Indus. 
Rori, a largt* populous city, is on the left, and Bakhar, 
a fortress in the middle of the stream, upon a small 
island nearly triangular. This fortress, so much praised 
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by tlie Persian historians and Sindhis for its impregna- 
bility, was lent to the British authorities to keep their 
stores, etc., until the end of the campaign, but, as I an- 
ticipated, the loan turned out irrecoverable. 

On the 21st,I was deputed to call upon Path Mohaincd 
Khan Gliori, the minister of Khairpur, who arrived 
and encamped at the town of Kori, the day before, by 
his master’s orders, to punish the Bihich robbers in- 
festing the country between Sakliar and Shikarpur. H(^ 
is a very old man, about eighty, but his spirit and 
energy surpass those of a young man. Ilis licad is 
clear, his experience in local affairs great, and his 
management of the country commended, both by his 
master and his subjc‘cts. I was politely received by the 
old gentleman, and, after compliments, 1 brought the 
subject of the Biluch robbers under discussion, d'he 
old man obsc*rvcd that the Biliich robberievs w(‘re even 
more troublesome to the natives themselves than to the 
foreigners, and that he was obliged at last to gird on his 
sword, and proceed with his army to chastise the ban- 
ditti. I told him the object of my master was to 
coerce the wild people rather than extirpate tlumi; but 
I could not help smiling at the old man’s remark about 
his army, etc., as his force consisted of about forty-five 
foot and one hundred and fifty mounted soldiers. The 
horses of the latter appeared most lean and miserabh^. 
The old gentleman sagaciously perceived the meaning 
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of my smile, and said, Do not look upon my soldiers 
and horses with contempt. They are not fat, but fitted 
for the warfare of this country, and can endure hunger 
and thirst for three days, — more than your good 
looking iiuui and fat horses can, in chasing the robbers 
amongst hills and dahis of the land.” I did not like 
to hurt the feelings of the old man, whose grandson 
aj)pearcd to be older than myself; and observed that 
I had (ivery confidence in the valor and puissance of 
the soldiers under liis command ; tliat I begged his 
Grace’s pardon for my rude mirth, to which I was 
addicted in consequence of having long been in the 
society of the English people. We then parted with 
each other as good friends, with the promise of seeing 
each other on the next day but one, when he would 
visit Captain Eastwick, 

On the 23rd, he did so, and gained the Political 
Agent’s good opinion in the ve ry first visit. 

Large heaps of grain, that had been lying by the 
river side for the last eight or ten days in charge of 
the commissariat conductor, not being timely removed, 
were carried off the night before by an inundation of 
the river, which was so violent and sudden, as to break 
asunder the bridge of native boats that joined Sakhar to 
Eori. Captain Eastwick adverted to the subject in con- 
versation with the minister, telling him that the river, 
too, bore the character of the Biluch robbers, and stole 
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away the masses of grain by night. To this old Fath 
Mohamed replied, very promptly, that he thought the 
river, on the contrary, acted the part of a friend and 
adviser to us, in giving us warning not to be careless 
in a foreign land. 

On the ^5th, we crossed the river to the town of 
Kori, and encamped in a fine garden commanding a 
li^utiful view of both sides of the river, and of the 
fortress in the middle. 

On the ^28th, we left Rori for Kind r pur. Started 
early in the morning, and reached the place at about 
eight o’clock a.m., the distance being about fifteen 
miles. An officer, by name All Mohamed, with a party 
of horsemen, came to receive us three miles out of the 
town. We pitched our camp in a small enclosure, 
with a small house, destined for all the European 
guests who might have occasion to visit the Amir. 
No sooner had the Political Agent done his breakfast, 
than two officers of higher rank, nanu'ly, Asanand 
Vakil, and Jetmall Diwan, waited upon him to in([uire 
after his health on the part of the Amir. Captain 
Fjastwick received them with politeness, and told them 
that lie could not make a longer stay than onc^ day, and 
that he would be glad to see the Amir as soon as con- 
venient to His Highness. They n‘turned with this 
message to their master, and, in the evening, Inaya- 
tullah Khan, son of the old minister, and Jan Mohamed, 
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came with their retinue, and escorted him to the palace. 
Mir Kustam Khan, rose from his masnad and embraced 
the Political Agent with Asiatic courtesy. The audi- 
ence chamber was as plain as that at Ilydrabad, but 
less crowded. Tlic Political Agent was seated next to 
tlie Amir on the floor. The Darbar consisted of the 
following nobles — JMir /aiiglii Khan, liis Highness’ 
uncle; j\Iir Nasir Khan, his nephew; Mir Mubarak; 
twenty Piililcliis ; and the two Hindu officers that 
waited upon the Political Agent in the morning. The 
object of the conference was, as I found aftcrw’ards, to 
impi’ess on the mind of His Highness the necessity 
of taking ininiediate steps to coerce and chastise the 
several robber tribes of J3iluclus. Mir Rustam pro- 
mised to do all he could, and professed himself the 
humble, but sincere friend, of the English. The Amir 
seemed advanced in years, perhaps about sixty. He 
w^as a handsome man, and it w^as clear, from his con- 
versation, that his mind was noble and devoted to 
religion. He has eight sons. Khairpur is a large 
town. The palace is situated in the middle of a mud 
wall fortress. In the forenoon of the next day, another 
Darbar of ceremony was held, and the Political Agent 
was received wdth all honor. Pleasant conversation, 
with an admixture of business, continued for about an 
hour, and then the court adjourned. At the time of 
parting, 'when Captain Eastwick was about to bid His 
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Higliness, and the family, adieu, the Amir observed : 

Now, I speak to you as a friend; I have a greater 
regard for you than any Englishman I have ever seen, 
for I feel a real pleasure in convc'rsing with you. I 
believe you are a good Christian, with a heart as pure 
as a mirror : I therefore esteem you as one of my own 
sons.” Captain Eastwick bowed, and made a suit- 
able reply. We then left the Davbar for our camp, 
and, after the performance of our daily work, paid a 
parting visit to the old Amir ; and, having chattc'd half 
an hour, left him with our best wishes. 

On the morning of the 30th, we left Khairpur for 
Sakhar ; which place we reached at nine o’clock, a.m. 
As we marched along, easily and leisurely, I observed, 
all along the road. Cassia fistula trees in abundance. 
They are as handsome as the Mimosa srris, but their 
flowers are deep yellow, handsomer than the latter ; and 
their fruits are long spherical beans, about an inch in 
diameter, and from two to three feet in length. The 
tree, with its green foliage, yellow flowers, and bunches 
of ebony stave-like beans pending from its boughs, 
is a picturesque object. The Cassia fistula fruit con- 
tains a quantity of sweet pulp, with a pcxuliar 
smell, covering its seeds, which resemble the ''ijtisus 
cajan, Physicians of India and Persia use the pulp 
as an aperient medicine. A close of om; ounce of it, 
dissolved in hot water, and taken wdth the almond oil, 



318 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LUTFUULAH. 


operates well upon the lower intestines. The Sindhis 
seem to bo ignorant of its good effects, or else they 
might drive a lucrative trade by exporting it to 
Bombay, and other places. 

On the 2nd of April, 1839, preparations were ordered 
for our return to Shikarpur. The press of business for 
the last few days was so great, that I could not leave 
my desk from sunrise to sunset, and was unable to go 
out and sec anything in the country. I therefore stole 
an hour of my employer’s time, and visited the shrine 
of Shah Khairu’d-din, the famous saint of this place. 
The tomb is an excellent piece of architecture, built in 
1029 A.ii., or 1019 a.c. 

On th(' 3rd, we left Sakhar, and reached Shikarpur 
in three easy marches. Here we found the state of 
affairs worse than ever, Biluch robbers had the im- 
pudence to visit the environs of the city, almost every 
day, cutting, maiming, and murdering the poor camel 
drivers, and some of the guards on pasturing duty. 
Our native soldiers were useless out of the lines, for 
want of local knowledge. The tall, well-made, and 
handsome Bengali Sipaliis have not always a heart 
coiTcsjjonding with their outward form. 

Here I give an instance of their prowess, displayed 
by a party of them. On the 6th of this month, thirty- 
nine camels, belonging to Government, under the pas- 
turing care of a Naik and five Sipahis, were seized 
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upon and carried ofF by ten Bilucli robbers in the 
afternoon. Two of the drivers received sword cuts, 
and the sight of tliese bleeding comrades made the rest 
run to the Agency ; and the guards too followed their 
example. The non-commissioned officer then presented 
himself to the Political Agent, and, after his present 
arms,” gi avcly said : The thirty-nine camels, sir, 
are carried off by the robbers just now, sir; two 
drivers arc wounded, and all is well, sir.” The 
report of the officer excited my mirth, so nmcli that I 
left my desk in the room to get rid of my laughter, 
and then I heard the following dialogue between the 
Political Agent and the Naik: — 

Political Agents — What were the numbers of the 
robbers ? 

Ndik , — They were ten, but we discerned a cloud 
of dust behind them, which indicated a larger number 
following. 

P. As — Why did you not fire at the robbers ? 

Ns — Because we were dressing our food under a 
tree ; and, seeing the wounded men run, we ran to you ! 

P- As — You arc very nice soldiers ! 

Ns — I thank your honor for the good word ; I have 
done my duty. 

P- As — Good word and thanks ! I have a great mind 
to give you a court martial for your unsoldierlike con- 
duct. 
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N , — Then wc must thank our own bad luck^ to get 
such a reward from your honor’s hand for our faith- 
ful services. 

P. A , — Leave my prc'scnce. Do not utter another 
word, and do not show me your face again. Eight 
about face ! march to the lines. 

It was on this occasion that I saw Captain East- 
wick lose his temper, for the first time in twelve 
years’ association. He then immediately ordered a 
party of the Bengal Irregular Horse, under Nur- 
baksh Eisalditr, to pursue the banditti ; but no trace 
of them was to be found : they were as if swallowed 
by tlie earth, with the eamels and the spoil. To 
crown other misfortunes, the heat was now so great, 
atteiub'd with the hot wind, that wc felt confident, 
in case nothing else could dc'stioy us, tlie heat would 
very soon. The tliernionK'ter in my small hut was 
110^ in the middle of the day, and in the coolest 
hours. 'Jdie six liours afU'r midnight were the only 
time blessed Avith cool breezes ; but, during the re- 
maining hours, Ave had a AvindoAV of Jahannum open 
towards us : exposure to the sun Avas certain death. 
Oflicers of strong constitution and bulky frames I 
have often secui leaving for the advance one day, and 
the next day their sudden death has been reported 
to us. The natives and the Biluch robbers could 
bear the sun famously : they could trot along almost 
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every day from morning till sunset, exposed to the 
sun, and without eating or drinking, wlilch is be- 
yond the power of our people of India ; Europeans 
are out of the question enlirc'ly. T could not account 
for this great heat; llie place, being about four de- 
gr('es nortl'ward fioni Surat, tlie climate ouglit to be 
cooler than that of (lujarat. 

Not being able to suffer the heat any longer, I 
built a small shed of a prickly bush, V('ry cooling 
in its property, termed Jawassa in Hindustani, in 
front of my hut, and employed a water carrier to 
sprinkle it from morning till evening, 'fliis made 
me comfortable for the time. 

On the morning of tlu* llth, 1 ordc'rcd my ser- 
vant boy to shake iny bedding and jiut it in the 
sun for an hour or so, that tluj moisture imbibed 
by the quilt miglit be dricMl. As soon as the quilt 
was removed from its place, what did T Indiold but 
an immense scorpion, tapering towards its tail of 
nine vertebra?, armed with a sting at the end, cradl- 
ing with impunity at the edge of the carpet. I had 
never s(’cn such a large inoiisler bd’oie. It was 
black in the body, with small bristh's all over, dark 
green in the tail, and red at the stingy 'fLis hideous 
sight rendered me and the servant horror struck. 
In the meantime, an Afghan friend of mine, by name 
Ala Mohamed Kliaii Kakar, a respectable resident 
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of the town, honored me with a visit, and, seeing 
the reptile, observed, Lntfullah, you are a lucky 
man, haviTig made a narrow escape this morning. 
This cursed worm is called Jerrara, and its fatal 
sting puts a period to animal life in a nioment ; re- 
turn, therefore, your thanks to tin; Lord, all merci- 
ful, who gavci you a mnv lifc^ in Iniving saved you 
from th(' mortal sling of this evil bed-companion of 
yours.” — I liavc no fear of tin' worm, ’ re])lied I, 
^^for it dare not sting me unless it is written in 
the book of my fate to be stung by it.” Saying 
this, [ mad(' the animal crawl into a small earthen 
vessel, and stoi)pc‘d the month of it with clay; and 
then making a large lire, 1 put the vessel therein 
for an hour or so, to turn tlu? reptile into ashes, 
which, adniinist('red in dosc's of lialT a grain to adults, 
arc a specific remedy for violent colicky pains. 

I was informed that the revenues of Shikarpur, 
together with its dependencies, amounted to about 
three lakhs of laipec’s, the net amount of which 
is divided into seven share's. I'our of them go 
to two Amirs of Ilydrahad, namely, Niir IMoliamcd 
and Nasir Mulunned, and the remaining three are 
taken by the Amirs of Khairpur, — viz., one of the 
three hy Mir Mnhajak, and the two by Mir Ilus- 
tam. The shares ox tin- Amirs of Ilydrahad are 
iariued to Jetniail. a very clever and powerful 
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Hindu, for tlie sum of 14-,0()0 rupt'cs ])or anuum. 
Jctmall was originally a liquor mcrcliant, but hi: 
wealth, talent, and ability rais('d him to this higli 
station in life. He is a very tall as well as bulky 
man, and is said to mak(^ his su[)per upon one goat 
and a bottle of brandy every night. 

The revenues of Khair])nr, with its depcndc'ii- 
cies, my iriend. Jet Singh the banker, informed 
nug amounted to about five lakhs of rupees (or 
<£50,000) ])(n* annum, which sum, bcung divided 
into five shares, three' go to iMir liustam, one to 
Mir JMubarak, and the remaining one to other mcm 
bers of the family. 

On th(^ morning of the 12th, Ca])tain .Kastwick 
being infonmnl that a large party of IJiluch robbers 
were lying in ambush about thirty mih's off, deter- 
mined to sur])rise them, lie Ic'ft the camp at noon 
Avith about twenty irregidar horsemen, and reached 
the spot early the next morning, where he found 
small lieaps of ashes — the sign of the outlaws having 
prepared their nu'al there — and the dung of their 
horses, too, lying about. Finding the ashes cold 
and the dung quite dry, Avhich indicated their hav- 
ing hdt the place more than six or seven hours be- 
fore, he returned, disappointed, late in the evening, 
fatigued and exhausted by the terrific heat. 

Seeing now the emergent necessilN of i\ii^iug a 
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local corps to keep the marauders in check, he sent 
in an application to government to be permitted to 
do so ; but, as time did not allow him to wait 
for an answer from the authorities, he at once, on 
his own responsibility, began on the 15tli to enlist 
Biliichis, selecting especially the two chiefs of the 
clans of Khosas and Kiihiiis, who were at feud with 
the banditti of the following clans, most notorious 
at this time for their black deeds. 

1. Domki; 2 , Jakrani ; 3. Bugti ; 4. Marrl ; 5. Ma- 
zdri ; 6. Lagliari ; 7. Biirdi ; 8. Bind ; 9. Birohi. 

Tile first chief that wc took into employment was 
Kadirbaksli Khosa, a very handsome young man, 
aged about twenty-five, with fifty liorscmen. He 
was to have the command over all the Ivliosas and 
others that w('rc to be enlisted tlirongh him. !My 
task was a difllcult one now, as I had to take down 
the names and descriptions of the wild men and their 
wild horses : some of them laughed heartily when 
I took down their names, looking at their face for 
their complexion and distinctive marks. Others really 
took me to be a magician, and tried my wit if I 
could pronounce their name after an hour by re- 
ferring to niy book, which having done very easily, 
tlicy returned from my presence with their mouths 
wide open. They had no idea as to their ages. 
]Mcu with grey beards wanted me to believe that 
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they were not more than twenty-five or thirty. I 
asked one of them if he recollected the (dder Mir 
Fath All Khan’s expelling the Kalhoras from Sindh, 
He replied, That occurred only a few years ago, 
wlicii I was a young boy and used to go to tlie fields 
to pasture cattle with a pellet bow.” At such non- 
sense I could not help laughing, for the event alluded 
to took place in 1799, a.d., and, accordingly, he must 
have been full seventy, though evidently not more 
than forty. lie did not like my laughing, and, hold- 
ing mo by the hand, remarked, JMy good friend, 
you seem to be one of the true believers, but having 
associated with the infidel Faringis for a long time, 
you have lost your conscience, and you wil^ there- 
fore never give credit to a Muslim.” I begged his 
pardon, and told him not to concern himself about 
my laughter, to which bad habit I was unfortunately 
addicted, and that he Avould always find me ready 
to give my belief to the word of my brother Muslims. 

On the 2Gth our secret informers brought us the 
news of a Persian genthmian of suspicious character 
having arrived in the city. We immcdiat(‘ly repaired 
to his quarters, and found that two camels were 
being loaded, and his servants were preparing, for 
their intended march. We soon fouii 1 that lie was 
a gentleman, having some object in view which he 
took ^care to avoid divulging, by turning the con- 
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versatioii to different topics, and telling us that he 
was a Dervesh, by name Nur Shall, and had nothing 
to do with worldly affairs. Under these circumstances, 
the political agent tohl lilni that he must consider 
himself under arre.st until some reasonable explana- 
tion of liis being in the country was given. These 
words starth'd him at onc(', and he remonstrated 
against the measure with tlu' characteristic Persian 
rhetorical fliu'iicy ; but all was of no avail, and he 
was taken to the Agency as a State prisoner. 

In the afternoon 1 was deputed to proceed to 
Khanpur, about thirteen miles from tliis, to visit 
Kanifil Ivhan, the chief of tin* Xahiri clan, to per- 
suade him to visit the Folitical Agent, with the pro- 
mise of his being employed in tin* Government ser- 
vice. I was to tell him that the nKiltrcatment which 
his tribe and himself had experienced from Bijar 
Ivhan Domki, the outlaw, should lie taken into con- 
sideration. I proce(‘dcd with my escort of half a 
dozen of tin.* Biluchis, and reached the place late at 
night, all safe, without having had the honor of an 
encounter with the robbers. The Biluchis of my 
escort were merry fellows, and as soon as they were 
out of the confines of the cantonment and in the 
forest, they seemed to have attained to the summit of 
happiness, and beguiled the way in laughing, talk- 
ing, and singing. I asked them how it would fare if 
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Avc were attacked by the robbers. In such a case, 
replied they, we must attack them in return; and 
they reassured me in th<i followini^ words : Be 

not anxious about it, my friend ; no robber dare 
touch thy person as long as we six have our heads 
on our shoulders.” 

Old Kainal Khan received me with the frankness 
and hospitality of tin' tribes of the wilderness. He 
had two excellent sheep roasted, and some cakes made 
with clarified butter. Upon these daintic^s I dined 
with him and a number of his Jliluch relations. We 
then performed our prayers, in which, being re- 
quested, I stood as leader, and acted my part to 
the satisfaction of my wild congregation. Before 
going to bed, which was made of straw, I con- 
versed fully with Kamal Khan on the subject of 
my mission, and brought to his view the unlimited 
benefits he was to obtain by his immediately entering 
our service. He expressed his consent, aiul said that 
he and his clan woidd be hapx)y to serve the English 
cause, on condition of non-interference with his re- 
ligion ; for he was told by some people that the 
English would first take the country, and then force 
the people to embrace their religion. I assured him 
that he need have no fear about that, and should not 
listen to the stories and fables fabricated by designing 
persons. I asked him if he had heard of any com- 
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pulsory measures, towards persons of any religion, 
ever adopted by the English in India, where tlicy had 
ruled now for the last one hundred years? In proof of 
their forbearance, I asked him to sec the regiments 
of the army witli his own eyes, in which he would 
lind pooplc of all castes following their own religions 
without any interference on the 2^‘0*t of the Govern- 
ment] and lastly, I asked him what opinion he had 
of myself, who had been with the English more than 
twenty-two years. Hearing this, he put his index- 
hng(‘rs upon both his eyes, in token of his believing 
me witli liis lieart and soul. 

On tlie next morning, very early, we left Khanpur 
in company with Ivanuil Klian, and rc'ached the Agcmcy 
at Shikiirpur at eight o’clock, a.m. I pia'scnted liim 
to the Political /Vgent, by whom In? was taken into 
the service of the Honorable Uumpany, with his 
coll(\agucs, on the promise of theii* ever being faith- 
ful to the Eritisli interc'sts. 

On the kM)th, being rccpiestcd by some friends of 
the towm, I visited a wonderful man there. It appears 
that nature, deviating from the usual course, gave this 
man a small trunk, like an ch'phant, on the right 
side of his face, bc'ginning from the forehead to his 
chin. With his left eye only could he see, the other 
being covered with this superlluous part of the body. 
He was a young man of about tw enty, sound in mind. 
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as he gave rational answers to the several questions 
I put to him in the Sindlu language. 

Another difliculty now made its appearance in the 
state of affairs. Our dheiplined people could not 
know the newly employed Biluclus from the robbers. 

Whenever they chanced to see three or four of 
these paid Biliiclus near the '' amp, parties of twenty 
or thirty native soldiers rushed upon them, seized 
them furiously, thraslied them, and brought tliem into 
our pr('S('nce, sometimes wounded, too. 

We did not like to rouse the anger of our new 
lions in taming tliem, so we proposed to them to wear 
our belts as a mark of the service ; and, with some 
difliculty, we prevailed upon them to submit to the 
halter of our bondage. 

On the 5th of JMay, the Political Agent ordered the 
bay Arab horse of his, that I was allowed to ride, 
to be lent to Sarwar Jvliaii Loliani, who rode this 
beautiful animal, and went off with a paj ty of our 
Biluch horsemen after the robbers, in the heat of the 
sun, the thermometer being 150^, leaving his own 
horse to enjoy the stable. Jle returned in the even- 
ing with the party, having succeeded (as he pre- 
tended) in overtaking one of the robbers only, whose 
head they severed from the body and brought to 
the Agent to show their valor. Poor bay horse ! 
he brought his brutal rider back, and no sooner was 
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he 1 usaddled in the stable than he dropped down 
dead. 

The heat was now insufferably great. I ordered 
some eggs to be placed in the sun to see the power 
of the lieatj and found them well roasted in about 
forty minutes. 

On the 7 th, a party of our lliluchis, under th(' com- 
mand of jMisri Khan Kliosa, overtook a trail" of 
robbers, and had a skirmisli with them, in which 
Misri Khan himself received two wounds on Ids 
shoulder and leg. Ilut he succeeded in bringing in 
four of the baiulitti prisoners, being of the Domki 
and Dasliti clans, the companions of the notorious 
lluhnian. The Political Agent consulted Diwau Jt't- 
mall, the governor of Shikarpur, about dis2)osing of 
them. The Governor gave his opinion that they should 
at once be despatched by a disgiacel’ul and torturing 
kind of death. The Political Agent and his English 
friends agreed in putting these' poor devils to death, 
but they remitti'd the torture, and ordered their being 
hanged one by one every day. AVTieii I interpreted 
the horrible sentence to them with a throbbing heart, 
especially pointing out one of them for the execution 
of the next day, they stared at me very fiercely, with- 
out uttering a word ; but the man pointed out, care- 
lessly replied, 'Me kf raza Khudah ji,” /.c., '"God’s 
will must be done.” As for my friend, Misri Khdn, 
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he had his wounds stitched and dressed by our doctoi 
without a sigh or sob, returned his thanks to the 
medico, and went home unaided and unconcc'nu'd 
about the loss of a large quantity of blood, with 
which all in dress was wet. At his departure I saiil 
I was sorry to sec him involved in that misfortune 
which his own ambition had broiiglit upon him. 

Call it not misfortune, man,” replied he angrily ; 

it is honor not obtainable by every man, tlic marks 
of which shall over be indelible upon my person.” 
After this I wished him a speedy rcco^cry, and we 
parted for the time. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Zark Doniki. — The sloniiiii" of Khangarh. — Tlic new Governor of 
Sliikarpur.— Mr. Iloss l>ell.— Abd’iirraliman and liis civilized Ikido. 
— Seclusion of Women, desirable or not. — Voyage 1o llydrabad. — 
I oblain leave for three months to revisit Surat. — Voyage and 
journ(‘y to Janrabad. 

Early next morning a dclachmcnt of our regiment 
and some armed people of tlie governor took one of 
the prisoners to the other side of the town to be 
executed. Rut, alas! dc'stiny led them to take one 
Zark Domki, instead of tlic riglitfril individual. It 
made, however, very little difrcienee, as the sentence 
of death had passed for all of tliein, and they were 
to be hung one after another every day. Poor Zark’s 
cup of fate being filled Ix'foia? tbe others, he proceeded 
to the place without uttering a word, whilst the rest 
had some time more in the world. 

On the 11th wc heard of a fight between a detach- 
ment of the 5th Bombay N. I., some Biluch Horse, 
and the Khosas of Khangarh. Four of our men 
were killed, and a Subahdar and a Mr. Stanley were 
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slightly wounded. The Khosas lost thirty men. 
Want of knowledge of the language was the cause 
of this misfortune. All the friendly signals on the 
part of the Khosas in tlu3 fortress were taken to 
he hostile by our people, as was proved before the 
Political Agent afterwards. K ext morning the wounded 
and prisoiicrs being brought in, the Political Agent 
set the latter at liberty, and had the former put under 
the care of our European physician. 

A great annual fair being lield at the branch of 
the river, about one mile from the town, in lionor 
of the inundation, I proceeded to .\itncss the same, 
and found a great concourse of the natives of both 
sexes assembled. I had the opportunity of seeing 
beauties of the Hindu caste unveiled, and 1 dc(darc 
I found some of them no less gracebil and charm- 
ing than the nymphs of England. Mirth prevailed 
everywhere to this degree that, in one of these happy 
assemblies, I saw an old Hindu with a long flowing 
white beard, dancing to the sound of a tainbo urine 
played by a handsome lady, who assisted the jolly 
old fellow wdth her delicate voice every now and 
then in bis liistorical songs. On the 18th, I paid 
a visit to Jet Singh, the banker. Amongst the jewels 
pawned to him, I saw a very handsome pair of 
emerald earrings. Each of the two emeralds was 
somewhat larger than a pigeon’s egg, and without 
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a flaw. They were considered worth ^1^0,000 rupees, 
and were mortgaged to liim for 18,000. 

Shikarpur has been for two or three days with- 
out a governor : Jetniall, the late Governor, being 
told lie was to be removed, absconded. In the mean- 
time, an order arrived irom Hydrabad, saying he 
was not to be changed for the present, which hav- 
ing been forwarded by his friends to the place where 
he was, lui made his app(‘arance, and had scarcely 
returned, wdien the unpleasant news of his adver- 
sary’s approach caused Ins second flight. 

4'akki Shall, eldest son of Ismail Shah, the new 
Governor, arrivc^l on the Sbtli and, after taking charge 
of his office, paid his visit to th(' Political Agent, to 
whom he gave some complimentary messages on the 
part of his masters and his old father the minister, 
lie expressed his deep regret that the plans of the 
Court to ensnare his predecessor w^ere unsuccessful; 
otherwise he would have made the golden bird lay 
innumerable golden eggs for the benefit of his mas- 
ters and himself. 

On the (3th of June, Mr. lioss Bell, the new 
Political Agent, arrived. Idis outward appearance was 
strikingly handsome. 13ut I soon found this hand- 
some edifice w^as darkened by pride, ostentation, and 
vanity. lie considered all men below his dignity, 
and treated tlie Government servants as slaves. 
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Mr. lloss BelPs mode of conducting business was 
strangely dificrent from what I liad ever seen. He 
had no confidence in his subordinates, and they had 
no feeling of alh'giancc towards him in the perform- 
ance of their duty. Lying down upon his sola, the 
giwat man dictated liis letters to his cringing JMuiishi, 
who dared not seat himself, cither on the floor or on 
a chair, and was obliged to take down word by word, 
whc'ilier sense or nonsense, standing upon his legs, 
with his inkstand fastened to lus Avaistband. Who 
could stand such degradation as this? T Avould not 
submit to it for the salary of the Political Agent him- 
self: but my friend, Trebania Saha, as Avell as his 
colleagues, seemed . to enjoy the slavery with open 
forehead. 

One morning aft(’r breakfast. Captain Eastwick sent 
for me to fill up some blanks in his iinal report of 
Upper Sindh, lie Avas in the same room Aviih jMr. 
Ross Bell, Avho Avas dictating a letter to his IMunshi. 
I answered several questions put to me, and Avas in 
the act of leaving the room, Avhen I heard the great 
man dictating an erroneous sentence, Avhich his auto- 
maton secretary took doAvn exactly, and, reading it 
out, stood Avaiting for the next. Thinking that, if 
the sentence remained, it Avould prov(* injurious to 
the British interests, I could not help speaking out 
in correction of the error ; u})on Avhich the great 
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man stared at me fiercely, as if he would devour me 
up, had it been in his power to do so. But, without 
caring about his anger, I turned my back and pro- 
ceeded to my own desk. In the evening, Captain 
Eastwick told me that INIr. Boss Bell was very angry 
with me for my interference in liis business. I said 
to liini that a sense of duty caiis('d me to correct the 
mistake. 

In tin' niglit of the 24th of June, at twelve p.m., 
I was roused IVoin sleep, and was sent for to the 
private room of the Agency. I found there Captain 
Eastwick and ]\Ir. Bell sitting up, with some Persian 
letters in their hands. I took my seat, and Mr. Bell 
said something in French, M'hicli I giu'ssed was a 
question as to 'wh('ther confidenc(‘ could be ])lnced in 
me. On receiving a reply in the ahirmative, the papers 
were handed to mo to be r(‘ad and ex])lained. I did 
as requirt'd. I believe the h'tters wt'rc intercepted 
by some designing dependant of the great man. After 
I had read out the papt'rs, and the great man had 
taken some notes, he discussed the subject with Cap- 
tain Eastwick, ill French, for about It'u minutes; and 
then I was ordered to proceed forthwith to Sakhar 
with a message of importance to Fath Mohamed Khan 
Ghori, the minister. 

So, in the morning of the 25th, at one o’clock, a.m., 
1 left Shikarpur, and reached my destination in the 
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camp of the minister at eleven o’clock, a.m. 1 de- 
livered the message, took my hreakfabt with him, 
and then selecting a quiet place to shelter myself 
and the horse from the sun, I wrote out the report 
of my mission, ciiid despatched it to Caj^talu East- 
wick by one of tlie horsemen of my escort. T took 
my rest for about four hours, if rest it could be 
called, for the thermometer under the tree wdiicli 
shaded me was and tiien I started at three 

o’clock, p.m., for Shikarpur, where I arrived, much 
fatigued, at half-past eleven, ]).m. 

On the 24th of July I was deputed to j)ay an 
ofEcial visit to Mir Ismail Shah, the minist(‘r of 
Hydrabad, who arrived that morning on his way 
to Calcutta. lie had passed eighty-five years, and 
was actually in his dotage. He had eight sons, 
all of them holding high and respectable situations 
under the Government. lie was said to have five 
lakhs of rupees in ready cash in his cofleis, and 
held several villages. So much, I should say, ought 
to have satisfied him ; but no, he was after more 
and more until he was no more. 

On the 29th of July, Captain Eastwick, recei\ing 
his instructions to return to Hydrabad and le.-annj 
charge of the Itcsidency there, I made over all 
the drafts of the letters to my fri(‘nd, Captain 
Postans, the Assistant Political Agent, and employed 
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myself in preparation for the happy return to Hy- 
drabad. 

I paid parting visits to several friends in the town, 
amongst whom was Abdu’rrahnian Khan Durrani, the 
monocular. This old gentleman, according to the 
English ideas, had attained a great degree of civili- 
zation in permitting his wife to see his friends 
unveiled. I liad the good luck of visiting this 
lady and conversing with her more than once ; and 
this time, having received an invitation, I had the 
pleasure to dine with her and her civilized husband. 
This damsel, in her beauty and charm, excelled the 
fiiir sex of Shikarpiir, and in wit, talent, and ability, 
surpassed her simple-hearted husband, whom she 
seemed to lead by tlic nose. 

Seclusion of women from the society of men is 
considered a fault by the Engli.-li, but a virtue by 
us, the true believers. 'J'he English leave their 
women to remain uncontrolled in life, and permit 
them to enjoy the society of men both in public 
and private. Poor creatures I naturally weak, how 
many of them fall victims to the brutal intrigues of 
men ! ITow many families of high name have been 
ruined by this unreasonable license ! In London 
alone, eighty thousand females arc said to be regis- 
tered in the black records. If you take an evening 
walk in one of the quarters of that greatest city of 
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the world, called llegcnt Street, you will find many 
ladies of exquisite beauty and high accomplishments, 
forsaken by their relatives and friends, in the practice 
and perhaps under the obligation of committing black 
deeds. Wlio is to blame for all this ? I say, nothing 
else but the license established by the civilizers. 

1 do not say that all Mohamedan ladies are vir- 
tuous. Virtue and vice are two sisters, the former 
fair and the latter black ; and no nation has ever 
been and sliall ever be uninfluenced by the two 
ladies. But limits and restraints prescribed by the 
Mohamedan law and usage in domestic aflairs, 1 am 
bound to say, at all events prevent increase in vice 
and decrease in virtue. The time of Moliamedan 
ladies being occupied in needlework, in the perform- 
ance of their religious duties five tinu's a day, in 
looking over their kitchens, and other household 
aflairs, they have no leisure to think of admirers. 
Their marriages are arranged by their parents, who 
are their best friends, and whose experience in worldly 
affairs must be greater than theirs. Opportunities are 
in general afforded to the bride to see her would-be 
husband from a loop-hole or a window before she is 
married to him ; and no matrimonial contract is con- 
sidered binding, unless the lawfully attested consent 
of both parties is first obtained, and taken down by 
the law officer appointed by the Government to 
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solemnize the marriage. Thus many bitter feuds and 
lasting animosities which poison the minds of con- 
tending rivals are avoided, and marriage beds are 
not only free from contamination but from the dread 
of it. In short, seclusion secures women from those 
delusions and temptations which irritate the mind 
witli fleeting joys, leaving behind the j^erinanent sting 
of bitter remorse ; while, never having tested the 
universal triumph and dominion which beauty gives 
in the circle of Europe, the pang of lost power is 
not added to the j^ainful sensation of fading cliarms. 

On the 12th of August, 1839, wc left Shikarpur 
for Hydrabad, embarking on board two small flat 
boats, called deHSy engaged to receive us at one of 
the branches of the river Indus, two miles from the 
town. It was with some difficulty that Captain East- 
wick extricated himself from the multitude of his 
visitors, some of whom ran to pay their respects to 
him, and overtook us when we w*erc as far as six 
or seven miles from the town. The very high rise 
of the w-ater at this season afforded us a beautiful 
landscape, d'hrec enemies we had to contend with 
during our voyage, — the heat of the sun, the rats 
of the boat, and the mosquitos of the river. The 
first tried his power uj^on us all day long, the second 
disturbed our sleep, and the third sucked our blood 
during the night. 
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In four (lays’ voyage, by pulling a:id dragging 
the boats through the canal, we reached Sakhar once 
more on the 15th, where, on the next day, I had 
the pleasure of seeing Captain Eastwick’s younger 
brother, destined to be an assistant to the Political 
Agent, and found him well accj^uainted with several 
Asiatic languages. We made a stay of about one 
week here, during which time we received the tidings 
of the capture of Ghazni by Sir J. Keane. 

The state of affairs in Upper Sindh seemed to be 
fast deteriorating. The new Political Agent was mostly 
engaged in quarrelling, particularly with the Brigadier 
General. Sucli a line of conduct must prove pre- 
judicial to the service. 

We left Sakhar on the 24th of August and reached 
Hydrabad on the 28th, all safe. We enjoyed hardly 
five days of peace here, in the very pleasant society 
of Captain J. D. Lcckie, when Captain Eastwick, 
being attacked with fever, was obliged to proceed 
to Tatta and thence to Karachi, leaving me and 
the baggage, at the camp at Tatta. I myself, too, 
had several attacks of fever, and, not being able to 
obtain a medical gentleman’s aid, I pliysicked my- 
self with nothing but senna and wormwood infusions, 
finding the latter plant spontaneously growing here in 
abundance about the camp. 

On the 15th of September we had a hot day, but the 



U2 


AUTOmOGRAPHY OF LUTFULLAli. 


evening was nicely cool, and twilight adorned the sky 
all round with various lively hues, when on a sudden 
a dark cloud, rising from the south-west direction, 
spread itself all over, and substituted darkness for 
the former beautiful scene ; and then a very heavy 
rain began to fall, attended w’ith a severe hurricane, 
lightning, and thunder. I had seen three tempests 
within the last four montlis in Sindh, but this was 
the fatlicr of all. Many ollicers’ tents were torn to 
pieces and flew aAvay ; but my small tent, having the 
advantage of several iron pegs driven in the stony 
ground, remained in statu quo, though the water, 
forcing througli the entrenchments, rose about two 
feet high, on the surface of which floated my bed 
and furniture. This continued for about two hours, 
and at 8 o’clock, p.m., the severity of the weather 
was luckily changed for calmness, and we went to 
bed all wet through and through. The weather con- 
tinued stormy alternately till the J20th. 

On the evening of the ^38th 1 witnessed a horrid 
sight: a sip^lu of the Gth Company, ^6th Regiment 
N. L, committed infanticide and suicide. The man 
was a Maratha, aged about thirty. He lost his be- 
loved wife ten days before, after having given birth to 
a child, and the poor man had to take care of three 
children, the first five years old, the second three, 
and the third the newly-born one, besides having 
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to perform his onerous duties as an English soldier. 
Overpowered by such miseries, his reason was dark- 
ened, and could suggest to him no remedy except 
putting a period to the lives of the innocent creatures 
and his own. So at ten o’clock, p.m., he ir:st killed 
the two elder children by cutting their throats, and 
then shot himself dead. I coidd not help weeping 
over the bodies, and the thought of their miserable 
fate rendered my night an unhap])y one. 

On the 19th of October Captain Eastwick returned 
to Tatta, after five weeks’ absence, and then on the 
21st we left again for Ilydrabad to conduct the 
business of the Residency. Having had to go against 
the stream, we reached the ca])ital in four days, pull- 
ing and dragging the boat. On my arrival I was 
sorry to find my friend Captain Lcckie over ex- 
hausted with fever, and reduced to a skeleton. 

On the 29th I had a very severe attack of fever, 
which, increasing every day for one week, prostrated 
my strength entirely, and rendered me so weak that 
I was unable to move in bed without aid. Captain 
Eastwick’s anxiety for my recovery exceeded that of 
a father for his son. May God Almighty reward 
him for his generosity ! There was no physician to 
be referred to. The mixture of senna and worm- 
wood was the only remedy at my command. The 
disease at last began to abate, after nine days, and 



344 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LUTFULLAH. 


then the cooling sherbet of sugar brought on healing 
effects in three days, and I felt myself quite re- 
covered. But the disease had rendered me so weak 
that I could not stand up and walk for some days. 
In the mc'an time, the month of Bamzan occurring, 
I was prevented by weakness from observing the 
fast. 

About this time, as I one morning walked out of 
tlie Besid('ncy compound, a young man with a rough 
stick ill Ids liand and a portmanteau upon his shoulder, 
coming uj) to me, pronounced tlui formal salutation 
of a true believer, and inquired if there was a great 
man in the liesidency house, and if he could be 
seen. I took him to be a rude beggarly traveller, 
and, giving a rough answer to his query, turned 
my back. After this he went to the Besidcncy gate, 
but the guard, seeing Ids miserabh' appearance, would 
not admit him. He then seated Idmsclf under a tree ; 
and, taking out a piece of bread from his bag, em- 
ployed himself in chewing the same. After my walk, 
I returned to my own quarters, and, when at break- 
fast, thinking of his deplorable condition, I sent my 
servant to him with a loaf of bread and some curry, 
but he was not to be found anywhere. In the after- 
noon, when I took some papers to Captain Eastwick 
for his signature, to my great astonishment I found 
the same adventurer in English dress sitting at the 
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table, and conversing with Captain Eastwick in pure 
English. I was introduced to him. His name was 
Curzon, and I found him to be a man of superior 
education and liigh qualifications. lie knew the 
Hindustani, rersian, and Arabic languages so well, 
that he even deceived me that morning, when he ad- 
dressed me, into tliinking him a native. He had 
travelled from Calcutta in the same state, and on the 
21st, again ho disguised himself in his former garb, 
and i)arted witli us to proceed to Turkey. I had the 
ph'asurc of sc'cing him afterwards in London, in 1844. 

On the niglit of the 27th, official intelligence of a 
battle at Klielat r ('ached us. It announced the death 
of IMihrab Khan, and the capture of his fortreso. 

Next morning the Amirs were officially informed 
of this success, upon which they ordered a salute of 
twenty -one guns to be fired from the castle, and the 
city to be illuminated in the evening. Private infor- 
mation mentioned that the Amirs were exceedingly 
sorry to learn of the fall of Khelat, and of the death 
of the chief, with whom they Avere not only on terms 
of intimacy, but to whom they were also related by 
marriage. Mir Mir Mohamed’s father, ]Mir Ghulam 
All, had married a sister of Mihrab. Such are 
worldly affairs; a nephew is obliged to order public 
rejoicings at the death of his uncle. 

On the 1st of December, Captain Eastwick had 
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another relapse of fever, which confined him to his 
bed at once. He held on for a week in hopes of 
getting better ,* but tlie fever rising higher, he became 
weaker and worse every day. Our return to Karachi 
was then determined upon, and in the afternoon of the 
8th we left the Kesidency in charge of Lieut. White- 
lock of the 11th Regiment Ey. N. I. We reached 
Tatta in the morning of the 10th once more, and 
Kaicichi on the llth. Our servants, too, were in 
a condition 'worse than ourselves. One of my head 
servants, Hasan, was a large man of strong make, 
and gigantic stature, and, when in health, I never 
found him eat less than four pounds a day. But 
now the fever had reduced him to a phantom of what 
he was. His native land being Burbandar, I took 
the opportunity of sending him home by a Sindhi 
boat sailing for that port. 

Under such circumstances my fears were great. I 
applied, therefore, to Captain Eastwick for leave for 
three months, which he granted, and furnished me 
with the following certificate, and a peon, by name 
Abdul Karim, to take care of me on my way home. 

“My ]Mnnslu, Lulfullali Khan, leaves mo for three months to visit 
liis family at Surat. In this world of accidents many circumstances 
may occur to prevent his return. I cannot, therefore, allow him to 
depart without recording my deep sense of the value of his services, 
and the high estimation in which I hold him as a friend and pre- 
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ceptor. I have had opportunities of narrowly observing his charaelor 
at intervals during the last eleven years, and I can' conscientiously 
affirm that, as a native of India, t have schloin mot. his otiiinl, never 
his superior, in liberality of sentiment', in tht‘ feelings and manners 
of a gontleinan, in an ardent desire of knowledge, and imh'latigabbi 
industry in its pursuit. AVben the iliHerence of the a<lv;mtages of 
an Asiatic and European education is considered, ho will hoar a 
comparison with the best of my own count ryTinm. F can only add 
that I can never forget my obligations to him, and that, while his 
character remains the same, 1 shall always be proud to jiumber 
him among!-1 my friends. That health, success, and prosi)erily may 
attend him whorever ho goes is the sincere wish of his attached 
friend. 

( Signed) “ AV. J. E a st wt c k , 

“ Assistant llesidout in Sindh. 

“ Karachi, 

" im December, 1839.” 

There was no vessel at this time bound for Surat, 
but a Sindh! battela, called Ivalimati, under the 
Tindal Kasim, laden with dry fish, was about to 
proceed to Bombay. On inquiring about it, the 
Tindal engaged to land me at any of the nearest 
ports. Kasim,” said I to the Tindal, I would 

be happy to go on board your vessel, but tlic smell 
of your cargo I am afraid would not suit my state 
of convalescence, and would aggravate tlic sea-sick- 
ness.” — My friend, have no fear about it,” replied 
the gigantic Sindhian sailor, I shall have the cabin 
prepared for you, where you shall have no smell 
of any kind. As for the sea-sickness, if you will 
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have any, it will I am sure do you good, and the 
sea breeze will greatly contribute to your health.” 

These and such flattering words persuaded me at 
once, and I embarked all my baggage on the 19th 
of December, on board the Rahmati without taking 
the trouble of going to see her first. On the 20th, 
I i)arted with my master with a heavy heart, wishing 
him all success and happiness, and leaving him to 
the care of the same Supreme Being to whom I 
looked for my safe arrival at Surat. Sadik Shah, 
the Governor, and Nao Mall, the great merchant of 
Karachi, gave me the honor of their company as far 
as the pier head, where I bade them adieu for the 
last time, and, getting into a long boat, was soon 
conveyed on board the Kahmati. 

On reaching the vessel, I was sorry to find it over- 
filled wdtli dry fish from top to bottom : even the 
cabin promised to me w^as not without several bundles 
of them lying at random. The Tindal was ashore, 
and there were no persons of consequence to be 
spoken to upon the subject. I addressed myself to 
the crew, telling them that I would not remain on 
board unless they Avould clean the cabin for me. 
To this they replied very civilly, that they would 
do everything in their pow'er for my comfort, but 
I must wait until the Tindal had arrived. After 
this, I made my bed upon the poop, and, having 
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sprinkled a little lavender all over it, immediately 
on laying my head upon the pillow I was fast asleep, 
and did not wake till the moniiiig, when the melo- 
dious cries of the sailors, in weighing their anchor 
and setting the sails, roused me from my dormant 
state ; and, all of us being true believers without 
exception, jointly pronounced the sacred sentence of 
our Holy Book, usual on such occasions : In the 
name of God, while it moveth forward and while it 
standeth still, for our Lord is gracious and merciful.” 

A nice morning breeze floated our vessel swiftly 
and smoothly, and we were soon out of sight of 
Karachi. By the evening of the 21st we were o])po- 
site to Ghorabari. On the 22iid, I could discern 
the Kach shores by the aid of my tclcsco])e ; and 
by the 2f3rd, wc came in sight of the IMiani Hills 
and Jagat Point, and passed by them gradually. On 
the 24th, it being dead calm all day, our progress 
was very slow. The Tindal had the cabin well 
cleaned for me, and ordered his people to attend 
to my commands implicitly. The sm('ll, too, began 
to be less perceptible every day ; I believe, on ac- 
count of my nose becoming more and more accus- 
tomed to it. 

On Wednesday, the morning of the 25th, the 
Christmas Day of the Christians, we came opposite 
to Bilwal Patan, and then I could keep myself no 
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longer on board tlic Eahmati. I requested Kasim to 
land me, and he executed my orders as promptly as 
usual. I parted with him as a friend, and made him 
a present of a few rupees, which he received very 
thankfully. I found Kasim Tindal to be a man of 
high mind, free from avarice, and endowed with a 
sense of honor ; in fact, he was an exce 2 )tion to the 
general cliaractcr of the Sindhians. 

The (Jovernor of this place, on the part of the 
Kiiwal) of .lunagarh, I was informed was still my 
old Iriend Saiyid vVbdullah Jamadar, who is so highly 
spoken of by the learned lady, ISIrs. Fostans, in her 
travels, and h<; received me with the usual hospitality. 
I passed two days with him in shooting and playing 
chess. 

On the 27th, 1 bade farewell to the good Saiyid, and 
took my way to Jufiial)ad. Having lately sojourned 
for upwards of three years in Kattiawar, I had ac- 
quired a thorough knowledge of every corner of the 
peninsula, and r(?quir('d no guide to show me the way. 

Accordingly I made the following marches : — 


Date. 

Xaiiio of the Villiv-ro. 

ifilei 

fiTth 

Di'imlej 

M 

28lli 

Koit Ncir 

10 

f>9th 

Unah 

12 

30tli 

Kohisa 

12 

81st 

J afivabad 

G 
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This short journey was something like a pleasant 
morning walk, in which I shot a few partridges and 
wild pigeons every day. 

On my arrival at J afirabad, I was received witli hos- 
pitality by the Indo-AJrican authorities of the place, 
the delegates of the Abyssinian chief at Zanjira, near 
Eonibay. Sidi IMohaincd, the Governor, assigned me 
a very nice place in the castle, until a boat bound 
for Surat could be obtained. The population of 
both Jafirabad and Unah appeared to be increasing 
at this time. A great difference seemed to have taken 
place in these towns, from what I had seen two years 
before. The number of house's now amounted to 
about 15,000 at each place. On inquiring tlic cause, 
the old Governor smiled and said, that good govern- 
ment was the only cause of the increase of wealth. 
How could that be the case, observed I, since Unah 
belonged to the Nuwab of Junagarh, whose govern- 
ment he had himself acknowledged to be a tyran- 
nical one. To this he replied that the present 
governor of that place, Fath Xhan, one of the slaves 
of the Nuwab, was a good man ; and, if he continued 
in the situation for some years, which was a matter 
of doubt, Unah was sure to become more populous 
than Jafirabad itself. 

Jafirabad is a large town, one of the three estates, 
viz., Zanjira, near llombay ; Sachin, with its seven- 
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toon villages, near Surat ; and Jaflntbad, in the penin- 
sula, granted by the Peshwa of Puna to Sidi Abdul- 
karim Khan, commonly called Ballu Meah in 1791, 
A.c. The town has a castle and city walls in good 
repair, but which arc commanded from all direc- 
tions. The harbor of Jafirabad is good and safe for 
vessels of small dimensions. The port carries on a 
profitable trader with Bombay, Surat, and other towms 
oil tlic coast of Gujarat, in exportation of cotton, 
clarified butter, and cattle, and might become a place 
of consequence if managed properly. 
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CH APT Ell XII. 


The Slave (iovornor of Jallrahad.— Ret'irii to Surat. — Doatli of the 
Nuwah’s eldest dau'^hter.— -I lake MTvieo with Mr. IVlly. -llt' 
transfers me to Mr. Tiangfonl. — The Nuwah of (Cambay and his 
salt pans. — Once more a Munshi. The Nuwal) of Surat dies of 
cholera. -Sequestration of his property. — Mir .lalir Ah, liis son- 
in-law, prepares to proceed to England.— Engages mo and M r. Scott 
as his Secretaries. 


This year I comniencctl at Jafirahad, under the 
hospitable roof of the Tndo-Abys.sinian Ciovernor of 
the place, vSidi JNIolianicd, Avho was intelligent, well 
behaved, and well versed in the art of governing 
his .subjects. I had met with three govennors, 
once slaves, inferior to no frc'cmen, within the last; 
twelve months, viz., Anand Khawass of Joria Jhm- 
dar, Fath Khan of Unali, and Sidi Mohannul of 
Jaflrahad. Slave.s, when left to their own free will 
in their conduct, prove better than freemen in 
general, for their first subjugation teaches them how 
to act towards their suhordinatc.s. Ihil (Minuch.s are 
an exception to this rule. "Jlic maltreatment je- 

2 ^ 
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ccived by them in the commencement works so 
strongly upon their mental faculties, that they are 
vicious, vindictive, remorseless, and void of fellow 
feeling and sociablcness ever after. 

On the evening of the 2nd of January I took my 
leave of Sidi Mohamed, and embarked on board a 
battela, laden with limestone, proceeding to Surat. 
On the 10th I called at the palace, and i)aid my 
respects to the Nuwab and his two sons-in-law. The 
old gentleman received me with his usual kindness, 
and examined me narrowly about the affairs of the 
Amirs of Sindh, and the success of the English in 
Afghdnistan. His Highness appeared to be in the 
enjoyment of good health, but he was no better in 
a moral point of view. His companions now were 
low, mean, and reprobate persons, worse than before, 
in whose society he passed his time in laughing, 
joking, and nonsense. He had become addicted to 
drinking ardent siiirits in addition to the usual 
dose of opium ; and was guided, or rather mis- 
guided, in all matters by his Minister, Mohamed All 
Bey. Yes, my lord,” and “ very true,” and “ most 
undoubtedly,” were the sentences in general pro- 
nounced by his courtiers in replies to His Highness’s 
remarks, observations, and desires, whether right or 
wrong. After leaving His Highness, when I visited 
his sons-in-law, they were delighted to see me, and 
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complained about their latlier-in-law’s coiuluot in 
life. 

On my way to, and return from, the ])ahice, i 
saw the destructive ('fleets of the late contlagration. 
Nearly one half of the city was turned itito ashes. 
Large naked walls wen^ seen here and there stand- 
ing upright, the only remnant of sublinu' editiees 
and excpiislte mansions. 

On the 22nd 1 learnt that Captain Eastwick was 
proceeding to Bombay on sick leave, fl'hus my re- 
turn to Sindh was rendered unnecessary. 

On the flOth of jMarch I attended the grand funeral 
of the Nmvab’s eldest daughter, IMir Akbar All’s 
wife. Slie died of consumption this morning at flve 
o’clock, at the age of twenty-one. She had had 
four children, but none survived her. This lady is 
said to have been the best of tlu* two daughters. 
Her love for her husband and fatlier was unlimited. 
The principal cause to Avhich is attributed her un- 
timely death, wnis the constant maltreatment experi- 
enced by her from her rival mother, who, being in 
power, and in high favor w’ith the old Niiwab, lett 
no annoyance unpractised towards tliis unfortunate 
victim of her malignity. Mir Akbar AH, having been 
sent for by t]:e (jaikuar at Baroda, had left ten days 
before, and could not be presimt to bid his last larewell 
to his dear beloved wife. This iiobh* lady had taken 
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in adoption a daii”liter of a poor Mughal from her in- 
fancy, whom she loved like her own child, and had 
given to her the name of licr own great great grand- 
mother, Wilayati Jvhanam. The cries of this young, 
innocent, and very pretty girl for the loss of her 
patron mother, moved my sympathy so much that 
I could not help weeping very bitterly like one of 
the relatives and connections for a long while, until 
I left that part of the 2 )alacc to join the procession. 
Little did I know that this very girl was destined 
to be my wife seven years after, and to be the mother 
of my several children. 

For five months I continued my old profession of 
Munshi, when, wishing for (Jovernment employ, I 
went to call upon Mr. Felly. It happened that, as I 
was going upstairs, a ]\[r. IMajor coming out of his 
master’s room, was going down : he called to nn^. 

For (iod’s sake don’t come up.” At first I was 
thunderstruck at this polite rcc(‘ption of a friend; but, 
casting my glance at the steps before me, wdiat did 
1 see but a black s('rpcnt, about one inch in diameter 
and four feet lon.g, lying in ambush for a mouse. 
Mr. Mnjor being nearest the animal, it assumed a 
menacing posture towards him ; but the bold Chris- 
tian, taking his nailed shoe off his foot, gave the 
reptile a blow on its head, which, being inflicted 
on the vital part, nearly finished it, and then a few 



A FRESH OFFICE. 


357 


more blows from Mr. Pelly, myself, and another 
servant, rendered it defunct entirely. 

My good and noble host then asked me to walk 
in : I went in and sat with him ; but the dictate of 
instinct made my face pale, my tongue mute, and 
my heart throb for a little while ; then, asking 
for a glass of water, I drank it, and was relieved 
from the unpleasant effect of the nervousness. I told 
Mr. Pelly that 'want of content and ambition bring 
many misfortunes upon worldly men ; that, not con- 
tented with my presemt income, my ambition brought 
me tlii tiler to ask his favor to give mo a situation 
ill the Government service, and, instead of gaining 
my object, I had nearly lost my life and the object 
itself both together. The old gentleman, smiling at 
my remark, observed, not discouraged, Lutfullah, 
by mere accidents : our life is in the hand of that 
Almighty Being, without avIiosc commands it can be 
injured by none.” He added, it was in his power 
to give me at present a small situation as English 
clerk and translator for thirty rupees per mensem 
in his office, and that he would give mcj thirty more 
out of his own pocket, if I instructed his daughter 
and son in the Hindustani language for an hour 
every morning. This kind offer I accepted at once, 
and thanked my benefactor for his generous and good 
act towards me. 
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On tlie IDth of December I readied Bombay, to 
bid farewell to my old master, Captain Eastwick, 
proccedini^ to England for the recovery of his health. 
We were glad to sec each other after one year’s 
interval, and conversed for many hours together, 
when lie was free from fever. As he was about 
to proci'cd to his native land by the next steamer, 
I stayed all the time with him, wrote several 
official lettiM’s for him, and superintended his domes- 
tic arrangements. On the 1st of January, 1841, 
when we were about to part from each other, he 
was good enough to present me with a letter to 
Mr. Belly and with a sum of money and some 
articles. T told him that I had come to see him, 
and not to receive presents ; but, seeing that my 
refusal ^vould displease him, I spoke no more to 
him upon the subject. At noon I hired a good 
easy carriage for his conveyance to the harbor ; and, 
having carefully put him into it, I seated myself 
by him and held him fast, as he was shivering with 
his cold fit. In this state I conveyed him on board 
the steamer Victoria. lie was then conducted to 
the saloon, Avherc, having spread a small thin mat- 
tress, I made him lie doAvn upon it; and, no sooner 
had I covered him with his cloak, than I was ordered 
to leave the vessel. I then bade him adieu "with 
throbbing heart and tearful eyes, thinking over the 
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difficulties of the long voyage he was to encounter 
in such a state of ill health. 

We poor creatures of limited senses and imperfect 
understanding are easily overpowered with grief or 
rejoicing, without thinking of the unlimited power 
of that Omnipotent Jleing, before whom it W'as not 
difficult to cure the hopeless malady of Job and en- 
gulf Pharaoh and his host in the lied Sea. 

On tlic evening of the 5th, at last finding out a boat 
bound for Surat, I embarked on board of it, and 
we sailed in the name of the Lord. The wind not 
being in favor so much as w^as re([uircd, we reached 
our destination on the evening of the 11th, all safe, 
but greatly fatigued by the effect of the jolting and 
shaking. On the 12th, I attended the office and 
delivered the letter of Captain Eastwick to Mr. Pclly, 
who had the kindness to give me an extract of the 
same, under his own signature, and promised to 
promote me on the first opportunity. I resumed 
my office duties again as usual, and on the 4th of 
February, Mr. Pelly prepared to proceed on his tour 
in the Konkan Zila ; and, having ordered a part of 
his establishment, inclusive of myself, to go along 
with him, I got in readiness and joined him, on 
the morning of the 5th, at the Surat Bar, on board 
his vessel, and was received by him with great kind- 
ness. We had an excellent passage, and reached 
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Karaiija^ the place of our dcstinatiou, on the 7th. 
Entering Bombay Harbor, and leaving that town to 
the left, we landed at the foot of the opposite hill, 
from which spot across to Bombay Castle is about 
three miles. 

On our landing at Karanja, I found a few small 
huts, with inhabitants half naked. Three places were 
called houses : the first was the Government distil- 
lery ; the second, the dwelling house of the Parsi, 
in charge of the same ; and the third was a cara- 
vansary, lately built by Mohamed All Bogey, the 
Nakhuda, a respectable inhabitant of Bombay, whose 
philanthropy and charitable feelings had, I am in- 
formed, induced him to build this place for the ac- 
commodation of travellers. 

Karanja, with its environs, is a very nice healthy 
climate, infiuenced by the sea breeze from three sides. 
In this good places I sojourned peacefully for a period 
of about two months. 

On the 30th of March, Mr. Belly making his pre- 
parations to proceed to the Nilgiris, he ordered me 
and the other clerks of the establishment to join Mr. 
Langford, his substitute, at Bandra. All the mem- 
bers of the establishment, particularly myself, were 
very sorry to lose the generous, noble-minded, and 
good master, Mr. Belly, who knew the merit of all. 
On his departure, he gave me an excellent certificate. 
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a note addressed to his successor, and a liandsome 
present in money. 

The next day I crossed to Bombay in the morn- 
ing, took my breakfast, and hired a couple of carts, 
one for my luggage and servant, the other for myself, 
and proceeded on to Bandra, which place we reached 
at about eleven o’clock, a.m. On starting from Bom- 
bay, my rascally servant, Rahim, deserted me, under 
the pretence of going to buy some provisions from 
the Bazar : I waited for him one full hour, and 
searched for him everywhere in the market, but he 
was not to be found, so I had to bclp myself in 
loading and unloading the carts and making myself 
comfortable in the journey. At Bandra, I put up 
in the small Barsi inn. The daughicr of the Ihirsi 
landlady was a very pretty young woman : she had 
a charming countenance and a fascinating air. Be- 
gin you to converse with licr, and you will imme- 
diately find your heart pierced througli by her sweet 
subduing glances : in fact, she was a lady called by 
the English a civilized woman, and I considered 
it my good luck to eat and drink from her sw('ct 
hands. 

In the evening, I accompanied the lu'ad clerk up 
to the house on the hill, to pay our visit to Mr. 
Langford and to receive his instructions about our- 
selves. Wc sent word that we were waiting to pay 
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our respects ; but the servant returned with the 
answer, ^^Wait till you are sent for.” After two 
hours’ anxious expectation, admittance being granted, 
we went into the presence, and, after making our 
bows, the head clerk was questioned if there was 
any business of emergency which required immedi- 
ate attention. On his reply in the negative, we were 
dismisscKi abruptly, and ordered to be in Surat within 
ten days. Not having had the honor of exchanging 
a word with the new master, I presented Mr. Felly’s 
note of recommendation to him, which he reluctantly 
took from my hand; and, casting a cursory glance 
upon it, he destroyed it, and told me that he had no 
more to say to mo than what ho had just spoken 
to the head clerk, and that Captain Jacob had lately 
given him some information about me. I did not 
like this curt answer with the air of arrogance, and 
had a great mind to tender my resignation on the 
spot ; but the head clerk, who stood by me, read- 
ing my emotions from my forehead, pinched my 
hand to stop my tongue, which prevented me. So 
I bade ]\Ir. Langford a good night without uttering 
another word. On our way home, I told my friend 
Beyzanji, the head clerk, that, after this visit, I felt 
disgusted with the Honorable Company’s Service, in 
which one is required every now and then to be 
cringing before new masters. Don’t you see,” said 
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I, “ that ^li\ Langford says that he had hoard about 
me from Captain Jacoby who, I am sure, has no 
fiivorablc opinion of me; so I should expect no pro- 
motion in tills department.” — “But why should you 
be alarmed C’ replied Ih’yzanji ; “ Mr. Langfoi d can- 
not be always the luad of the establishment: he is 
only acting for Mr. Felly.” 

Our conversation emlcd with our arrival at the 
inn, whc’e we were received by the fairy, the land- 
lady’s daughter, with an open, sweet, smiling coun- 
tenance, which made me forget all cares. AVc took 
our dinner, served by her fair hands, made anangc- 
ments about our starting early in the next morning, 
settled about the hire of the carts for the next stage, 
and went to bed as comfortable as at home. 

Early in the morning of the 1st of April, we left 
Bandra for Surat, and travelled on easily, changing 
our carts at every stage ; wc reached our destination 
on the 8th, all safe. On the J^Otli of November, I 
was ordered by Mr. Langford to accompany him to 
Cambay, where he required my aid in the proposed 
arrangcmeiTts with the Niiwab, as to the salt pans 
of that district. 

On the 24th I left Surat for Cambay witli the clerks 
of the establishment, on board the Government schooner, 
and reached that port in the morning of the 28th 
Immediately on our arrival here, Gopalbhai, the head 
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man of the native establisliinent, and myself received 
instructions to wait upon tlie Nuwab, and to confer 
with him about the business and prepare him to 
acquiesce in Air. Langford’s desires without any fur- 
ther discussion. Afy companion and myself then put 
on our court dresses and, at about half-past ten 
o’clock, proceeded to the court. Ilis Highness hav- 
ing been previously informed of our intended visit, 
we were duly received by an officer of tlie State 
and presented to him in the great liall, opposite to 
a large reservoir. We found the Nuwab, a stripling 
of about eighteen, sitting upon his State cusldon, with 
a bolster beliind him. ]!(' had only four persons 
for liis courti(’rs, sc'ated to the riglit, at a little dis- 
tance from him. These were gentlemanly looking 
men. There Avas another person sitting in the win- 
dow of the hinder gallery beliind a blind screen, 
close to Tlis Jlighness’s cushion, Avatching strictly 
Avhat Avas going on in the court. We could discern 
a human figure, but did not know avIio and what 
he Avas until afteiAvards, Avhen avc Avcrc informed 
that it Avas the uncle, Avhosc daughter Avas married 
to the young NuAvab, and Avho always Avatched him 
very carefully and managed both his public and 
private affairs. T'pon the Avhole, the court, although 
it Avas void of all Asiatic pomp, yet had sufficient 
dignity for State occasions. 



THE NliWxMJ OF CAM HAY, 

Wc took our scat in front of llis Higlincss, aiul, 
after mutiuil inquiries about licaltli, silence I’or a little' 
while prevailed. My coll(‘a»ue, altliougl? high in the 
service', not being versed in court ctif|ucttc and lan- 
guage, whispered to me to explain the subje’ct of our 
mission. 1 then gave the Nnwiil) jMr. Langford’s 
compliments, and began my spf'ccli, commencing with 
praises of the enormous power of the Jhitish (Govern- 
ment and its just and proper use in the hands of its 
authorities. I tlicn came round to the matter of the 
salt pans of his district, and tried my best to impress 
upon his mind that it was impossible to prevent the 
salt being undersold and the revenue defrauded under 
the old system carried on by his pco])lc, and that 
the inanagenn'iit of the pans must, therefore, devolve 
upon the British functionaries. The nrin seemed 
to hear what was said to him, but he would neither 

say yes nor no, nor evc'ii shake his head to sliow 

his approbation or disapprobation. At the end of' 
my speech, therefore, I was obligc^l to ])ut an in- 
terrogative sentence, telling him that, if lie disap- 
proved of the plan suggested, he would oblige us by 
saying so at once, that we might inform ]Mr. Lang- 
ford, who would adopt another mode to remedy the 
evil. ‘‘You are right,” observed IJis Jlighiiess at 

last ; “ think not that I disapprove of all you have 

said ; I shall sec Mr. Langford this afternoon, and 
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settle the matter with him at once.” Thus having 
obtained what wc wanted, we took our leave of liim 
and returned to our lodging in the factory. 

On my return I drew up a report of our vivsit 
and presented it to Mr. Langford, who highly ap- 
pro v(-‘d of it. He told me that, as he required me 
no more in the district, I had better return to Surat 
by the boats tliat had brought us hither, and were 
going biick by the next tide; that I had given him 
all the satisfaction he required in tli(‘ performance of 
my duty during his charge of the ollice, and that 
I sliouhl have my promotion by the first op])()rtiinity. 
I thanked him for these soft and civil words in my 
behalf, and prepared my sell’ imnu'diatc'ly for the re- 
turn. Our voyage back to Siirat was a s])ecdy one, 
and on the 1st of December I r( ‘joined the office at 
that place ; but, hearing that Mr. Langford was going 
to move us to an unhealthy station, I sent in my 
r(’sigiiation. 

Ihung now free from the office slavery, which 
took up seven hours every day for only thirty 
rupees per mensem, I conveniently allotted my time 
to my English piq)ils ; amongst whom I had the idea- 
sure to have ]\Ir. C. J. Erskine, a young man of 
extraordinary talent and ability, Avhom I liked much. 
So industrious \vas he in pursuit of knowledge, that 
in a few months he passed in thia^e hinguagcs, /.c., 
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Hindustani, Persian, and Gujarati; and he paid me 
very liberally, in fact far beyond my expectation. 
Although I was better off in my pecuniary affairs 
at this time, yet certainty of expenditure and un- 
certainty of income rendering me uneasy, I thought 
of having a permanent situation, and, with this view, 
I wrote to Vlir Sarfaraz Ali. On the 13th of April, 
I was regularly engaged to instruct one of this noble- 
man’s sons in the English language for an hour 
every day, on a small salary; but the young noble- 
man, my pupil, seeing afterwards that oni; hour’s 
time was not sufficient, incrcaseJ my salary to fifty 
rupees per mensem, with free tabic and carriage. 
I then gave up all the English pupils, except Mr. 
Erskine. 

Plis Highness the Nuwab was also glad to sec 
me with his only son-in-law now in Surat, the other 
having gone to Earoda after the death of his wife. 
He gave me a nice copy of Goldsmith’s Natural 
History, presented to him by an English friend, and 
asked me to translate it for him into Persian at my 
leisure hours, promising to reward me very hand- 
somely for my labor. This offer I accepted with 
great pleasure. I wrote about two hundred pages, 
every sheet of which, as soon as I finished, was taken 
by His Highness, read with avidity, and carefully 
kept. 
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On tlin evening of tlie Tth of August 1 received 
a note from Mir Jafir All Khan, requesting me to 
attend immediately, as the Nmvab had been taken 
very ill Avith cholera on his return from seeing the 
steamer Carnac for the first time. Instantly on the 
recei])t of this unwelcome note I ran to the palace, 
and on my arrival near the room where His High- 
ness was, 1 saw Dr. J. Tawsc leaving it with some 
instructions, and the ihirsi Natives Agent following 
him. I cnt(n-cd the room and saw His Highness in 
a bad state, his face changed, his eyes sunk deep, 
?ind his voice low ; in lact, 1 found him beyond the 
reacli of remedy. Besides, his being under the care 
of his iiliilosophical Minister and his sajiicnt young 
attendants, ensured his speedy departure from this 
world. I felt dcc'ply for the ])oor old man, thinking 
that all his state, w^'alth, and dignity were now un- 
able to save him. 1 whispered my idea to my young 
master, taking him aside ; but he did not like to 
hear what 1 spoke to him, and, instead of resorting 
to some jireeautionary measur( 3 s, began to cry like 
a child. Seeing that it was no time for advice, I 
sootlu'd the young man by telling him that he must 
not allow himst If to be overpowered by grief. 

In the meantime, it being announced that the 
Nuwab’s favorite wife and his daughter were com- 
ing down to see him, we left the room clear for 
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the ladies of the palace. The visit of these children 
of weakness and simplicity caused the old man to 
lose a part of his remaining senses. At four o’clock, 
p.m., death at last relieved him from all liis pains 
and anxieties. Tlie poor old man died thus sud- 
denly at the age of fifty-nine years, after enjoying 
his nominal Nuwabship about twenty-one years. 

Ilis young son-in-law’s grief, confasion, and dis- 
tress W('re at this moment inexpressibly great. 1 
prevailed upon him, however, to write an express 
letter to his father at Baroda, whose experience and 
timely aid he so particularly rc'piircd at tliis critical 
juncture. After this, at my earnest request, Ik^ sealed 
the Treasury Eooms, with the account books and 
records, &c. At dawn we broke the seal of tln^ 
treasury again to take out some money for the funeral 
expenses, but to our astonishment we louiul in the 
money chest nothing but a vacuum, thougli the smu 
of 8,oo3 rupees, 5 anas, and 4 pices of the Nusviib’s 
monthly pension had been received from tlie (Col- 
lector’s Treasury only two days before. The Minister’s 
pretended grief for the loss of his master was so great 
that he could not say how the money obtained its 
wings, and flew away in so short a tim<‘, and his 
subordinates’ mouths were closed. The rooms were 
then locked and scaled up again, and INlir Jalir AH 
got from his own banker five bundled rupees lor the 
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funeral expenses. It is a most remarkable thing that 
a man, having an income of nearly two lakhs per 
annum, had not at the time of his death sufficient 
money in his treasury to defray the charges of his 
own first stage to the other world. 

On the decease of the Nuwab, the descendants of 
his great great grandfather and his repudiated wife 
prepared to take their revenge upon the surviving 
family of the deceased. 

Petitions on the part of the conflicting parties, re- 
viling and abusing each other, were sent in to 
Government. It was considered advisable that Mir 
SarAuaz All should proceed to Bombay, taking me 
along witli him to represent the claims of his son, 
and daughter-in-law, and her chikli en, to Government, 
in person. So on the 3rd of October I left Surat 
for Bombay, in company with the old gentleman in 
whose most agreeable and valuable society I passed 
two months. 1 drew up two petitions to Govern- 
ment for him, of wliich he approved very highly, 
and conferred a liandsoinc reward of five hundred 
rupees on me. Also he wrote a very flattering note 
in his own handwriting to my address, which I pre- 
serve on my records as a mark .of his favor. He 
visited the Honorable, the Governor, three times, and 
then received an answer from Government assuring 
him that justice should be done in due tinu'. T^pon 
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this we made preparations for our return to Surat, 
and came back to that city on the 1st of December. 
A few days before our return the property of his 
late Excellency was sequestered by the Government 
Agent, and the parties remained anxiously expect- 
ing the final orders of the supreme Government, and 
building their castles in the air. 

On the 28th I was officially requested by the magis- 
trate of Surat to attend forthwith at the Tolitical 
Agent’s court at Eajkot as a witness. I had accord- 
ingly to proceed thither, and was detained six weeks, 
to my great annoyance and pecuniary loss. 

To return to the late Nuwab’s affairs: fourteen 
months after his late Excellency’s death the supreme 
Government of India sent its dreadful order through 
the Bombay Government, by which the title of the 
Nuwab became extinct, the pension ceased, and only 
such members of the family as avitc in indigence 
were entitled to any support from Government. The 
cars of my young employer, and of all the members 
of the family, were quite stunned to licar this arbi- 
trary order. Mir Jafir consulted with his elders, 
and it was suggested that lie should proceed to Bom- 
bay, and represent his grievances to Goverrimeiit in 
person ; and tliat, if he failed to succeed, he should 
then repair to England. So, in accordance with this 
advice, lie prcqiared to proceed to the Presidency by 
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land, and requested me to accompany him. A lucky 
hour having been fixed by our astrologers for the 
departure, again, in the latter part of the month of 
December, we left Surat for Bombay. Wc proceeded 
on, shooting and hunting all the way, and finished 
our pleasant journey and the month of December 
both together. Vor about five weeks we stayed at 
Bombay, during which time Mir Jafir AH Khan 
waited upon the Honorable the Governor thrice in 
person, and sent in his memorials to Government; 
but no decisive answer being obtained, he made up 
his mind to proceed to England. lie engaged the 
services of an Englishman, Mr. T. J. A. Scott, and 
of myself as his secretaries and interpreters for the 
trip, and passed his agreements to both of us. We 
then returned to Surat on the 4th of February to 
make our final arrangements for the long trip to 
England, and on the l!vth of i\rarch, 1844, we left 
our homes and friends for the other end of the 
M'orld, lid Ceylon. W c chartered the steamer Sir 
James Carnac, as far as that island, and thence we 
had to embark on hoard the large steamer, Bentinck, 
belonging to the l\ and 0. Company. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The voyage to Ceylon.— Christian quarters and the U nclean Animal. 
— Cingalese Gentlemen. — Aden. — Ass-c(iui pages. — The Kaba on 
the move. — Eve’s burial-place. — Sclllshness of John Jkill. — Grand 
Cairo.— ^lohamed Ah.— Mrs. Larking.— Arabic the Language of the 
Huris,— Ale valid ria.— Did Umar burn the great Library ?— Gibral- 
tar.— Arrival at the Mother-bank. 

In tlic afternoon of the loth wc got over our 
official and i)rivatc business in haste, and early the 
next morning, sails and engine being put in motion, 
off we went in the most holy name of the Omniscient 
Being, an atom of whose unlimited wisdom is the 
source of all our sciences from eternity to eternity. 
On the 4th wg came in sight of Vingorla. On the 
15tli we saw Gowa, the Portuguese settlement. On 
the 16th wc passed by the Pigeon Island, and in the 
evening wc got in sight of Mangalur. On the 17th, 
passing by Kalikot, wc made Cochin by dusk. On 
the 18th, at three o^clock a.m., wc had to contend 
with very rough weather, so much so that it not 
only prostrated all our companions, but the crew of 
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the steamer too seemed to be in distress. Poor 
Captain Duverger, a Frenchman, who commanded 
the vessel, walked up and down on the deck all 
the time, cigar in mouth, and the effect of the for- 
bidden liquor in his head. He passed by me every 
now and then as I sat squatted by the side of his 
walk, embracing one of the awning posts, and told 
me, My friend, tell TTis Highness and your com- 
panions to be manly, and not quake for a capful of 
wind.” Got in siglit of Cape Komorin this evening. 
The last rock of old India looked well and pic- 
turesque. The weather continued as harsh as the day 
before, and the night and the next morning were as 
bad as the j)reeeedlng day. 1 myself, too, began to 
feel very uncomfortahh', and tired of being tossed 
up and down. Captain lluvergfu- told me that wc 
were opposite the Gulf of ]\lanar and Adam’s Jlridge, 
where storms always rage, and that wc were about 
to get over our diflieulties. His prophecy proved 
true, and on the morning of the J20th we were blessed 
with the beautiful sight of Point dc Galle, in Ceylon, 
at a distance of about forty miles. 

The beautiful view of this precious island became 
more and more enchanting as wc approached. At 
last we cast our anchor in the harbor, and were 
immediately surrounded by the black natives, the 
Cingalese, so-called from the ancient nJimc of their 
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land, Singaldip. The language of the natives sounded 
to me a harsh jargon, without distinction of sylla- 
bles or periods, something like gravel put into a 
copper vessel and shaken; but they spoke English 
well enough. Seeing marks of the tides at the land- 
ing-place, I inquired the cause, and was informed, 
to my groat surprise, that there was no ebb and 
flow of the tides percc])tible in that ])art of the island. 
We were overtaken by the evening dusk before we 
got over our confusion and bustle of landing. In 
the hurry, an English hotel being recommended for 
our short sojourn, we proceeded thither and put up 
comfortably. 

Early in the morning, to our great astonishment 
and disgust, we beheld a herd of unclean animals 
running, grunting, snorting, and roaring about our 
rooms. This abominable sight at once made us 
anxious to quit the Christian roof as soon as pos- 
sible; and, on inquiry, we found that there were 
several houses of Muslims in the town ; one of 
them, the property of a very nice gentlemanly man, 
by name INlaka Murkur, was obligingly lent to us, 
and we immediately migrated to that place, and were 
gladdened by the hospitality of our good host. The 
Christians of this time, in reforming themselves, have 
reformed their religion too. They cat and drink and 
do what they like under the acts of their Parlia- 



376 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF I.UTFUI.LAH. 


merits, ^vithout any regard to the Old and New Tes- 
taments, vide Leviticus, cha^:). xi., ver. 7 ; Matthew, 
chap. V., ver. 17, 19. 

Th(‘ animals of this island are not dissimilar to 
those of India, with some exceptions, in which I 
Avoiihl number the elephant. This animal, from what 
I have seen here, appears to me far handsomer than 
those the Indian forests produce ; besides, white and 
brown elephants, which arc rare in India, arc com- 
mon in this land. 

Tilt' following day wc were honored with a visit 
from five native genlh'men, line looking men, of a 
brownish shining comjdexion, in costume of the 
ancient fashion, long robes, and circular turlians nicely 
zoned. They were introduced to us as iMinisters and 
State-officers of tlic former governing power of the 
island. The power is now annihilated in toto, but these 
arc the marks of the ruin of the kingdom, from which 
one might trace its origin. Lrom the conversation 
that took place, I conclude that these gentlemen were 
intelligent and well informed. The religion of the 
country is Buddhism. The dead, if laymen, are 
buried; if priests, arc given to.be consumed by fire. 
The prevailing diseases of the island are leprosy and 
elephantiasis. 

On the morning of the 22nd, I had a kind invi- 
tation from a Mohamedan native gentleman, by name. 
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Ahmad Labbe, to breakfast with him at Ids country 
house, situated in a cinnamon garden, about three 
miles from the town. At eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, I set out and travelled in a coach for about 
half an hour in the country, all over verdant and 
ornamented with beautiful trees, passing every now 
and then by aqueducts and rivulets of fresh water. 
I must not call this a travel, as it was somewhat 
better than a morning 'walk into a garden, refresh- 
ing the soul. On my arrival at the garden house 
of my host, I met with a very warm reception from 
him. Ignorance of each other’s dialect obliged us 
to converse in English, in which my host seemed to 
be well versed. For a little while he took me along 
with him, and walked in his magnificent garden, and 
pointed out a variety of the spice trees, besides cin- 
namon, such as those of the cardamoms, the cloves, 
the nutmeg, and the bread-fruit, etc., to my great 
satisfaction. After this jdcasant and instructive' walk, 
we came to the table, which I found laid with several 
Avell-seasoncd dishes. In the meantime, another good- 
humored young gentleman, a relative of the Labbe, 
by name, Tambe Sahib, joined us, and all three 
of us sate down to breakfast. My host took upon 
him to make tea for all, and, to my great astonish- 
ment, instead of sugar and milk — the usual auxili- 
aries of that beverage — he added a good quantity 
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of salt, pepper, and clarified butter to it. So the 
cup of tea sent to me had more the appearance and 
taste of a black dose than anything else. Not 
wishing to displease my friends, I sipped it a little 
with my food, feigning to like the taste ; but, un- 
fortunately, my taking it sparingly being attributed 
to my requiring more of the ingredients, another 
large quantity of them was added as a special favor 
to my cup, and, whether I liked it or not, I was 
in a most friendly manner compelled to swallow 
it. Nausea at the heart and burning sensation from 
the tongue to the stomach overpowered me for a little 
while ; hut I endured them well, and, 1 must say, 
it was a reward for my hypocrisy, which I well de- 
served. After the breakfast was over, I was taken 
to anotlicr apartment, where, Kalyiins being brought, 
wo had a hearty smoke and conversed a little more 
on the subject of the Indian Government, and then 
I parted with my noble frie nd and returned home. 
T1 le rt'hcarsal of what had taken place excited much 
laughter of my companions at home, but I cared not 
for it, as 1 had obtained a piece of experience at 
the cost of a dose, which did me no harm, but operated 
as mcdiciiK' twice or three times. 

In the morning of the 25th, hearing a terrible 
noise at the harbor, we ran and got upon the ram- 
part to find out the cause, when, to our great de- 
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light, we discerned the large steamer Bentinck forcing 
its way through the sea, with its four tremendous 
wheels at work, making a dreadful noise, and send- 
ing up its smoke to the sky. ITpou the whole, the 
sight of this exceedingly big sea monster will give 
you ail idea of a roaring Satan making its appear- 
ance to devour up all that may come in its way. 
On the i26th, we embarked on board this large vessel, 
bidding adieu to the beautiful island of (aiy Ion. We 
were introduced to the commanding oilicer, (kiptain 
Kellock, a nice gentlemanly man, of a size propor- 
tionable to the vessel he commanded. Our cells, — or 
cabins, in the sea language, — were showji to us; 
luckily they were in the second of the four stories that 
the ship contained. The vessel, although ver) large, 
we yet found too much crowded, there being no less 
than three liundrcd passcng(*rs on board besides the 
crew. At half-past two o’clock, p.m., the anclior 
was weighed and the steamer started with its gigantic 
force, wending its way as fast as possible. iVIl of 
us were made very comfortable on board the vessel, 
through the attention of the good captain and officers. 
I must say that all the passengers who go by the 
P. and O. Company’s steamers are more coinlortable 
than at home. The English people, from what we 
saw of them on board the Bcntinck, arc first-rate 
eaters and drinkers ; almost all of them ate and drank 
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four times, five times, and even some six times a day. 
I must confess tliat we ourselves had not a bad 
appetite, and were amply furnished with every article 
of food we required, and made comfortable in every 
respect. 

On the 2nd of April we came in sight of the island 
of Socotra, as predicted the day previous by a number 
of birds called bostons flying in that direction in the 
afternoon. This bird seems to be gifted with a 
woiuh'rful power of flight over the seas. The island 
of Socotra was not less than two hundred miles dis- 
tant from the spot where wo saw them the day 
before. Hence it might be concluded that the 
bird, leaving the island in tlu' morning and return- 
ing to it in the evening for its rest, must travel 
about five hundred miles a day. lhaise to the power 
of the Omnipotent Ihdng ! in one stroke of whose 
mysterious pen, innumerable dexterities and arts can 
be seen, if one has an attentive eye and comprehensive 
mind. I witnessed another wonder in this part of 
the sea, — the Hying fish. From one of these flocks 
that happened to go across our steamer, three flying 
fish having fallen upon the deck, I seized upon 
one ; and a near view of the animal showed that 
it was a pretty little creature, and that nature had 
furnished it with two pairs of wings, one to be 
used in the water and the other in the air. Besides, 
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when it was fried, 1 found it to be a very delicious 
food. 

On the morning of the 4tli 'sve came in sight of 
Aden, and let down our anchor in its harbor at half- 
past one o’clock, p.m. The distance reckoned from 
Ceylon is ^3215 English miles. vSo far, our voyage 
was, upon the whole, a very pleasant and very 
comfortable one. We had smooth and calm water 
almost all the way from Ceylon. After our arrival, 
the ship’s company got permission to go to the land 
if they liked ; so we landed at once and placed our- 
selves on the lap of Mother Earth after eight days’ 
separation. There is no such thing as a wh(‘el-car- 
riage known in Arabia ; we had, therefore, no altt'r- 
native left but to hire some asses for our short travel 
to the town of Aden, six miles from the harbor. 
Some uses in one country arc abuses in another. 
For instance, ass-riding in India is a sign of pub- 
lic disgrace. There you will see nobody riding a 
donkey except those who, for heinous crimes, arc 
sentenced to be paraded on the back of that animal. 
But in Arabia, and perhaps in all other countries, 
ass-riding is considered no disgrace. The head of 
our party, ]\Iir Jafir Ali Khan, who weighed some- 
thing more than seventeen stone, was thought too 
heavy to be carried by an ass ; besides, he could 
not be persuaded to ride one, as he lifted up one 
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of the animals upon both his hands to show the Arab 
owner that it was impossible for him to be carried 
by a beast that could be lifted up by himself. In 
the m(*aiitinie, a muleteer came in, running as if after 
a wild good chase, and tendered the use of his fat 
mule to the bulky rider, who readily accepted the 
offer, and paid the man well; and then wc cantered 
on to the town. Town you may call it if you like, 
as long as you have not seen it ; but, when you 
have don(‘ so, I am sure you would call it a haunt 
of evil spirits. It is no town, nor even a village, 
but a few miserable huts situaU'd in the middle pit 
of the barren hills, circling round in the shape ot 
a natural fortiiication, the diameten’ of which is about 
three miles. 

As a military post 1 (hire say it is not a bad 
place, if they were to build a suitable gate, and 
a few bastions ; but in all other rc'spects, in my 
opinion, the nann^ Aden, denoting Paradise, given 
to this place is altogether contrary to its (qualities. 
This name must, I believe, have bc('n given to the 
place upon the same principle as we give the name 
Kafur, or Camphor, to our African slaves. There 
is no sign of vegetation here as far as you can see. 
There is no fresh water, except in one small well, 
under the (iovernment guard, the water of which 
is sold for high prices. I suppose I may not say 
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anything about the animal productions of a place 
where there is no water nor vegetable. The in- 
habitants are WTCtchcd and mean looking people, 
bareheaded and barefooted, having nothing to cover 
their body except a small piece of linen. There were 
only three or four persons who seemed to honor 
their heads with turbans ; one of them was Ed nisi 
Saiyid, who acted as priest to these wretches, and 
led their prayers in the small mosque, apparently 
going fast to decay. Wc put up under a slied be- 
longing to an Indian retailer, and, having prepared 
and eaten our dinner, all of us went to bed and 
slept undisturbed very soundly, and did not get up 
until very late the next morning, when the hot rays 
of the sun, penetrating through the partition, obliged 
us to rise. After the ablution and breakfast wc 
thought of returning to tlic steamer ; but, it being 
Friday, the day of our Sabbath, it was agreed u])on 
that wc should not leave Aden before the j)erform- 
ance of our Divine service at noon in the mosque 
of this place. At the appointed hour we proceeded 
to the sacred ])lace of worship, whence the holy 
JMecca, the rendezvous of the prayers of tlie Muslim 
world, was not too far ; attended to the sermon nicely 
delivered by the Saiyid aforementioned, and, liaving 
performed the prescribed duties, we left Aden for the 
harbor, wbieli we reached in time, and embarked. 
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So, in the evening of this day, the 5th of April, 
at half-past six o’clock, the anchor ^vas weighed, 
and off the steamer went on its way. In the morn- 
ing of tlic ()th we passed tlirougli the Babu’lmaiidab, 
and entered the liahr i Kiilzum, by the English called 
the lied Sea. By ten o’clock we came opposite to 
IMokka, and then passed several small islands on 
the left side. Tliis day, in the afternoon, I found, 
by the mariner’s compass, that the Kaba, the cri- 
terion point of our prayers, began to incline to 
the East. I mentioned the fact to my Muslim com- 
panions, who, inst(’ad of believing me, laughed at 
me heartily, and said that too much reading in 
English books most certainly had made my reli- 
gious feelings too weak. JIow could it be pos- 
sible,” said they, ‘‘ that tlu; Kaba, the most sacred 
house of God, which is the centre of the universe, 
should change its position ! ” — “ lie must have taken 
a glass of wine with his English friends,” observed 
another, jokingly, ^Gind what he says, therefore, can- 
not be sound.” In the meantime, my third friend, 
the old physician, clianged his posture, and, address- 
ing himself to his young master, remarked, Did 
your Highness ever hear such nonsense ? a man with 
a sound mind would never say that the Kaba changes 
its position.” All these remarks 1 heard with pa- 
tience without saying a word, and established my 
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truth by another bona jide proof. The Arab pilot, 
taken by the captain from Aden, stood to say his 
afternoon pray('rs to the direction mentioned by me. 

How is this,” said I to my friends, that this 
Arab turns to the direction I pointed out ?” — “ ATe 
darosay he is a Jew ; we shall, however,” said they, 
ask him some questions, through the medium of 
another interpreter, and satisfy ourselves upon this 
subject of importance.” J'liev did so, and got a good 
reward for their folly. In tl.e first plac(', the in- 
terpreter, a young Frenchman, laughed at them 
for the questions they put, and, secondly, tlie rough 
Arab gave them a scolding answer, and told them tlnit 
they would soon sec at Suez and Cairo all the true 
believers direct their x^'^tyers to the diu' cast. “ If 
you Indians,” growled he angrily, ‘M)elievc in the 
same God and the same prox)het as they do, please 
follow their example ; if not, prepare yourself for 
hell fire.” In the evening we came in sight of the 
lights of Jeddah, the celebrated where all the 

Indian Muslims disembark first, and w hence they pro- 
ceed on to the holy city of Mckka for the ])crlb nuance 
of their pilgrimage. As for the derivation of the 
word Jeddah, wdiich signifies grandmother, I have read 
in some book that when our first xoarents were throwm 
from the blissful region under the wratli of God for 

their trangression, Adam w'as destined to hill at Ceylon 

2:. 
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and Eve at tliis place. They tliere wandered about 
for some years in the Avilderness, and had at last 
the pleasure of meeting each other in the holy land 
of Jerusalem. The old lady, it is stat(‘d, at tlie con- 
cluding part of her life, requested to be conveyed 
to the same place Avhere her feet first touclicd tlie 
earth. 'J'his being done, she departed this life, 
and Avas interred at this place, Avlicncc it has been 
called Jeddah from time immemorial. I have been 
inf(;rmed there is a tomb of (mormous length in the 
vicinity of tliis toAvn, consc'crated up to this time in 
the name of Mother Eve. 

Th(' 7th and 8th of April passed comfortably ; but 
on the hth, av(' Ibund the sea to be rriugh in con- 
serjnenee of the northeily Avind, Avhich is said to 
be geiieially too strong and tronhlcNome in this part 
of* the globe. It continued tiie same until the even- 
ing of tlie EJlh, aaIk’H A\e reached the port of Suez, 
1,300 Mngiisli mihs from Adcai. After our arrival at 
the bar of this port, Ave transhipped ourselves into an 
Arab samhruk to be landed at the town. This long 
boat being hired by ourselves, it contained nobody 
but eight of us Indian'^ and the English secretary, 
Mr. T. J. A. Scott, Avith his Avife and child. jMuch 
cold and great inconvenience avc experienced in this 
small boat. J'he Avater having ebbed, it grounded 
every now and then ; and at the dusk of even- 
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ing it became so tempestuous, cold, and chilly, that 
every one of us was seized with trepidation. Mir 
Jafir All Khan was Avorst off, through his own impru- 
dence ill leaving his cloak on board the steamer. I 
offered him mine, but he politely declined the offer, 
telling me that it was too small for liiin, so it Avould be 
Avorso than useless to deprive me of the benefit Avilhout 
relieving him from the cold. At the same time, he sug- 
gested to me that there Averc two blankets Avithout any 
owner lying about the place Avhcri' Mr. Scott sat, and 
one of them hail been taken for Mrs. Scott, so the re- 
maining one might be brought to him. I proceeded 
thither to letch it, but Mr. Scott prevented my doing 
so, telling mo in a very rough manner, as if we had 
never knoAvii each other, that he Avas the first per- 
son to seize upon the blanket, and he Avould not 
alloAV his father Peter to take it from him until he 
had done Avith it. I told him that I did not Avant 
it, but that his master required it very badly. I 
Avould not,” replied he, for the Avorld kill myself 
for others, you may tell my master.” But there Avas 
no need of telling the master, as he overheard and 
understood Avhat passed between us. This showed 
clearly that selfishness Avas the general character of 
John Bull. 

At half-past seven o’clock in the evening we reached 
tlie pier at Suez, and Avere conducted to the inn, 
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where, thanks to God, we got a nice comfortable 
room, good dinner, and clean beds. After the hard- 
ships we had suffered in the afternoon, seeing some 
oranges that were brought from Cairo and sold at 
the door of the hotel, I bought a few, and found 
them excel, in sweetness and flavor, all i'ruit of tliat 
kind I had ever tasted in my life. My companions, 
too, extolled the fruit very higlily, and not only de- 
voured all that I had bought, but purcliased a good 
lot of them to supply our wants on our way in the 
desert. 

In the afternoon of the 13th wo left Suez ; our 
luggage and servants were loaded on the camels, 
and ourselves were furnished with light carriages, 
called vans ; each of these vehicles held four per- 
sons, and tlic fifth was tin* Arab driver. It w'as lucky 
that four of us were put in tlui same van without 
making a heterogeneous mixture of the English with 
us. We proceeded on in the cool of the night, partly 
conversing and partly dozing and drooping with sleep. 
At midnight we reached the stage house, where wc 
slept comfortably till morning ; and then, after taking 
our breaklast, set off again and reached A1 Misr, 
commonly called Grand Cairo, on the evening of the 
14th. It was a most enchanting scene to see, just 
at the verge of the wilderness, the lofty edifices and 
the golden spires of the domes and palaces shining 
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brightly over the houses of the population of this 
city, the capital of Egypt. 

The houses of the city arc built in the ancient Arab 
manner, ^vitlun courtyards, confused and crowded, 
and the streets arc very narrow^ in soinc places, hardly 
admitting two persons to go abreast. ]\Icn and women 
are strong, robust, and fair; and the eyes of the 
Egyptian ladies are remarkably handsome and most 
enchanting. Donkey riding is considered no disgrace 
here ; you will see even ladies of rank and dignity, 
when tired of walking in the strc('ts, beckoning to 
the donkey man for liis animal, who instantly attends 
to the call, and the fair creature, getting upon its 
back astride, canters on to her destination. The lan- 
guage of business is Arabic, and that ustal at Court 
and in families is peculiarly Turkish. So much for 
tlic city of Crand Cairo. 

On our arrival here we put up in the house of a 
native Christian p]iyt>ician, and passed a very com- 
fortable night after the fatigue of our journey. On 
the morning of the 15th, our young master, among 
others, had the pleasure of receiving a visit from Mr. 
J. Tibaldie, the head director of the Transit Com- 
pany, a man of rank, wealth, and talent, perhaps of 
French origin, but wxdl qualified in tlic English, 
French, and Italian languages. This gentleman pro- 
posed to Mir Jafir All Khan to pay his respects to 
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Mohamcd Ali Pasha in the afternoon at his garden 
house, called Shubra, to which he agreed. 

This morning I asked leave to go and sec the 
Pyramids, one of tlic wonders of the world ; but, to 
my great dismay, I was refused, under the pica that 
I could not be expected to return by the afternoon, 
when my services of interpreting to tlie Pasha w ould 
be urgently required. I prevailed, liowever, upon 
my employer to grant me two hours, and, riding 
a swift ass, I proceeded to visit the tomb of Imam 
Mohamed Shafai, the author of tlic third orthodox 
sect of the INIuslims, which is situated about one 
mile to the east of the towm. On my arrival tliere, 
I WMS actually in tears to find tliat tlu' allies of this 
renowned reformer, or ratlier founder of llie third 
sect of Islam, w'cre negleetc'd witliiii the sight of 
a IMuslim Prince. Th(‘ vault, was lialf decayed 
and the tomb inside broken, bent dowm, and over- 
grown wdth prickly buslies. I cared not, liowever, 
for the external w^orldly ornament, and said my 
prayers over the sacred ashes of the saint, and re- 
turned home in full satisfaction. The birth of this 
extraordinary holy man, histories inform us, took 
place at Ascalon, in Palestine, in the year 767, a.c., 
or 150, A. II. He w^as carried to the holy city of 
Mekka during his infancy, wdiere he w'as educated. 
He was gifted wdth such a capacity that, when fif- 
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tecii years old, he composed several books on Mo- 
liaiiicdan jurisprudence, of incomparable excellence. 
He came to Egypt in 814, a.c., or 191), a.h,, and 
five years after that, left his transitory abode for the 
blissful regions. 

In the afternoon, being furnished with e(|uipage, 
we proceeded to the lioyal Garden House of Shubra, 
in company with Mr. J. Tibaldic. Afti'r going about 
two miles, partly in and partly out of the city, we 
reached the Garden, and, meeting with ready admit- 
tance, we entered it, and found the place to be a para- 
dise on earth. The flower and fruit trees were in 
beautiful order, loaded with blossoms and fruits, 
nicely reared with perfect horticultural art, and the 
avenues, paved with white ai]d black pebbles, re])re- 
sented Persian carpets, spread in straight lines every- 
where. On entering the palace, we found it to be a 
massive edifice of alabaster, having an excellent reser- 
voir in the middle. The ceilings were masterly worked 
in basso relievo, and the pillars, single and solid pieces 
of the same stone, polished to the lustre ol‘ a mirror. 
We were conducted by a state officer, splendidly 
dressed, to a spacious room at the northern corner, 
and there we saw the old famous prince, Mohamed 
All Pasha, plainly attired in a red Turkish cap and a 
blue cloth coat descending to his knees ; and then being 
introduced to him, each of us touching His Highness* 
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right hand with his, kissed it, according to the Turkish 
form of compliments, and then seated ourselves on the 
divan, in line to the right of the old prince. Two 
pairs of valuable Cashmere shawls were then presented 
by Mir Jafir AH Khan, and were kindly accepted by 
His Highness. Now three heads and tongues were 
employed to interpret, f.e., I explained my young 
master’s expressions to Mr. Tibaldie, in English, and 
Mr. Tibaldie to His Highness’ principal dragoman (or 
interpreter) in French, and the interpreter to His 
Highness in Turkish. The mutual compliments were 
but v(‘ry short, and then my young master began 
addressing liimsclf to His Highness in the usual flat- 
tering mode of the English princes. He observed that 
he had always heard about the well-regulated good 
government wisely constituted and personally con- 
ducted by His Highness ; that he thanked heaven 
lie had now an ocular demonstiation of the same, 
and found that all he had heaid w'as nothing but truth. 
To this the old Pasha replied, “ Something is done, 
but a great deal more remains to be done.” After 
this. His Highness put several questions on the system 
of the English Government in India, which were duly 
replied to in short but comprehensive answers. The 
coffee then being ordered, was brought in, and being 
presented to each of us, we rose in turns, and kissing 
our own hands to His Highness, as a Turkish homage, 
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we drank it in the same way as an Enj^dislimau drinks 
his friend’s health, and then getting our leave, returned 
home well satisfied with the interview with an extraor- 
dinary man, who, although an unlettered soldiei once, 
yet had raised himself to the summit of sovereignty, 
like the European Cromwxll and Buonaparte and our 
own Haidar und Banjit. 

Mohamed All was of middle stature, and slender but 
compact in make. Ills complexion was nearly fair, 
and his head well-shaped. His forehead was high 
and broad, having a plurality of horizontal wrinkles, 
that appeared and disappeared according to the 
working of his mind. He had an oval face, fringed 
with a short white beard, expressive features, an 
aquiline nose, and black penetrating keen eyes set 
deep under arched eyebrows. His deportment in 
general was grave, disclosing the mental energy wdiich 
distinguished him ; but lie seemed to have a lively 
disposition and fascinating manners upon the whole, 
combined with the air of authority. He was about 
eighty years of age, and very nearly one half of that 
time he had been the ruler of Egypt. 

On the IGth we got on board one of the small steamers 
appointed to convey passengers to Alexandria by the 
Nile. Wc sailed down smoothly and comfortably. 
The scenery on both the banks was beautiful all the 
way. We saw several alligators, in the act of run- 
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ning after their prey, rushing on in tlie water, re- 
gardless of tlie noise that our steamer made. These 
monsters seem to be endowed witli an enormous power 
by nature; they swam botli with and against tlie 
stream with e(pial velocity. 

At noon on the 17th we reached the celebrated 
port of Alexandria, the metropolis of Egypt, and the 
former emporium of the East, and disembarked at the 
gardim-house of JMr. J. Tibaldie’s sister, INlrs. Lark- 
ing. A tall, handsome, well-made, and well-behaved 
gentleman assisted our landing from the steamer, and 
then we had the pleasure of knowing him to be ]\fr. 
Larking himself. 'Jdiis very polite and hospitable 
Christian, who does honor to the Englisli name, rc- 
c('ived us all like his own brothers, and conducted 
us to his nice house, commanding a view of both 
the rivt'r and the city. On eiilcuing his hospitable 
roof we had the jihansure of b(‘ing introduced to Mrs. 
Larking, a lady consummate in bcaaiity and noble in 
mind, which gift and quality deserve to be painted 
and eulogis('d by a skilful artist and a vivid-minded 
poet, and not by a ])oor writer like myself. In short 
all of us were as comfortable as at home. This beau- 
tiful damsel, it appears, knew several languages ; but 
she conversed in two, i.c., she talked with her hus- 
band in French, and with us, as w'ell as wdth her 
own servants, in pure Arabic. This wuis the first 
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time that I saw and heard a fair mouth scatlcrimr 
pearls of eloquent phrases in that scientific language. 
She had an excellent accent, and expressed her d('li- 
cate ideas in a most charming manner. I con let's 
that, in conversing with her, I considered myself 
having the felicity of confiibulating witli one of the 
gazelle-eyed nymphs of Paradise Mdio, our religion 
teaches us, speak no otlnu* language hut the Arabic. 
I conclude ]\Ir. Larking to be the luckiest man in 
Egypt, being blessed with seven goods — good health, 
good wife, a very nice good child, good disposition, 
good fortune, good name, and good luck ; and 1 wish 
him all happiness throughout lii^ lile. An early 
dinner being ordered, we had the pleasure of dining 
with this good pair, and then, in the aihuaioou, being 
supplied witli a carriage, we were condueted through 
the city of Alexandria to another garden-house, be- 
longing to ]\Ir. Thurburn, tlic latlier-iii-hiw ol good 
Mr. Larking. Here we were comfortably lodged lor 
a short time, expecting the steamer that was to take 
us on to England. 

The next day wc had the pleasure of seeing the 
old gentleman, Mr. 'J'hurburn, at his own house. He 
received us with unfeigned attention, and treated 
us with sincere courtesy during the visit ; and, on 
our leaving, gave strict orders to his servants to see 
that we were comfortable in every respect, and to 
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attend to all our commands during our sojourn in 
liis nice garden house. In the evening, being in- 
vited to dine witli another son-in-law of Mr. Thur- 
burn, by name, Mr. Straunary Tossizza, the Greek 
CJonsul, we went to his house. On our arrival, we 
found the house sumptuously furnished like a palace, 
fit for a prince to reside in. Here we were also 
received by our noble host and his beautiful wife 
and her youngc'r sister. These two fairies, I must 
say, suri)asscd their sister, INfrs. Larking, in their 
incoin])arablc beauty. The house was decorated with 
all kinds of rich articles ; and the guests were 
treated w'ith such real courtesy and politeness as 
never can be nud wdth from the Christians in India. 
We returned home after ten o’clock, p m., over- 
filled with feelings of gratitude towards our noble 

hosts. 

i'br six days we liad to stay at Alexandria, dur- 
irig which linu' I w'cnt my rounds within and with- 
out the city, at my leisure, for an hour or so every 
day ill search of information. 

Many Christian writers, (dther on account of their 
ivant of knowledge or from an unfounded prejudice 
against the trii(‘ faith (except (libbon and other emi- 
nent authors), accuse our Caliph of the unpardon- 
able crime of having ordered the contents of the 
famous library that once adorned this city to be used 
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as fuel for the five thousand Laths which ju'(' ^aid 
^o have been here. It is something like Dr. Smitli, 
who, in his Epistles de .Moribus ac Institutis Ear- 
carum,” no less than thrice mentions llie Mohaniedans 
visiting the tomb ot* their prophet at Aledina, and 
once speaks of his being born there, the reverse of 
which is true. So, too. Dr. rhillp Prince, In his 
^‘Universal History,” page 57, obseiv('s: “A Mo' 
hamedan, amongst other observances, must wash him- 
self thrice a day,” instead of live tinu's a day. Wh-iters 
of events, I beg to observe, ouglit to la' void of all 
])artiality, and ought to have a tliorongh knovr’h'dgcj 
of the nature and character of the su])j('(‘l tlu'y niuh'r- 
take to explain. In the first place, iIh'v onglit to 
]iav(i known tliat Mohamedan tc'injts teach all true 
believers to hold papers of all kinds saerrd, and never 
to touch tlieiii ev(‘ii witli tludr fec't, nor allow them 
to be thrown into an unclean place, as tliey may 
contain the name of the Almighty Allali, — contrary to 
tho custom of the Christians of the ])rcseiit age, who 
have no regard even for their llihle, and would 
u^e its leaves, if damaged in any way, as useh'ss pa])ers. 
Secondly, it is quite absurd to tliink the same (’aliph 
would commit such an act of insanity, who, on liis 
visit to Jerusalem as a conqueror, ordered tin; great 
University there to be repaired at tlio public e\j)ens(', 
and who would not say his prayers within the (Jraud 
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'J'cmplc of that holy place, for fear of its being spoiled 
by his soldiers in following his example. Besides, 
the General Amru, who was a lover of science and 
liteiatiire, and a man gifted with poetical talent, 
would, by no means, make himself an instrument of 
such an act of irrational madness. 

In the afternoon of the 24th, at two o’clock, p.m., 
we ])art(‘(l with our noble, hospitable, and good 
Chri^tian friends, and, embarking on board the large 
steamer, Grt^at Liv('rpool, we bade adieu to the port 
of Alexandria. AVith regard to the room and atten- 
tion, we found ourselves more comfortable and more 
attended to than on boaid the Beiitinck. The fact 
is, that the more you j)roceed on towards England, 
the more you find the English i)eople endowed with 
politeness and civility. On h'aving the harbor of 
Alexandria, our large steamer, with its 1G7 passen- 
gers, glided on the sea smoothly with its usual force. 
All the company Avere in excellent spirits, it being 
calm and p(’accl’ul. On the 26th, we discerned the 
island of ('andia, somi'thing like a flake of brilliant 
cloud, about sixty miles off, covered with snow. And, 
on the 28ih, we reached Malta at half-past twxdve 
o’clock, }).m,, a distance of 830 miles from Alexan- 
dria, in four days. Here, the steamer requiring to 
be coaled, we stopped one day. 

On the aft('rnoon of the 29th, again the gigantic 
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engine of our steamer was set in motion, and she 
forced her way onward with an additional velocity, 
obtained by setting sails. Wo left the liarbor of 
j\[alta at one o’clock, p.m., and, by the evening, 
we passed the beautiful island of Sicily, having 
in view jVIount Etna, with the tremendous volcano 
shooting out from its summit. It is a beautiful seenc, 
both during day and night. 

On the afternoon of the 4th, at three o’clock, p m., 
we reached the famous port of (iibraltar, a distance 
of S2o miles from Malta, in four days ; and the same 
distance more now remained for us to traverse to 
England, the place' of our destination. A slight 
accident to the boiler of the steamer detained us 
here for a day, during which, the j)ass(;ng(’rs being 
allowed to go on shore, we also took the opportunity 
of going to the town and seeing this wonderfully 
strong place, once belonging to the true belie vtns 
and now one of the llritish poss(\sslons. I confess 
I was actually struck with amazement, awe, and admi- 
ratinn to see the incomparahle fortress of Gibraltar. 
It is the most impregnable fortress in the world 
that nature and art have formed in a single solid 
rock standing in the sea, commanding the entrances 
of the Atlantic Ocean on one side, and the IMediter- 
ranean on the other ; k(*eping, at the same time, the 
continent of Spain in awe, to ^^hich it joins itself 
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by iin isthmus. It looks over the Mount Abyla, on 
the opposite shore of Africa, as its companion, stand- 
ing in the same majestic attitude. The sides of the 
rock of Gibraltar are excavated in the forms of gal- 
leries ; and guard rooms, range above range, with 
loopholes for the muzzles of large cannons, directing 
destructive fire u]:)on all points of the compass, render 
this stronghold llu^ most formidable in the world. 
In the year 112 , a.c., this invincible fortress, being 
(:onqu('r(.‘d by the Muslim General, Tarik bin Zyad, 
along with the province of Granada in Spain, its 
foruKU’ name C/a.lpe was changed into that of Jabalu’l- 
Tarik, whence the present appellation of Gibraltar. 
Tor about 780 y(‘ars it remained under the sway of 
th(' Muslims, and was tlnm lost through the short- 
slghttd ixdley of King Abu Abdullah and his pre- 
d(’ce.s>or, in idhkb a.c., together with all the Muslim 
])oss('s,.ions in the country. The Kings of Spain 
then became its owners, and continued in j)ossession 
of it for a ])erlod of 21t2 y(‘ars, when, in the year 
170-1, fortune ga\e it to the English, the luckiest 
nation in the uorld, who are the rightful pos.s('ssors 
of it up to the j>ie>ent day. "J Iic })opulation of this 
town is said to be about 7,000 inhabitants, of the 
English, .lewish, and Portuguese castes, exclusive of 
the garrison soldiers, about 2,000 in number. 

Bv the evening of the 5tb, the boiler being mended, 
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tliu anchor was we’ghed, and wc proceeded out to sea. 
The calm of the sea, the genial society, and tlie atten- 
tion of tlie good captain and his noble officers to our 
wants, rendered our voyage most pleasant, and on 
the lOtli of May, at night, the anchor u;^s east at 
a spot called the iVlotlier-hank,” where the steamer 
was to Ik: quarantined for some days, until tli(' pas- 
s('ngers should he declared to be in perfect luailth 
and free from the signs of tlie Egyptian plagiu'. 
ivu’ly in the morning, a fri{'nd of miiu', Mr. Ken- 
nrll, of the Bengal Service, coming to my cabin, 
roused me up from sleep, telling me that tln're 
were some native girls to be S('en near our vess(4. 
It was too cold for me, a native of India, to g(*t out 
of my bed so early, though it was tlie morning o! 
the 11th of IMay, the hottest month in our climate; 
but tlie temptation caused me to wrap mysi'll’ up 
in my cloak and attend immediately to my limaid’s 
call. T'pon going u])on deck, I beheld tlia^ onr 
steamer was moored in a purgatory-like situation. 
On the left wc had a beautiful view of the main 
land, and on tlie right wc had tbe Isli' oi W iglit. a 
magnificent hill with its white cliffs reflected in tbe 
sea. At the same time, there wi're lying si'Vinal small 
boats near our v(,‘sscl, which, among other s]K‘ctato)s, 
contained several fresh and fair damsels of England, 
of very dazzling beauty, so it apjiearcd to me at least. 
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To be quarantined^ after such a long voyage, and 
to see everything good and marvellous about you, 
without being permitted to have any intercourse with 
it, is a state most disagreeable to man. Three tedious, 
long, and dull days we passed in this state of tanta- 
lization on board the steamer ; when, on the morn- 
ing of the fourth, to our great delight, we found 
our boat moving towards the land in view, and, in 
about one hour’s sail, she entered the Southampton 
Dock, all safe, tlianks to the Almighty God ! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Land at Southampton. — London. — Kind friends.— Mr. liiitham.— Mr. 
Piilsford.— ‘Tlio sights of London. — The Opera.- -Mr. Larin g.-— Lord 
Ripon. — Return to Fndia. 

On the morning of the lith of May, at s(*vcn 
o’clock, we landed near the Custom Tlouso, whence 
our baggage passed without tlic (lidlculty and loss 
of time customary in India, and we put up in a very 
nice inn, called the Union Hotel, which coiimianded 
a view of both tlie sea and the town. Our j)arty, 
it appears, was looked upon by the curious natives 
as one of the seven wonders of i1h‘ world. Luckily 
for myself, I had purchased a Turkish dress at Cairo, 
and thereby found myself safe from l)(‘ing staiaul at. 
As for my companions, they, except Alir Jafir, were 
impatient to go to the bazar ; and, immediately after 
breakfast, they proceeded to the market places in 
their simple Indian dresses, where they were not 
only gazed at by all with curiosity but followed by 
a crowd. Being annoyed at this, they returned home 
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without being able to buy anything, and witli a mob 
at their heels. Before they entered the door of the 
hotel, they turned right about face, to see their un- 
welcome audience, and a shout of Hurrah ! ” re- 
sounded from all directions. “ Over-curious white 
devils,” exclaimed our doctor, Badru’d-din, very 
angrily to me ; they have no respect for caste or 
age : I have a great mind to pelt stones at them.” 
— ^M)on’t you do so, Hakim Saliib,” said I to the 
old doctor, or you will bring evil on yourself and 
the hotel : iIk'sc pc'ople don’t fear any one. It is 
true, th(^y are over curious, but, after all, they have 
done you no harm : let, therefore, well alone.” 

On the inorning of tin; 15th, wo ]n’oc(‘ed('d by 
rail to London. Seating ourselves in these fairy 
vans, we jirocceded on most comfortably in tliis un- 
fatiguing journey. Beautil'ul, but momentary were 
the views of tin* eouniry, green and watered with 
silvc'rv brooks ; and magnificent were the sights of 
the villages, towns, and parishes that presented them- 
sclv('s to our (’y('s during our progress. LIk objects 
app('ared and diMipjieared successively in most de- 
lightful forms, until wc reaehed our destination. 
The doors of the carriage then being opened, we 
alighted in a very spacious yard, all paved with 
black stones. 

In a few niiiuitc's, (wo nice cariiagcs, drawn by 
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horses of gigantic make and power, being brought 
near, we got up into tlKuii and drove into the far- 
faiiK'd City of London. Street after j>treet and s(piare 
after square that we passed through hn* about three- 
quarters of an liour, were all paved, clean and regular, 
thronged with the busy inhabitants of both sexes, 
almost all the females good looking, and the males 
Avell made and active. Palaces of nobles and dukes 
are distinguished by their large porticos and superior 
construction. In one of them I saw two w('ll>dresscd 
men Avith aslics sprinkled over their lu'ads, and tlierc- 
by concluding that some d(*ath iniglii: hav(^ occurred 
ill the house, I told ^Ir. Scott, who sat by nug 
that a mourn fnl (‘vent might hav(^ been the cause 
of the dust on their heads ; but the young man 
laughed at my beard, and said it Avas the old custom 
still preserved by some of powdering their hair. 
Upon the Avhole, one might imagine that this vast 
city, Avhose population is no less tlian tAvmity lakhs 
of inhabitants, contained the riches of tlie Avholc 
Avorld. Surrounded by such Avoiuh'rs and curiosities, 
we travelled on to a quarter tcrmcul llrook Street, 
and alighted at a magnificent house, called Mivart’s 
llotel. 

Supplied with all kinds of luxuries suitable to 
princes, avc lived in this inn for three days, and 
then our chief, being frightened at the enormous 
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charges of about two hundred rujiees per diem, 
engaged a private lodging. No. 7, Sloanc Street. 

Here we settled after our long voyage from the 
middle of the globe to the end of the world, where 
the sun appears, far to the south, as weak as the 
moon, and the polar star nearly vertical ; where the 
country all over is fertile, and the people ingenious, 
civil, and active ; where the language, customs, and 
manners arc entirely different from our own ; where, 
in fine, the destiny of our sweet nativ(‘ land lies in 
the hand of somci twenty-five great men. It cannot 
be, I am sure, witliout the will of that one Supreme 
nieing that this small island, which sct'ins on the 
globe like a mole on the body of a man, should com- 
mand the greater part of the world, and keep the 
rest in awe. 

On the IGth I had the pleasure of seeing my old 
friend and patron, Captain Eastwick, after three years 
and a half, and he look me along with him to his 
own house. 

We passed a week in quietude at home, I mean 
my chief and his other attendants ; as for mysdf, I 
had no rest, even when at home, having the onerous 
task of acting as secretary and interpreter to all. 
None of them knowing the language of the country, 
I was required to be the medium of their business, 
barters and negociations, with the natives. During 
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this time I had the pleasure of gaining the acquaint- 
ance of two gentlemen of high station in life, namely, 
Alfred Latham and R. Pulsford, Escpiircs, the fust 
a great merchant, and the second a member of Par- 
liament ; and, through the kindness of these two good 
gentlemen, I had the satisfaction of obtaining inucli 
information, and seeing many places free of charge. 

On the 24th we were taken by our kind friends 
to see some of the famous places in the town, 'fhe 
first objects that engaged our attention were tlu^ 
enormous bridges in the city, especially the iron 
bridge, and the swinging bridge. It astoiiislu'd us 
greatly to see large masses of cast iron regularly 
fixed and nicely cemented together in these usc'ful 
fabrics. The countiy, we felt convinced, must hav(i 
some inexhaustible mines of this metal, which is so 
necessary for man ; for, besides these bridges, iron aj)- 
pears to be used very profusely. No house seemed 
to be without iron railings, iron bars, and some houses 
are even roofed with iron, and some gardens hedged 
with iron bars. After about half an hour’s drive 
here and there, we were conducted to 8t. Paul’s 
Cathedral, an edifice that, in my opinion, has not its 
equal in the world. 

What I disliked most was the multitude of statues 
and images, all of them scientifically sculptured it 
is true. I know they arc not worshipped, according 
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to the Protestant tenet : but a temple dedicated to 
sacred purposes, whetlicr humble or majestic, ought 
to be plain, so as not to withdraw the attention of 
the congregation from the sermons and preachings. 
After seeing this grand cathedral, we procc'cded on 
to a subterraneous passage called the Thames Tunnel. 

On the 2oth our kind friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ijatham, invited us to the Italian opera. In the 
evening, at about eight o’clock, we repaired to this 
liouse of entertainment, and found it to be a large 
2 )a]aee of substantial construction, erected upon rows 
of pillars of cast iron. The interior is built up in 
ricli and splendid style. Fiv(' tiers of small rooms, 
called the boxes, for the spectators to sit in, wide 
enough to hold four or five ])ers()ns in each, are 
built up one above anotlu'r, running in semicircular 
lines, one end of which begins I’roni one corner of 
the stage hall, and ends at the other. The boxes 
and the chairs therein are lined and cushioned with 
rich damask. The seats of Her JNIajcsty and the 
royal family are to the right side of the stage. Our 
scat was just opposite to the stage, in the same line 
with the royal scats. We sat comfortably for about 
half an hour, looking at the grandeur of the jilace, 
and remarking ujion the convenience of the gas lights, 
which brightened or dimmed at pleasure. Hundreds 
of lamps at one time were reduced to the dimness 
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of night, nearly depriving the vision of itN fre o (‘\- 
crcisc, and at another tluy w(‘ro made at once to 
shine as bright as daylight. At half-past ('ight, the 
curtain was pulled up, and Iavo very haiidsoiiu' ladies, 
very indecently dressi'd, and an old man, reprc'seiitiiig 
tludr hither, appeared on the stage. 'J'hc'y sang, I 
fancy, some historical ballad, in coiijunctiou witli tlie 
instrumental music, and dancaal very expertly. W hilst 
tlie lemales whirled round in their dancing, tlieir 
short gowns llew up to the* forlddden lu ight. 'tan- 
talizing the assembly it appears was tlndr principal 
aim by such a violation of di'corum Wh; enjo}(‘d 
the music well, but could not nmhasland a word of 
what was said. 

I laving gained accpiaintance w ith a uundx'r of 
respectables inhabitants and grewt men hc-re, w'c were 
almost every cveiiing invited to ])artalve of their hos- 
pitable entertainments, and passed our eveming hours 
delightfully in the enjoyment of their good society. 
As for myself alone, ivlicn I had no invitation to 
accompany my chief, I procc'cded to the theatres, 
generally to the Iiaymarhc't Theatre and the l.yceum, 
sometimes alone, and sometimes in company w ith my 
friend and pupil. Captain T. Tostans, w hom ( hance 
had brought here with his amiable and learnc’d wdfe. 

On the 27th I dined and passed a haj)py evening 
with Captain and Mrs. Eastwdek, who had invited a 



t 


410 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LUTFULLAII. 

party of tlicir friends and relatives to meet ns. On 
tlie 28th, having had an invitation to the fancy ball 
house, wc proceeded thither in the evening, and 
were highly gratified by seeing persons dressed in 
various costumes of diiTercnt countries. One gentle- 
man ill Persian dress actually deceived us, as he 
passed by ; not only his dress, but his manners, too, 
appearing to us those of a jMughal. INly chief’s 
brother-in-law accosted him, and after formal salu- 
tation in Persian, asked him how he did, and how 
long since he had left Shiraz ? But the man, instead 
of answering liim in that language, smiled and spoke 
in English, which betrayed him to be an English- 
man wearing a false beard, better than a true one in 
every respect. 

On the doth I accompanied my chief to tlic East 
India House in lA'adenliall Str(‘et. 'Hiey call it a 
hou^^e, but it is a palace, containing a great number 
of apartments and halls, all well furnished. It is 
tlu' place where the destiny of my sweet native land 
lies in tlie hands of twenty-four men, called the 
Honorable Directors of the Honorable East India 
Company, who are the principal movers of the string 
of the machine of Government in India. On our 
arrival, wc were conducted by two state ushers to 
a room in the middle of the palace, where we found 
the chairman, with his deputy next to him, sitting 
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on their chairs. The chairman’s name was Captain 
John Shepherd^ and that of his deputy, Sir Henry 
Willock. ]3oth of them appeared to be grave and 
intelligent persons ; the latter spoke Te rsian well. 
By these gentlemen we were received politfdy. The 
conversation first began in Persian with Sir Henry 
Willock, who, finding it sonu'what irksome to ex- 
plain our meaning every now and tlum to tli(‘ chair- 
man, let down the burden of interpreting on me ; 
so I went on partly explaining the ideas of my 
young chief and partly coiiiing some out of my own 
head, whatever I thought expc'dient to serve the 
interest of my client. Tlie result of the eonfi'renco 
gathered from the remarks of these two gr'Mt men 
wuis, that my chied’s coming to this (ountry to obtain 
justice was an imprudent act, as he might have ob- 
tained it in his owni country by simply writing to 
them, without undergoing the hardships of a long- 
voyage and incurring heavy cx])(‘nses. Litth did 
they know that a despotic stroke of the jam of Lord 
Ellcnborough, their own (iovernor General in India, 
deprived my chief of his rights, and so com])elled him 
to proceed to England to seek for justice. 

After about half an hour’s conversation w;; took 
our leave of these great men, who are the fountain- 
head of all the affairs of India. We were then, by 
a kind friend, taken up stairs, where we suav the 
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Ifonorablc Company’s miisoum, wliicli is a great col- 
lection of rarities from all parts of the worlds and 
had tlic honor of b( iiig introduced to three men of 
learning, viz., John Shakc'spear, the author of the 
Hindustani .Dictionary, ih'ofessor Wilson, the first- 
rate oriental scholar, and Colonel W. 11. Sykes. 
Knowing the first named genthmian to be tlie author 
of a book in our language, [ addressed to him a very 
com])lImentary long sentemee in my own language. 
Jjut, alas ! 1 found that he could not understand me, 
nor couhl he utter a word in that language in which 
h(‘ had com[)os(Hl s('V(‘ral very useful books. There 
is no doubt but the si'cond genthnnan, the professor, 
was a learned man, as Ids eonvirsation with us de- 
monstrated his high ae([uiremeuts at once. The 
tlilrd gamtlcman, we were inlbrnual, was one of the 
directors, as well as a memb<‘r of the Ivoyal Asiatic 
vSoci('ty. .1 le was a tall, tldn, and handsome looking 
man, in a])p('aran(*e more like a noble Arab than 
an Engllsliman. 1 1 is ])revious long residence in India, 
it appears, liad made him (pilti’ conversant with our 
manners, languagi's, and feelings. So this accidental 
inti'rview with him produci'd a genial delight in our 
hearts, and his civility, complaisance, and kindness, 
attracted our minds at once to seek for his friend- 
ship. During niy stay in London, I had often the 
honor of seeing him, and conversing with 1dm ; and 
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he was always particularly kind to\vards mr. I 
found him to be a man of sublime uii nd, endowed 
with high attainments, coiislderable ability, and acute 
understanding. 

This evening, Mr Latham kindly tool to the 
Iloyal Institution. On my arrival, I vas intrcMluei'd 
to three or four noblemen, whose; naiiu's 1 hav(^ 
quite forgotten; but they treated me like tlu ir own 
brother, made me sit near, and ('xplaiued to nu' wliat 
I could not understand. The fact is, that in Ihiglaud 
you will find those that are higlu'.st in rank arc; 
the politest in society. The h'clnrf' was ably d('- 
livcrcd on anatomy — which has Ixam a fivouriti; study 
of mine for many yc'ars past — by Iboi’^ ssor J'araday; 
and I declare, Mhat I learnt in lu'aring lids om' h'cture 
I could not have acquired in oik' yeai’s' Inird labor 
Avith my books. INIr. Latham furtlu'r was so good as 
to obtain permission for me to In; admitted wln'jK'Vi'r 
1 liked, free of charge, llesidi^s, h(' kindly promisi'd 
to speak to the tSu])erint(‘iidcnts oi tin; St. (icoigc’s 
Hospital, and the College ol Snrg’ef)ns, who Mould 
kindly send for me Avheiiev(‘r a dissection might take 
place in those institutions, most Ixanficial to man- 
kind. 

On the 1st June, we Avere introduced to a noble- 
man, by name Colonel U\ Wood, and met with a kind 
rece])tion at his houst*, iroin liimsdl, his wif a lady 
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of liigh rajik — and his two daughters, exquisite in 
beauty, and adorned witli the accomplishments 
obtained from high education. After this, we paid 
another visit to the East India House ; and were taken 
tlieiicc by Mr. Puls ford to the British Museum and 
the Zoological Gardens, with which we were highly 
delighted. 

On the i3nd, it being Sunday, the whole cify ap- 
peared to be ill a very dreary and dull state. No 
shop was open, and no carriages, cabs, or omnibuses 
were to be seen running to and fro as usual. But 
all th() inhabitants were richly and neatly dressed 
within doors. Our English servants, too, having 
already perforuK'd last night what was required of 
them to-day, dressed themselves very smartly, and 
w(‘nt away to tin* place of their worship. Sunday is 
called the Sabbath, and it is scrupulously held sacred 
just th(’ same as Friday with us, and Saturday with 
the Jews ; though the word Sabbath, both in He- 
brew and Arabic signifies Saturday, and not Sunday. 
T1 lis Ix'ing not a day of business, 'we took a long 
drive to the two })laces called Highgate and Hamp- 
stead, and being gratified wdth the fresh air and 
sci'iicry of tlu' town and the country, returned home 
in the evening. 

On the morning of the 3rd we 2)aid our visit to 
a h'arned man, by name Dr. Bowring, and derived 
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much benefit concerning our business by convcrsiipr 
with this able man. In the afternoon ^yc visited tlie 
House of Lords, and the rarliaincnt, and heard 
question of the duty on sugar most ably discussed. 

On the 4th I received an invitation to visit the 
St. George’s Hospital, through the recommendation 
of ]\[r. Latham, where I was received with great 
attention and kindness by Dr. Cutler and AI r. l*rcs“ 
cott Hewett, and was kindly taken by the latter along 
with himself on going round to see all the patients 
in the hospital, and then was allowed to ])artiei[)ate 
in the fresh dissection of a subject expirc'd only two 
days before. Here I became convinced that a great 
part of what I had studied in Gahai’s Anatvnny” in 
Lersian and Arabic was founded upon laney and 
conjecture, and that it was impossible lor anybody 
to acquire a ihorough knowh’dge of this most usefnl 
study for mankind, without tlu* practical course of 
dissection. 

On the morning of the Otli, we proceeded to sec 
the Ascot races, a few miles from town. W(‘ beheld 
a great concourse of people assembled to se(‘ what 
horse would win, and what horse would lose. Almost 
all the spectators, I am informed, lay wagers among 
themselves ; and these races are to be the cause of 
gain and loss of large sums of money amongst tin* 
inhabitants. The English racers are the best animals 
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1 Ikivc rv('r s('rii. \Vc ciirod ])ut littlo ior tlio ainusc- 
but i^niii(‘(l a i*raii(l ol)j('ct by lakiiii^ tlu' trouble 
of coiiiiu^* to tills ])lace ; tliat is, 'Nve were blessed 
witli a lu'ar si^lit of our giacious Sovereii^n, and 
lier liusljaud llie Prince, to wlioin we made our pro- 
found bows, Avlilcli were very ])oliteIy returned by her 
INIajesty and luu* illustrious Consort. It apiu'ars that 
our dr('ss('s, our fac(‘s, and our obeisance, without 
l.ilin.^ olf th(' turbans, attracted the attention of the 
lioval ])air, aud of the nobility in their cavalcade ; 
but it was all willH)ut tin* vulgar curiosity of common 
])eopl(\ 'J'liox' w lio are crowiu'd with greatness by 
tin.' grac(' of the Almighty, their minds are also cn- 
dow'('d wllli i', real ness. 

Ou tlu' 7tli wc ]»ai(i a visit to llu' In^'lltutlon-huusc 
of the ('i\il Ihigiuccrs, and had the pleasuiai of an 
iiiti'i'view' with Mr. Walker, llu' Piasident, ami Air. 
C. M.iuhy, the Sccieliuy of the Institutiim, both men 
of giaal ability. 

In tlie ('Veiling of the Slh, having Ixa'ii invited, 
we proci'e.led to the A^'ialie Society, and iiad the 
ph';eur(' ol heariue a very ahh' leetuia' on geology, 
(hTiNciad hs' Dr. I’f.leoner. After which, Lord .Vuck- 
land, (»ur Itumcr ( Jove rnor-t icncral, made a sjiec’ch 
which N\(' could not uiuU'rstand, as his loiaLliip used 
a language loo high for a forrlgni'r to follow' him ; 
so this s))cech, acting as a narcotic dose upon our brain, 
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we conversed with other lords and nobles that hap- 
pened to be near us. 

On the 9th, it being Sunday, we took another drive 
to the village of llichinoiid, about seven miles from 
the town, with an English friend. 

On the 10th, we attended the meeting held at the 
Society for the Encourage . cut of Arts, Manufactures, 
and Commerce. The assembly was presided over 
by Prince Albert himself. \\"c had the honor of 
getting scats next to the Duke of Siitln'rland, and 
Ilis Grace conversed with me in a very polit(' and 
friendly manner, whenever his attention was not jo 
quired to the meeting. On the arrival of the nolde 
President, all present rose up to pay him lh('ir re- 
spects ; and we also made obeisances in our own 
Asiatic manner; and the Prince, la'turning his eom- 
pliments to all, very gracefully took his seat on the 
high chair placed in the iniddh'. Tlie aitlficaas and 
manufacturers tlum, one by one, prc'sentc'd tl.en* 
patent articles to the Prince, and desciiljtal tin m 
minutely. The things })r(\sent(‘(l met itli liu' ap- 
probation of the President and memljeis, and tli-’ 
makers receiv(’d tlieir applause, and sub>e(|ucntly, 
perhaps, some reward in money too. Aftc^r tliis, we 
went down stairs to inspect a large collection ol 
the specimens of various kinds of articles, formcily 
patented; and, in going our round again, wc had 
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the honor to meet the Prince, to whom we made 
cur profound bows ; and His Royal Highness very 
gracefully addressed my chief, asking him the usual 
firbt question of every Englishman, “ How do you 
like tills country?’’ The answer given through me 
^\as, that we liki'd it much. The next question 
was, ^MVliat did w'c admire most in England?” 
1 boldly, but respectfully, answered, on the part of 
my chief, that tin; civility of the peo})lc of high 
rank and station w'as the thing most admirable to 
us ; which answer, producing a slight smile on the 
Royal fac('. His Highness w’alked on. 'riius ended 
our accidental interview with a Prince wdiom for- 
tune lias aided to ascend the summit of the highest 
authority in the world. 

In the afternoon wx' saw the C'liincsc' Exhibition ; 
and, at night, jiroci’cdcd to anulher hincy ball, which 
we found sujxrior to the former. 

Not Iniiig fully sati'^fied with our former visit to 
the Jhitisli Museum, on the 11th wx repaired to 
that ])la(‘(‘ again, and had the satisfaction of seeing 
what remaiiu’d uns(’cn in our previous visit. M e 
then proceeded to sea' A\\\stminster Abbey, and found 
it to be a lofty cditice of great beauty and splen- 
dor, linl>hcd in the ancient Gothic style. It is 
said to have been built by Henry III., one of the 
former Kings of England, in A.C'. The pave- 
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ment of tlie clioir of this sacred place attracted our 
attention first, being a rich mosaic of innumerable 
pieces of jasper, porphyry, alabaster, lapis lazuli, 
and serpentine marbles, all varying in size, and 
skilfully arranged, 'fhe portico, termed Solomon’s 
gate, leading into the northern cross, presents a 
magnificent view to the observer. This sacred place, 
too, is not destitute of the imag(\s of the great men 
of England, but they arc not so numerous as at St. 
Paul’s. The abbot, a very polite young man, of 
great ability and talent, took us to the west door, 
whence we had a most beautilul view of the inner 
body of the convent, which impressed us with awe, 
caused by the loftiness of the roof and the range 
of columns by which the wdiolc (idilice is supj)orted. 
The double ranges of the colored glass wdndow's of 
the tw^o upper galleries, based u])on the arcade of 
the aforesaid pillars, freely admitted b(‘ams of light 
to the wdiole Abb(3y without glare. After going 
through all the convent, the abbot took us to a 
large hall, where coronations of tlic Kings of this 
laud take place. The great chair upon which they 
are seated, seems to be a very okl-fasliioiu’d oin* ; 
and w'c eould not leave the liall wutlioul touching 
this high chair, the seat of empire. We then were 
taken by the good abbot to bis own residence, near 
the Abbey, and eaeh of us w'as treated with the 
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best of beverages, a glass of water. After this, hav- 
ing conversed with our host for a while on the 
subject of his cross, and our crescent of the ancient 
time, my chief went home and I was taken by Cap- 
tain Postans, to visit a great man, the Honorable 
W. B. Baring, Secretary to the Board of Control. 

On going to the house, we were kindly received 
by the vSccretary, a young man of about thirty. 
He put several questions to me regarding the 
Government in India, and I answered them accord- 
ing to my humble opinion, of course in favor of 
my own country, which answers seemed not to 
agree with the spirit of our host. ]\Iy friend. 
Captain Postans, talked with him for a while, and 
we took our leave. 

On the 14th, we went to an evauiing party at Lord 
Ashley’s. 11 is lordship and his b(*autiful lady re- 
ceived us with gia'at courtesy. Here we had the 
pleasure’ of being introduced to V iscount Jocelyn and 
liis wife, the loveliest of Lnglish beauties. After a 
little while I had the honor of playing at chess with 
this nymph of Paradise. I played two games with 
her, and allowed myself to be beaten both times to 
please her. 

On the 19th I attended the Court of Proprietors, 
assembled in the India House, and had the satis- 
faction of hearing an able speech from ^Ir. Sullivan, 
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tending to the welfare of both the rulers and the 
ruled of India. 

On the 25th, we had the honor of paying our 
visit to Lord Eipon, President of the Board of Con- 
trol. This Minister received us with the courtesy 
natural to the nobility of England ; but, feeling his 
pulse with regard to our business, we found his 
lordship to be a very stiff and different man alto- 
gether. 

On the 27th, we went to an evening party at 
Major Jervis’s house in the company of several 
beauties and great men, amongst whom I found 
Colonel ]\lih's, the same Arabic scholar whom I had 
the pleasure of seeing at Vira, twenU -four yi'ars be- 
fore. I told him there was a great dilfercncc be- 
tween the two places of our me('ting; and he rc- 
inark(Hl, that the difference Avas not only in pla(;es, 
but in tim(\ I paid him another visit at his own 
house, which he never returned, thinking, perhaps, 
that he was still in India, and not in the land of 
freedom where all arc equal. 

On the 28tli wc proceeded to llcgent’s Park to see 
a wonderful place called the Diorama. On our 
arrival at this place of incantation, wc were con- 
ducted by he keeper into a room as dark as an in- 
fidel’s heart, and were kindly seated upon chairs. 
I say kindly, for having placed ourselves at his 
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disposal, he might have maltreated us in this dun- 
geon with impunity if he liked. In the meantime 
our sense of hearing was gratified with distant music, 
and then a beautiful scene of a frosty morning gra- 
dually presented itself to our deceived vision, in 
which we saw a rough clownish vegetable vendor 
at the river side, having landed his large parcels 
of cargo in a tremendous heap, himself shrivelled 
with the Aveather, sitting half asleep in his boat, 
and his Avife and a child sleeping on the bundles. 
The motion of tlic Avatcr of tlu' river Avas nature 
itself, and by the side of the stream there appeared 
a magnificent palace, Avhosc inmates Avere engaged 
in various employments. In the meantime the sun 
shone brilliantly, and extended his rays all over : 
and then the evening came on, tlio scene changed, 
so much so, that the vegeta])lc seller Avas meta- 
morphosed into a pretty Avoman, the stars became 
visible, and the moon rose*, casting her serene light 
over the scene. The palace, too, appeared illuminated 
with lann)s and chandeliers. And the scene then 
gradually vanished, and the first darkness again pre- 
vailed, in Avhich the distant music once more allured 
our attention. After a little Avhile, the light of morn- 
ing again began to appear, and in about one minute 
the interior of a grand church presented itself to 
our view, first vacant, but in another minute filled 
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with the congregation. The morning then turned 
to day, and the day, in a few minutes, into evening, 
and then night came on, and then to our gv('at de- 
light we were helped out by the kc('per from this 
house of false magic. The secret of this place was 
that the house was partly blocked up and partly 
orificed with windows, turning on a jrivot, and the 
windowed part coming in contact with pcrs])cctivc 
paintings, placed behind large magnifying glasses, 
formed this optical deception. But how the water 
moved, how the sun, the moon, and the stars appeared 
and disappeared, how the objects were transformed 
and the times changed, was still b(‘yond my compre- 
hension. Thus, half satisfied and half pu/./ded, v/o 
returned home. Some of my companions would have 
the house to be under the power of evil spirits. 

On the 29th I received permission to visit the 
College of vSurgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, and 
met with a kind reception from tlie superintendant, 
Brofc'ssor Owen, who gave instructions to his as- 
sistants to show me all that I should like to see, 
and describe everything in full. I walked round 
the several stories of the house, and inspected human 
bodies, both whole and in parts, arranged in re gular 
order for the benefit of the students, who, by this 
help can easily, in a short time, ascend the summit 
of the science of anatomy in both theory and practice. 
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On the 1st of July we paid a visit to the National 
Gallery. From this place we proceeded to a theatre 
where Ilcrr Ddblcr, a juggler, exhibited liis arts. 
Wc admired very highly his performances, in making 
an automaton shoot at the mark with its gun, in 
j)roducing ])igcons from dry fish, destroying watches, 
burning handkerchiefs, and then ])rodLicing them safe, 
and similar tricks. Ihit, after all, our Indian jug- 
glers are sui)erior to these Fjuro])cans. In the first 
place, the latter arc' furnidied with all suitable ma- 
terials for tlic'ir performance, with the advantage of 
tlie stage-house, whicli can be darkened or lightened 
at pleasure; whereas the poor Indian juggler stands 
in an open plain before the public, and performs 
such tricks as giving his snake to his mongoose, who 
devours it before all, the aniinaFs mouth being 
seen stained with blood, and them the man pulls 
out the reptile, all alive', from the tail of the mon- 
goose. An Indian juggler stabs his own child and 
cuts the throat of his wife before your eyes: you 
sec the blood issuing from the wounds, and then 
you lind that all is sleight of hand. I myself once 
contracted a friendship with a Brahman juggler, by 
name Lalbhatt, who pretended to have had a divine 
inspiration from his goddess, performed such tricks 
as in former ages would have surely been taken for 
miracles. Once I took my two European friends. 
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Dr. J. Patch and Dr. W. Leggett, to the place where 
this wonderful man sojourned, at Siirat. The two 
doctors were greatly astonished to see the man clap- 
ping his hands, and producing a quantity of caida- 
inoin and betel nuts ; asking one of my native friends 
to hold fast his own emerald ring in his hand, which 
in two or three minutes vanished from his hand, 
and was found upon the lower dress of Dr. JiOggc'tt; 
and similar wonders. 

The first week of July passed pleasantly iu com- 
parative idleness. In the afternoons I took a walk 
to Kensington Cardens, not far from our (piarters, 
wh('re I sat peacefully for an liour or two, looking 
at the beauties of nature. 

On the lOtli I accompanied my chief to the Poly- 
technic Institution, Ilegcnt Street. z\mong other 
tilings the diving bell amused us much. I undmtook 
to descend into the w'ater by this extraordinary vessel, 
wdiilc my chief and companions would not only not 
venture to descend, but dissuaded m(‘ very strongly 
from undertaking the trial, telling me that it w'as 
an act of great imprudence to endanger lil’e in such 
useless sport. Turning a deaf car to such remon- 
strances, I hastened to the brink of tlie water, and 
pronouncing my Bismillah (in the name of the most 
merciful name of Allah) I got into the bell with four 
Englishmen. Upon our entering, we found a com- 
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modioiis scat, and then the bell being let down into 
the deep, we felt a queer compressing sensation in 
our cars, but that was all the inconvenience we ex- 
perienced. We saw a patch of th(' water on one 
side, Avdier(i tlie bell was left open near our feet ; 
but tlie vacuum of the vessel being filled up with 
the air, with which we were constantly supplied by 
means of a communicating tube between the inner 
part of the bell and th(i outward atmosphere, pre- 
vented the water from rushing in. On reaching the 
bottom we saw the pebbles and gravel, and then 
were pulled out again from the dangerous deep to 
the open air of the world. 

On th(' 11th, we proceeded to the Court of Jus- 
tice of this city ; and, on our arrival, were received 
witli kindness by tlie Lord Chancellor, and wxrc 
recpiested to take? our seat near the high chair of 
his lordshij), on the right side of the court. His 
lordship, perhaps being hard of licaring, gave me, 
as interpri'ter, a chair at his elbow, and my chief 
sat at a little distance. The case before his lord- 
ship at the tilin' was that of an Indo-European, 
Colonel Dyce Sombre, an unlucky man, who had 
lost his large fortiuu' by falling in love and enter- 
ing into a marriage contract with an English lady 
of rank. After a little conversation, not wishing 
to tak(^ up his lordship’s valuable time, we took 
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our leave of the Court, and proceeded to return a 
visit to another nobleman. Then, in company with 
our shipmate and very obligii\g friend, Coloiu'I 
Stratton, of the Madras army, we waitcnl on Vrince 
Soltikoff, a young man of very high talent and gia'at 
ability. He showed us a portfolio containing beau- 
tiful drawings of cities, castles, and vegetable pro- 
ductions of various countries in Asia, worked by 
himself, which showed great knowledge of drawing. 
Upon the whole, he was an amiable, line-looking 
man, not in the least elated with the pride of birth. 

The next day I was ordered by my chiel’ to wait 
again upon the llussian Prince, and invite him, on 
his part, to Astlcy’s Theatre, where he had engaged 
a box. I proceeded forthwith to execute my oiah'rs, 
and delivered over the message to the Prince, who 
accepted the invitation for the night. There was a 
tall, well made, and very handsome young English- 
man in the room at this time, wdio seemed to take 
interest in my conversation with Ills Higlincss ; and 
the Prince, observing this, introduced nu' to him, 
pronouncing my name to liim and his name — Lord 
John Elphinstone, the late Governor of Madras — to 
me. I was glad to make acquaintance with tliis 
nobleman, as my little conversation with him clearly 
showed that his cultivated mind corrc^pondcd with 
his outward appearance. 
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In tlie evening, the Prince having arrived in time, 
wc proceeded to Asthy’s Tlicatre, and the perform- 
ances that we saw there were most admirable. The 
lioix's of this theatre understood man’s language and 
music, for tlu'y turned and returned, ran and stopped, 
at the words of command and notes of the music, 
l^pon one horse, Avhilst cjintcuing, a very pretty 
young damsel, with a smiling couiUenanc(‘, jumped 
from the ground and stood upon the saddle, urging 
the animal to speed. In the meantimej one of the 
performers threw an ivory ball at her, which she 
caught uith alacrity, and playfully tossed it up and 
caught it repeatedly, as if the atmosphere' was under 
lu'r command and plaec’d it in lu'r hand ([uite safe 
whcncv(‘r she threw it up. 'I'his was not all; but, 
ill every turn, she caught an additional ball from 
the perfornu'r, and W( nt on to>siiig it up, until she 
had received seven ; and all she tossed up and caught 
invariably in both hands with Avonderful dc'xterity. 
Every one of the seven balls appi'arcd continually 
to be in motion at the miraculous touch of her 
hand ; and the horse ran its rounds as fa^t as pos- 
sible, whilst th(' fairy stood upon it, with her smil- 
ing lovely counteiiance, unshaken. After this, the 
warfare and the political affairs of China were acted 
upon the stage ; and all ended in a laughable 
farce. 
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On the 17tli, having heard of a wonderful dwarf’s 
arrival from the country, Ave Aveiit to see him at his 
lodging, and found him to Ix' but llHbs. in Aveiglit, 
and 28 inches in stature, aged thirti'cn years. Ho 
Avas free from all the dwarfish didbrmities, sueli as a 
curve in the calf bones or vertebra*, or a lump upon 
the back, etc. He Avas called the (ieneral 'I'om 
Tliumb ; and, by receiving rational answers to oiir 
questions from him, Ave found his reason to be ([uite 
sound, lie Avas dressed in a military uniform, with 
a cocked hat upon his head and a small sword buckled 
to his side, Avhich gave him a most ludicrous appear- 
ance and excited the laughter of his visitors, csp('- 
cially Avhen he sang love songs and danced A\ith a 
girl, somcAvhat bigger than himseli’, in a very liviiy 
manner. 

On the 24th, being invited to spend tin* day with 
Mr. A. Latham at his country house in the suburlis 
of Windsor, avc ])roc('eded thither by the liist train 
early in the morning, and reached the lamous Wind- 
sor, 22 miles Avest of London, in sometliing less 
than an hour. The town is well ])opulated, and 
situated on a pleasant site by the Liver Thames. 
Our good host having obtained permission, avc en- 
tered the magnificent castle, and had the satiNlac- 
tioii of seeing the palace inside, and the ancient 
church. We then proceeded to Mr. Latham’s house, 
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and passed a very happy day under his hospitable 
roof. 

On the dlst we were invited by our friend, II. 
Pulsford, to take a Avhilebait dinner with him 

at (iretnwicli, so we proceeded thither at noon in 
Ill’s company on board one of the small steamers 
runniii'^^ to and iro on the Kiver Thames, and arrived 
in about lialf an liour. We put up in a nice inn 
at the river side, and partook of our friend’s hospi- 
tality. d'lie toM Ji of Oreenwich is situated at the 
bank of tli<' riv(;r, five miles cast of London, and 
is v('ry populous. It is noted for its magnificent 
hos})ital ibr decayed seamen, its beautiluL park, and 
for its astronomical observatory on tlu* summit of a 
hill, whence all the English seamen n-ckon their 
lirst meridian ot‘ longitude. 

beginuing of the month of August passed in 
luisiness until the* litli, when, wdiilst walking in the 
bazar, 1 wuis informed of the arrival of some Ameri- 
cans in till' Egyptian I fall. I w'ent in, and, having 
paid a piece' of silver as a fee to the ownc'r, 1 saw 
my fellow creature's, nine in number, in their uncivil- 
ized rude state, diessed in skins, feathers and straw’s, 
made up and interwoven by themselves. Their com- 
])lexion was copper-colored, their appearance wild, 
tlu'ir body proportionate, excepting the arms, wdiich 
w’cre too slender. They spoke a jargon, in sound 
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lesembllng Marathi, and a young Englishinaa inter- 
preted their ideas, which were simple and chaste in 
their nature. They painted tlicir foreheads and 
bodies somewhat like the Hindus. This day I re- 
ceived a handsome present of a valuable tch'seope 
from It. Pulsford, Esq., as a token of fiieiulship, 
which I very reluctantly accepted. I prize vhe 
keepsake, however, very highly, it being from a 
gemtlcman wlio took much interest in the willare 
of my native land and myself. 

On the 26th the news of the birth of a piince to 
our gracious Sovereign at h\ iiidsc r having been t('le- 
graphed, I was, according to our Asiatic customs, 
ordered by my chief to carry a letter of congiatida- 
tion to the Castle. So again I ])roceeded to Wiiulsor, 
delivered my letter to the secretary, and, reeei\ing his 
reply, returned home in the afternoon. 

On the 27th, having obtained a h tter of introduc- 
tion to Lord Bloomfield, commanding at Woolwich, 
we proc('cded thither early in the morning, accom- 
panied by Ca])taiu 'J\ Postans. Wc sent the letter 
to the gr(‘at man, and were informed that wc would 
be received in the afternoon at his lordship’s resi- 
dence. In the meantime, an officer was de])utcd to 
remain in attendance upon us, and to sliow us over 
the different departments. So, by the kindness of 
this officer, we had the satisfaction of secang the in^ 
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struments of the British wealth ; and the use of them 
was explained most minutely to us. 

It was Sir Charles Forhes who procured us this 
attention at Woolwich ; and, from the time of our 
arrival, we were helped through difficulties in a 
mo^t friendly manner by this good baronet, who w’as 
one of the staunch patrons of India. 

Now, my chief having received answ^ers to his 
])( titions from tlu^ the Court of Directors, and, in the 
h('ginning of Sc'ptember, having obtained assurance 
from tlu‘ Chairman tliat his business w'ould be satis- 
factorily s(‘ttl(’d in India, we had nothing to detain 
us in England, except the gratification of the pleasures 
of my young chief; upon whom, with much difficulty, 
I prevailc’d to leave this city of enchantments as 
soon as possible, and our passage was takc'ii in the 
mail st('am(n* that was to leav(' the shore's of Eng- 
land on the third proximo. So we had one whole 
month, lia’e from th(> burtln'n of business, to bid fare- 
well to our friends, and to s('e something more that 
remaiiK^d unsei'ii. Amongst our lu'w frii'uds in Lon- 
don W(' had also the pleasure of having a true believer 
in Saiyid AininuM-din A1 AH, commonly called AH 
Elh'iuli, the ambassador on the part of the Sultan 
of Constantinople to the Court of England. We 
had the honor of several interviews with this noble 
minister of the Sovereign of Islam. My chief made 
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Irim a present of a very valuable Indian swovd in 
token of his most sincere rej^ard and profound respect. 
On the 12tli of September, v/c paid our partinj*- visit 
to him, and his (irace would not allow us to leav(' 
him without a mark of his friendship. ll(' nave 
my chief a very valuable volunu' of a Turkish book, 
and a similar one 1o myself, endorsed by hiuiself. 
And then, after a long* conversation about the In- 
dian (Jovernnu'nt, we took our leave of him, assur- 
ing him that our servieis at all time's \v('r(' at tin' 
disposal of the Islam Government wheiunau* the\ 
ere rcqiiired. 

I may now sum up the char.ieter of tin* Knglish. 
by saying they arc entirely submissiye to tlu' law 
and obedient to the commands of their superiors, 
d’heir sense of patriotism is greater than that of any 
nation in the world. Their obedience, trust, and 
submission to the female sex are far beyond the* 
limit of moderation. In fact, the freedom granted to 
womankind in this country is great, and the mis- 
chief arising from this unreasonable toleratie)U is most 
deplorable. 

I must now leap over the course ot t(‘n yeai i. 
from 1844 to 1854, during whicli time I experienced 
many vicissitudes ; to enter into the particulars, 1 re- 
quire another volume, which I intend to fill wlum i 
am master of my^’ owui time, retired from the servio* 
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of Mir Jafir, and peacofully sitting at my own desk 
at home. 

In short, on the ord of October wc left England, 
and on the E2tli of November, wc reached Bombay, 
thanks to the Almighty Allah, all safe, v/lierc wc 
stayed lor a fortnight, during which time we got 
over the olHcial liusiness, in paying visits to the 
Honorable the (governor, delivering the letters to 
him, both from Ids friends and from his superiors, 
and seeing other liiends at Bombay. My chief then 
jiroec'eded to h'lirat by sea and 1 by land, and 1 reached 
sweet home once more on the Otli of December, 1844, 
A.e. My dear may Ood bless her soul!, was 

delighted to see me after this long journey, and I 
was twice as much delighted to see my only sincere 
friend in the world and my beloved partmu’ in plea- 
sure and adversity. 

It is ([uite evidimt that tlio pecuniary circumstances 
of my chief and myself were improved by having 
proceeded to England, in proportion to our individual 
capacities. But a sevi'rc misfortune at the same time 
lurked beliind the invisible curtain of destiny to in- 
flict a deep and unhcalablc wound upon our hearts. 
His dear wife, the source of his aggrandisement 
and wealth, departed this life on the 9th of January, 
1845, of consumption ; and then, on the 15th of 
January, 1847, my dearest wife too, having had an 
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attack of tlic cliolera, left this world lor the next- 
^ly grief tor this severe and irreparable loss was 
so great that I thought of renouncing the world 
at once. But my friends and eoinpanioiis, espeeially 
my chief, blindfolded me again and led me into the 
worldly delusions by degrees, and again I gave in 
my n(‘ck to be yoked to the wagon of worldly cares. 

On Monday, the l‘2th of July, 1847, again I 
entered into the marriage' contract with Wihiyati 
Khan\im, the adopted daughter of Najibubinissa' 
begam, eldest daughter of the late Nuwab of vSiirat; 
and by this lady I am blessed with four children, 
three girls and one boy. JNFay God bless them all ! 
My domestic cares arc now aggravated, my years 
advanced, and my income inadequate' to cover the 
expenses of a large family. But I resign myself to 
the will of that Omniscient Being, whose omnipotent 
power first creates the food and then his creaturcii 
destined to live upon it. Amen ! 
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only to church histuiy and to litci.iturc, hut 

\ir. 

Third Series of Sennons. r>y d..' liUr i!i;v. 

Khki). W. IJOlilCR'rSON, A.M., Iii(‘uinl)ciit of’ I'rinilv 
Cliapcl, l]riiilit<)ii. 

Post 'tint, irlth Portrait, price O.v. doth. 

Fiijxt SkimI'-S — I'had Edition, l*ost t^ro, price '.Is', efnih, 

Sth <)M» ShUlKS — Thud Edition, pi ice \).s. 'loth. 

“ Very ln'imlil'ul tii tcclnu amt occasion.illy hamihd it. 'I In* inc-mt \oluinc is i k h in 
strikiiiit and forcible in loiiccidion to a re- ciidciKc of his pious, in.mlv .and sn, inn : i i (h, 
inarkahlc dcitrcc,” (iit<o itnin. and ot liis jiowcr not nnl\ In iionit to ln.-iM'n, 

•Mir. li’olicitson, Ilf I’-rit-ditoii, is ti name but to lead the wav.” (I'oA, 
r.i’iiiliar to most of' us, and honotiii'd l>v all to “ 1 hese sciniolis arc mil of tlmu dit and 
w hoin If IS Liimli.ir. A f rue scr\ ant of Christ, hcantv 'Ih/i'- is md ,i siinnni in tlic si ijrs 
a hold and hc.irt-sf irrinu: ]iic.nlicr of the tliat docs not funnsli cmiIciki of oiiiiio.ildy 
'■ospcl, his IcRiiint^ was Ijcaiitifu'd and in- w ithont c\tra\ ayaiu c, oi ili--< ninnial ion \. it h- 
ti nsitn d hv t;'‘nius. JvA'W' tiutli.ncw' liuht, out tcdiousiicss, and of ji.idx w .tli'nit i .ml oi 
streanu d Ironi cai li well-woin text wla-ii he \ coiiseuiioiuihsm." -Jirihs/i limo O 1 1 >/. 

xni. 

A Visit to Salt Lake ; JInnn a ./onmn/ o. 
the. JUiiinx to llio, Moiinnii Si/tlleiiK’iits at Ctah. I5y 
WILLIAM CIIANDLHSS. 

Post Sco, irith a A/ap, price 9v. doth. 

“ At len"th we Imvc an l''n;.dish wTiter wdio Imok. It has impressed ns witli the '-onvu tion 
his been to Salt Lake, and tells us all about that tins stramre hciesc .md sMusin of the 

1 he tdc'lfres Ins word to tin* iici*uracy *if jimcteentJi ceiiturv lias ,» sti(in;;n' vit.iht} tlian 

c\cry cun\ craatioii and every incident in liis we had piMviousl) <lic,uiit.’ AiUnni niu. 

XIV. 

Hand-Look of Lritish Alaritune Lan). 

By D. It. MOlllCK, Advocate. 

8ro, Price .O-v., rtndi. 
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WORKS PUliLISIIEI) BY 


WOliKS OF MR. liUSKlX. 

I- 

77/6’ Elements of Draining. By John 

I’.L'SKIN, M.A. 

Cioir/i S/v^ /Utisfntfioiis didn ti 4// tint Aiilhor. Prit e 7s. i'yii. cloth. 


“ 'J he I Mil", !u-(‘ ( l< .11 ly .nil] liillv l.iiil j 

UI\(l the I ,11 li>-i e\eieiM-^ iilwivs Kiinlui i\ e tii { 
tlie eiiil li> '.iiiiiile .iiiil uneiiih.inMNSniM me.iii' j 
. . 'io h- eiitei tainiii'r i" a ei'Mt uiU 

ill a I iter. 'Ihi' Mi. i;u''Kiii ]ii>',se,,-,es 
]ire-eMiiientl\ . I he w ho u Mjlmiiu i-, lull ot 
live!iu''>> '■ *''/» ' /<i/nr 

“ \\.' elo>e till', hook 'vvilli :i li eliMu that, 
though niithiM',; sMj.eiveih'', a inii'ter \et that 
Ml -.til'll Ml Ilf Jill -houhl la'iiii h luith without 
tiii',\Muk M ,i I oiini.M''. ’ .\fti, int mil 

"It \mII he toMiiil nut oiih' ail iliviilil.lhle 
iieiiUMitiiiii to tlie 'tU'leiit, hut uttieeahU* anil 


iiMtiiK fi\(‘ j-eailniiC for any one who ^^lshes to 
letiiie liiN tiereciitinns of niitiir.il ‘'eener> , ami 
ot ilvi wi'ithie^t aitistio u’lirescMit.itions.’'— 

/,'■ ii)iiinii\t 

"'I he I llle^ anil illustrations Mill ho lonml 
to ho umisu.ill) eoneiso, jiortinent, ami avail- 
.ihie , . . Orl;^mal as this tio.itiso m, 

it 1 aiiiiiit 1 III to he at onee iiistrin tne ,iml sne'- 
'.loslne ' /.ih nil n (ill :i tit-. 

“ I he most iiselul ami hook on 

tlie sul'ieet wliulilus e\L‘r yonie uniler our 
llotlOe, ’ — J‘l I'A.'i. 


II. 

Azotes ON f/ic J^rtNcipol Pictures at 

the liopuf Ai'iidcinip <■)■/*. A//. ///., lSi;7, 

Sir(>iil Eillfiou, inth Post'll I ! jit. jirti c One Slittlnii;. 


111 . 

Azotes on the I'urncr Collection. 

i'lJLii I'nl/tnni, Itirnnl^ mth I'liJ.tri. ^'Cu, finrc One Shi/ln/if 

IS, 

Pre- / l((j)h(iel i tisin. 

i'l'o. 'J s. .s/ ici II. 

"We Misli 111, it this ]>.iiiiiihh t i"i...,lit 1 1 hi till .lor.i it whiih is actj inijioitant to 
1.1. I 1 \ ii.i'i h\ our .11 l-|.,iti oils, .tml siMihiil iiimnioer.'' — iiini/itinu 
h\ oiir iiit-iiUiis 'lime Is iiim h to he eol- 


Modern Painters, VoL JV. Ott Mountaut 

Ih'iiuh/. 

IniiH I lal beo. n-ilh 'Piui tii-Jirc fl!nf,trntii'n'> enijrarvil on Steel, ami 110 
U ii’iilcnt'i, ill'll 'i n fill the Author, jieire 'll. iD.v. cloth. 

( lies hii'l as iM iMii'Ii.it <1 \ ’‘ti..e, this , invoheil in the tile.isiire mc fierive from 
IS t!,i UK-; 1 1 i..,ii i,.ihl.- Mh'.h ■' 1 : 1 li'kin ' nioiint.i'iis ami tin ii* j.utonel 1 1 [ 1 1 seiit.itioii 

ills wt i'sm,! ihej'i.'tes .i li w < im i i,is .-i o Hu- uutlior is nioie jiliilosojilm a) and le's 
I'l 'ii. e, .i;i.l ’iKlmie luiiiii 1 ■Us ilioMiMs <it ^ iiitual th.iu hehue. Mr. Kiiskui oieuie.es 
im iint.iMi letiM to the author, w m«‘li ptioi ■ a imiihar pos't'i n as a Miitir. lie coiii- 
"Mi lliiskiii to he I's., uti.i); , .ill ai'ist Kn 11 j ].ils Ills most velieiiieiit mhi I'saries to ml- 
sniil. ki .-ii iiil.iM, and kiiii t'owir ot e\- i nine loen while tiiey dissi-nt, "1 he sm^mlar 
juesMoii ,ne the nudities wliuh i:o to the ' he.iiiti ot Ins st_\ U*, tlie lieaiti sunjiatlij M.th 
!i.,d lu of .in ait'st.aad all these Mi. itnskiii ; all toinis ot uatni.il loveliness, tiie tironi'Kin 
1 le .lids III till 111 .1 |,e\ uh 11 1 \ siil.iii of Ills illustrations, ami ahuieall tlie e.irnest 
Tiiiii tor theoi \ . nuesti. .'ti.i'i and esisis'fou deimiu i.itu n ui rant, tonn irn sMtihle attrae- 
lle.s I oimImm itmii in. ikes hnii .in unuioe iinin. i tiniis 'iou may iumrrel Mitli the intie, hut 
hetli iir.ona .11 tists .nul «ii(<is"_ .s^,.^^^., I \on eaniiot tail to iiiliiiire the writer .ind le- 
*• J he iiieseiit \oliinie of Mr. lliiskm's s;.,., t the man. llmh thoun'lifs, tlofhed m 



WORKS OF mi, RUSKIX— ('OlttlHUiJ. 

VI. 

Modern Painters, VoL III. 'h' Monii Tli/nrs, 

With Kiijlitrcn Illnslrationa drairn I j/ th,- Author, and iiairand on 
prim ;{>%. cloth. 

“ 'I'liiS book may bo laki-n up withonnal j rnuT I'.u- all that ajipiMrs to linii b. aiitilVl aiiil 
ploasuiv w Iiftbi-i* tliL' roatliT In* iu-iiiiamti‘ I i anU . a'ul. tlioii'ib uaiiraj, to \(‘i\ '-iioml; 
or not with tlu' piv\ioiis Milumi-'s, aiul no | jm louiulin^^ t.'io-o ]iri‘!rii'i. i s on 

K)n‘t i.il aitistii* cultino IS utvi-sN.irc iii orili-r I isMson. . Mis st\ If l^, as usual. i li ar, 

to fiijoy Its »*\(' •llc'tu i‘s t>r profit b\ its su j bold, ami i a.n . Mr IPi-l hi is one ot lla’ first 
jrosiiuiH. Kvi'iy uuo w bn can-s about natuir. j w ntoi s oi Hi,- ,la> l\,nioiiiist 
or poi'try, or t)io sioi-\ ot liumaii ilo\«-!o|.im at | " Ibopn < ut ^oltmu*. \ f\w.l as a liicr ii y 

-o\fr\ out' vvliohas a tinut* of litiuatiiiv or , a> bii-\ i iiuuU. is tbo hialu-. and most siiiU- 

ythilosopli V, i\ ill find soinotlun,; that is loi bun . .11^ i-intimc ot tbc autnoi’, abilitu's that 
jii tins \olumi'.” — Wi \t iiini.\lt c lt< ! I has vot In i n jaibhsl i il It s]io\\s tlio uia- 

“ Mr. Kuslvi'i's ti.Mil volume id’ ‘ Moilerii tiiiilyoi he. pou(i> oi tiiou. lit 1 ul flu* pi r- 
ramleis’ will bi* nailed with inteiest and , iniioii d his ^ 1 at e ot si \ ‘ . a A 1 

eiinosity, it not witli suhmissi\e att“ntion, j •• Ml. it is to be liojieil. will le.ei the liook 

by the Art-w orld of lluithind Mr. 1 for tlu ie,~. hes. 1 hi \ will iii'd o well woith 

Ituskin IS 111 jiossession of 11 elear and tieiie- j u laiilul t>eiU'il ihis ihoil M>luuie lullv 
tiat n.; niind ; he is iindeiiiablv ])iaetu .il 111 ais ; nali/es the expi < I ilioiis wo ha I loii)ii.d of 
iiiiidaiiicntal ideas, lull of the deepest re\e- j it.” - .s'u/e/ i/u.y 

VII. 

Modern Painters. 

fnifienat Hra. I’of. /. I'if'th I'ditlon, rhilh. 

Vol. Il I'onith liditioi , UK', {\il. cloth. 

“Mr. Ituslon's W'ork will .send the iianlei “ i^enei oiis .iiid i’lip.issioiii d 1 e\ lew' o| tlu* 
inure tliaii eier to the stud\ ot n.itnre, will wm Ks of li\ iier )..ioiteis Ala iitv .iiid eai nest 
ti.iin men w no have jili.iis been delij-iited eoik, lull ot d.'< p tliou-'lil, and deMdopin.C 
spent. llors ot ll.ltUie, to he .ilso atleill 1\ e oh- ;iie.it .Old 'lllKlIU tllltlis III .lit.” /!l l(l>ll 
serveis Oiir 1 1 itu s w ill leai n to .idiiine, and ipno f. , h/ / o n' 

mine .idniirers will le.irn liow' tomiieise: “ ,V \ei \ e\ti loidni.ii e and deleddliil hook, 

tniis .1 ]nilnic W'llI be ediii .iteil.”- /> 7 <«/Cnoo./‘.s toll ot liiilli .'id <o,odii< ss, ot jiower ind 
Mihlii'.nu. be.iiil}.' .\'(ii fJi JIi itihli tli‘i I' tr. 

VIII. 

The Stones of Venice. 

JSno Complete in Three V'olnmc'^, Imperial Seo, with }'if’li/~thri‘e Vlnles and 
niime/ lilts Woodcuts, drawn Inj the Author. Trice 5/. \'is, {\d., m t mhossi d 
doth, with top cdi/c ijdt. 

iiAiii Noi.t MM MW itr: Jfvr> .'•r.i'Ait \ n.i.v. 

Voi., I. TIIl’j KOliXDATK >.\S, with 21 TIates, price 21 2s. 

Voh. fl. 'FH 10 SICA with 2 ^) nates, price 2 l. 2 s. 

Vou JII. TIIIC FALL, with 12 Ttates, pnee M. 1 1 v. Vd. 

“ This book is one wliieh, porha]>s, no other I aiehileetme ii.is (omleiised int i it a pfetu ap- 
iiian loiild b.Mc wnttiui, and one tor wliuh jirelu iision, tin* Iriiit of -iwe ot Hod, and 
the world on,dit to lie and will be tli.uiKtiil. It delurht in n.ituie ; .i know li d 'c, lo^', .iiid 
is in the, liio:tiest deu;ree (dofpient, aente, stiiiiii- ; just estini.ite ot .11 1 , .1 holdina last to t.u t and 
latent to tlioiii^dit, and teiiile in snL''"eslion. ' repmli.itioii ot hears, iv; an 'o-lone bie.idth, 
If shows il power of lUMi 111 ill eritieisiii w liieli, and a te.n h ss , h illen.re ot esistui ; soeial jirob- 
when lixed on a delinile objeet, notliin;^ ub- Jems, n lioa* ninon we know not win re to liiid 
Kurd or omI c:in withstand ; and a jwiwer of , jiaralleled ” - Sfn < totur. 

aptireeiation whudi has restoreil treasures ot ' “Ao one who h.is Msiti d \ • niee e.in read 
b'Miity to in.inkind. It will, we .ire eon- ■ this hoidv without haMiiir :i neher idow 
vnieed, idevate t.iste and intelleet, r.iis" tin* ; thrown o\er his n ineiiihranecs ot that eity, 
toneofmor.il feelmir, kindle iMUieioletue to- ' and tor those w ho hme not. Mr Uuskiti p:iints 
wards men, and iiiereasc the love and tear of it with a hrnioess ot outlme .iml \i\idness ot 
(iod.”— 7 'oaes. eoloiiiinp' tiiatwiM hi 111 j; it h. !oi e the iniiiyi- 

“ TJie ‘.stones of Venice’ is the prodiietioii nation with the lorco ot i< ality."--/ri/e;/i/‘y 
of an earnest, relimoiis, pro/ressi\e, iiud in- (in. ill,-, 

f irined mind. The author of this ess,.y ou 



WOKKS OF MU. IWSKlii— continual. 

IX. 

77/C Sei'cn Lamps of Architecture. 

Scrarnf Ldllum, trifh Fourteen Plates drau'n hy the Author. Imperial 8 / 7 >, 
pt ice 1/. I. S', doth. 

“ I'.y tin* ‘Seven T.ninjis {>f Arthitecimf,’ “ .Mr. lluskin's hook Ue;iiN so unmistiikeuMy 
we iiiiileist.uxl Mr. I'usKin to iniMti tlie en the tnarks of ]v<ni iiiul aeeiinite oliserviition, 
I'liiiilaiiieiitiil , Mill I ardiii.il laws, tli»“ot>s<*r\. '11100 ol si true .‘iial siiUtle aiul letiiied 

ol and ohedii iue to wlindi aic iiiilispeiisaMo seti.so of bcjinty, joiiiod witli so nmeh eaniost- 
to the .III liiioi'f , IS lio \Maild deservi' the oaiiif. iie>s, so noldc a s( 10.0 of the jiurjiosos .ind 
llie |iolitu 1.111. the niia.ili-t, five divine, will huMiie-'s of ait, and snoh u oonmniiid of rii h 
find in It .inijde store of iiistniotivo in.>tter, as and nhiwni;' I,intrnii'.''e, that it eainiot hat ti ll 
well as ihe.iitist I lie anthor of this woik jiowerliilly in prodnoiiiLr a inoie nhi^.oiis 
heloii';s fii ,M l.iss of thniKers of wliom we have vn-w of tiie uses of an liifeet lire, aiul a deeper 
too lew anion;; us.” — t' Kinnurr. inse.;ht into its arti-tio jinnoiples.” Huunluiii. 

X. 

Jjcctiircs on Architecture and Peiintinp. 

With I'niutem ('ills drarnn hy the Author. Second Kdituni. Crown 8 t’</, 
price 8 v. (id. doth, 

“ Mr. HnsUin’s [.eetures eloijnent, tnaidiie, iiitvlhi^ent iwrsoiis could listen to the Ice- 
and iinpasooiM d -exposniu' and ridieuhni; tines, however they iiiiiilit ditfer from the 
.some (d the vius of our jiresent system ol jnd'.;nients as'crteil, and troiii the ;;eneral ])ro- 
hnildiiii/, and eMitnin his heaiers hv sfioiu; positions l.iid dow n, w ithout an elevatiiii' iii- 
niotisis lit diitv and jde.isure to attend to fliu u« e and an aroused entlmsi.asin. which are 
ail Intel tore :iie very suecesstui ; and, like oiti n uioie iiuitlu! in pioduenu; true taste 
his loi iiier w el ks, w ill coiintiatid jtiildie atteii • and cornet vievs.s of .irt than the soundist 
fioii. Ills style IS terse, vigorous, and spark- historii al ueiier dilations .nid the most learm d 
till;:, and his hook IS both animated and attrac- teihnual criticism in which the heart and thu 
tive ’’ - l''iiniuiiost. senses own no imereht.”- Sjmiator. 

“ We 1 0111 else it to he impossible that any 

-KI. 

7//C Openinp (f the CrysUd Palace ; 

(\uisidercd in some of its re/otions to (he Prospects of At t, 

Sro, pt ire Is', .sf u 1 d. 

” .\n earnesf and idonnent appeal for the I ‘‘.Vwliolcsoinomidmuchnccdedprotest.*’-— 
prt’sei V ation ol the amieiit monimients ot ti'-uhr. 
ti'olhie an liitectin e.” - lluiili!,h ( Ion ihimiit. ) 

\ir. 

The Liny (f the Golden Hirer ; <>r> the 

niacl‘ Prother.^. 

Thud Fdifion, With '22 Illu.'^trations hy ivK iiMti) Doii.i:. Pnec 2s. Gd, 

" rills little fairy t.de is by a master band. I to say whkli it will p-ise most ]dea.sure to, the 
'1 he stois has a i h.irmiiiL; inoial, and the verv wise man or the very simple child.’’ — 
wiitni;; IS .so excellent, tliat it wonldhe hard J t.'jiiuiiner. 

XIII. 

P.ramples (fthe Arehitecturc of Venice, 

Selected oml Prnirti to J/easuretnetit from the Ldifiees. 

In ]\irts of Folio Impcriid size, eadi rontaininy Five Plates, and a .short 
K.t ptanatoiy Text, prire \l. l-v. eadi. 

IWUIS I. TO in. AHK IM IH.ISIIKI). 

Fil'tu Indhl l^rnntsi nil/// /it/* iC I-' . n/ n. . . / T» .../ 



R E C E N T WORK S. 
of British Legislatiou, a ( '/as.si/i(u! 

Sffftutia/'jf of PorUdnirntiirif Papers. Kditod In l*i;o- 
i-’Kssoii Ll'iONL LLV [, d ho Yoarly Issiio will {’(/osist 
ut' 1000 paovs siipor r<nal Svo, tho snhsoriptioii for 
whioli is Two (iuinoas, payahio in advanoo. ddio suo- 
(‘iv^^Ivo paj'ts wall hodolivorod [ujst fi\‘(‘, and to suhsorihors 
Old}'. 

Tin: MMKKXTU 1‘VltT IS jrsi' ISSIIKI). 

•* A S(‘ni's that, if it W maiia-i-d as im-nt hcin^,' in cxccllfiit idea /caloiish' 

it is iHiw I>\ I’Kitc-sx'tr liCVi, Will hot as hui;^ t .irried dut ” - \tlnnaum. 
as then- uMiiams a i J.I^latlu^‘ m l.ixat l!n- “ W .• eamiut .niaiiinc a ini>ii‘ li .d v > aliiah'e 
tarn" /O'lmuii r. an! iiaMoiiallv iiiiii'U l mt w iTk than tins |t 

“ Siudia wm k is miu li needt'd." — AVnao/ajv/. is imiiossihif Ioom r-fstniiati' its usciiiliwss.’’ 

•• It would not l>i‘ easy to o\ l•r-l,*stnllal' tlii- <’in,’ S- rrnr 
ntdity ol l’i'('li‘ssor Ecm’s senal. It lias tlw 

A. Jlcsidcucc in. 'Vasnuinia. iw Cmtain ii. 

BUTLHJl STONKY. 

Drnnj Hra, tritk Phitrs, Cuts', and ft Map, price l l.v. cluth. 

“A reviri't miidi'-houk to Van Itunncn’s in V'au liicincu’H I, and, wliiidi hesides Ii'inc 
I.and, disiiihni:; suii])!*’ anil ladlitnll) tlii* very .urn ealih- readim; may hi* ronlidciilli 
eountr\ , the iuiiinals, and iieoidc iii eonsnlti*d on .ill ni.ittcrs coiinri ted willidicir 

it." ■ ntiinih')' in itiTi.il lesourefs, ai'ti’iil imsition, and soeial 

“A jilam and elcar account of the colonici industrial aspects.” -Athaut tun. 

Si(jht- Seeinp in Gcnnany and the 

Tprol, hi ihe AHta)nnof \%^jr), I>y SiJt JOHN FORBEvS, 
Autliof of “ A Rhysicijin’s Holiday,” &v.. 

Cost P,ro, trith Map and Vieto, price lOv. (‘ut. i loth. 

“ Tho i,Tonnd is described clearly, tlio tilings I tlic. natural iiniircssioiia llicy produced, and 
that apiic.ired most wurtli secni;t to a sensible, tlio result is a work more arci’ceahlo m ev.iy 
obsci V ant tourist, are set down, touctlicr witli | av ay than many a book of tru\ cl.” J.'.uuuincr. 

llie Treatment of the Insane, wah<,„t 

Mecliaaictd Pestraiaifi, I>y JOHN CONOLJjY, M. I). 

Denn/ Hru, price 14.v, cittih, 

" Thcie is not a p'ltce winch will not he perused with interest, even by a non-j>rofe .sional 
reader .” — Mm nuuj ru.st. 

A Ilandhook of Average, f«r ty. me ./ 

MercJiaatft, Shipoicners., with a (Jhapter on Arhllratlon. 

By MANLEY IIOBKINS. 

8t'o, price I2.v. G</. doth. 

Papers of the late Lord Metcalfe. 

Selected and Edited by J. W. KAYE. 

Dennf 8/v/, price IG.v. cloth. 



RECENT WO^-KS-contmied. 

Tk Political Life of Sir R. Red, 

By THOMAS DOUBLEDAY, Author of tho 

^^Finaiicial History of England,” The True J^aw of 
Population,” &L\ 

Tiro Volmnetf, Crown 8/v>, price IS.v. doth. 

“ liCt all rrai\<T><. iK'torc th(*v laKt* in hand ihdractor nor ofa paiicuiyrist. Tlii-< hintTaphy 
lie ]ici ^onal iin-ii ' irs of Sir lh>li<*rt iVol, is ii Atork of ^ooat iiu-rit, fr)n‘<in(‘iitioii'>ly pu'- 
])-‘ii's(‘ Mil 'f voliti'K's of .Mr J loiifdi-day : in partsl, pfain, clear, and practically inti-rest- 
llicni ;Ii<‘ ^lat(■^lll, Ill’s cliar.utir and imlilic \\\\s,." —Le<uh r . 
acts arc .iiialvsi d in tlio s]tnit iieitlicr of a 

I'he Europcon IlcrolutiouH of 1(S48. 

ISy EDWARD (JAYEEY. 

Tiro Volinnrs^ ('town Sro^ price l.Sv. doth. 

“Mr. (’a.\l'‘V has ]noduecd a hook wlmli uono, we lia\e found it ixenorally accurate ; and 
is in many icspccts cood, vvliuli iinald h.i\e nidfiuMidently of its .uciir.icy it is valiiahli' lor 
hi (Ml Ix'ttiM*, lull wlmli, so tar from li.ivnu' two (jiialitics — flic sfiiidy cotiniion .siiise and 
lici n ,M't sii])i rsi-tlcd, lias not at ]in*s(Mit cmmi a iilcasaiil Ininioiir of tin; .iiitlior. It is also in 
loinpititor. As far as oiir cx.imniatioii has the m.ini piactn al and sound." — Tom's. 

SljJRS of the 1. UilCS : 0 )\ I'he .DtuKjrrs to Rcli- 

(fioH.^ Lihertii in the Present Ihitf. l>y tlie (.’1 1 fjV A Llfdl 
lilJNSl'iN. Trniishited hy Miss Si SANNA WiNKWoirni. 

Otic I'oliiiiic, Si o, pnee Ifis-. doth, 

“ An invesli'ralion of the reliirioiis lUMin iples , eiitou nu: vinntu.il doirmas. It is tlic most 
al woik 111 the Clnistian woild, tiaiiiiur, as ' icniai k.ihlr w<»ik that has apjieaied in iiiodcin 
far as uiodciii itolitics i sliMid, the .i» turn o' limes noiii the pen of a statesman.’’ --/.cto/d’. 
jii lestliood, associations, and sfuilar dci ices | 

I'hc Hist or If, Topotjrnplni, and 

^[titiqnities of the Isle of Whjht. liy DAYENPOIIT 
ADAMS. 

(poolo, ‘J.-) Steel Tlatc'i, doth, ijilt edijes, ju ice 2/. '2s. 

Stories and Sketehc.'i. I’.vJAIMes payn. 

/’»s/ Sen, Trice Sv. Cd. doth. 

“ Mr. I’aMi IS L'ay. spniteil, ohs«MA.iiit; and j “ ,V \oluineof pleasant readhi:^.’’—/./h /vi? ;/ 
shows no little kiiowletli;e of men and liooka " j dazttU', 

Jtonnd the T tre : Sloric.‘< /or Yonorj Ihwlrrs. 

Uy tlie Author of “ 'The Day of :i Ihiby Boy.” 

Sijuiire lt);/f(», with Trontisjiitce, pnee 'As. doth. 



IIECENT WORKS— 

Illiic Practice. % lieutunant-Comnei. JOHN 

‘ JACOJ5, C.li. 

With riaivs. Third Edition, revised and ciditr<jed, pricv 2s\ 

Two Slimmer Cruises with the Baltic 

Fleet ill 1854-5 ; Bciiiij the Loij of the “Pet." Hv R. E. 
llirOIlES, M.A. 

Second Edition, Post Sro, with llcirs and ('diarts. lOv. Cxi., cloth. 

The Court of Henry VIII.: Beiny a 

Sehrlioii of the J)psp<tt>‘lie.<i of Skba^stian GnisTiMAN, 
\'e)iet}fui Ai)iiutssmloi\ 1515-1519. Trail si at cm I by 
JIAWDON liROVVN. 

Two Vols., crown 8ro, price 21.v. cloth. 

A CJampaiijn with the Turks in Asia. 

% CllAUi.ES DUNCAN. 

Two Vols., po.st 8/'u, price 21.v. cloth. 

The lied Hirer Settlement. i’>y 

AEI':NANUER ROSS, Autlior of “ Em- lluiitors in 
the E:u- West.;’ 

One Volume, post 8/V), jtrice lO.v. Cxi. cloth. 

The Fur-Hunters of the Far West. 

15y ALEXANDER ROS?!. 

Two Vohttnt! s, post Hro. With Map and Plate. 2 1 i loth. 

Russo-Turkish Campaiijns of 1S28-9. 

Ry (iOLONEL CITESNeV, li.A., D.C.I>., F.K.S. 

'Thiid Edition. Post 8co, with Maps, price 1 2s. doth. 

Military Forces and Institutions of 

(hrat ' nritiihi. I’.y II. 15YERLEY THOMSON, 'of 
the Inner Temple. 

8 CO, l.^.v. doth. 

A Manual of the Mercantile Law of 

(jirnf Jh'Uaui and Ireland. By Buoi-’iissou LKONIO 
LEVT, Author of Coininereial J^aw ot tlie Woi’ld.” 

8ro, price 12.v. doth. 

The Laws of War Affcctiny Com- 

mi-ra> mi, I Shijii,lit,j. Ry 11. RYJORI.EY 'I’HO.MSON, 
ol the Inner Temph'. 

l-'Uit;,,,, {, n't! tin eidanwd. 8/0, price 4v. Cxi. hoards. 



lU 


WORKS J’UliIJSIlKJJ r.Y 


CHEAP EDITION OF THE AVOIIKS OF 
CUKREIl 15ELL. 

Jane Eyre. p.j cuuueii iut.l. 

jSen' Eillfitiii. Small Pa.st 8/‘o, price 'Is. i]tl. cloth. 

“Maiic Kyro’ is a rciiuii k.ible prod in t ion tlioin^lit, oiialik* tliis tali* to stanii Ixddly out 
rrisliiicss and oriirm.ilily, fnitti and ](assion, tVoni tin* mass, and to assume its own plaao 
singular tidiut\ m the desi j iption ot natural in the l*rii;ht tield ot roniaiUie literature.”— 
seeiii-rx , and in the aii.il\ satioa ot liiinidu Tinu'S. 

Shirley, ity cuititKU bell. 

j\cic Kdition. Small ]\ist Hro, price 2 s. Cal. cloth. (Just ready.) 
"'I he iieculiar ])Ower W’liu li was so ureatly wlm li, for strength and deliiaiy of emotion, 
ndniiii-d in ‘.Jane l.>re’ is not ahseiit froni are not traiiseemled in the iuiiL;e ol Ihi^dislI 
fills liook. It jiossi'ssi'S deej) inteiest, and an tietion.” — jL'uiiiniiicr. 
liiesistihle ui’asj) of leality. 'J here aie sieiie.s 

ViUette. By OUBIIEB i’.ebl. 

IS’eic lulition. Small Post 8t'o, price 2v. CuL doth. (Nearli/ ready.) 
“'I'liis no\eI nmplv suistains the fame of I as an oru;inul and ])uweilul writer.”-- 
tlie autlioi (d' ‘ tiaiie Kjre’ and ‘Shirley’ | I'jraiiuiitr. 

Wutheriny lleiyhts. i5y klus bell. 
Aynes Grey. i'.y acton beei.. 

(In the Press.) 


WORKS OF MU. THACKERAY. 
Peetiires on the Enyfish IJ nnanerists 

of the IS/A ( etitary. l)y W. AT. TII AC'K lOKA Y, 
Autiior of Vnnity Fair,” “ The Xewconies,” Ac. 

Second Pdition. ( 'roicn Hro, juice lOs. Cd. cloth. 

“To those who altemled tlie leiliiles, the , teiiij'eied hut lie\er weakened hy exporieiue 
hook w ill he a pleasant |■enlm^seellee. to oileus and svinp.ithy; the liluitous jihrases, the 
an exiitint: no\( Itv. I'lie st>h‘ 1 1( .ir, idioiim- j strikinir anecdotes, the passa;.;es of wise, prae- 
tic. ton ilde, familiar, hut ue\ei sIomuIv, the ' lieal letki'tion ; -ill tle-sr It.se imu h h-ss tlniii 
se. in lull'; stiokes of saieastn or noiiy, the we eould ha\e expeited fioin the ahseiue of 
oeeasioiial lliislies of neiieroiisM oni; the touches , the voice, manner, and look ottlio lecturer." — 
ot pathos, pit>, and teinleriu ss , the inoiality ; N/aiVidcr. 

Esmond. Uy w. M. TILVCKIAtAY. 

S(cond Pditioii. M cols ^ Groini Hrn, reduced to L'i.s. doth, 

" Mr. Thiu ki rav h.is selected for his hero a since U.itf.udle ]ianit»'d and Mi.ikspt are -wrote, 
vciw iiohle t\ipe of the casalier softemmr into Ihe st>le is ni.inl\, ele.ir. terse, and M;;orous, 
tlu> in,ui of the eiKditeeiith century, ami tor retli-ctini; every mood— pathetic, (graphic, or 
Ills heroine one of tlic sweeh-st woiiicii that sanastic — of the w riti. r.”- 
e\cr hre.ithed tioni cant as or lioin hook. 

The Pose and the Piny ; or the 

Illftton/ of Eriiirc (liyllo ami Vvince IJulbo, I>y jMk- 

iM. a: TITMAKSII. 



NEW NOVELS. 

J^Ut'hlCi: « Leijcnd of Cologne. By OEOIIGE 
JIEKEDITII, Autlior of‘‘Tlio Shaving of Shagpiit” 

1 vol. Post 8co, lo.v. 6d. cloth, 

Lucian Playfair. By thomas mackrrn. 

3 vols. 

The Professor. By cuurer miLL, Autiior 

of ^SLino J'^yre,” “Shirley,” “ Villette,” 2 vols. 

“ Wo think tlif tViciifN of (hiiirlottc Brniih* arid cniiliilonMy iircdiot tliat this K :^.ioy of 
liavc slKi.vri vouiiil jadgiiiont m jmlhisluiiij ('hirloto* IJroiitoN i'^'uius will ronow .itid coii- 
* riio I'roli'ssor ’ It lliiDws a stronjg liiflit on firm tii<‘ gi noral adminitioii of hcrcxtruordi- 
maiiyof tho oli.iniotonstio turiHofhor tliought, u.iry jHiwors." Kdertv ItevU’io. 
on htT iiiost ohorisliod toolings, .ind on tho “ Tlio uloa is original, and wo ovory lioro 
position sin* assiiincd tow.inU lior noiglihonrs an I thoro ilotoot gonns of that powor whioli 
and awiu.iintaiioos. It opens a now oli.iptor in took the world bv storm in ‘ .lane Kyro.’ Tho 
tlio iniious ps>ohol()gio.il study altordod by r«-jootionof the ‘ Erofessor’ was, in our opinion, 
till* history ot tills gini'Toiis, passionate roelnsc. no less advantageous to tho .voiing authoress 
It shmvs tho first germs ot eonooptioii, whioh than oreditabk; to tho diswrumont of tlio 
nRorwardso\p.indod and ripened into tho great booksellers ” --I*kss, 

creations of her imagination.” -- “ Eor the novelist ‘ ’I’he rrofessor ’ will be 
Jt • I, IP. an interesting study.”- -LVefte. 

" Wo h.tvo read it with tho dce|)cst interest, 

Beloio the Surface: a Slorif of Knejlinh Connirif 

Jffr. 3 vols. 

” The book is uieinestumablv clover ami offers many points of interest end dramatic 
enlertaining It is a tale superior fo ordinary power ; ami there is oonsiderablo luanour in 
novels in its practioal applie.ition to the pliases some of the, s»-enes.” — AV-o/iomii.si!. 
of actual life.”— .lf/io//n>///rt. “ The novel keeps the attention fixed, and it 

“It is a novel worth reading, anil some, is written in a genial, often playful tone. The 
parts of It are worth rcineinhoring. The story tomiKT is throughout excel lent." — lixamiHer. 

The lion, a Pass ; or, Knglishmeu in the Hijh- 
lamh. By ERKdC MACKENZIE. .3 vols. 

The Pre of St. Mark: a Itomnnce of Venire. 

By TIIOJIAS UOlJI5LJM)AY. 2 vols. 

Friends of Bohemia ; or. Phases of London 

Life. J’>y E. J\[. WiriTTY, Autlior of'-‘Tho Goverti- 
iiiG Classes.” 2 vols., post 8vo. 

on rer Cromwell: « tiionj of the cku Wars. 

By CIIAS. EDWARD STEWART. 2 vols. 

Florence Templar. i voi. 

Kathie Brande: Fireside Ifistory of a Qnkt 

Life. By HOLME LEE, Autlior of “ Gilbert 
]\IassenG;cr,” “ Tliornoy Hall,” vtc. 2 vol.s. 



WUKiVrt rUI5L(lMll<^U 151 


NOVELS FOKTIICOMING. 
liivcrston. By geokgiana m. citAirc. 3 voi., 

(Ju.t nuih/,) 

The Moors and the Fens. By f. 

TIIAFFOUI). 3 vols. 

Gaston Flajh. By Jj. s. lavenu, Autiioi- of 

Erlosniore.” 2 vols. 

The Nohle Traytonr. A (lironicli\ 3 vols. 
The "Three (Jhanees. By the Author of' “ The 

Fair (hirew.” 3 vols. 

The White House by the Sea. i voi. 
The (/ruelest Wrony. i 

iilcp:nt novels. 

Tender and True, i-y ti.o Author of “ cium 

Morison.” 2 vols. 

y^ouny Slnylefon. By TAi.r>or uwynxe, 

Author of* “ T!ui Scliool for Kathors, ’ 2 vols. 

Frlesniere. By b. s. f.avexu. 2 voF. 

FerrerSIOn : <’'•) lln' ('waes and Coim’ijnciars nf 
fa/'idrlity. Second Edition. 3 vols. 

l^CijnUHStrC. l>y the Author of “l.eiia.” 3 vols. 

A fter Dark. I’-y wilkie coijaxs. 2 vois. 
Atnherhill. By a. .t. bakiiowcliffe. 2 voB. 

Teonora . By the lion. Mks. AIABJAtLY. 3 vol:.. 

Freteen. By e. l. a. Berwick. 3 vois. 
ATauriee FIrinafon. By Wilfrid i:ast. 



ORIENTAL. 

The Chinese and their RchclUons. 

By THOMAS TAYLOR MEADOWS. 

One Thirh Volume, 8ro, with Mops, price IS.v. cloth. 

Nfr Moiulo'vs aBi»i‘iirs to know China more information resiioctins^ Ciuna, and tho stato- 
l!'oruU'dil\ and i-nnipiTlionsivoly th.in any of monts it oontains bear on tliem tlu; taee of 
1,1, iiU'deeesviiN. Ills boon is the work of a Iriith. Mr. Mcnnhnvs lias vrodined a work 
l! oiied. eon-M lentioiis, and observant person, whieli deserves to be studied by all who would 
Old vealb iiiipta taiit in many lespeets. It is i;ain a true api»reeiation of (’Iiinese eharaeter 
t le iii'M luiious hook wo liavo met with for a Information is sown broad-cast throua;h every 
1, in '- time.” -Tinu^x. Athaocum. 

‘•'in till'' book IS a vast amount of valuable 

Life in Ancient India. ityMns. sPKiit. 

\Vttli Si.rl// Ilhtsfrafious to/ G- Sciivrk. ^ro, price Ifj.s'., clc(/auth/ hound in 
cloth, ijdt cdffcs. 

“ We should in \ am seek for any other tre.i- Oriental scholars have made known to us 
tise w nil li, 111 '•0 short .. s|)'ie<', m\es so well- respeetiiur Aiu-ieiit Iiulia must jiei use the ivork 
uiinait'-d an aeiourit of the early period ot ol Mrs. .SjH'ir ; in whieli houilMind tlu; story 
I’lilmi hisioi \ .V( a.v. told in clear, i orreet, and nmitleeted Kmjisli. 

“ W lioeier desiies to haic the best, the The book is adiuiiably not ui».”—- A'.no/ii/o'r. 
ei)in]di test, and the most popular view ot what 

The Cancer}/, Kistnah, and Godacer}/ : 

Jh'inq (I flejiort on l/o^ iro/’^-.s conslravlnd on those /\.lrcrs, 
for the f rrxjotion <ff Crorhtrrs in. the Crrsidenctj of Mttdras, 

r.y P>AIUI) 'SMITH, K.G.S., l.t.-CoL licn<ral 

Kiii 2 ;inccrs, c^c. 

In duntf 'e>co, with 10 Via wi, price 28.s‘, doth. 

“ A most eiinuus and nitere.'>tm:' work."- -JCconnmi.it. 

The Bhilsa Topes; or, Ihnhllust Monmnvnis of 

Cenfr<i[ Indiit. J>v INTa.ioii CUNNINGHAM, 

One I’olinne, 8 /'o, /rtfh Thirtiptlncc Vlatcs, price .‘JOv. rlofh. 

“Of the 'lopes opened m v.inous jiai'ts of wliieli are deserilied, vitli an ahiindaiiee of 
Iiblia none h.iie. > k illed so lieli a h.ir\est ol limdily eiinousiriapliie illustiation.s,m tliisiiiost 
important inloriiiation as those ol IHiils.i, opened interesting' hook."— /Uamonjc. 

In Major Cuiuiiiial.am and Lieut. Ma’sey ; and 

I ravels and Adrentures in Assam. 

J!y Major .JOHN 15UTLER. 

One ]'olninc Hro, with ldatc\, price 12 v. cloth. 

“This volume is unusually sueerssful ill 1 It is illustrated hy vuu s of landscapes, flt^ircs, 
ere itiiio n,, iiiti-rest on an Lastein siihjett. | and antuniilies.”- /'m'.'. 

The Jiia/lish in Western India ; Jtritnj 

the. Lfirlif Jlistnrff of the. T'acbirq nt i^urat, of Jiomhny. 

lly PJHLIU ANH)i:KS()N, A.M. 

Second lithtinn, H.' o, pnre 14 .v. rhrfh. 

“Qu'iuit, eurious. and amiismi', thus \ohime I ttossip, all he.iriny on events and t haraeters of 
dc-cnlics, tioni old in.inii a njits anilohstuie historieal iiiiporlanee.” .\tliriiii mn 
hooks, tlic l.fc of rn)'li,li mereh.tnts m an' A l»ook ol isfiiianeiit laiut. ' Uuanliun. 



14 


woJiKS i>l;j5L1siii^:d by 


OltlEN T AIj — coniiwied. 

Dr. Royle on tlie Flhrom PlanU of India Fitted for 

CordiKjej Clothimj, and Paper. 8vo, price 125. clotli. 

Dr. Rof/le on the Culture and Commerce of Cotton in 

India. 8vo, 18.^*. cloth. 

Dr. Wilson on Infantieide in Western India, 

Demy Hvo, i)i ice 125. 

Rev. James Colejfs Journal of the Sutlej Campaign. 

Bciip. 8 VO, price 5.s-. clollu 

(Jrairfurd's Grammar amt Dictionary of the Malay 

Ijantfnafje. 2 vols. 8vo, ])rie(‘ o()N. cloth. 

Roberts's Indian FjXchanpe Tables. 8vo. Second 

Edition, eiiliirged, pric** iOs. ()</. clolli. 

Waring' on Abscess in the Liver. 8vo, price B.v. 6f/. 
Laurie's Pep; a. Vost 8vo, price 14.v. cloth. 

Boj/d's Turkish Interpreter : a Grammar of thx 

Tail'ish ]j<tn(ju<t<j('. 8vo, [)rice 125. 

Bridp;neil's Indian Commercial Tables. Iloyal 8vo, 

j>riei> 215., luill-hoimd. 

The Bomba tj Quarterly Rerlac. Nos. 1 to 8, price 

55. eacli. 

Baillle's Ijarul Tax of India. According to the 

MooJinnunuddn Pair. 8vo, j)i-iee hs. cloth. 

Ball He's Moohummudan IjUJc of Sale. 8vo, price 

1 l5. cloth. 

Jrrlnp's Theory a)nl Practice of Caste. 8vo, price 

05. cloth. 

GlngeH's Ceremonial T^sages of the Chinese. 

Imj»crlal 8vo, i)rice II5. cloth. 

I'he Insurrection in China. By Dr. Yvan and 

M. ('Ai.t.KKY. d’ranslated hy duiiN OxKNioui). Tliiid Edition, 
rof't 8vo, ^Yith ChiiicM' ^laj) and Portrait, jn'ice 75. tJd. cloth. 

^ ^ //w» Wi/i h'nrfuop.'i 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

Elenicntdnf I Forks on Socinl liJconojnj/, Uiiironn iii 

foolscap ?>vo, liali-boiiud. 

[ ^-or rLlXKS OF SOCIAL ECONOMY. Is. (k/. 
li._l>KO(JUFSSlVF LESSONS IN SOCIAL SCIENCE, l.s’. 0./. 
jIl’_-IN'ri{01)llC'ri0N TO the social sciences. 2s-. 

IW (^CES'riONS AND ANSWERS ox Tin-: AiiKANoiori'Nrs 

AM) Kelvth)Ns of So( Ivi. Lifk. 2.V. (k/. 

V— Ol 'l'LINES OF THE I'NDEUSTANDINC. 2.v. 

Yl.— WHA'r AM I? WHEEE AM I? MTIAT OlICHT I TO 
DO V iNc. l.v. scm-il. 

Sirainson\s' Lrcfnres on Netr ZenJnnd, Crown 8vo, 

prii‘(' 'Is. {)</. clotli. 

Sirnins(nt"s Arconnf of Aat'k! and. Post Hvo, witli n 

virw, jjricc (Jx. cloth. 

PlaffJ'ord\s Hints for Tnrostlno; Monejf, Socoml 

Ivlilion, Svo, pric(‘ 2.y. (h/. clotli. 

Sir John Forlniss Memorandums in Irelaiid, Two 

Vols., post <S\a:), price 1/. Ls. cloth. 

Lri^'lt Ilnnfs iMen^ IVomen, a)id Books, Two Vols., 

price 10, y. cloth. 

T(dde Talk, 3.v. (]d, clotli. 

A if and linmonr, 5.s*. ctlotli. 

Ima^iiKtfant am! Fanvjf, 5s. cloth. 

Jf(r of llonmf. 5s. cloth. 

Sir John Herscheks ^lsfrono?niral Ohserniflon^ made 

at Cdjxi of (lood Hope. -Itu, witli plates, ])ric(* 1/. l.y. cloth. 

Darfol/ks (jfeo/(a>'l('(J Ohserva/lons on Fora I Ihufs^ 

Volranic Isfonds^ (did on South Anicriou. Witli map.'*’, plates, 
and woodcuts, lOs. (P/. cloth. 

Levis Commereiat Lam of the World. Two \h)ls., 

royal -Ito, ]uic(' d/. cloth. 

Javemite Delinfjaetaoj. By M. Hill and C. F. 

CoiixwALLis. Fust Svo, jiricc (J.y. clotli. 

Doutdedatfs True Lam of Fopnlation, Third Edition, 

Svo, lO.y. cloth. 

McCanns Ar<fentine Provinces., Two Vols., 

po^t Svo, with illustrations, price 2 Is. clotli. 

Uowerqffs Tates of the Colotdes. Fifth Edition. 

Os. cloth. 

(joefhes (Jotirersaflons irifh Fekermantt , Translated 

hy John OxHNrojM). Two Vols., ])ost Svo, 10, y. cloth. 

KavanafrJfs Women of Christianity F.xemplartf for 

Pirfp and Charitf/. Post Svo, with Portraits, ])rice 12s., in 



POETRY. 

England in Time of War. By Sydney Dobkll 

' Aiitlior of “ Baklc;r,” “The Koman,” itc. Crown Svo, 5.<!. clotli' 

“ ‘ in Time of War’ is a series of lyries n‘prcseiitinff the emotions of tiir)se wlio i-(". 

left at lioiiK! to bear the passive sorroYv.s ot -vvar, and of tlmse who go out to brave it- perils. ”1- 
II i‘.yljjnnst<'r Jierieir. 

“ J’liat Mr, TJobell is a poet, ‘ Eiiftlamlin time of War’ hears witne.ss in many sin^de lines, an.l 
in two or tliree sliort jioems.” — Athenu'um. 

The Cruel Sister, and other Poems. Fcap. 8vo, 
Poems of Past Years. By Sir Arthur liAi,LA.M 

Im/i'on, Ijjirt., M.V. Fcap. aSvo, os. cloth. 

l\)ems. By Mrs. Frank P. Feleovys. Feap. 8vii, 

(‘.lotll. 

“ There is easy umipUeity in the diction, and elei^ant naturalness in the thoui;Iit.”— 

AND OTHER PoEM.s. ]>y Devon IIarri.s. 

Fc.'ip. Svo, 4.s\ cloili. 

“ J)ispl.i\ i'li; liiyh poetic pnmis and jioAver.”- -Phlectk IS neic. 

Porirji from .Lfe, I>y C. j\I. K. Fcap. 8vo, (‘loth 

cilf,, O.S-. 

“ Jile'oint \erses, The iintlior has a phaisniy fancA and a relnied inniil.'’ ■ Ih oao)aitt. 

“ In some ot the pieics of this (^einal anti pleasant volume \ic arc reiHintkd ot ^tood old 
(!eoi;.;e llirhert.' f.ilt rari/ (iuzetfe. 

Poems, l>v Walter K. Cassels. Fcap. 8vo, price 

i'uf. cldlll. 

“ Mr C.issels lias deep ])oetieal feeluif;, and }xi\es promise of veal exeellenco. llis jioetns are 
nrittui soiiKtiiiu's AMtIi a strcnetli ot expression In no means common. In (piiet nanali\e and 
the desenpiion ot .1 paitieiil.iv st.ite tdlcelinu, uul the piesentation ot a smylc thoup.ntor iiUiiue, 
!:e shov s meat power.” - dam than, 

(jorhuols if Wo'sv, By Thomas Leigh. Fcaj>. 

tSv(t, cKilh 

‘‘line til t lie best tliincs in the * (hirlands of Verse ’ is an Ode to Toil. 'J'herc, as elsewhere, 
ti’.eie is exeelleiit teeliim."- JJ.i iiaiiiier. 

Pitliler, By Sydney Dorell. Crown Hvo, 7s, fit/, clotli. 

“ i'lie \N riter has tine iiiiahties; his level of thought is lofty, and his passion lor the he.uitilul 
has the ti nth ot iiistiiiet.” — .Ulunaum. 

Piwms, By William Bell Scott. Fcap. Svo, witli 

'riiici* Elcliin.u's, ]»ri(*c 5.''. clotli. 

“ Mr. '^etitt has jmelieal teeling, keen observation, deep thought, and commantl of language.” — 

SjH 1 tato! . 

Poems. l\y jMauy ^Iaynard. Fcap. Svo, 4.s’. cloth. 
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